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Thurfday,  November  2,  17 10. 


■'    longa  eft  injuria^ 
Ambages  I  fed  fummafequarfaftigjia  rerum. 

The  tale  Is  intricate,  perplexed,  and  long : 
Hear  then,  in  Ihort,  the  (lory  of  her  vvTong. 

IT  is  a  praftice  I  have  generally  follov^red,  to 
converfe  in  equal  freedom  witli  the  deferving 
men  of  both  parties;  and  it  was  never  without 
fome  contempt,  that  I  have  obferved  perfbns 
wholly  out  of  employment,  affeft  to  do  otherwife. 
I  doubted,  whether  any  man  could  owe  fo  much 
to  the  fide  he  was  of,  although  he  were  retained 
by  it ;  but  without  fome  great  point  of  intereft, 
either  in  poffeflion  or  profpefS,  I  thought  it  was 
the  mark  of  a  low  and  narrow  fpirit. 

It    is  hard  that  for  fome  weeks  part,   I  have 

1>6en  forced,    in   my  own  defence,   to  follow  a 

proceeding  that  1  have  fo  much  condemned  in 

others.    But  fevcral  of  my  acquaintance  among 

'Ac  declining  party,    are   grown   fo  infufFerably 

•  B  2  ptevvftv 


4  TH%-EXAMINER. 

peevifli  and  fplenetic,  profefs  fuch  violent 
henlions  for  the  publick,  and  reprefent  th 
.of  things   in  fuch  fprnydable  ideas,  that 
jnyfelf  difpofed  to  fliare  in  their  affli<Sion 
though  I  kinow  them  to  hfi  gronndlefs  mi 
ginary,  or,  which  is  worfe,  purely  afFeftec 
offer  them   comfort   one   by  one,  would 
only  4a  endlefs,  but  a  difobliging  talk.     S< 
theni,  I  am  convinced,  would  be  lefs  melai 
if  there  were  more  occafion.     I  (hall  th( 
inftegd  of  hearkening  to  farther  complaint 
ploy  fome  part  of  this  paper  for  the  futi 
letting  fuph  meii  fee,    that  their  natural, 
quired  fears,  are  ill-grpnnded,  and  their  a 
ones,  ^s  ill:  intended ;  that  all  our  prefent 
veniences,  are  the  confequence  of  the  ver 
fels  they  fo  much  admire,  which  would  f 
pnoreafed,    if    thofe   had    continued;     ? 
neither  our  conftitution  in  church  or  fta 
probably  have  been  long  prefer  ved,  wit  I 
picthods,  as  have  been  already  taken. 

The  late  revolutions  at  court,  have  ' 
|o  fpme  fpepious  objedlions,  which  I 
repeated  by  wellrmeaning  men,  juft  a 
taken  thepf>  up  on  the  predit  of  other 
worfe  defign^.     They  wonder,  the  C 
phufe  to  change  her  miniftry  at  thi^ 
^f hereby  give  unefifinefs  to  a  gen 
been  fo  long  fupcefsful  abroad,  a 
himfelf  injured,  }f  the  entire  min; 
..his  Qwn  nomination ;  that  ther 
ptejnt^  of  any  •confequence  agai 
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power,  and  none  at  all  in  parliSftnent,  whicli,  oil 
the  contrary,  pafled  votes  in  favour  of  the  chie^ 
minifter ;  that  if  her  majefty  had  a  mind  to  intro-* 
ducc  the  other  party,  it  would  hate  been  ihord  * 
feafonable  after  a  peace,  which  tiow  we  have  madi 
desperate,  by  fpiriting  the  French^  who  rejoice  iit 
thefe  changes,  and  by  the  fall  of  our  credit,  which 
unqualifies  us  for  cafrying  on  the  war  j  that  thd 
parliament,  fo  untimtly  diflblved,  hatl  been  dili-* 
gent  in  their  fupplles^  and  dutiful  in  their  beha*^ 
viour;  that  one  confeqnenee  of  thefe  eharigeS 
appears  already;  in  the  fall  of  the  ftocks  ;  that  w6 
may  fooh  expeft  more  and  worfe }  tad  laftly^  thaC 
all  this  naturally  tends  to  break  the  fettlement  of  thtf 
crown,  and  call  ovcff  the  Pretendet'; 

Thefe,  and  the  Kke  notions,  are  plenfifuUj^ 
icattered  abroad  by  the  malice  of  a  riiined  party^ 
to  render  the  QvEriif  and  her  adminiftf  ation  odious^ 
abd  to  iri^ame  thettatiorii  And  thefe  are  whatj 
upon  occafion,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  ov^erthrow^  hff 
difcovcring  the  falihodd  and'  abfiidity  of  themu 

It  is  a  great  unhippinefs  when,  in  a  goverti* 
xtient  conftituted  like  ours,  it  fliould  be  fb  btoughfr 
abditt,  that  the  continua^ice  of  a  wartnuft  be  for 
the  ihtereft  of  vaft  numbers  (civile  a$  well  ad. 
military)  who  othetwife  would  hive  been  as  un-* 
known  as  their  original.  I  think  our  pfefent  cdndi* 
tioii  of  aflfkirs  is  admirably  defcribed  by  two  veriet 
in  Lucan : 

Hinc  lifura  vof  ax,  avidumquc  in  tctiipdrc  foeiius^ 
Hinc  coDcufla  fides,  et  multis  utile  bellum  : 

B  3  Ifrhich^ 


&  The  examiner,     n^i^, 

which,  without  any  great  force  upon  the  words, 
may  be  thus  tranflated : 

Hence,  are  derived  thofe  exorbitant  interefts  and 
annuities  ;  hence,  thofe  large  difcounts  for  advance 
and  prompt  payment;  hence,  publick  credit  is 
ihaken  ;  and  hence,  great  numbers  find  their  pro* 
fit  in  prolonging  the  war. 

It  is  odd,  that  among  a  free  trading  people,  as 
we  call  ourfelves,  there  (hould  fo  inany  be  found 
to  clofe-in  with  thofe  counfels,  who  have  been  ever 
averfe  from  all  overtures  towards  a  peace :  but  yet 
there  is  no  great  myftery  in  the  matter.  Let  any 
qian  obferve  the  equipages  in  this  town,  he  (hall 
find  the  greater  numl)er  of  thofe  who  make  a 
figure,  to  be  a  fp^cies  of  men  quite  different  from 
any  that  were  ever  known  before  the  Revolution  j 
coniifling  either  of  generals  and  colonels,  or  of 
thofe,  whofe  whole  fortunes  lie  in  funds  and  flocks  ; 
fcrthat  power,  whl^ch  according  to  the  old  maxim 
was  ufed  to  follow  land,  is  now  gone  over  to 
money ;  and  the  country  gentleman  is  in  the  con- 
dition of  &  young  heir,  out  of  whofe  eflate  a  fcri- 
vieiTer  receives  half  the  rents  for  interefl,  and  has 
a*  mortgage  on  the  whole ;  and  is  therefore  always 
ready  to  feed  his  vices  and  extravagances,  while 
there  is  any  thing  left.  So  that,  if  the  war  con- 
timie  fome  years  longer,  a  landed  man  will  be 
little  better  than  a  farmer  of  a  rack*rent  t6  the 
army,   and  to  the  public  funds. 

It  may  perhaps  be  worth  enquiring,  from  what 
beginnings,  and  by  what  fleps,  we  have  been 
brought  into  this  defperate   condition :    and   in 

fearch 
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feardi  ^T  thisy  iv«  thufi  run   up  as  high  as  the 
Revolution; 

Moft'of  the  nobility  ahd  gentry,  who  invited 
ever  the  prince  of  Orari^,  or  attended  him  in  hid 
expeditidh,  wtre  true  lbVer3  of  their  coUntVy,  and 
its  conftitution  in  church  and  ftattf ;    and  ivere 
brought  to  yield  to  thofe  breaches  in  the  fucceilion 
of  thccrowrt^'  ttut  xjf  a  r^rd  to  the  neceffity  of 
the  idbgddtDv  dnd  the  fafbty  of  this  people^  u  hich 
did,  and  could  only^  inake  them  l&wfui ;  but  with* 
dut  mtention  of  draiving  fuch  a  practice  klto  prece« 
dent,  or  xn^ng  itx  a  {landing  hieafu/e  by  which 
to  procpedia  all  tinem*  to  cbirie  :  and  therefore  we 
find  tfietrcouhfels  ever  tended  to  keep  things,  a« 
much  as  poffibk,  ill  th^:old  courfe.   But  foon  after, 
an  uiiderfet  of  men,  vCho  had  nothing  to  lofe, 
and  hadiixeither  home: die  harden  nor  heat  of  thd 
dayv  foimd  means  to  wiii^er  in  the  king's  ear, 
&at  the  principles  of  Jo3ralty  ill  the  churth  of  En* 
gland^  were  wholly  inconfiAwtt  wfth'tl^p  Revolu- 
tion.   Hence  began  the  early  prafHce  of  careiiing 
the  IXflenters,  reviling  the  univerisdes, '  as  main- 
t^era  of  arbitrary  power^   aiid  reproaching  the 
clergy  ^th  the  dofbrines  bf  divine  right,  paflive 
obedience^  andj  non-re(i{hince»    At  the  fame  time, 
in  ord  ^r  to  fifted  wealthy  peopk  to  the  new  govern  - 
ment^  they  propofed  fthofe  pernicious  expedients  of 
borrowing'  tpo^;^  \gf.  valt.  peniiunfts,^-and  at  eftor- 
bttaht  intereft  :  a  practice,  as  old  as  Eumenes,  one 
of  Alexander'^  duptains,  who,  fettihg  up'  for  hitOf* 
felf  after  the  death  of  hb  mafter,^  perfuaded     ig 
principal  officers*  to  lend  hini  great  iums,  after 

B  4  which 
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which  they  were  forced  tct  follow  him  for  their 
own  fecurity. 

This  introduced  a  number  of  new  dextrous  men 
into  bufmefs  and  credit.  It  was  argued,  that  the 
war  could  not  lafl:  above  two  or  three  campaigns ; 
9nd  that  it  was  eafier  for  the  fubjedls  to  raife  a 
fund  for  paying  intereft,  than,  to  tax  them  annually 
to  the  full  expence  of  the  .war. .  Several  .perians^ 
who  had  fmall  or  incumbered,  eftatcs,  fold  dbem^ 
add  turned  their  money  iato/thofe  funds^  to  gteat 
advantage:  merchants,  as  weU  as  other. monied 
men,  finding  trade  was  dangorous,  purfued  the 
fame  method.  But  the '  warv  contiduing,  and 
growing  more  expeniive,  taxes  were  xncreafed,:  and 
funds  multiplied  every  year,  till  thpyJiaiqe  arrived 
^t  the  monftruous  height  we  now  bekoldihem  ; 
andthaty  which  Yrasat:firi3:acorrupdohy  i&at  lafl 
grown  necefiary,.  and  what  every  good  fal:^ed  mufl 
now  fdl-in  with,  although  he  may  be  avowed  to 
wifh  it  might  fbon  juve  an  end ;  becauie.  k  h  with 
a  kingdom,  as  wkh  a  private  fortune,  where  ev^ery 
HCW  incumbcance  adds  a  double  weight.  By  this 
means  thewcakhof  a  nation,  thatufed  to  bereckon- 
ed  by  the  value  of  land,  is  now  computed  by 'the 
{i&  and  fall  of  flocks :  and  althongli  the  ibunda- 
tion  of  credit  be  flill  the  fame,  and  upon^a  bottom 
that! can  never  be  fhaken,  and  although  all  iuterefl 
be  duly  paid  by  die  publiok^i  yet^  thiDugh  the 
contrivance:. and  cttoniog  of  fbck-jobbers,  there 
haft  been  brought  in  fuch  a  complication  of  knik^ 
very  and  cozenage,  fuch  a  myflely  4}{  iniquity, 
and  fuch  an  unintelligible  jargon  of  terms  to  in^ 

volvc 
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valve  it  in,  as  were  never  known  in  any  other  age 
or  country  in  the  wdrld.  I  have  heard  it  affirmed, 
by  peribns  fkiUed  in  thefe  calculations,  that  if 
the  funds  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  mtereft 
and  annuities,  ware  added  to  the  yearly  taxes,  and 
the  fbur-(li|iHing  laid  UnGtlj  exaded  in  all  counties 
of  the  kingdoin,.  it  would  vecyr  neari  if  not  fully, 
fupfdy  the  Qccafions  of  the^  war,  at  lea^l  fuch  a 
part  as,  in 'the  opinion  of  Very  able  perions,  had 
been  at  that  ^tinic.  prudent  o9e  ^exceed.  Fori 
make  it  a  qneftbni  Whether;  9i)y  Wife  prince  or 
fbte,  in  thecontinjuaiiceof  a  t^af*  ^kh  was  not 
purely  defeofii/fe^  or  imm^^t^f^f  .aft  his  own  door, 
did  ever  propotb  that  his  QxpeoQe  (hould  ptsrpetu* 
Uly  c%S^d^  what,  he  wshs  able  to  impofe  annually 
upo^  his  f\)bje^s;f  Neither^  if  the  war  laft  many 
years  loag^r^  do  J  iee  how  thej^ext  genieration  will 
be  able  to  begin  another ;  which,  in  the  courfe  of 
humaq  affajirs,  an4  accordii>g  to  the  various  inter- 
^(U  and  ambitipu  of  princes,  may  be  as  neceffary 
for  them,  as  it  bat^  b^en  for  us.  And  if  our 
fathers  had  left  us  as  deeply  involved,  as.  we  are 
IjJ^y  to  leave  our  children,  I  appeal  to  any  man, 
what  fort  of  figure  we  fliould  have  been  able  to. 
make  thefe  twenty  years  paiL  Befides,  neither 
our  enemies,  nor  allies,  are  upon  the  fame  foot  with 
us  in  this  particular.  France  and  Holland,  our 
neareft  neighbours,  and  the  fartheft  engaged,  will 
much  fooner  recover  themfelves  after  a  war  :  the 
firft,  by  the  abfolute  power  of  the  prince,  who, 
being  maftcr  of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  his  ful)jc<as, 
will  quickly  find   expedients  to  pay  his  djbts ; 

and 
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and  fo  will  the  other,  by  their  prudent  adminiftra- 
tioiiy  the  greatnefs  of  their  trade,  their  wonderful 
parfimony^  the  willingnefs  of  their  people  to  under- 
go all  kind  of  taxes,  and  their  juftice  in  applying, 
as  well  as  colleding  them.  But  above  all  we  are 
to  coniidei*,  that  France  and  Holland  fight  on  the 
continent^  either  upon  or  near  their  own  territo- 
ries, and  the  greateft  part  of  the  money  circulates 
among  thcmfelves  $  whereas  ours  crofies  the  fea, 
either  to  Flanders^  Spain,  or  Portugal ;  and  erery 
penny  of  it,  whether  in  fpeScie  or  returns,  is  fo 
much  loft  to  the  nation  fortVef.  :m      - 

Upon  thefe  confiderations  albrie^  it  it^s  the  mc^ 
prudent  courfe  ima^nable  in  the  Q^BBKf  to  kj/ 
hold  of  the  difpofition  of  the  people  for  chaflging 
the  parliament  and  rhiriiftry  at  this  junfture,  aiid 
extricating  hcrfelf  irs  footi  zi  poffible  out  of  fhc 
pupillage  o(  thofe^  who  found  theiif  accounts  only 
ill  perpetuating  the  wan  Neither  have  we  the  ledft 
ffeafon  to  doubt,  but  the  enfuihg  parlikment  vAu 
aflift  her  MAjEstY  with  thentmoflf  vi^otii*,^  until 
her  eriertiies  again  be  brought'^td  fue  for  peace,  •  and 
again  offer  fuch  fefnls  as  will  niake  it  both  'ho- 
nourable and  laftingj  only  with' this  diffcrcfrice^ 
that  the  minlftry  perhaps  will  not  again  refuft 
them.  '*    •  •.  *   •    ■    '  . 

Audiet  pugnas,  vitio  parcntum 
Kara,  Juvchtus. 
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•       .'       ■  ' . 

E  quikis  hi  vacuas  implent  fermmbus  cures ^ 

Hi  narratafcruni  atio  \  menfuraquifiSi 

Crefdt^  et  aiiditis  ahquid  nonius  adjicit  auion. 

Iltic  OredulUai^  itUc  temerariui  ^rrpr^  ^ 

Vafiaque  Latitia  eft^  coHftematt^ue  Hmdres^ 

SeiBtioque  recfBS,  AAioquv  autote  Sufurti. 

With  idle  tales  this  .fills  our  empty*  ears  I 

The  next  reports  what  from.ibje.fv:fi  he  hears.;     . 

iThe  toUbg  fiAions  grow  in  ^reiigtli  atidiize>  .^    .^^ 

Each  Author  adding  to  the  former  lies.  , 

Here  vain  credulity 9  with  new  defires^   ^ 

Leads  us  aftray^  and  groundlcfs  joy  infpires,    '  ' 

The  dubious  whifpers,  tumults  "firelh  dcfign'd^  "' 

And  chilling  fears  aftound  the  atixtotis  mind*  '      - 

I  A  M  prevailed  on,  through  the  impoftunity  Qi> 
friendsi  to  interrupt  the  fcheme  I  had  bQgi;ui  i^. 
my  lail  paper,  by  an  Eflay  upon  the  art  of,  Po^jt^T;* 
cd  Lying.  We  are  told  the  devil  i^  the  father  i^f^ 
lies,  and  was  a  liar  from  the  beginning ;  fo  th^stt- 
beyond  contradi£Uon  the  inventioa  is  old :  ^(^. 
which  is  more,  his  firil  Eifay  of  it  was  pufely 
political,  employed  in  undermining  the  authorjjy 
of  his  prince,  and  (educing  a  third  part  of  the 
fubjeds  from  their  obedience ;  for  which  he  Was 
driven  down  from  Heaven,  where  (as  Milton  ex- 
prefies  it)  he  had  been  Viceroy  of  a  great  weftem^ 
province ;  and  forced  to  exercife  his  talent  in  in* 

leriojT 
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fcrior  re^ons  among  other  fallen  fpirits,  poor  or  de- 
luded men,  whom  he- ftill  daHy'tetikpti  to  his  own 
fin,  and  will  ever  do  ip,  till  he  be.chaiued  in  the 
bottomlefs  pit; 

But  although  the  devil  be  the  father  of  lies,  he 
feems,  like  other  gr^at  inventors,  to  have  loft 
much  of  his  reputation,  bj  the  continual  improve- 
ments that  have  been  made  upon  him. 

Who  firft  reduced  lying  into  an.art„  and  adapted 
it  to  politicks,  i^notfo  clear  from.faiftory;  although 
I  have  made  fome  diligent  enquiries.  1  (hall  there- 
fore confider  it  only  according  to  the  modem  fyf; 
tem,  as  if  has  been:  ctiltivated  thefe  twenty  year^ 
paft  in  the  Ibuthem  part  of  our  own  ilhuid. 

The  poets  *  tell  us,,  that  after  the  giants  were 
overthrown  by-the  gods,  the  earth  in  revenge  pror 
duced  her  laft  ofifspxing,  which  was  Famew  And 
the  fable  is  thus  i^i^erpreted  :  That  when  tumults 
and  feditions  are  quieted,  rumours  and  falfe  reports 
are  pleiitifulty  fpread  through  a  nation.  So  t^at§ 
by  this  account,  lying  is  the  laft^rielief  of  a  routed? 
eafth-bom,  rebelliouis  party  in  a  ftate. '  But  here 
the  modems  Itave  made  great  additions,  applying 
Ulisart  to  the  gaining  of  power  and  preferving  it, 
ai  well  as  revenging  themfelves  after  they  have 
Toft  it ;  as  the  fame  inflruments  are  made  ufe  of  by 
animals,  to  feed  themfelves  when  they  are  hungry^ 
^d  to  bite  thofe  that  tread  upon  them. 

But  the  fame  gc^icalogy  cannot  always  be  ad- 
mitted for  political  lying }  I  fliall  therefore  defire 
to  refine  upon  it,  by  adding  fome  circumftances  of 
its  birth  and  parents.    A  political  lie  is  fomctimes 

born 
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JMTXi  ^ut  o£  &  discarded  flatefman's  head,   and 

tibieace  delirered  to  be  nvrfed  and  dandled  by  the 

jrabble.    Sometimes  k  h  produced  a  monfler,  and 

licked  into  ihape :  at  other  :time$  it  pomes  ii^to  the 

word  completely   formed,  and  is  fpoiledii^  the 

licking.    It  13  often  born  an  infant  in  the  r^^ular 

way^  and  requires  time  to  .mature  it;  and  often 

it  fees  the  light  in  its  full  growth,   but  dwindles 

itw^  by  degrees.    Sometimes  it  is  of  noble  birth ; 

and  fbmetimes  the  fpawn  of  a  f^ock^jobber,    Here  it 

fcreams  aloud  attheopening  of  the  womb;  atid  then 

it  is  delivered  with  a  whifper.     I  know  a  Ifi^p  that 

nowdifturbs  half  the  kingdom  with  its  noife,  which, 

although  too  proud  and  great  at  prefent  to  own  its 

parents,  J  can  remember  its  whifper-hood*     To 

conclude   the  nativity  of  this  nx>nfler ;  when  it 

comes  into  the.  world  without  a  fling,  it  is  flill* 

born ;  and  whenever  it  lofes  its  fting,  it  dies. 

No  wonder  )f  an  infant  fo  miraculous  in  its 
birth,  (hoyld  be  deftined  for  great  adventures  ;  and 
accordingly  we  fee  it  has  been  the  guardian  fpirit 
of  a  prevailing  party,  for  almoft  twenty,  years. 
It  can  conquer  kingdoms  without  fighting,  and 
fometimes  with  the  lofs  of  a  battle.  It  gives  and 
refumes  employments  ;  can  (ink  a  mountain  to  a 
mole-hill,  and  raife  a  mole-hill  to  a  mountain ; 
has  prefided  for  many  years  at  committees  of 
eleftions ;  can  wa(h  a  black-moor  white  ;  make  a 
faint  of  an  atheift,  and  a  patriot  of  a  profligate ; 
can  furnifh  foreign  miiiifters  with  intelligence, 
and  raife  or  ler  fall  the  credit  of  the  nation,  This 
goddefs  flits  with  ^,  huge  Iqoking-glafs  in  her 
3  hands, 
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handg,  to  dazzle  thfc  croud,  and  make  them  fee,  ac* 
cording  m  (he  trirns'if,-  their  ruin  in  their  intcreft, 
and  tlieir  intereft  in  their  ruin.  In  this  glafs  you 
will  behold  your  beft  friends,  clad  in  coats  powdered 
tfiith  fleurs  de  lis^,  arid  triple  crowns  ;'  their  girdles 
hung  round  with  chains,  and  beads  and  wooden 
fliocs ;  and  your  worft  enemies,  adoraed  with  the 
cnfigns  of  liberty,  property,  indulgence,  modera-. 
tibh,  and  a  cornucopia  in  their  hands.  Her  large 
wings,  like  thoife  of  a  flying  fifh,  are  of  no  ufe 
btft  while  they  are  moift;  fhe  therefore  dips  them 
in  *]pfiud,  and  foaring  aloft  fgatters  it  in  the  eyes  of 
the  multitude,  flying  with  great  fmftnefs ;  but  at 
every  turn  is  forced  to  floop  in  dirty  ways  for  new 
ftppHes. 

I  have  been  fbmetimes  thinking,  if  a  man  had 
the;  art  of  the  fecond  (ight  for  feeing  lies,  as  they 
have  in  Scotland  for  feeing  fpirlts,  how  admirably 
he  might  entertain  himfelf  in  this  town,  by  obfer- 
ving  the  different  (hapes,  (izes,  and  colours  of 
thofe  fwarms  of  lies,  which  buzz  about  the  heads 
of  fome  people,  like  flies  about  a  horfe^s  ears  in 
fummer  ;  or  thofe  legions  hovering  every  afternoon 
in  Exchange-alley,  enougli  to  darken  the  air;  or 
over  a  club  of  difcontented  grandees,  and  thence 
ient  down  in  cargoes  to  be  fcattered  at  cleftion^. 

There  h  one  eflential  point,  wherein  a  political 
liar  differs  from  others  of  the  faculty ;  that  he 
ought  to  have  but  a  fhort  memory,  which  is  ne- 
ceffary,  according  to  the  various  occafions  he  meets 
with  every  hour  of  differii>gfrom  himfelf,  and  fwear- 
i;ig  to  both  fides  of  a  contradjclion,  as  he  finds 
7  the 
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the  perions  difpofed  with  whom  he  has  to  deaL 
In  defcribing  the  virtues  and  vices  of  mankind,  it 
is  convenient,  upon  every  article,  to  have  fbme 
jcminent  perfbn  in  our  eye,  frqm  whom  we  copy 
our  defcriptbn.  I  have  ilri&ly  obferved  this  rule ; 
and  my  imagination  this  minute  reprefents  before 
me  a  certain  great  man  *  famous  for  this  talent, 
to  the  conftaut  practice  of  which,  *he  owes  his 
twenty  years  reputation  of  the  mod  ikilful  head 
in  England,  for  the  management  of  nice  afiiirs* 
The  fuperiority  of  his  genius  confiils  in  nothing 
elie,  but  an  inexhauftible  fund  of  political  lie$» 
which  he  plentifully  diftributes  every  minut^f  he 
fpeaks,  and  by  an  unparalleled  generofity  forget^ 
and  confequently  contradi^s,  the  next  half  hour* 
^e  never  yet  cooiidered,  whether  any  propolition 
^pfp  true  or  falfe,  but  whether  it  were  convenient 
for  ^e  prefent  minute  or  company,  to  affirm  or 
deny  it  ^  fo  that  if  you  think  fit  to  refine  upon 
him,  by  interpreting  every  thing  he  f^ys,  as  we 
do  dreams,  by  the  contrary,  you  are  ftill  to  fcek, 
and  will  ^d  yoyrfelf  equally  deceived  whether 
you  believe  or  npt :  the  only  remedy  is  to  fuppofe, 
that  you  have  heard  ibme  inarticulate  founds,  with* 
out  any  meaning  at  all  f  ^nd  befides,  that  will  take 
off  the  horror  you  might  be  apt  to  conceive  at  the 
oaths,  wherewith  he  perpefua|ly  tags  both  ends 
of  every  propofition  ;  although  at  the  fame  time, 
I  think,  he  cannot  with  any  juftice  be  taxed  with 
px^rjury,  when Jie  invokes  God  and  Cktiik  ^  becauic 

*  The  firfi  rarl  of  Whirtoo. 

he 
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he  has.  often  fairly  given  public  notice'to  the  world, 
that  he  believes  in  neither. 

Some  people  may  think,  that  fuch  an  accom- 
plifhment  as  this,  can  be  of  no  great  ufe  to  the 
owner,  or  his  party,  after  it  has  been  often  ppac** 
tifed  and  is  become  notorious ;  but  they  are  widely 
miftaken.  Few  lies  carry  the  inventor's  mark,  and 
the  moft  proflituto  enemy  to  truth,  may  fpread  a 
thoufand  without  being  known  for  the  author : 
betides,  as  the  vileft  writer  has  his  readers,  fo  the 
greateft  liar  has  bis  believers :  and  it  often  happens, 
that  if  a  lie  be  b^ieved  only  for  an  hour,  it  has 
done  its  work,  and  there  is  no  ^Eirther  occafion  for 
jt.  Falihood  flies,  and  truth  comes  limping  after 
it ;  fo  that  when  men  come  to  be  undeceived,  it  is 
too  late  :  the  jeft  is  over,  and  the  tale  has  had  its 
effect :  like  a  man,  who  has  thought  of  a  good 
repartee,  when  the  difcourfe  is  changed,  or  the 
company  parted ;  or  like  a  phyfician,  who  has 
found  out  an  infallible  medicine,  after  the  patient 
is  dead 

Confidering  that,  natural  difpofition  in  many 
men  to  lie,  and  in  multitudes  to  believe,  I  have 
been  perplexed  what  to  do  with  that  maxim  Co 
•frequent  in  ewry  body's  mouth ;  that  truth  will 
at  laft  prevail.  Here  has  this  iflandofours,  for 
Hhe  gteateft  part  of  twenty  years,  lain  under  the 
ihHuence  of  fuch  coxmfels  andperfons,  whofe  prin- 
ciple and  intereft  it  was,  to  corrupt  our  manners, 
Wind  cur  tindcrftanding,  drain  our  wfealrh,  and  in 
time  deftroy  our  conftitutioa  both  in  church  and 
(bte ;  and  wc  at  laft  were  brought  to  the  very 

brink 
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l^     brink  of  ruin  ;   yet,  by  the  means  of  perpetual 
mifreprefentations,  have  never  been  able  to  diftin- 
1^^      guifli  between  our  enemies  and  friends.     We  have 
h^       feen  a  great  part  of  the  nation's  money  got  into 
c^       the  hands  of  thofe,  who,  by  their  birth,  education 
\y  \    and  merit,  could  pretend  no  higher  than  to  wear 
d    '    our  liveries  ;  while  others^  who,  by  their  credit, 
a        quality,  and  fortune,  were  *'  mly  able  to  give  re- 
:        putation  and  fuccefs  to  the  Revolution,  were  not 
t        only  *  l9^d  afide   as  dangerous  and  ufelefs  +,  but 
loadep  :with  the  fcandal  of  Jacobites,  men  of  arbi* 
tary  principles,  and  penfioners  to  France ;  while 
truth,  who  is  faid  to  lie  in  a  well.  Teemed  now  to 
be  buried  there  under  a  heap  of  ftones.     But  I  re« 
I     member,  it  was  a  ufual  complaint  among  the  Whigs, 
that  the  bulk  of  the  landed  men  was  not  in  their 
interefts,  which  fome  of  the  wifeft  looked  on  as  an 
ill  omen  ;  and  we  faw  it  was  with  the^utmoft  dif- 
ficulty, that  they  could  preferve  a  majority,  while 
the  court  and  miniftry  were  on  their  fide,  till  they 
had  learned  thofe  admirable  expedients  for  deciding 
cleftions,    and   influencing  diftant   boroughs,    by 
powerful  motives  from  the  city.     But  all  this  was 
mere  force  and  conflraint,  however  upheld  by  moft 

*  H^  §ay  aUe^-hy  this  arrangemeiit  the  word,  m^,  becomes  of 
anabigiMMU  meaniogy  and  the  ear  is  hurt  by  the  repetition  of  the  fame 
words,  at  the  commencement  of  the  two  members  of  the  fentence  fo 
near  each  other— wffv  atUy  Me-^'^ujere  not  Mly^  &c.  This  may  be  pre* 
vented  hyfubl^iiuiing  the  word,  aU/iet  in  the  place  of  the  firil,  omlyi  as 
thus — '  wliile  others,  who,  by  their  credit,  quality,  and  fonune,  were 
aiffju  able  to  give  reputation  and  fuccelj  to  the  Kevolutioo»  were  not 
only  laid  afiJe,*  Ax. 

f  Buc  hnden  with  the  fcandal  of  Jacobites— ^-may  mean  with  the 
fcandal  thrown  en  them  by  Jacobites;  it  (hould  bt^— with  the  fcandal  of 
Iriftj^  Jacobites,  &C. 

Vol.  IlL  C  dextrous 


i8  THEEXAMINER^        N^i4. 

dextroiis  artifice  and  nianagement.  Until  the  people 
began  to  apprehend  their  properties,  their  religion, 
arid  the  monarchy  itfelf  in  danger;  then  we*  faw 
them  greedily  laying  hold  on  the  firft  occafion  to 
interpofe.  But  of  this  mighty  change  in  the  dilpo- 
litions  of  the  people,  I  (hall  difcourfe  more  at  large 
in  fome  following  paper  ;  wherein  I  (hall  endeavour 
to  undeceive,  or  difcover,  thofe  deluded,  or  deluding 
perfons,  who  hope  or  pretend,  it  Is  only  a  (hort 
madnefs  in  the  vulgar ^  from  which  they  may  foon 
recover ;  whereas,  I  believe,  it  will  appear  to  be 
very  different  in  its  caufes,  its  (ymptoms,  and  its 
confequeilces ;  and  prove  a  great  example  to.  illuf- 
trate  the  maxim  I  lately  mentioned ;  that  truth 
(however  fometinaes  late)  will  at  la(t  prevail. 

N  U  M  B  E;  R     XV. 

Thurfday,  November  i6,   1720. 


medioque  ut  litnite  curras^ 
Icare,  ait,  moneo :  neji  dendjjior  ibis, 
Unda  gravetpennas ;  ft  celftor^  ignh  adurat* 

^My  boy,  take  care 

To  wing  thy  courfe  along  the  middle  air  ; 
If  low,  the  fufges  wet  thy  flagging  plumes  ; 
If  high,  the  fun  the  melting  wax  confumes. 

IT  mu  ft  be  avowed  that  for  fome  years  part,  ther6 
have  been  few  things  jxiore  wanted  in  England 
than  fuch  a  paper  as  this  ought  to  be :  and  fuch  I  will 
endeavour  to  make  it  as  long  as  it  (hall  be  found  of 
any  ufe,  without  entering  into  the  violences  of  either 

party. 
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party.  Confidering  the  many  grievous  mifrepJ-efen- 
t^ond  of  perfons  and  things,  it  is  highly  requifite  at 
thisjunfhire,  that  the  people  throughout  the  king- 
dom fhould,  if  poffible,  be  fet  right  in  their  opinions 
by  fome  impartial  hand  ;  whicih  has  never  been  yet 
attempted ;  thofe,  who  have  hithexto  undertaken 
it,  being,  upon  every  account,  the  leaft  qualified 
of  all  human  kind,  for  fuch  work. 

We  live  here  under  a  limitecf  monarchy,  and 
dnder  the*  doftrine  and  difcipline  of  an  excellent 
chnrcth.  We  .  are  unhappily  divided  into  two 
parties-,  both  which  pretend  a  mighty  zeal  for  our 
religion  and  governnient,  only  they  difagree  about 
the  nieans.  The  evils  we  muft  fence  againft,  are, 
on  one  fide,  fanaticifm  and  infidelity  in  religion, 
and  anarchy,  under  the  name  of  a  conimonwealth, 
in  government;  on  the  other  fide,  popery,  flavery, 
and  the  pretender  from  France.  Now,  to  inform 
and  dired  us  in  our  fentiments  upon  thefe  weighty 
points,  here  are,  on  one  fide^  two  ftupid  illitetate 
fcriblers,  both .  of  them  fanaticks  by  profefiion,  I 
mean  the  Review,  and  Obfervator ;  on  the  other 
fide, « we  have  an  open  Notijuror,  whofe  charafker 
and  perfon,  as  \vdl  as  learning  and  good  fenfe, 
difcovered  upon  other  fubjedts,  do  indeed  deferve 
refpeft  and  efteem  ;  but  his  Rehearfal,  and  the  reft 
of  his  political  papers,  are  yet  more  pernicious  than 
thofe  of  the  former  two.  If  the  generality  of  the 
people  know,  not  how  to  talk  or  think,  until  they 
have  read  their  leflbn  in  the  papers  of  the  week, 
what  a  misfortune  is  it,  that  their  duty  (hould  be 
conveyed  tp  them  through  fach  vehicles  as  thofe  ? 

C  2  Fot, 
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For,  let  fome  gentlemen  think  what  they  pleafe,  I 
cannot  but  fufpeft,  that  the  two  worthies  I  firft 
mentioned,  have,  in  a  degree,  done  mifchief  among 
us  ;  the  mock  authoritative  manner  of  the  one,  and 
the  infipid  mirth  of  the  other,  however  infupportable 
to  reafonable  ears,  being  of  a  level  with  great  num- 
bers among  the  loweft  part  of  mankind.  Neitfier 
was  the  author  of  the  Rehearfal,  while  he  conti- 
nued that  paper,  lefs  infeftious  to  many  perfons  of 
better  figure,  who  perhaps,  were  as  well  qualified, 
and  much  lefs  prejudiced,  to  judge  for  themfelvcs. 
It  was  this  reafon,  that  moved  me  to  take  the 
matter  out  of  thofe  rough,  as  well  as  thofe  dirty 
hands ;  to  let  the  remote  and  uninftrufted  part 
of  the  nation  fee,  that  they  have  been  mifled  on 
both  fides,  by  mad  ridiculous  extremes,  at  a  wide 
diftafice  on  each  fide  from  the  truth ;  while  the 
right  path  is  fo  broad  and  plain,  as  to  be  eafily  kept, 
if  they  were  once  put  into  it. 

Farther  :  I  had  lately  entered  on  a  refblution  to 
take  little  notice  of  other  papers,  unlefs  it  were 
fuch,  where  the  malice  and  falihood  had  fb  great 
a  mixture  of  wit  and  fpirit,  as  would  make  them 
dangerous :  which,  in  the  prefent  circle  of  fcrib- 
lers,  from  twelve-pence  to  a  halfpenny,  I  could 
eafily  forefee  would  not  very  frequently  occur.  But 
^here  again  I  am  forced  to  difpenfe  with  my  refo- 
lution,  although  it  be  only  to  tell  my  reader  what 
meafures  I  am  likely  to  take  on  fuch  occafions  for 
the  future.  I  was  told,  that  the  paper  called  The 
Obfervator,  was  twice  filled  laft  week  with  re- 
marks upon  a  late  Examiner^    Thefe  I  read  with 
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the  firft  opportunity,  and,  to  fpeak  in  the  news- 
writers  phr^fe,  they  gave  me  occafion  for  many 
fpeculations.     I  obferved,  with  fingular  pleafure, 
the   nature  of  thofe  things  which  the  owners  of 
them  ufually  call  anfwers,  and  with  what  dexterity 
this  matchlefs  author  had  fallen  into  the  whole  art 
and  cant  of  them.     To  tranfcribe  here  and  there 
three  or  four  detached  lines  of  leaft  weight  in  a  dif- 
courfc,  and  by  a  foolifh  comment  miftake  every 
(yllable  of  the   meaning,  is  what  I  have  known 
many,  of  a  fuperior  clafs  to  this  formidable  adver- 
fary,  entitle  an  Anfwer.     This  is  what   he  has 
exaftly  done,  in  about  thrice  as  many  words  as  my 
whole  *  difcourfe ;  which  is  fo  mighty  an  adyan-? 
tage  over  me,  that  I  (hall  by  no  means  engage  in 
fo  unequal  a  combat ;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  of 
my  own  temper,  entirely  difmifs  him  for  the  fur 
ture ;  heartily  wifhing  he  had  a  match  exaftly  of 
his  own  fize  to  meddle  with,  who  (hould  oiily  have 
the  odds  of  truth  and  honefty  ;  which,  as  I  take  it, 
would  be  an  effeftual  way  to  fUence  him  for  ever. 
Upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  forbear  a  fliort  ftory 
of  a  fanatic  farmer,  who  lived  in  my  neighbour- 
hood, and  was  fo  great  a  difputant  in  religion,  that 
the  fervants  in  all  the  families  thereabouts  reported, 
how  he  had  confuted  the  bifhop  and  all  his  clergy. 
I  had  then  a  footman,  who  was  fond  of  reading  the 
Bible :  and  I  borrowed  a  comment  for  him,  which 
\\fi   ftudied   fo  clofe,   that  in   a  month  or  two  I 

♦  This  is  neither .  grammar,  nor  fcnfe;  it  ihould  b^— as  my  whole 
dUcourfe  contains. 

C  J  thought 
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thought  him  a  match  for  the  farmer.  They  dif- 
puted  at  feveral  howfes,  with  a  ring  of  fervants  and 
other  people  always  about  them ;  where  Ned  ex- 
plained his  texts  fo  full  *  and  clear  to  the  capacity 
of  his  audience,  and  (hewed  the  infignifiqancy  of 
his  adverfary's  cant  to  the  meaneft  underftanding, 
that  he  got  the  whole  country  on  his  fide,  and  the 
farmer  was  cured  of  his  itch  of  difputation  for  ever 
after. 

The  worft  of  it  is,  that  this  fort  of  outrageous 
party-writers  I  have  fppken  of  above,  are  like  a 
couple  of  make-bates,  who  inflame  fmall  quarreU 
by  a  thoufand  ftories,  and  by  keeping  friends  at  a 
diftance,  hmder  them  from  coming  to  a  good  un- 
derftanding  ;  as  they  certamly  would,  if  they  were 
fufFered  tp  nteet  and  debate  between  themfelves : 
for  let  any  one  examine  a  reafonable  honeft  man,  of 
either  fide,  upon  thofe  opinions  in  religion  and  go- 
vernment, which  both  parties  daily  buffet  each 
other  about ;  he  (hall  hardly  find  one  material 
point  in  difference  between  them.  I  +  would  be 
glad  to  alk  a  qucftion  about  two  great  men  of  the 
late  miniftry.  How  they  came  to  be  Whigs  ?  and 
by  what  figure  of  fpeech,  half  a  dozen  others, 
lately  put  into  great  employments,  can  be  called 
Tories  ?  1  doubt,  whoever  would  fuit  the  defini- 
tion to  the  perfons,  muft  make  it  dire<fHy  contrary 
to  what  we  underftood  it  at  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 


*  It  fljould  be,  fo/r/3'  and  cleArlj^. 

f  H^add^  here,  ia  improperly  ufcd  for,  JhculS. 
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In  order  to  remove  thefe  mifappreheiifions  among 
us,  I  believe,  it  will  be  neceflkry,  upon  occafion, 
to  deteft  the  malice  and  falfhood  ^of  fome  popular 
maxims,  which  thofe  idiots  fcatter  from  the  prefs 
twice  a  week,  and  draw  a  hundred  abfurd  confe- 
quences  from  them. 

For  example  ;  I  have  heard  it  often  objected,  as 
a  great  piece  of  infolence  in  the  clergy  and  others., 
to  fay  or  hint,  that  the  church  was  in  danger, 
when  it  was  voted  otherwife  in  parliament  fome 
years  ago  ;  and  the  queen  herfeif,  in  her  lafl:  fpeech, 
did  openly  condemn  all  fuch  iafinuations.  Not- 
withftanding  which,  I  did  then,  and  do  ftill,  be- 
lieve the  church  has,  fuice  that  vote,  been  in  very 
imminent  danger ;  and  I  think  I  might  then  have 
{aid  fo,  without  the  lead  offence  to  her  majefty,  or 
cither  of  the  two  houles.  The  queen's  words,  as 
near  as  I  can  remember,  mentioned  the  church 
being  in  danger  from  her  adminiftration  ;  and  who- 
ever fays  or  thinks  that,  deferves,  in  my  opinion, 
to  be  hanged  for  a  traitor :  but,  that  the  church 
and  ftate,  may  be  both,  in  danger,  under  the  beft 
princes  that  ever  reigned,  and  without  the  leaft 
guilt  of  theirs.  Is  fuch  a  truth,  as  a  man  muft  he 
a  great  ftranger  to  hiftory  and  common  fenfe,  ta 
doubt.  The  wifeft  prince  on  earth,  may  be  forced, 
by  the  neceflity  of  his  affairs,  and  the  prefcnt  power 
of  an  unruly  faction  ;  or  deceived,  by  the  craft  of 
ill-defigning  men.  One  or  two  minifters,  moft  in 
his  confidence,  may  at  firft  have  good  intentions, 
but  grow  corrupted  by  time,  by  avarice,  by  love, 
by  ambition,  and  have  fairer  terms  offered  them  to 

Q  4  ^t^j:% 
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gratify  their  paffions  or  interefts,  from  one  fet  of 
men  than  another,  until  they  are  too  far  involved 
for  a  retreat ;  and  fo  be  forced  to  take  feven  fpirits 
more  wicked  than  themfelves.  This  is  a  very  pof- 
lible  cafe  ;  and  will  not  the  laft  ftate  of  fuch  men 
be  worfe  than  the  firft  ?  that  is  to  fay,  will  not 
the  publick,  which  was  fafe  at  firft,  grow  in  dan- 
ger by  fuch  proceedings  as  thefe?  And  (hall  a 
faithful  fubjedt,  who  forefees  and  trembles  at  the 
confequences,  be  called  difafFefted,  becaufe  he  de- 
livers his  opinion,  although  the  prince  declares,  as 
he  juftly  may,  that  the  danger  is  not  owing  to  his 
adminiftration  ?  or  fliall  the  prince  himfelf  be 
blamed,  when,  in  fuch  a  junfture,  he  puts  his 
affairs  into  other  hands,  with  the  univerfal  applaufe 
of  his  people  ?  As  to  the  vote  againft  thofe  who 
fhould  affirm  the  church  was  in  danger,  I  think  it 
likewife  referred  to  danger  from,  or  under,  the 
queen*s  adminiftration  ;  for  I  neither  have  it  by  me, 
nor  can  fuddenly  have  recourfc  to  it;  but,  if  it 
were  otherwife,  I  know  not  how  it  can  refer  to  any 
dangers,  but  what  were  paft,  or  at  that  time  pre-^ 
fent ;  or  how  it  could  affeft  the  future,  unlefs  the 
fenators  were  all  infpired,  or  at  leaft  that  majority 
which  voted  it :  neither  do  I  fee  it  is  any  crime,^ 
farther  than  ill  manners,  to  differ  in  opinion  from 
a  majority  of  either  or  both  houfes  ;  and  *  that  ill 
manners,  I  muft  confefs,  I  have  been  often  guilty 
of  for  fome  years  paft,  although  I  hope  I  never  ftiall 
again. 

*  Tiai  iU  mannfrs  \%  ccrtaiDly  uogrammatical ;   it  ftiould  be,   that 
fpcciciofill  manners. 

2  Another 
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Another  topick  of  great  ufe  to  thefe  weekly  in* 
fiamersy  is,   the  young  pretender  in  France,  to 
whom  their  whole  party  is  in  a  high  meafure  in* 
debted  for  all  their  greatnefs ;  and  whenever  it  lies 
in  their  power,  they  may  perhaps  return  their  ac- 
knowledgments, as,  out  of  their  zeal  for  frequent 
revolutions,  they  were  ready  to  do  to  his  fuppofed 
father ;  which  is  a  piece  of  fecret  hiftory,  that  I 
hope  will  one  day  fee  the  light ;  and  I  am  fure  it 
(hall,  if  ever  I  am  mafter  of  it,  without  regarding 
whofe  ears  may  tingle.     But  at  prefent,  the  word 
preunder^  is  a  term  of  art  in  their  profeffion.    A 
fecretary  of  ftate  cannot  defire  leave  to  refign,  but 
the  pretender  is  at  bottom ;  the  queen  cannot  dif- 
folve  a  parliament,  but  it  is  a  plot  to  dethrone  her- 
felf  and  bring  in  the  pretender ;  half  a  fcore  ftock- 
jobbers  are  playing  the  knave  in  Exchange- alley, 
and  there  goes  the  pretender  with  a  fponge.     One 
would  be  apt  to  think,  they  bawl  out  the  pretender 
fo  often,   to  take  off  the  terror ;  or  tell  fo  many 
lies  about  him,  to  (lacken  our  caution,  that  when 
he  is  really  coming,  by  their  connivance,  we  may 
not  believe  them  ;  as  the  boy  ferved  the  (hepherds 
about  the  coming  of  the  wolf:  or  perhaps  they 
fcare  us  with  the  pretender,  becaufe  they  think  he 
may  be  like  fome  difeafes,  that  come  with  a  fright. 
Do  they  not  believe,  that  the  queen's  prefent  mi- 
niftry  love  her  majefty,  at  leaft  as  well  as  fome 
others  loved  the  church  ?     And  why  is  it  not  as 
great  a  mark  of  difafFeftion  now,  to  fay  the  queen 
\s  in  danger,  as  it  was  fome  months  ago  to  affirm 
the  fame  of  the  church  ?     Suppofe  it  be  a  falfe 

Qpinlon^ 
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opinion,  that  the  queen's  right  is  hereditary  and  in- 
defeafible ;  yet  how  is  it  poffible  that  thofe  who 
hold  and  believe  fuch  a  doctrine,  can  be  in  the  pre- 
tender's intereft  ?     His  title  is  weakened  by  every 
argument   that  ftrengthens  hers :  it  is  as  plain  as 
the  words  of  an  aft  of  parliament  can  make  it, 
That  her  prefent  majefty  is  heir  to  the  lurvivor  of 
the  late  king  and  queen  her  fiftej^ :  is  not  that  an 
hereditary  right  ?     What  need  we  explain  it  any 
ferther  ?    I    have  known    an  article  of  faith  ex- 
pounded in  much  loofer  and  more  general  terms, 
and  that,  by  an  author,  whofe  opinions  are  very 
much  followed  by  a  certain  party.     Suppofe  we  go 
farther,  and  examine  the  word  indefeofhle^   with 
which  fome  writers  of  late  have  made  themfelves 
{o  merry  :  1  confefs,at  is  hard  to  conceive  how  any 
law,  which  the  fupreme  power  makes,  may  not  by 
the  fame  power  be  repealed ;  fo  that  I  (hall  not  de- 
termine,  whether  the  queen's  right  be  iudefeafible 
or  not.     But  this  I  will  maintain,  that  whoever 
affirms  it  fo,  is  not  guilty  of  a  crime ;  for  in  that 
Settlement  of  the  crown  after  the  Revolution,  where 
her  prefent  majcfty  is  named  in  remainder,  there 
are  (as  near  as  I  can  remember)  thefe  remarkable 
words,  *'  to  which  we  bind  ourfelves  and  our  pofte- 
*'  rity  for  ever."  Lawyers  may  explain  this,  or  call 
them  words  of  form  as  they  pleafe  ;  and  reafoners^ 
may  argue,  that  fuch  an  obligation  is  againft  the 
very  nature  of  government ;  but  a  plain   reader, 
who  takes  the  words  in  their  natural  meaning,  may 
be  exculed  in  thinking  a  right  fa  confirmed  is  inde-  - 

feafiblt. ; 
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feaiible ;  and  if  there  be  an  abfurdity  in  fuch  an 
opinion,  he  is  not  to  anfwcr  for  it. 

P.  S.  When  this  paper  was  going  to  the  prefs,  the 
printer  brought  me  two  more  Obfervators^ 
wholly  taken  up  in  my  Examiner  upon  lying, 
which  I  was  at  the  pains  to  read  ;  and  they  arc 
juft  fuch  an  anfwer,  as  the  two  others  I  have 
mentioned.  This  is  all  I  have  to  fay  on  that 
matter. 

NUMBER    XVI. 

Thurfday,  Novenpber  23,   1710. 

^i  funt  honi  chesf  ^i  hellij  qui  domi  de  patrid  hem 
merentesy  niji  qui  patriae  beneficia  meminerunt  ? 

Who  is  the  good  and  laudable  citizen  ?  Who  in  pcacc^ 
or  who  in  war  has  merited  the  favour  of  his  country  ? 
Who  but  that  perfon  who  with  gratitude  remembers 
and  acknowledges  the  favours  and  rewards  he  has  aU 
ready  received . 

IW I L  L  employ  this  prefent  paper  upon  a  fub- 
je£l^  which  of  late  has  very  much  afFedled  me, 
which  I  have  confidered  with  a  good  deal  of  appli- 
cation, and  made  feveral  enquiries  about  among 
thofe  perfbns,  who,  I  thought,  were  beft  able  to 
inform  me ;  and  if  I  deliver  my  fentiments  with 
foine  freedom,  I  hope  it  will  be  forgiven,  while  I 
accompany  it  with  that  tendernefs,  which  fo  nice 
a  point  requires. 

I  faid 
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.    I  faid  in  a  former  paper,  (Number  13)  that  one 
fpecious  objeftion  to  late  removals  at  court,  was, 
the  fear  of  giving  uneafinefs  to  a  general,  who 
has  been  long  fuccefsful  abroad ;  and  accordingly, 
the  common  clamour  of  tongues  and  pens  for  fome 
^aonths  paft  has  run  againft  the  bafenefs,  the  in- 
conftancy,  and  ingratitude  of  the  whole  kingdom 
to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  in  return  of  the  moft 
eminent  fervices,  that  ever  were  performed  by  ^ 
iubjeft,  to  his  country  ;  not  to  be  equalled  in  hif- 
toiy :  and  then,  to  be  fure,  fome  bitter  ftroke  of 
detraction  againft  Alexander  and  Caefar,  who  never 
^id  us  the  leaft  injury.     Befides,  the  people  who 
read  Plutarch,  come  upon  us  with  parallels  drawn 
from  the  Greeks  and  Romans,   who  ungratefully 
dealt  with  I  know  not  how  many  of  their  moft 
deferving  generals;  while  the  profounder  politi- 
cians,   have  feen  pamphlets,  where  Tacitus  and 
Machiavel  have  been   quoted,  tp  (hew  the  danger 
of  too  refplendent  a  merit.     If  a  ftranger  fhould 
hear  thefe  furious  out-cries  of  ingratitude  *  againft 
our  general  without  knowing  the  particulars,  he 
would  be  apt  to  enquire,  where  was  his  tomb,  or 
whether  he  were  allowed  chriftian  burial  ?    not 
doubting  but  we  had  put  him  to  fome  ignominious 
death.      Or  has  he  been  tried  for  his  life,    and 
very  narrowly  efcaped  ?    has  he  been  accufed  of 
high  crimes  and  mifdeameanors  ?  has  the  prince 

•  By  this  mode  of  cxpreffion  may  he  meant  the  geDcra1*s  iognirirucfe» 
not  that  of  the  nation ;  inHead  of  a^aiji/I,  the  word  ihoold  have  beta 
towards ;  as  thus,  ^  If  a  ftranger  (hould  hear  thefe  fvjurious  out^criet  of  in- 
gratitude KHttiir^f  OMr  gcncal/  Uq. 

fcized 
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feized  on  his  ef^te,  and  left  h^m  tc>  ftarve  I  ha9 
iie  been  hooted  at,  as  he  pafled  the  ftreets,  by  aoi 
ungrateful  rabble  ?  have  neitheir  honours,  offices^ 
nor  grants  been  conferred  qu  hioi  or  his  family  ? 
have  not  he  and  they  been  barbaroufly  ftript  of 
them  all  ?  have  not  he  and  and;  his  forces  been  ill 
paid  abroad  ?  and  does  not  the  prince,  by  a  fcantjr 
limited  commidion,  hinder  him  from  purfuing  his 
own  methods  in  the  conduft  of  the  war  ?  has  he 
no  power  at  all  of  difpoting  of  commiflions  as  he 
pleafes  ?  is  he  not  feverely  ufed  by  the  miniftry 
or  parliament,    who  yearly  call  him   to  a  AriOt 
account  ?  has  the  fenate  ever  thanked  him  for  good 
fuccefs,  and  have  they  not  always  publicly  cen- 
fured   him  for  the  leaft  mifcarriage  ? — ^Will  the 
acufers  of  the  nation  join  iflbe  upon  any  of  thefe 
particulars,  or  tell  us  in  what  point  our  damnable 
fin  of  ingratitude  lies  ? — Why,  it  is  plain  and  clear ; 
for  while  he  is  commanding  abroad,    the  queen 
diiTolves  her  parliament,  and  changes  her  miniftry 
at  home ;    in  which  univerfal  calamity,   no  lefs 
than  two  perfons' allied  by  marriage  to  the  general, 
have  loft  their  places.    Whence  came  this  wonder- 
ful fympathy  between  the  civil  and  military  pow- 
ers ?  Will  the  troops  in  Flanders  refufe  to  fight 
unlefs  they  can  have  their  own  lord  keeper,  their 
own  lord  prefident  of  the  council,  their  own  par- 
liament ?  In  a  kingdom  where  tlie  people  are  free, 
how  came  they  to  be  fo  fond  of  having  their  coun- 
fels  under  the  influence  of  their  army,  or  thofe 
that  lead  it  ?  who,  in  all  well-inftituted  ftates,  had 
no  commerce  with  the  civil  power,  farther  than 

to 
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to  receive  their  orders,  ^nd  obey  them  without  re- 
ferve. 

When  a  general  is  not  {6  popukr,  either  in  hi^ 
army  or  at  home,  ^s  one  might  exped  from  i 
long  courfe  of  fticcefs ;  it  may  perhaps  be  afcribed 
to  his  wifdom,  or  perhaps  to  his  complexion. 
The  poflcffion  of  fome  one  quality,  or  defeft  in 
fome  other,  will  extremely  damp  the  people's 
favour,  as  well  as  the  love  of  the  foldiers.  Be- 
iides,  this  is  not  an  age  to  produce  favourites  of 
the  people,  while  we  live  under  a  queen,  who  en- 
*grofles  all  our  love  and  all  our  veneration;  and  where 
the  only  way,  for  a  great  general  or  minifter,  to 
atquire  any  degree  of  fubordinate  affedion  from 
the  publick,  muft  be,  by  all  marks  of  the  moft 
entire  fubmiflion  and  refpeft,  to  her  facred  perfba 
and  commands ;  otherwife,  no  pretence  of  great 
lervices,  either  in  the  field  or  the  cabinet,  will  be 
able  to  flcreen  them  from  univerfal  hatred. 

But  the  late  miniftry  was  clofely  joined  to  the 
general  by  friendfliip,  intereft,  alliance,  inclina- 
tion, and  opinion ;  which  cannot  be  affirmed  of  the 
prefent :  and  the  ingratitude  of  the  nation  lies  in 
the  people's  joining  as  one  man  to  wi(h,  that  fuch 
a  miniftry  (hould  be  changed.  Is  it  not  at  the 
fame  time  notorious  to  the  whole  kingdom,  that 
nothing  but  a  tender  regard  to  the  general,  was 
able  to  preferve  that  miniftry  fo  long,  until 
neither  God  nor  man  could  fufFer  their  conti- 
nuance? Yet,  in  the  higheft  ferment  of  things, 
we  heard  few  or  no  reflexions  upon  this  great  com- 
mander ;    but  ail  feemed  unanimous  in    wiftiing 

he 
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he  might  ftill  be  at  the  head  of  the  cohfederate 
forces ;  only  at  the  fame  time,  in  cafe  he  were 
rcfolved  to  refign>  they  chofe  rather  to  tura  their 
thoughts  fomewhere  elfe,  than  throw  up  all  ia 
defpalr.  And  this  I  cannot  but  add,  in  defence  of 
the  people,  with  regard  to  the  perfbn  we  are  fpeak- 
ing  of,  that  in  the  high  ftation  he  has  been  for 
many  years  paft,  his  real  defeats  (as  nothing  hu- 
man is  without  them)  have,  in  a  detra6feing  age, 
been  very  fparingly  mentioned  either  in  libels  or 
converfation,  and  all  his  fucceffes  very  freely  and 
univerfally  applauded. 

There  is  an  aftive  and  a  paffive  ingratitude :  ap« 
plying  both  to  this  occafion,  we  may. fay,  the 
firft  is,  when  a  prince  or  people  returjis  good  fervi- 
ces  with  cruelty  or  ill  ufage ;  the  other  is,  when 
good  fervices  are  not  at  all,  or  very  meanly  reward- 
ed. We  have  already  fpoken  of  the  former  ;  kt 
us  therefore  in  the  feoond  place  examine  how  the 
fervices  of  our  general  have  been  rewarded ;  and 
whether,  upon  that  article,  either  prince  or  people^ 
have  been  guilty  of  ingratitude  ? 

Thofe  are  the  moft  valuable  rewards,  which  arc 
given  to  us  from  the  certain  knowledge  of  the 
donor,  that  they  fit  our  temper  beft :  I  (hall  there- 
fore fay  nothing  of  the  title  of  duke,  or  the  gar- 
ter, which  the  queen  beftowed  upon  the  general  in 
the  beginning  of  her  reign  ;  but  I  fhall  come  to 
more  fubftantial  inftances,  and  mention  nothing, 
which  has  not  been  given  in  the  face  of  the  world. 
The  lands  of  Woodftock  rhny,  I  believe,  be  rec* 
koned  worth  40,000/. ;  on  the  building  of  Blen- 
heim 
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heim  cafUe  2009000/.  have  been  already  expended^ 
although  it  be  not  yet  near  finiflied ;  the  grant 
of  5000/.  per  annum  on  the  poft  office  is  richly 
worth  100,000/.  his  principality  in  Germany  may 
be  computed  at  30,000/.  piftures,  jewels,  and 
other  gifts  from  foreign  princes,  60,000 /•  the  grant 
at  the  Pall-mall,  therangerfhip,  &c.  for  want  of  more 
certain  knowledge,  may  be  called  1 0,000 /•  his  own 
and  his  duchefs*s  employments  at  five  years  value, 
reckoning  only  the  known  and  avowed  falaries, 
are  very  low  rated  at  100,000/.  Here  is  a  good 
deal  above  half  a  million  of  money ;  and,  I  dare 
fay,  thofc  who  are  loudeft  with  the  clamour  of  in- 
gratitude, will  readily  own,  that  all  this  is  but  a 
trifle,  in  comparifoan  of  what  is  untold. 

The  reafon  of  my  ftating  this  account,  is  only  to 
convince  the  world,  that  we  are  not  quite  fo  un- 
grateful either  as  the  Greeks  or  the  Romans  ;  and 
in  order  to  adjuft  the  matter  with  all  fiairnefs,  I 
ihall  confine  myfelf  to  the  latter,  who  were  much 
the  more  generous  of  the  two.  A  vidlorious  gene- 
ral of  Rome,  in  the  height  of  that  empire,  having 
-entirely  fubdued  his  enemies,  was  rewarded  with 
the  larger  triumph,  and  perhaps  a  ftatue  in  the 
Forum,  a  bull  for  a  facrifice,  an  embroidered  gar* 
xnent  to  appear  in,  a  crown  of  laurel,  a  monumen- 
tal trophy  with  infcriptions ;  fometimes  five  hun- 
dred or  a  thoufaixd  copper  coins  were  ftruck  on  oc- 
cafion  of  the  vidlory,  which,  doing  honour  to  the 
general,  we  will  place  to  his  account ;  and  laftly, 
fometimes,  although  not  very  frequently,  a  trium- 
phal arch,     Thefe  are  all  the  rewards,  that  I  can 

call 
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call  to  mind,  which  a  vidorious  geii^ral  received^ 
after  his  return  frdm  the  mcJft  glorious  expedition  ; 
having  conquered  feme  great  kingdom,  brought  the 
king  himfelf,    iiis  family*    and  nobles,    to  adora 
the  triumph,  in  chains ;  and  made   the  klngddiri, 
either  a  Roman  jjirdvince,  or  at  bed,  A  poor  depend- 
ing ftate,    in    hunible  alliance  *  to  that  erriplrci 
Now,  of  all  thefe  rewards,  1  find  but  two  Which 
Were   df  rear  profit    to  the  general;    the  laurel 
crown^  made  and  fcnt  him  at  the  thjtrgc  of  the 
publick,  and  the  embroidered  garment ;  but  I  can-. 
ndt  find,  whethef  this  laft  was  paid  for  by  the  fc- 
nate  or  the  general :    however  we  will  take  the. 
more  favourable  opinion  ;  ahd  In  all  the  reft  admit 
tiie  whole  i^jcpence^  as  if  it  were   ready  money  hi 
the  general's  fJocket.     Now,    according  to  thefe 
computations  on  both  Udes,  we  will  draw  up  two 
h\r  acdount^ ;  the  one,  of  lloman  gratitude  j  and 
the  others  of  Brltifh  ingratitude ;  and  fet  them  toge^ 
ther  in  balance. 


*.lr  ftoiiM^be— in  humble  alCir.ce  ^iil*  iltat  ^nipirc*    Wc  fay — HUM 
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A  bill  of  Roman  gratitude. 

Iipprim.  £*     ^*    ^' 

For  frankincenfe  and  earthen  pots  tol 
^         .    .  ■  >     4  lo     o 

bum  It  4n  J 

A.  bull  for  facrifice                                      8  o  q 

An  embroidered  garment                          co  o  o 

A.  crown  of  laurel                                      o  o  z 

A*ftatue                                                  .  loo  o  o 

Atrophy                                                  8o  o  o 

Athoufand  copper  medals,  value  half-  ^ 

•  pence  a-piece  J 

A*  triumphal  arch                                    500  o  o 

A^triumphal  car^  valued  as  a  modem  i  _  ^ 

icoach  J 

Cafual  chai|;es  at  the  triumph                150  o  o 
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A  bill  of  BRi'f  ISH  ingratitude. 

Tmprim.  ^. 

Woodftock  4o,coa 

Blenheim  200,000 

Poft-office  grant  100,000 

Mildenheim  30,000 

Pifturea,  jewels,  &e.  60,000 

Pall-mall  grant,  &Cr  10,000- 

Employments  100,000 

540,000 
This 
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This  is^  an  account  of  the  Vifible  profits  oh  both' 
fides }  and-  if  the  Rdtrian'  general  had'  any  private' 
Jjerquifites,  they  rtiay  be  eafily  difcoimtedj  and  by 
more  probabld  computations ;  and  differ  yet  mdrd 
upon  the  balance,  if  \*e  Co'ilfider,  that  all  the  gold' 
and  filvcr  for  fafegUdfds  and  contributions,  alfo  all 
valuable  prizes  taken  ill  the  war,  were  openly  ex-^ 
pc(ed  in  the  tnunjjih,  and  then  lodged  in  the  cia* 
pitol  *fot  the  public  fervlcei 

So  that,  upon  the  whole,  we  at*d  not  yef  qtiitC 
fo  bad  at  xVorftj  as  the  Romans  were  at  befit.     And 
L  doubt,  thdfe  who  faife  this  hideous  cry  of  iiigrati^  '• 
tude^  may  be  mightily  miftaken  in  the  conleqiiehccj' 
they  propofe  from  fuch  complaints*     I  remembeif 
a    laying   of  Seneca^    Multos  ingratoi   invenirhuff 
plures  Juamus  ;  we  find  many  ungrateful  perforia-* 
in  the  world,  but  we  make  more,  by  fettirig  too 
high  a  rate  upon  our  pretentions,    and  undetva** 
luing  the  rewards  we  receive.     When  unreafonableJ 
bills  are  brought  in,  they  odght  to  be  taxed,  or  cut 
off  in  the  middle^     Where  thete  have  been  long  ac-i 
cbUnts  between  two  perfbns,  I  have  known  one  of^ 
them  perpetually  making  large  deniands,  and  prefa^ 
fing  for  payment ;  who,  when  the  accounts  wetd  * 
caft  up  on  both  fides,  was   found  to  be  debtor  fof 
fome  hundreds*     I  am  thinking,  if  a  proclamation 
were  iffued  out  for  every  man  to  fend  in  his  bill 
of  meritSj  and  the  loweft  price  he  fet  them  at^ 
what  a  pretty  fum  it  would  amoiint  to^  and  how 
many  fuch  iflaftds  as  this,  muft  be  fold  to  pay  them* 
1  form  my  judgment  from  the  praftice  of  thofe^ 
whafometiftitfs  happen  to  pay  themfclves }  and  I 
dare  affirm^  would  not  be  fo  unjuH:  <f3  td  take  a 
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fiirthing  more  than  they  think  is  due  to  their  de- 
fcrts.  I  will  iuftance  only  in  one  article :  a  lady  * 
of  my  acquaintance  appropriated  twenty-fix  pounds 
a  year  out  of  her  allowance^  for  certain  ufcs,  which 
her  woman  t  received,  and  was  to  pay  to  the 
lady  or  her  order,  as  it  was  called  for.  But  after 
eight  years  it  appeared,  upon  the  ftrideft  calcu-. 
lation,  that  the  woman  had  paid  but  four  pounds 
a  year,  and  funk  two  and  twenty  for  her  own 
pocket.  It  is  but  fuppofing,  inftead  of  twenty-fix 
pounds,  twenty-fix  thoufand;  and  by  that  you  may 
judge,  what  the  pretenfions  of  modem  merit  are, 
where  it  happens  to  be  its  own  paymafter. 


*  Suppo&d  to  be  her  late  majefiy  queen  Anne. 

f  The  matter  was  this :  Ac  the  Queen's  acceflion  to  thefi;oTemmeD% 
(hf  uied  to  lanent  to  me,  that,  the  crown  being  iinpoveriihed  by  former 
graots,  (he  wanted  the  power  her  predecefTors  had  enjoyed  to/ewatd  taiih- 
lul  fenrants;  aqpi  (he  defired  me  to  take  oat  of  the  privy  purfe  2000/.  a 
year,  io  order  t^  purchafe  tor  my  advaacagc. — As  hcrMAjtsTY  was 
6>  good  to  profide  for  my  children,  and  as  the  offices  1  enjoyed  by  her 
fiTOur  brought  me  in  more  than  I  wanted — 1  conilantfy  declined  it  till 
the  time— (he  was  pleafed  to  difmifs  me  from  her  iervice.  Then  indeed — 
I  ient  the  queen  one  of  her  own  letters,  in  which  (he  had  preiled  me  to 
take  the  2000 /•  t  vcar ;  and  I  wrote  at  the  fame  time  to  ale  her  maijefty 
whether  Ihe  would  allow  me  to  charge  in  the  privy  purfe  accounts, 
which  I  was  tofend  her,  that  yearly  fum  fiom  the  time  ot  the  offer,  amount- 
ina;  to  iB^oOoL  Her  majeily  was  pleafed  to  anfwer,  I  might  charge  ic  . 
ifis  theidbre  I  did.  Account  of  the  condndt  of  the  dowager  ducheis 
of  Marlboroaghi  pr  2941,  295. 
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NUMBER    XVII. 

ThurfHay,  November  3  ^,  17 10. 

j^i  res  luxuries  infiagUnsy  avaritia  in  rafiniSy  fuperbid 
in  contumeliis  efficcre  potviffet ;  eas  omnes  fefe^  hoc  una 
praetor e  per  trienniumy  pertulijfe  aiebmtt. 

Thefe  things  were  the  efFefts  of  his  fcandalous  and  un- 
bounded luxury,  his  infatiable  avarice,  his  contume- 
lious infolence.  Thefe  were  the  fuffcrings  of  that  un- 
happy nation,  for  three  years,  under  his  oppreffivc  go- 
vernment, 

WH  E  N  I  firft  undertook  this  paper,  I  was 
refolved  to  concern  myfelf  only  with  things, 
and  not  with  perfbns.  Whether  I  have  kept  or 
broken  this  refolution,  I  cannot  recoiled  ;  and  I 
will  not  be  at  the  pains  to  examine,  but  Uave  the 
matter  to  thofe  little  antagonifts  who  jnay  want  a 
topick  for  criticifm'.  Thus  much  I  have  difcovered, 
that  it  is  in  writing,  as  in  building  ;  where,  after 
all  our  fchcmes  and  calculations,  we  are  mightily 
deceived  in  our  accounts,  and  offcen  forced  to  make 
ufe  of  any  materialb  we  can  find,  that  the  work 
may  be  kept  a  going,  Belides,  to  fpeak  my  opi- 
nion, the  things  I  have  occafion  to  mention  are 
fo  clpfely  linked  to  perfpns,  that  nothing  but  time 
(the  father  of  oblivion)  can  feparate  them.  Let 
me  put  a  parallel  cafe  :  fuppofe  I  (hould  complain, . 
that  laft  week  my  coach  was  within  an  inch  of 
overturning  in  a  fmooth  even  way,  and  .\r:..vn  by 
ycry  gentle  horfes  ;  to  be  fure,  all  ny  t  i> 
\rould  immediately  lay  the  fault  upon  John^  be- 

D  3  C2C0fe 
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paufe  they  knew  he  theii  prefided  m  my  coach-' 
|x>x.  Again^  fuppofe  I  .Ihould  difcover  fome  un- 
cafinefs  tq  find  myf^lf,  I  Jc.new  not  hgw,  over 
head  and  ears  in  debt,  althougii  I  were  fure  nny 
tenants  paid  their  rents  very  well,  and  that  1  never 
([pent  half  my  ingome ;  they  would  certainly  advife 
me  to  turn  cdi"  Mr.  Oldfbx  f  my  receiver,  and 
take  another.  Jf,  as  a  juftice  of  peace,  I  fhould 
tell  a  frien4,  that  my  warrants  and  mittimus's  were 
never  dravvn  up  as  I  would  have  themj  that  I  had 
the  misfortune  to  fend  an  houofi:  man  to  gaol,  and 
difmifs  a  knave  ;  he  would  bid  me  no  longer  truft 
Charles  and  H?rry  -f^,  my  two  clerks,  vi;hom  he 
knew  to  be  ignorant,  wilful,  aflbming,  and  ill-in- 
clined fellows.  If  I  fliQijld  add,  that  my  tenants 
made  nie  very  uneafy  with  their  fquabbles  and 
broils  among  themfelves ;  he  yvould  counfel  me  to 
cafliierWill  Bigamy  |,  the  fenefchal  of  niy  manor. 
And  laftly,  if  my  neighbour  and  I  hajSpened  to 
have  a  nufunderftanding  about  the  delivery  of  a 
meflage,  what  could  I  do  lefs  than  ftrip  ;|nd  dif-. 
jcard  the  blundering  or  malicious  rafcal,  who  car-» 
ried  it  ? 

It  isthqfame  thing  in  the  conduit  of  public 
affairs,  where  they  have  Ueen  managed  with  ra(h- 
riefs  or  wilfulnefs,  corruption,  ignorance,  or  in- 
juftice.  Barely  to  relate  t\}p  fafts,  at  Icaft  while 
tl][ey.are  frefh  in  memory,  will  as,  much  refle6b 
ypqii  the  perfons  concerned,  as  if  wc  had  told  their 
n^mes  at  length. 

^  h.  Godolphin.        +  E.  of  Sunderland,  and  Henry  Boyle,  E(qjj 
^\c  at  ttMft  time  fi^urics  of  ilatf. .      Z  L^  Cbj^cjiU)q(  Cowptr. 

I  have 
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I  have  therefore  fince  thought  of  another  expe- 
dient, frequently  pra<5iifcd  with  great  faftty  and 
fuccefs  by  fatirical  writers  ;  which  is,  that  of  loob* 
ing  into  hiftory  for  fbme  chirafter  bearing  a  refenir 
blance  to  the  perfon  we  would- defcribe  ;  and  with 
the  abfolute  power  of  altering,  adding,  or  fuppreC- 
fing  what  circiimftances  we  pleafe,  I  conceive  wp 
muft  have  very  bad  luck,  or  very  little  Ikill,  to  fail. 
However,  fbme  days  ago  in  a  cofFee-houfe  looking 
into  one  of  the  poHtic  weekly  papers,  I  found  the 
writer  had  fallen  into  this  fcheme ;  and  I  happened 
to  light  on  that  part,  where  he  was  defcribing  a 
perfon,  who,  from  fmall  beginnings,  grew  (as  I 
remember)  to  be  cdnftable  of  France,  and  had  a 
very  haughty  imperious  wife.  I  took  the  author 
for  a  friend  to  our  faftion  ;  for  fo,  with  great  pro- 
priety of  fpeech,  they  call  the  queen  and  miniftry, 
almoft  the  whole  clergy,  and  nine  parts  in  ten  of 
the  kingdom  ;  and  I  faid  to  a  gentleman  near  m^, 
that  although  I  knew  well  enough  what  perfons 
the  author  meant,  yet  there  were  feveral  particu- 
lars in  the  hufband's  character,  which  I  could  not 
reconcile  ;  for  that  of  the  lady,  it  vvas  juft  and  ade- 
quate enough.  But  it  feems  I  miftook  the  whole 
matter,  and  applied  all  I  had  read  to  a  couple  of 
perfons,  who  were  not  at  that  trnie  in  the  writer's 
thoughts. 

Now,  to  avoid  fuch  a  misfortune  as  this,  I  have 
been  for  fome  time  confulting  Livy  and  Tacitus,  to 
find  out  the  charadler  of  a  Princeps  fenatus,  a  Prae- 
tor urbanus,  a  Quaeftor  aerarius,  a  Caefari  ab  epif- 
tolis,  and  a  Proconful :  but  among  the  worft  of 
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them,  I  cannot  difcover  one,  from  whom  to  draw 
'a  parallel  without  doing  injury  to  a  Roman  memo- 
ty  :  fo  that  I  am  compelled  to  have   recourfe  to 
"TPully.     But,  this  author  relating  fafts  pnJy  as  an 
prator,  I  thought  it  would  be  bcft  to  obferve  his 
method,  and  make  an  extraft  from  fix  harangues  of 
•hisagainft  Verres,  only  ftill  preferving  the  form  of 
an  oration,  I  remember  a  younger  brother  of  mine, 
•who  deceafed  about  two  months  ago,  prefented  the 
'.world  with  a  fpeech  of  Alcibiades  againft  an  Athe-r 
nian  brewer.     Now  I  am  told  for  certain,  that  in 
thofe  days  there  was  no  ale  in  Athens;   therefore 
that  fpfciech,  or  at  leaft  a  great  part  of  it,  muft  necd^ 
be  fpurious.     The  difference  between   my  brother 
and  me  is  this  ;  he  makes  Alcibiades   fay   a  great 
deal  more  than  he  really  did,  and  I  make  Cicero 
fay  a  great  deal  lefs.     This  Verres  *  had  been  the 
Roman  governor  qf  Sicily  fpr  three  years  ;  and,  on 
his  return  from  his  government,  the  Sicilians  en- 
treated Cicero  to  impeach  him  in  the  fenate ;  which 
he  accordingly  did  in  feveral  orations,   ^yhence  I 
have  faithfully  tranflated  and  abftradlcd  that  whic^i 
follows : 

"  My  Lokds, 

ff  A  pernicious  opinion  has  for  fome  time  pre- 
'f>  vailed,  not  only  at  Rome,  but  among  our  neigh- 
f  bouring  nations,  that  a  man  who  has  money 
ft  enough,  although  he  be  eyef  fo  guilty,  cannot 
f*  be  condemned  in  this  place.  But,  however  in- 
f  *  duftrioufly  this  opinion  be  fpread  to  cafl  an  pdiui^ 

*  Bail  of  Wharton,  lord  licutecsuit  of  Irf^Iaod, 

^'  on 
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^^  on  the  fenate,  we  have  brought  before  your  lord- 
•*(hips  Caius  Verres,  a  perfon,  for  his  life  and 
f*  aftions,  already  condemned  by  all  men ;  but,  as 
"  he  hopes  and  gives  out,  by  the  influence  of  his 
^*  wealth  to  be  h?re  abfolyed  :  in  condemning  this 
f*  m^n,  you  have  gn  opportunity  of  belying  that 
f^  general  fcandal,  of  Redeeming  the  credit  loft  by 
f*  former  judgements,  and  recovering  the  love  of 
^^  the  Roman  people,  as  well  3s  of  pur  neighbours^ 
^'  I  have  brought  here  a  nian  before  you,  nyr  lords, 
''  who  is  a  robber  of  th^  public  treafure,  an  over- 
♦*  turner  pf  law  ajid  juftice,  and  the  difgrace  as 
"  well  as  deftruSion  pf  the  Sicilian  province ;  of 
"  whom  if  you  fhall  determine  with  equity  and 
^*  due  feverity,  your  authority  ^^ill  remain  entire, 
^'  and  upon  fuch  an  eftablifhment  as  it  ought  to  be : 
^*  but,  if  hi§  great  riches  will  be  able  to  force  their 
"  way  through  that  religious  reverence  and  truth, 
"which   become  fo  awful   an  affembly;    I  (hall 
"  however  obtain  tl^us  much,  that  the  defedl  will 
^'  be  laid  where  it  ought ;  and  that  it  fhall  not  be 
•'  objected,  that  the  criminal  was  not  produced,  or 
'*  that  there  wanted  an  orator  to  accufe  him.  This 
•*inan,    my  lords,   has   publicly  faid,   that  thofc 
"  ought  to  be  afraid  of  accufations,  who  have  only 
"  robbed  enough  for  their  own  fupport  and  main- 
^'  tenance  ;  but  that  he  has  plundered  fufficient  to 
'*  bribe  numbers ;  and  that  nothing  is  fo  high  or 
*^  fb  holy,  which  money   cannot  corrupt.     Take 
^*  that  fupport  from  him,  and  he  can  have  no  other 
^<  left :  for  what  eloquence  will  be  able  to  defend 
<*  a  man,  whofe  life  has  been  tainted  with  fo  ---    - 

"  \C..  ..•....,  .\^. 
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(caiidalous  vices,  and  who  has  been  fo  long  con- 
demned by  the  univerf^l  opinion  of  the  world  i 
To  pafs  over  the  foul  ftains  and  ignominy  of  his 
yonth,  his  corrupt  management  in  all  employ- 
ments he  has. borne,  his  treachery  and  irreligion, 
his  injuftice  and  oppreflion  ;  he  has  left  of  laR 
fuch  rtionuments  of  his  villainies  ip  Sicily,  made 
fuch  havock  and  confufion  there,  during  his  go- 
vernment, that  the  province  cannot  by  an) 
means  Ke  reftored  to  its  former  ftate,  and  hardlj 
recover  itfelf  at  all,  ufider  many  years,  and  b) 
a  long  fucceflion  of  good  governors.  While  this 
man  governed  in  that  ifland,  the  Sicilians  had 
neither  the  benefit  of  oiir  laws,  nor  their  own, 
lior  eVeri  of  common  right.  In  Sicily,  no  man 
hbtv  pbffeffes  more  than  what  the  governor's  lufl 
and  avarice  have  overlooked,  or  what  he  was 
forced  to  negle^V,  out  of  naere  wearinefs  and 
fatiity  of  oppreflion.  Every  thing,  where  he 
prefided,  was  determined  by  his  arbitrary  w^ll ; 
and  the  beft  fubjedls  he  treated  as  enemies .  To 
recount  his  abominable  debnucheries,  would,  of- 
fend any  modeft  ear,  fmce  fo  many-  could  noj 
preferve  their  daughters  and  v/ives  from  his  luft. 
I  belie Yc  there  is  no  nian,  who  ever  heard  hi$ 
name,  that  cannot  relate  his  enormities.  Wc 
bring  before  you  in  judgement,  my  lords,  a  pub- 
lifc  robber,  an  adulterer,  a  defiler  of  altars*^ 
an  enemy  of  religion,  and  of  all  that  is  facred.  In 

*  The  ilory  Qf  tbc  lord  Wharton  if  true;,  who,  with  fomc  otht 
fTrctcbti;  ^'iut  into  a'pulpit,  and  defiied'it  in  ihe  rooft  filthy  manner.  , 

**  Sicily 
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"  Sicily  he  fold  all  employments  of  judicature,  ma- 
"  giftracy,  and  truft,  places  in  the  council,  and  the 
"  priefthood  itfelf,  to  the  higheft  bidder  ;  and  has 
**  plundered  that  ifland  of  forty  millions  of  fefterccs. 
"  And  here  I  cannot  but  obfcrve  to  your  lordfhips^ 
^*  in  what  manner  Verres  paft  the  day  ;  the  morn* 
"  ing  was  (pent  in  taking  bribes  and  felling  em* 
^  ployments ;  the  reft  of  it,  in  drunkennefs  and 
'*luft.  His  difcourfe  at  table  was  fcandaloufly 
•*  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  his  ftation ;  noife^ 
"  brutality,  and  obfcenenefs.  One  particular  I  can- 
"  not  omit  ;  that  m  the  high  charader  of  governor 
**  of  Sicily,  \ipon  a  folemn  day,  a  day  fet  apart 
"  for  public  prayer  for  the  fafety  of  the  com- 
^  monwealth,  he  ftole  at  evening  in  a  chair  to  a 
*'  married  woman  of  infamous  character,  againft 
•'  ^11  decency  and  prudence,  as  well  as  againft  all 
"  laws  both  human,  and  divine.  Didft  thou  think, 
**  O  Verres  !  the  government  of  Sicily  was  given 
"  thee  with  fb  large  a  commiflion,  only,  by  the 
«*  power  of  that,  to  break  all  the  bars  of  law,  mo- 
^'  defty,  and  duty ;  to  fuppofe  all  mens  fortunesi 
"  thine,  and  leave  no  houfe  free  from  thy  rapine 
f^andluftr"  &c. 

This  cxtra£t,  to  deal  ingenuoufly,  has  coft  ftie 
more  paii^  than  I  think  it  is  worth  ;  having  only 
Jerved  to  convince  me^  that  modern  corruptions  ara 
not  to  be  paralleled  by  ancient  examples,  without 
Hairing  recourfe  to  poetry  or  fable.  For  inftance, 
I  neyer  read'  in  ftory  of  a  law  enafted  to  take 
away  the  fdrte  of  all  laws,  whatfoever  ;  by  which 
a  oian  may  fafely  pommit  upon  the  laft  of  June, 

wYvat 
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what  he  would  uifallibly  be  hanged  for,  if  he  com- 
mitted it  on  the  firft  of  July ;  by  which  the 
greateft  criminals  may  efcape,  provided  they  ccmi- 
linue  long  enough  in  power  to  antiquate  their 
crimes,  and  by  ftifling  them  a  while  can  deceive  the 
legiflature  into  an  amnefty,  of  which  the  enactors 
io  not  at  that  time  forefee  the  confequence.  A 
cautious  merchant  will  be  apt  to  fufpeft,  when  he 
finds  a  man  who  has  the  repute  of  a  cunning  dealer, 
nnd  with  whom  he  has  old  accounts,  urging  for  a 
general  releafe.  When  I  refleft  on  this  proceeding, 
I  am  not  furprifed  that  thofe,  who  contrived  a  par* 
liamentary  fponge,  for  their  crimes,  arc  now  afraid 
of  a  new  revolution  fponge,  for  their  money  :  and 
if  it  were  poflible  to  contrive  a  fponge,  that  could 
only  afFe<ft  thofe  who  had  need  of  tha-Qther,  per^ 
baps  it  would  not  be  ill  employed. 

NUMBER    XVIir. 

Thurfday,  December  o,  1710. 

^ippe  uhi  fas  verfiim  aique  nefat ;  tot  bell^p^r  orbem  \ 
Tarn  muUae  fcelerum  fades  — 

Where  facred  order  fraud  and  force  confound  | 
Where  impious  wars  and  tumults  rage  around^ 

I  A  M  often  violently  tempted  to  let  the  world 
freely  know,  who  the  author  of  this  paper  is  ; 
to  tell  them  my  name  and  titles  at  length ;  which 
would  prevent  abundance  of  inconfiftent  criticiiras 
I  daily  hear  upon  it.    Thofe  who  ve  enemies  to. 

the 
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the  notions  and  opinions  I  would  advance,  are  fome- 

tunes  apt  to  quarrel  with  the  Examiner,  as  defec* 

tive  in  point  of  wit,  and  fbmetimes  of  truth.     At 

other  times,  they  are  fo  generous  and  candid  to  allow, 

it  is  written  by  a  club,  and  that  very  great  hands 

have  fingers  in  it.     As  for  thofc  who  only  appear 

its  adverfaries  in  print,  they  give  me  but  veiy  little 

pain.     The  paper  I  hold,  lies  at  my  mercy,  and  I 

can  govern  it  as  I  pleafe  ;  therefore,  when  I  begin 

to  find  the  wit  too  bright,  the  learning  too  deep, 

and  the  fatire  too  keen  for  me  to  deal  with,  (a  very 

frequent xrafe,  no  doubt,  where  a  man  is  conftantly 

attacked  by  fuch  (hrewd  adverfaries)  I  peaceably 

Md  it  up,  or  fling  it  afide,  and  read  no  more.     It 

would  be  happy  for  me  to  have  the  fame  power 

over  people's  tongues,  and  not  be  forced  to  hear 

my  own  work  railed  at,    and  commended,  fifty 

times  a  day  ;  afFefting  all  the  while  a  countenance 

wholly  unconcerned,  and  joining,  out  of  policy  or 

good  manners,  with  the  judgment  of  both  parties  : 

this  I  confefs,  is.  too  great  a  hardfliip  for  fo  balhful 

and  unexperienced  a  writer. 

But,  alas,  I  lie  under  another  difcouragement 
of  much  moi'e  weight.  I  was  very  unfortunate  in 
the  choice  of  my  party,  when  I  fet  up  to  be  a  w^ri- 
ter*  Where  is  the  merit,  or  what  opportunity  to 
difcover  our  \^it,  our  courage,  or  our  learnings  in  , 
drawing  our  pens  for  the  defence  of  a  caufe,  which 
the  Queen  and  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and 
nine  parts  in  ten  of  the  kingdom,  have  fo  unant'- 
moufly  embraced  ?  I  am  cruelly  afraid,  we  politic 
Wtbors  mufi  begin  to  kflen  our  expences,   and 

lie 
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lie  for  the  future  at  the  mercy  of  our  printers.    All' 
hopes  are  now  gone  of  writing  ourfelveS  into  pla- 
ces or.peiifions.     A  certaia  (hrveling  author,  \vho' 
worked:  under  the. late  aidminiftration,    told  me;^ 
with  a  heavy  heart,  about  a  month  ago;  that  he;* 
and  fbme  others  o£  his  brethren,  had  fecrelly  of- 
fered their  fervice,  dbg-chcapi  to  the  prefent  mi-* 
niftry,  but  were  aU  refufed;  and  are  nowmain-^ 
t^ed  by.  contribution,  like  Jacobites  or  fanaticks* 
I  have  been  of  late  employed,  out  of  perfed  com«*r 
miferation,  in  doing  them.gpod  offices  t  fbr,  whete*- 
as  fbme  were  of  opinion,  thatthefe  hungry  zealots' 
'  fhould  not  be  fufFered  any  longer,  in  their. malapert . 
way,  to  fharl  at  thfe  prefent  courfe  of  public  prb** 
ceedings;  and  whereas  others  propofed,  that  they^; 
fhould  be  limited  to  a  certain  number,  and  permir*^  • 
ted  to  write  for  thcintnafters,  in  the  fame  mann«r*i 
as  counfel  are  affigncd  for  other  criminals,  thatiis^> 
to  fay  all  they  can  in  defence  of  their  client,  bat*" 
not  refleft  upon  the  court;  I  humbly  gave  my  ad^ 
vicei-  that  they  fhould  be  fuffered  to  write*  on,  ^  ^ 
they  ufed  to  do  j  which. I  did  purely  out  of  regiVfd  • 
to  their  perfbnsj  fori  hoped  it  would  keep  them 
out  of  harms- way,  and  prevent  them  from  falliftg^* 
into  evil  courfes  ;  which,  though  of  little  confe--' 
quence  to  thepublick,  would  certainly  be  fatal  to^* 
themfelves.     If  I  have  room  at  the  bottom  of-this  ' 
paper,  I  will  tranfcribe  a  petition  to.the  prefent ' 
miniflry,  fent  me-by  one  of  thefe  authors,  Jnlw 
half  of  himfelf  iind  fburfc0rectbers  of^  his  brethrenr; 
For  my  own  part,  not  wfthfUnding  the  tittle  *  en^'  * 
copragement  to  be  hoped  for  at  this  time  frdnt  thfer* 
^  ineri 
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men  iii  power,  I  (hall  continue  my  paper,  tUl  eith^c 
the  world  or  niylelf  grow  weary  o^  it :  the  latter  is . 
cafily  determined ;  and  for  the  former,  I  (hall  not 
leave  it,to  the.  partiality  of  either  party,  but  to.  the, 
inEaHlble  judgment  of  my  printer.     Oae  prinqipg^; 
end  I  deiigned  by  it,  was,  to  undeceive  thofe.  wfiU- 
meaning  people,  who  have  been  drawn  upawai^^ 
into  a  wrong  fenfe  of  things,  either  by  the  comnaon 
prejudices  of  education  and  company,  the  great  per- . 
ibnal  qualities  of  fome  party  leaders,  or  tlie  foul : 
mifreprefentations  that  were   conAantly  made  of . 
all,  who  durfl  differ  from  them  in  the  rmalleA.ar«- 
ticle.     I  have  known  fuch  men  flruck  with  the 
thoughts  of  fome  late  changes,    which,   as  they 
pretend  to  think,  were  made  without  any  reafon 
viiible  to  the  world.     In  anfwer  to  this,  it  is  not . 
fuffictent  to  alledge,  what  nobody  doubts^  that  a 
good  and  wife  prince,  may  be  allowed  to  changc- 
his  minifters,  without  giving  a  reafon  to  his  fub- 
jefts  ;  becaufe  it  is  probable,  that  he  will  not  makc 
fuch  a  change,  without  very  important  reafons; 
and  a  good  fubjd6l  ought  to  fuppofe,  that  in  fiich  a  • 
cafe  there  are  fuch  reafons,  although  he  be  not 
apprifed  of  them;  otherwifc.he  muft  inwardly  tax 
his  prince  •f  capricioufncfs,  inconftancy,  or  ill  de- 
fign.     Such  reafons  indeed  may  not  be  obvious  to 
perfons  prejudiced,  or  at  a  great  diftance,  or  (hort 
tliinkers ;   and  therefore,  if  there   be  no  fecrets 
of  ilate,   nor  any  ill  confequences   to  be  appre- 
hended from  their  publication,  it  is#iio  uncotii'* 
mendable  work  in  any  private  hand,  to  lay  them 
open    for    the  fatisfadlion  of  all  men.     And  if  ^ 

what 
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what  I  have  already  faid,  of  fiiall  hereafter  fay, 
of  this  kind,  be  thought  to  reflefl  tfpori  perfbns^ 
although  none  have  been  named,  1  know  not  how 
it  can  poflibly  be  avoided.  The  queen  iii  her 
fpecchy  mentions  with  great  concern,  that*'  the 
•*  navy  and  other  offices  are  burdened  with  heavy 
**  debts  ;  and  defires,  that  the  like  may  be  prevent* 
*^  ed  for  the  time  to  come."  And  if  it  be  now 
poffible  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  an  evil,  that 
has  been  fo  long  growing  upon  us,  and  is  arrived 
to  fuch  a  height}  furely  fhofe  corruptions  and 
mifmanagements  muft  have  been  great,  wliich 
firft  introduced  them,  before  our  taxes  were  eateil 
up  by  annuities. 

If  I  were  able  to  rip  up,  and  difcovef  iil  all  their 
colours,  only  about  eight  or  nine  tlioufand  of  the 
moft  fcandalous  abufes,  that  have  been  committed 
in  all  parts  of  publick  management^  for  twenty 
years  paft,  by  a  certain  fetof  itien  arid  theirinflruJ 
ments^  I  (hould  reckon  it  fome  fervice  to  my 
country  and  pofterity*  But,  to  fay.  the  truth,  1 
fhould  be  glad  the  authors  names  were  con- 
veyed to  future  times,  along  with  their  aclions. 
For  although  the  prefent  age  may  underftand  well 
enough  the  little  hints  we  give,  the  parallels  W2 
draw,  and  the  charafters  we  defcribe  ;  yet  irll  thig 
will  be  loft  to  the  next*  However,  if  thefe  pftpers, 
reduced  into  a  more  durable  form,  (feinild  happen 
to  live  till  our  grand-children  be  nien,  1  hope 
they  may  have  curiofity  enough  to  confblt  annals, 
and  compare  dates^  in  order  to  find  out  what 
names  were  then  intrttfted  with  the  conditft  o! 

sffairs 
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aRairs,  in  the  confequences  whereof  themfelves  will 
fo  deeply  (hare ;  like  a  heavy  debt  in  a  private  fa- 
mily, which  often  lies  an  incumbrance  upon  an 
tftate  for  three  generations. 

But,  leaving  the  care  of  informing  pofterity  to  bet- 
ter pens,  1  (hall,  with  due  regard  to  truth,  difcre- 
tioiH  aiid  the  fafety  of  my  perfon  from  the  men 
t>f  the  new-:fengled  moderation,  continue  to  take  all . 
proper  opportunities  of  letting  the  mifled  part  of 
the  people  fee,  how  groisly  they  have  been  abufed, 
and  ill  what  particulars.  I  (hail  alio  endeavour  to 
convince  them,  that  the  prefent  courfe  we  are  in  is 
the  moft  probable  means,  with  the  blcfling  of 
Cod,  to-eittricate  ourfelves  out  of  all  our  diffigulf 
ties^ 

Among  thofe  who  are  pleafed  to  write  or  talk 
againft  this  paper,  I  have  obferved  a  ftrangc  man- 
ner of  xeafoning,  which  I  Ihould  be  glad  to  hear 
them  explain  themfelves  *  upon.  They  make  np 
ceremony  of  exclaiming^  upon  all  occafions,  againft 
a  change  of  miniftry,  in  fo  critical  and  dangerous 
a  conjunfture.  What  ftiall  we,  who  heartily  ap- 
prove and  join  in  thofe  proceedings,  fay  in  defence 
of  them  ?  We  own  the  junfture  of  affairs  to  be 
as  they  defcribe  ^.  we  are  puflied  for  an  anfwer ; 
and  are  forced  at  laft  freely  to  confefs,  tl^at  the 
corruptions  and  abufes  in  every  branch  of  the  adp 

*  This  node  of  finiihing  a  fentvnce  with  a  prepoiidoo»  which  hai 
jxevailcd  in  fttxnoft  all  our  wntiagt»  it  rery  reprehenfible«  as  in  general 
ft  oMf  «a(ily  be  ATorded.  Thufi»  in  the  above  (entencef  *  which  I  fhoul^ 
bef;iad  to  bear  them  explain  themfelves  »/«7iy,'  if  the  arrangement  were 
duoig^  iQ  this  manner^**  u^  which  I  (hould  be  glad  to  bear  th^  e»» 
pUio  tbeiDieiTei'  how  much  better  would  the  fencence  clofej? 

Vol.  in.     .  E  miuiftt^lm^ 
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rniniftration,    were  fo  numerous  and  intolerable^ 
tliat 'air  things  fnuft  have  ended. in  ruin,  without^ 
fbme  fpeedy  feformation.    This  I  have  akeady  af-* 
ftrted  in  a  former  paper;  and  the  replies  I  have 
read,    or   heard,    have     been    in    plain    terms    to 
affirm  tht  dire6t  contrary  ;  and  not  only  to  defend 
and^  celebrate  the  late  perfons  and  proceedings,  but 
t(i' threaten  'me  with  law  and  vengeance,  for  carting 
rifleftionfe'  on  fo  'many  great  and  honourable  nien,' 
whofe  birth,    virtue,  'and  abilities,  whofe  morals' 
and  religion,  whdfe  love  of  their  country,  arid  its 
cbnftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  Were  fo  univerfally 
alloU^e'd ;  and  all  iHis  let  off  with  odious  compari-' 
Ions,''  renewing  on  the  prefent  choice  :  is  not  this, 
in  plain -and  diredt  terms  to  tell  all  the  world,  that' 
the  queen  has,  in  a  moft  dangerous  crifis,  turned 
out  a  whole  fet  of  the  beft  minifters  that  ever  ferved 
a  prince,  without 'any  manner  of  reafon  but  her  royal 
pleafur^,  aii3  .fif'ought  in  others,  of  a  charaAer  dli-  * 
re<3:ly  contrary  ?  And  how  fo  vile*  an  opinion  as 
tnis,  cnii  corifift  with  the  leafi  pretence  to  loyalty 
or  good  manners,  let  the  world  .determine. 
'  I  cpnfef^  myfelf  fo  little  a  refiner  in  politicks,  as^ 
not  to' be  able  to  difcdver  what  other  motive,' be-/ 
fide  obedience  to  th^  'Queen,  a  fenfe    of  pubjiic 
danger, .and  a  true  love  of  tlieir "country,  joined, 
with  Invincible  courage,  could  Spirit  up  thofe  great 
men,"  who  have  now,  under  her  iiiajefty's  authorl-' 
ty^  undertaken  the  direction  of  afi^drs.     What  can 
they  expe£t,  but  the  utmoft  eftbrts  of  malice,  from  * 
a  fet  of  enraged  domeftic  adverfaries,  perpetually 
watching  over  their  conduft,    croffing  all  their 

defigns. 
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defigiiSi  and  ufing  every  art  to  foment  diviilons' 
anlong  therii,  in  order  to  join  with  the  weakeft, 
lipon  any  rbpture  ?  The  difficulties  they  mufl  en- 
counter, are  nine  times  more  and  greater  than  ever: 
and  the  prolpefts  of  intereft,  after  the  reapings  and^ 
gleanings  of  fo  many  years,  nine  times  lefs.  Ever/ 
misfortune  at  home  or  abroad,  although  the  necef- 
(ary  confequence  of  former  counfels,  will  be  imput-^ 
ed  to  them ;  and  all  the  good  fuccefs,  given  to  thci 
merit  of  former  fchemes.  A  fharpcr  has  held  your 
cards  all  the  evening,  played  booty,  and  loft  your 
money ;  and  when  things  are  almoft  deiperate, 
you  jemploy  an  honeft  gentleman  to  retrieve  your 
lofles. 

I  wolild  afk,  whether  the  Qoeen^s  fpeech  does 
not*  contain  her  intentions,  in  every  particular,  re- 
lating to  the  public,  that  a  good  fubjeft,  a  Briton, 
and  ia  Proteftanti  can  poffibly  have  at  heart  ?  *'  To 
**  carry  on  the  war  in  all  its  parts,  particularly  in 
*'"  Spain,  witfi  the  utmoft  vigour,  in  order  to  pro- 
•^  cure  a'fafc  and  hpnoarable  peace,  for  us  and  our 
**  allies ;.  to  find  fome  ways  of  paying  the  debts  of 
*^  the  navy  ;  to  fupport  and  encourage  the  churcli 
**  of  England  ;  to  prefer ve  the  Britifh  conftitutidii 
**  according  to  the  union ;  to  maintain  the  indulgence 
'*  by  law  allowed  to  fcrupulous  confciences ;  and 
*^  to  employ  none  but  fuch  as  are  for  the  Proteftant 
**  fucceffion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover/'  It  is  known 
enough,  that  fpeeches  on  thefc  occalions  are  ever 
digefted  by  the  advice  of  thofe,  who  are  in  the 
chief  confidence  ;  and  confcqucntly,  that  thele  are 
the  fentimcnts  of  her  majcfty's  minifters,  as  well 
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as  her  own ;  and  we  fee,  the  two  houfes  have 
unatiimoufly  agreed  with  her  in  every  article.  When 
the  leaft  counterpaces  are  made  to  any  of  thefe  re- 
Solutions,  It  will  then  be  titne  enongh  for  oUr  male- 
coiitents  to  bawl  out  popery,  perfecution,  arbitrary 
power,  and  the  Pretender.  In  the  mean  while,  it 
IS  a  little  hard  to  think,  that  this  ifland  can  hold 
but  fix  men,  of  honefty  and  ability  enough  to  ferve 
their  prince  and  country ;  or  that  our  faffety  flioulc^ 
depend  upon  their  credit,  any  more  than  it  would 
upon  the  breath  in  their  ndftril^.  Why  jQiould 
not  a  revolution  in  the  miniftry  be  Ibmetimes  ne* 
ceflary,  as  well  as  a  revolution  in  the  crown  ?  It  is 
to  be  prefumed,  the  former,  U  at  leaft  as  lawful 
in  itfelf,  and  perhaps  the  experiment  not  quite  fo 
dangerous.  The  revolution  of  the  fun  about  the 
earth,  was  formerly  thought  a  neceflary  expedient 
to  iblve  appearances,  although  it  left  many  diffi-^ 
culties  unanfwered ;  until  phtlofbphers  contrived  a 
better,  which  is  that  of  the  earth's  revolution  about 
the  fun.  This  is  found,  upon  experience,  to  lave 
mijch  time  and  labour,  to  correft  many  irregular 
motWHis,  and  is  better  fuited  to  the  refpe£l  due  from 
a  planet  to  a  fixed  flan 
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NUMBER    XIX. 

Thijrfday^  Novemjbcr  |c,  1710. 

Sunt  fuibus  in  fat ir a  videar  nimis  acer^  et  ultM 
Legem  tendere  opus :  fine  nervU  altera  quicquid 
Compqfui  pars  ejfeputat — r* 

There  are  to  vhoix>  toQ  poignant  I  appeaF^ 
Beypnd  the  laws  of  fatire  too  fcverc^ 
My  lines  are  vveak,  unjSnevyed^  others  fay, 
A  man  n^ay  fpin  9  thoufand  fqph  a  day. 

WHEN  the  printer  came^  laft  week  for  his 
copy,  he  brought  alqng  with  him  a  bundle 
of  thofe  papery,  whiqh,  in  the  phrafe  of  Whig-» 
cqfi^rhQufes^  have  Twinged  ofFthe  Examiner ;  njoft 
of  wbiph  I  had  never  feen  or  heard  qf  before.  { 
reoiember  fome  tin^e  ago,  iq  one  of  the  Tatlera,  to 
have  read  a  letter,  whei-ein  feveral  reafbns  are  af* 
figned  fqr  the  prefent  corruption  and  degeneracy  of 
Qur  tafte ;  l)ut  I  |hink  the  writer  has  omitted  the 
principal  one,  which  I  take  to  be  the  prejudice  of 
parties.  Neither  can  I  excufe  ^  either  (ide  of  this 
infirniity :  I  have  heard  the  arranteft  drivellers  pro 
TflA  con^  conunended  for  their  (hrewdnefs.  even  by 
n^en  of  tqlerablp  judgment ;  and  the  beft  perfor- 
mances exploded  as  nonfenfe  and  flupidity.  This 
indeed  may  partly  be  imputed  to  policy  aod  pru- 
dence ;  but  it  is  chiefly  owing  to  that  blindnefs^ 
which  prejudipe  arid  pailiox^  ca^l  aver  the  un4^r« 

*  Tbde  two  words  of  Hinilar  foandt  nnthsr  ai^d  titktr^  pl>ce4  fo  near 
each  other,  produce  a  cacophony,  caftly  to.  be  avol^ed^  by  putting* 
Mr,  in  cbe  phoe  of  miket^  ai  thuf^r*Nor  can  I  acc^le.  eiiber  fide  &c. 
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{landing  :  I  mention  this,  becaufe  I  think  it  pro- 
perly within  my  province  in  quality  of  Examiner. 
And  having  granted  more  than  is  ufuaJ  for  an 
enemy  to  do,  I  muft  now  take  leave  to  fay,  that  fo 
weak  a  caufe,  arid  fo  ruined  a  faftion,  were  nev-er 
provided  with  pens  more  refembling  their  condition, 
or  lefs  fuited  to  their  occafions. 

Non  tali  auxilio,  ncc  defenforibus  iflis, 
^Tempus  eget 

This  is  the  more  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we 
confidcr,  they  have  the  full  liberty  of  theprefs ;  that 
they  have  no  other  way  left  to  recover  themfelvea ; 
and  that  they  want  not  men  of  excellent  parts,  to 
fct  their  arguments  in  the  heft  light  they  will  bear, 
Now,  if  two  men  would  argue  on  both  fides  with 
feirnefs,  good  fenfe,  and  good  manners,  it  would 
be  no  ill  entertainment  to  the  town,  and  perhaps 
be  the  moft  efie£lual  means  to  reconcile  us.  But  I 
am  apt  to  think,  that  men  of  great  genius,  are 
hardly  brought  to  profticute  their  pens  in  a  Very 
odious  caufe  ;  which,  befides,  is  more  properly  un- 
dertaken by  noife  and  impudence,  by  grofs  railing 
and  fcurrility,  by  calumny  and  lying,  and  by  little 
trifling  cavils  and  carpings  in  the  wrong  place, 
which  thofe  whifflers  ufe  for  arguments  and  an- 
swers. 

-  I  was  well  enough  pleafed  with  a  ftory  of  ona 
pfi  thfife  anfiweners,  who,  in  a  paper  hft  week, 
#siimd.maoy  faults  with  a  late  calculation  of -mina. 
Being,  it  feems,  more  deeply  learned  than  his  fel- 
laws^  he  was  refojyed  to  begin  his  apfwer  with.a, 
Latin  v^f^j^  a&  Vf^.zB other  folks*:  His. bufmef&i 
•     '     *  .  '  ^  was. 
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was,  to  look  oiit  for  fomething  agaihft  the  Exami- 
ner, that  would  pretend  to  tax  accounts ;  and  turn- 
ing over  Virgil,  he  had  the  kick  to  find  thefe 
words, 

--- —  fugiant  examina  taxos : 

So  down  they  went,  and  put  tljey  would  have 
.come,  if  one, of  his  unlucky  prompters  had  not 
hindered  it. 

I  here  declare,  once  for  all,  that  if  th^fe  people 
will  not  be  quiet,  I  (hall  take  the  bread  out  of  their 
mouths,  and  anfwer  the  Examiner  myfelf ;  which 
I  proteft  I  have  never  yet  done,  although  I  hav« 
been  often  charged  with  it ;  neither  have  thpfe  an^ 
iwers  been  written  or  publiflied  with  my  privity* 
as  malicious  people  are  pleafed  to  give  out.;  nor  do 
I  believe  the  common  whiggifh  report,  that  the  au- 
thors are  hired  by  the  minilby,  to  give  my  paper  a 
value.  ,  ^  .      ^ 

But  the  friends  of  this  paper  have  given  me  mote 
uneafinefs  with  their  impatience,  than  its  enemie3» 
by  their  anfwers.  I  heard  myfelf  cenlured  laft 
week,  by  fbme  of  the  former,  for  promising  to  dif- 
cover  the  corruptions  of  the  late  adminiftatioii,  but. 
never  performing  any  thing.  The  latter,  on  the 
other  fide,  are  thundering  out  their  anathemas 
againft  me,  for>  difcovering  fo  many.  I  am  jtt  a 
lofii  how  to  decide  between  thefe  contraries,  and 
Ihall  therefore  proceed  after  my  own  way,  as  I  have 
hitherto  done ;  my  defign  being  of  more.impoj|;tanc3, 
than  that'  of  writing  only  to  gratify  the  fpfeen  of 
one  fide,  or  provoke  that  of  the  other,  although  it 
iriay  occafioridly  have  both  effedii 
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I  fliall  therefore  go  on  to  relate  fome  fa<3:s,  that 
in  my  humble  opinion  were  no  hindrance  ta  the 
change  of  the  mmiftry. 

The  firfi  I  (hall  mention,  was  that  of  introduc- 
ing certain  new  phrales  into  the  court  ftyle ^  which 
had  been  very  feldom,  or  never  made  ufe  of  io  for- 
mer times.  They  ufually  ran  in  the  following  . 
terms :  *•  Madam,  T  cannot  ferve  you  while  fuch  a 
"  one  is  in  employment.  I  defire,  humbly^  to 
refign  my  commiflion,  if  Mr.  ■  continues  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate.  I  cannot  anfwer  that  the  city  will 

lend  money,  unlefs  my  1 — d be  prefident  cjf 

•*  the  council.     I  muft  beg  leave  to  furrender,  ex^ 

**  cept has  the  ftafF.  I  muft  not  accept  the  feals, 

•* .  unlefs—. — comes  into  the  other  office.**  This  has 
been  the  language  of  late  years  from  fubjedls  to 
their  prince.  Thus  they  ftood  upon  terms,  and 
muft  have  their  conditions  to  ruin  the  nation.  Nay, 
this  dutiful  manner  of  capitulating  had  ipread  fo  far, 
that  every  under*ftrapper  began  at  length  to  perk 
up  and  aftume ;  he  expected  a  regiment ;  or  his 
fon  muft  be  a  ihajor  ;  or  his  brother  a  colleftor ; 
elfe  he  threatened  to  vote  according  to  his  con- 
fcience. 

Another  of  their  glorious  attempts  was,  the 
claufe  intended  in  the  bill  for  the  encouragement  of 
learning,  by  taking  off  the  obligation  upon  fellows 
of  colleges,  in  both  univerfities,  to  enter  upon  holy 
orders :  the  defign  of  which,  as  I  have  heard  the 
undertakers  often  confefs,  was,  to  remove  the  care 
of  educating  youth  out  of  the  hands  of  the  clergy, 
who  are  apt  to  infufe  into  their  pupils  too  great  a 
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jregard  for  the  church  and  the  monarchy.  But 
there  was  a  farther  fecret  in  this  claufe,.  which 
may  heft  be  difcovered  by  the  firft  projeftors,  or  at 
leaft  the  garblers  of  it ;  and  thefe  are  known  to  be 
Collins  and  Tindal,  in  conjunftion  with  a  ipoft 
pious  lawyer,  their  difciple. 

What  fhall  we  fay  to  their  prodigious  (kill  iqi 
arithxnetick,  difcovered  fb  conftantly  in  their decifion 
of  eleflions ;  where  they  were  able  to  make  out  by 
the  rule  of  fidfe,  that  three  were  more  than  three  and 
twenty,  and  fifteen  than  fifty  ?  Nay,  it.  was  ^ 
niaxim,  which  I  aever  heard  any  of  them  difpute, 
that  in  determining  elections  they  were  not  to  confi* 
dcr,  where  the  right  lay,  but  which  of  the  candi- 
dates was  likelier  to  be  true  to  the  caufe.  This 
they  ufed  to  illuftrate  by  a  very  apt  and  decent  fimi- 
litude,  of  gaming  with  a  (harper ;  if  you  cannot 
cheat  as  well  as  li^,  you  are  certainly  undone. 

Another  cafl  of  their  politicks  was,  thatofen* 
deavouring  to  impeach  an  innocent  lady  ^,  for  no 
reafon  imaginable,  but  her  faithful  and  diligent  fer- 
vice  to  the  queen,  and  the  favour  her  majefty  bore 
to  her  upon  that  account,  when  others  had  adled 
contrary  in  fo  fhameful  a  manner.  What  elle  was 
the  crime  ?  Had  (he  treated  her  royal  miftrefs  with 
infolence  or  negleft  ?  Had  (he  enriched  hcrfelf  by 
a  long  praftice  of  bribery,  and  obtaining  exorbitant 
grants  ?  Had  (he,  engroflfed  her  majefty's  favours, 
without  admitting  any  accefs  but  through  her 
means  ?  Had  (he  heaped  employments  upon  herfelf, 
ber  family  and  dependants  ?  Had  (he  an  imperious 
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%aughty  beheavour  ?  Or,  after  all,  ^^as  it'a*p6rfc(ft 
WuiixJer,  and  rniftake  of  one  perldil  for  hnotHier  ?  I 
?iaVe  heard  of  a  man,  who  lay  all  fi'fght  on  a  rough 
'pkvc?n!iimt,  arid  in  the  mornfnjg,  wbftdering  what  it 
'could  poflibly  be  that  mide  him  rtft  fo  ill,  hap- 
pening to  fee  a  feather  under  hifri,  imputed  the 
tfneafihefs  of  his  lodging  To  that.  1  remfember  like- 
^fe  the  ftory  of  i  giant  in  Rabelds,  who  ufed  to 
?eed  upon  wind-mills  ;  but  was .  Unfortunately 
fefeoaked  with  a  fmall  lump  of  frelh  butter  before  a 
Svarin  oven. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  obferve,  how  Very  re- 
fined fome  people  are  in  their  generdfity  and  gra'- 
titude.  There  is  a  certain  great  peribn,  (1  (hajQ 
liot  fay  of  what  fex)  who  for  rnany  years  piafl:  was 
the  conftant  mark  and  butt,  againSft^vhich  our  pre-^ 
fent  maleconteiits  ufed  to  difchafge  their  refent- 
ment ;  upon  whom  they  beftowed  all  the  terms  of 
fcurrility;  that  malice,  envy,  and  indignation 
could  invent ;  whom  they  publicly  acciifed  of  every 
vice,  that  can  poflcfs  a  human  heart ;  pride,  co^ 
vetoufnefs,  ingratitude,  oppreflion,  treachery,  dif- 
fimulation,  violence,  and  fury,  all  in  the  higheft 
extremes :  but  of  late  they  have  changed  their 
language  on  a  fudden  ;  that  perfon  is  now  the  moft 
faithful  and  juft  that  ever  ferved  a  prince  ;  that  per- 
fon, originally  differing  from  them  in  principles 
as  far  as  eaft  from  weft,  but,  united  in  prafticc> 
and  falling  together,  they  arc  now  reconciled^  aft4 
find  twenty  refemblances  between  each'  othci|, 
whicK  they  could  never  difcover  before.  Tanire^p 
ut  placeam  tibi  per  in  I 


}.        THE  EXAMINER.  59 

t  to  return  :  How  could  it  be  longer  fuifFercd 
firee  nation,  that  all  avenues  to  preferment 
d  be  {hut  up,  except  a  very  few ;  when  one 
TO  flood  conftant  fentry,  who  docked  all  fa* 

they  handed  down,  or  fpread  a  huge  invi- 
let  between  the  prince  and  fubjeft,  through 
1  nothing  of  value  could  pafs  ?  And  here  1 
)t  but  admire  at  one  confequence  from  this 
gement,  which  is  of  an  extraordinary  nature, 
rally  fpeaking,  princes,  who  have  ill  minifters, 
3t  to  fuffer  in  their  reputation,  as  well  as  in 
)ve  of  the  people  ;  but  it  was  not  fo  with  the 
\.  When  the  fun  is  overcaft  by  thofe  clouds 
chales  from  the  earth,  we  ftill  acknowledge 
ght  and  influence,  and  at  laft  find  he  can  dif- 
ind  drive  them  down  to  the  horizon.  The 
t  prince,  by  the  neceflity  of  affairs,  the  mif- 
(entations  of  defigning  men,  or  the  innocent 
kes  even  of  a  good  predeceffor,  may  find  him- 
ncompafled  by  a  creW  of  courtiers,    whom 

opportunity,  and  fuccefs,  have  miferably 
pted  :  and  if  he  can  flive  himfcif  and  his  peo- 
irom    ruin,    under  the  worft   admin ift ration, 

may  not  his  fubjefts  hope  for,  when,  with 

univerfal  applaufe,  he  changes  hands,  and 
s  ufe  of  the  beft  ? 

lother  great  objection  with  me  againft  the  late 
,  was,  the  cruel  tyranny  they  put  upon  con** 
:e,  by  a  barbarous  inquifition,  refufing  to  ad- 
he  lenft  toleration  or  indulgence.  They  im- 
t  a  hundred  tefts  ;  but  could  never  be  prevailed 
)  difpenfe  with,  or  take  off,  the  fmallcff,  or 

evtu 
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even  to  admit  of  occafipnal  conformity  ;  but  went 
on  daily  (as  their  apoftle  Tindal  cxprefles  it)  nar- 
rowing their  terms  of  communion,  pronouncing 
nine  parts  in  ten  of  the  kingdom  hcreticks,  and 
Shutting  them  out  of  the  pale  of  their  church, 
Thefe  very  men,  who  talk  fq  njuch  pf  a  compre- 
henflon  in  religion  among  ys,  how  c^ipe  they 
to  allow  fo  little  of  it  in  politicks,  which  is  their. 
fole  religion  ?  You  (hall  hear  theni  pretending  tq 
bewail  the  animofitie?  kept  up  between  ?he  churcl\ 
of  England  and  diflenters,  where  the  differeuces  i^ 
opinion  are  fb  few  and  inconiiderable ;  yet,  theft 
very  fons  of  moderation,  were  pleafed  to  excom* 
municate  every  man,  who  difagreed  with  them  in 
the  fmalleft  article  of  their  pplitical  creed,  or,  whq 
refufed  to  receive  any  new  article,  how  difficult  fq- 
ever  to  digeft,  which  the  leaders  impofed  at  pleafurc 
to  ftrve  their  own  intereft. 

I  will  quit  this  fubjeft  for  the  prefent,  when  I 
have  told  one  ftory.  **  There  was  a  great  king 
*'  in  Scythia,  whofe  dominions  were  bounded  on 
*'  the  north  by  the  poor  mountainous  territories  of  a 
**  petty  lord,  who  paid  homage,  as  the  king's 
**  vaflal.  The  Scythian  prime  niinifter,  being  large- 
"  ly  bribed,  indireftly  obtained  his  maftcr*s  coht 
"  fent  to  fufter  this  lord  to  build  forts,  and  provide 
*'  himfelf  with  arms,  under  pretence  of  prevent* 
**  ing  the  inroads  of  the  Tartars,  Tliis  little  dc- 
**  pending  fovereign,  finding  he  was  now  in  S( 
"condition  to  be  troublefome,  began  to  infift  upoi\ 
"  terms,  and  threatened  upon  every  occaiioa  to 
"  ynitc  with  the  Tartars :,  upon  which  the  prinie 

"miniftcr. 
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**  minifter^  who  began  to  be  in  pain  about  his 
•*  head^  propofed  a  match  betwixt  his  niafter,  and 
"  the  only  daughter  of  this  tributary  lord,  which 
•*  he  had  the  good  luck  to  bring  to  pafs  ;  and  from 
•*  that  time  valued  himfelf  as  author  of  a  moft 
**  glorious  uuion^  which  indeed  was  grown  of 
*'  abfblute  neceffity  by  his  corruption.**  This  paf^ 
£^,  cited  literally  from  an  old  hiftory  of  Sar* 
niatia^  I  thought  fit  to'  fet  down>  on  purpofe  to 
perplex  little  fmatteriiig  remarkers,  and  put  them 
upon  the  hunt  fof  an  application. 

NUMBER    XX. 
Thurfday,  December  21,  1710. 


-pugnacemfcirent  fapynte  minorem. 


Arms  to  the  gown  the  vidtory  muft  yield. 

I  AM  very  much  at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed  upon 
^^  fubjed  intended  in  this  paper,  which  a  new 
j&cident  has  led  me  to  engage  in.      The  fubje<5t  I 
i&ean,  is,  thatofibldiers  and  the  army;  but  being 
-a  matter  wholly  out  of  my  trade,  I  (hall  handle  it 
in  as  cautious  a  manner  as  I  am  able. 

It  is  certain,  that  the  art  of  war  has  fufFered 
^jX2t  changes  almoft  in  every  age  and  country  of 
the  world  ;  however^  there  are  fome  maxims  relat- 
ing tt>  it,  that  will  be  eternal  truths,  and  which 
every  reafonable  man  muft  allows 

In  the  early  times  of  Greece  and  Rome,  the  ar- 
mies of  thofe  ftates  were  compofed  of  their  citi- 
zens. 
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xens,  who  took  no  pay,  becauft  tKe  quarrel  was' 
their  own ;  and  therefore  the  war  was  ufually  de- 
cided in  one  campaign*;  or^  if  it  laftedJonger,  yef 
ill  winter  the  foldiers  returned  to  their  feveral  call- 
ings>  and. were  not  diftinguiflied  from  the  reftof 
the  people.  The  Gotliic.  governments  in  Europe^ 
although  they  were  of  military  inAitution,  yet  ob- 
ierved  almoft  the  fame  method.  I  jQiall  inftance 
only  here  in  England :  thole  who  held  lands  in- 
capite  of  the  king,  were  obliged  to  attend  him  in 
his  wars  v^"ith  a  certain  number  of  men,  who  all 
held  lands  from  them,  at  eafy  rents,  on  that  con- 
dition. Thefe  fought  without  pay  ;  and  when  the 
Service  was  over,  returned  again  to  tlieir  farms. 
It  is  recorded  of  William  Rufus,  that  being  abfent 
in  Normandy,  and  engaged  in  a  war  with  his  bro- 
ther, he  ordered  twenty  thoufand  men  to  be  raiied, 
and  fent  over  hence  to  fupply  his  army ;  but,  hav- 
ing ftruck  up  a  peace  before  they  were  embarked, 
he  gave  them  leave  to  di(band,  upon  condition 
they  would  pay  him  ten  {hillings  a  man,  which 
amounted  to  a  mighty  fum  in  thofe  days. 

Confider  a  kingdom  as  a  great  family,  whereof 
the  prince  is  the  father,  and  it  will  appear  plainly, 
that  mercenary   troops   are  only  fervants  armed," 
ckher  to  awe  the  children  at  home,  or  clfc  to  de- 
fend from  invaders  the  family,  who  arc  othcrwife. 
employed,  and  choofe  to  contribute  out  of  their 
ftockfor  pajing  their  defenders,  rather  than  leave* 
their  affiiirs  to  be  neglefted  in  their  abjfence.     The' 
art  of  making  foldiery  a  trade,  and  keeping  armies 
m  pay^  feems  in  Europe  to  have  bad  two  originals : 

the 
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the  firft  was  ufurpatipa ;  when  popular  men  dc- 
ftroyejd.the  llberties.of  their  country,  andfeizedlhe. 
power  Into  their   ovyn   hands^  which   they  were., 
forced  to  maintain  by  hiring  guards  to  bridk  the. 
people.     Sucl^  were  anciently  the  tyrants  in  moft.. 
of.  th^  fmall  ftates  oif  Greece  ;  and  fuch  were  thoife, 
in  ieveral  parts  of  Italy,  abp^t,  three  or  four  centu- 
ries  ago,    as  Machiavel  infortns  us.     The:  other 
original  of  mercenary  armies,  fccnjis.  to  have  rifen 
from  larger  kingdom^s,  or  commpnwealths,  wl^ich 
had  fuUdued .  provinces  at  a  diflance,    and   were 
forced  to  maintain  troops  upon  themj^  to  prevent 
infurreftions  from  the  natives.     Of  this  fort  were 
Macedpn,  Carthage,,  and  Rome  of  old;    Venice 
and  Holland  at  this  day,  as.  well  as.  moft  k^ng^ 
dori)s^  in  Europe.     .So  that .  mercenary  forces  in  a 
fcee  ftat^,  whpther  monarchy  or  commonwealth, 
fee.ux.onJy.negcflary  either  for  preferving  their;  con-, 
queiis,   (which  in  fuch  governments  it  is  not  pru- 
dent to  extend  P90  far)  or  elfe  fqr  ni^intaining  wjar 
at  a  dUfance. 

iiXthis  iaft,  which  at  prefent  is  our  moft  impor-^ 
tant  cafe,  there  are  certain  maxims,  that  all  w;fe . 
governments  have  obferved. 
.  The  firft  1  fhall  mention  is,  that  no  private  man 
ihould  have  a  commiffion  to  be  general  for  life,  let 
his  merit  and  feryices  be  ever  fo  great ;  or,  if  a ; 
prince  be  unadvifedly  brought  to  offer  fuch  a  com- . 
njiilion  .in  one  hand,  let.  him  (to  fave  time  and ^ 
blood)  deliver  up  his  crqwn  with  the  other.     The 
Romans,    in  the  height  and  perfection  of  their 
government,  ufually  fent  out  one  of  the  new  con- . 

fuls 
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fills  to  be  general  againft  their  moft  fbrmidabh  ^ 
enemy)  and  recalled  the  old  one  ;  who  often  return*  ^ 
ed  before  the  next  eledUon,  and  according  as  h  ^ 
had  merit,   was  fent  to  command  in  fbme  othet 
part ;  which  perhaps  was  continued  to  him  for  i  ^ 
lecond,  and  fometimes  a  third  year.    But  if  ftrti*  J 
lus  j^milius,  or  Scipio  himfelf,  had  prefumed  fl 
move  the  fenate  to  continue  their  comtniflion  Ibr 
life,  they  would  certainly  have  fallen  a  facrifiol 
to    the    jealoufy  of   the  people^      Ciaefar   indeed 
(between  whom  and  a  certain  general,  Ibme  of  late^ 
with  much  difcretion,  have  made  a  parallel)  hail 
his  command  in  Gaul  continued  to  him  for  five 
years ;  and  was  afterwards  made  perpetual  dida^ 
t6r,  that  is  to  fay,  general  for  life ;  which  gaW 
him  the  power  and  the  will  of  utterfy  deflroy ing 
the  Roman  liberty.     But  in  his  time  the  Rothahs 
w^ere  very  much  degenerated,  ind  great  Corrujp 
tidns  had  crept  into  their  morals  and  difcipline. 
However,  we  fee  there  ftill  were  fomie  remains 
a  noble  fpirit  among  them  ;  for,  when  Caefar  fenl ; 
to  be  chofen   conful  notwithftandihg  his  abfericci  i 
they  decreed  helhoul'd  come  in  perfon,  give  up  his 
command,  and  petere  more  majorutn. 

It  is  not  impoffible,  biit  a  general  may  de(ire 
fuch  a  cdmmiffion  out  of  inadventency,  at  the 
inftigaVion  of  his  friends,  ot  perhaps  of  his  ene- 
mies ;  ot  merely  for  the  benefit  and  honour  of  it, 
without  intending  any  fuch  dreaful  confequences  ; 
and  in  that  c^fe  a  wife  prince,  or  (late,  ma^ 
barely  refufe  it,  without  fhewing  any  marks  of 
their  difpleafure.     But  the  requefl,  in  its  own  ntni 

ture 
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,  is  highly  criminal,  and  ought  to  be  entered 
pdri  record,  to  tetrify  others,  in  tim6  to  tome, 
i  venturing  to  make  it. 

nother  maxim  to  be  obfci-ved  by  a  free  ftate 
iged  in  war,  is,  to  keep  the  military  power  iti 
lute  fubjeilion  to  the  Civil,  nor  ever  fuffer  th6 
ler  to  influence  or  interfere  with  the  Idttef. 
^neiral  and  his  army  ard  ferVants,  hired  by  th6 

power  to  aft,  as  they  are  direft^d  thenCe,  and 
i  a  coftimiffion  large  or  limited,  as  the  adniinl- 
lon  ftiall  think  fit  \  for  which  they  are  largely 
in  J)rofit  ind  honour.  The. whole  lyftem,  by 
:h  ai'iijies  are  governed,  is  c|uite  alien  fixim  th6 
eful  inftitutions  of  ftates  at  hondS ;  and  if  the 
irds  be  fo  inviting,  as  to  tenipt  a  fenatbr  to 

a  poft  in  the  arniy,  while  he  is  there  dn  hiJ 
',  he  ought  to  confide'r  himfclf  ih  nb  bthdr  ca» 
ty.  I  know  ndt  any  fort  of  hien  fo  apt  as  fcl-^ 
;  are,  to  rej^rimand  thdfe  whoprefunrie  to  inteN 

in  what  relates  to  their  trade;  When  thfejf 
any  of  us,  irt  a  coffte-houfe,  wondering  that 

a  Viftory  was  not  puirfued ;  cdrtiplainihg  that 

a  towh  coft  more  men  and  mcn6y  than  if  w&« 
:h  to  take  it  i  or  that  fudh  an  dppbrtuniry  was 
3f  figliting  the  eiicmy  ;  they  prefently  repfoVe 
irtd  often  with  juftice  ehough,  for  meddling  in 
ters  out  of  our  fphere  ;  and  deafly  convince  us 
If  miftakes,  by  tetms  of  art  thathdne  of  us  un- 
bAd.     Nor  do  we  efcape  fo ;  for  they  reflcfl 

the  utmoft  cdntempt  on  o\it  ignorance ;  that 
who  fit  at  home  in  eafe  and  fecurity,  nevet 
ng  frdm  our  fire-fideSj  (hovild  pretend,  from 
9L.  III.  F  bookt 
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books  and  general  reafbn,  to  argue  upon  military 
afifairs  ;  which,  after  all,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
ihare  of  intelle£luals  in  (bme  who  are  faid  to  excel 
that  way,  is  not  fo  very  profound,  or  difficult  a 
fcience.  But,  if  there  be  any  weight  in  what  they 
offer,  as  perhaps  there  may  be  a  great  deal,  furely 
thefe  gentlemen  have  a  much  weaker  pretence  to 
concern  themfclves  in  matters  of  the  cabinet^ 
which  are  always  cither  far  above,  or  much,  befide 
their  capacities*  Soldiers  may  as  well  pretend  to 
prelcribe  rules  for  trade,  to  determine  points  in 
philofophy,  to  be  moderators  in  an  aflembly  of 
divines,  or  dired  in  a  court  of  juftice,  as  to  mif-- 
place  their  talent  in  exaixuning  affairs  of  ftate ;  es- 
pecially in  what  relates  to  the  choice  of  minifters^ 
who  are  never  fo  likeiy  to  be  ill  chofen  as  when 
approved  by  them*  It  would  be  endlefs  to  ihew 
how  pernicious  all  fteps  of  this  nature  have  been 
in  many  parts  and  ages  of  the  world.  I  fhall  ooly 
produce  two  at  prefent ;  one  in  Rome,  the  other 
in  England.  The  firft  is,  of  Caefar:  when  he 
came  to  the  city  with  his  foldiers  to  fettle  the  mi* 
niftry,  there  was  an  end  of  their  liberty  for  ever» 
The  feccMid  was,  in  the  great  rebellion  againft  king 
Charles  the  Firfl:  the  king  and  both  houies  were 
agreed  upon  the  terms  of  a  peace ;  but  the  officers 
of  the  army  (as  Lndlow  relates  it)  let  a  guard  upon 
the  houfe  of  commons,  took  a  lift  of  the  members^ 
and  kept  all  by  force  out  of  the  houfe,  except  thoie 
who  were  for  bringing  the  king  ta  a  trial.  Some 
years  after,  when  they  ere£ted  a  military  govejriv^ 
ment,  and  ruled  the  iiland  by  major  generals^  vfii 

received 
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received  moft  admirable  inftances  of  their  (kill   in 
politicks.    To  fay  the  truth,  fuch  formiJ.  'Ic  ftlck- 
iers  can  have  but  two  rcafoiis  for  defiring  to  inter- 
fere in  the  adminiftration  ;  tlie  firft  i»,  that  of  Cae- 
far  and  Cramwell ;    of  which  God  forbid  I  (hould 
accufe  or  fufpedl  any  body^  fincc  the  fccond  is  per- 
tiicious  enough  ;  and  that  is,  to  prefl  rvc  thofe  in 
poiwevj    who  are  for  perpetuating  a  war,    rather 
than  fee  others  advanced,  who,  they  are  fu re,  will 
life  all  proper  means,  to  promote  a  fafe  and  honou- 
rable peace* 

Thirdly,  fince  it  is  obferx^ed  of  armies,  that  In 

the  preient  age  they  are  brought  to  fomc  degree  of 

humanity,  and  a  more  regular  demeanor  to  each 

other  and  to  the  world,  than  in  former  times,  ic 

is  certainly  a  good  maxim  to  *  endeavour  preferving 

this  temper  among  them  ;    without  which,  they 

would  loon  degenerate  into  favages.     To  this  end  it 

would  be  prudent,  among  other  things,  to  forbid 

that  deteftable  cuftom  of  drinking  to  the  damnation 

or  confufion  of  any  perfon  whatfoever. 

Such  defperate  acts,  and  the  opinions  iufufcd 
along  with  them  into  heads  already  inflamed  by 
youth  and  Wine,  are  enough  to  fcatter  madnels 
andfedition  through  a  whole  camp.  So  feldom  upon 
their  knees  to  pray,,  and  fo  often  to  curfe  !  this  is 

•  Tp  fiu^azvur  frrfirving^  is  not  ^amznar;  it  (iMhtld  be  fo  cr^'eax-oiir  tj 
.  ^ffirvi;  or  if,  in  ordtr  to  avoid  the  two  inBaitives  aoJ  the  rri>cri;ioii  ot 
illrir  particles,  anoiber  mode  fhould  be  preferred,  it  ought  to  l>c,— ^o  en- 
^vour  fbe  prcftrvini;  of  this  temper,  &c.  The  arrangement  of  i  hv:  words 
ttfiqejr  new  ftand^  Has  a  very  bad  Cife«fl  dta  the  Qar ;  ctidfstrour  |  pre- 
irring  |  this  tcmjKr  ]  asnont^  them  \  fnfdl  (our  fucccffivc  amphil»rachi, 
wirfc  tlie  accent  four  times  rq>Cj:ed  on  rhc  miJdIc  fyllab'e  of  'h'-jc  in 
flKhfboiy  whuh  give  the  fentenre  the  air  cf  a  coraic  cantering  vcrfe. 

F  2  wot 
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not  properly  atheifm,  but  a  fort  of  anti-religion 
prcfcrlbed  by  the  devil,  and  which  an  atheift  of  com- 
mon fenfe  would  fcorn  as  an  abfurdity.     I  have 
heard  it  mentioned  as  a  common  practice  laft  Au- 
tumn,   fomewhere  or  other,  to  drink  damnation 
and  confufion   (and  this  with  circumftances  very 
aggravating  and  horrid)  to  the  new  miniftry,  and 
to  thofe  who  had  any  hand  in  turning  out  the  old ; 
that  is  to  iiiy,  to  thofe  perfons  whom  her  majefty 
has  thought  fit  to  employ  in  her  greateft  affairs, 
with  lomething   more  than  a  glance  againft  the 
queen  hcrfelf.     And  if  it  be  true,  that  thefe  orgies 
were    attended    with    certain    doubtful   words  of 
ftanding  by  their  general,  who  without  queftion 
abhorred  them,  let  any  man  cohfider  the  confe- 
tjuence  of  fuch  difpofitions,  if  they  (hould  happen 
to  fprcad.     I  could  only  wifli,  for  the  honour  of  the 
army,  as  well  as  of  the  queen  and  miniftry,  that 
a  ivnu  dy  had  been   applied  to  the  difeafe  in   the 
place  and  time  where  it  grew.     If  men  of  fuch 
principles  were  able  to  propagate  them  in  a  camp, 
and  v/crc  hire  of  a  general  for  life,  who  had  any 
tinCLure  of  ambition,  we  might  foon  bid   farewel 
to  nunillers  and  parliaments,  whether  new  or  old. 
1  am  only  lorry,  fuch  an  accident  has  happened 
towards  the  dole  of  a  war ;  when  it  is  chiefly  the 
intcTcft  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who  have  pofts  in  the- 
ilrmy,  to  behave  themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
might  encourage  the  legiflature  to  make  fome  pro* 
vilion  for  tlicni,  when  there  will  be  no  farther  need 
of  their  fervice.     Thej'  are  to  confider  themfelves 
as    perfons,    by  their   education,    unqualified   £os 

maDjT 
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many  other  (lations  of  life.  Their  fortunes  will  not 
futfci  them  to  *  retain  to  a  party  after  ity  tall,  u^)Y 
have  they  weight  or  abilities  to  help  towards  Irs 
refurrection.     Their  future  dependence  is  wiiolly 
upon  the  piince  and  parliament,  to  whicrh   they 
will  never  make  their  way  by  folemn  execrations 
of  the  miniftry ;   a  miniftry  of  the  queen's  own 
deftion,    and  fully  anfwering  the  wifhcs  of  her 
pfeople.     This  unhappy  ftcp  in  fomc  of  their  br.> 
thren,  may  pafs  for  an   uncontrollable  argument, 
that  politicks  are  not  their  bufinefs,  or  their  ele- 
ment.    The  fortune  of  war  has  raifed  feveral  per- 
fons  up  to  fwclling  titles,    and  great  commands 
over  numbers  of  men,  which  they  are  too  apt  to 
transfer  along  with- them  into  civil  life,  and  appear 
in  aU  companies,  as  if  they  were  at  the  head  of 
their  regiments,  with  a  fort  of  deportment  tliat 
ought  to  have  been  dropt  behind  in  that  Ihort  paf- 
f^e  to  Harwich.    It  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  dialogue 
iu  Lucian,   where  Gharon,  wafting  one  of  their 
predeceflbrs  over  Styx,  ordered  him  to  ftrip  otF  his 
armour  and  fine  cloaths,  yet  ftill  thought  him  too 
heavy  ;  "But,,  faid  he,  put  off  likewife  that  pride 
"  aud  prcfumption,  tho(e  high-fwelling  words,  and 
*'  that  vain  glory ;"  becaufe  they  were  of  no  ufe 
o|i  the  other  fide  of  the  %Yatcr.     Thus,^  if  all  that 
array  of  military  grandeur  were  confined  to  the  pro- 
per fceiie,  it  would  be  much  more  for  the  interell 
!    of  the  owners,  and  Icfs  offenfive  to  their  fellow 
fubjefts. 

*  7J  retatM  io — 15  not  grammar;  refam^  bfinga  verb  aflivc^  will  not 
jAnic  of  die  particle  to^  after  it.  Adhere  to  is  proper,  as  being  a  verb 
Bouier.  Or  if  the  wordreuin  (hould  be  preferred*  it  (bould.be  ufed  in 
A€  lubflaiitivei  not  the  vcib,  as  rhu8-*to  be  rctaimrs  to  a\^;Mrt>^'>  Vc. 

F  3  ^\3N^- 
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NUMBER    XXI. 

« 

Thurfday,  December  28,    1710. 

Nam  ct  miijorum  Injlituta  iuerh  f^cris  cemuonit/que  retinen* 
diSy  fapicntis  eft.  . 

^^Ruiturtique  femper  . 
Stat  (mirum!)  moles '•^^ 

A  wife  man  will  protcft  and  defend  the  rights  of  th^ 
church;  which,  in  fpite  of  the  malice  of  its  enemicf, 
although  tottering,  and  on  the  brink  of  deftru(^Qn« 
(lands  fecurc,  to  the  admiration  of  all  men, 

WHOEVER  is  a  trueiover  of  our  conftitu-. 
tion,  muft  needs  be  pJeafed  to  fi^  whatfuc- ' 
cefsful  endeavours  are  daily  made,  toreftoreit,  in 
every  branch,  to  its  ancient  form,  from  thelan- 
guilhing  condition  it  has  long  lain  in,  and  with 
fuch  deadly  fymptoms,     " 

I  have  already  handled  fbme  abufes  during  the 
Jate  management,  and  fhall,  in  convenient  time, 
go  on  with  the  reft.  Hitherto  I  have  confined  my- 
felf  to  thofe  of  the  ftate  :  but,  with  the  good  leave 
of  {omt  who  think  it  a  matter  of  fmall  mpme'ht, 
I  ihall  now  tajce  liberty  to  fay  fomethiflg'of  the 
church.  '^       :■  '  ■   ' 

For  fcvefal  years  paft  there  has  not,  I  think,  in  , 
Europe,*  been  any  fociety  of  men  upoii.fo  unhap- 
py a  foot  as  the  clergy  of  England ;  n0r  iiiore 
hardly  treated  by  thofc  very  pprfonS,  from  whom 
thcv  deferved  much  better  quarter,  and  in  whofe 
power  they  chiefly  liad  put  it  to  ufe  them  fo  ill.     I 

would 
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would  not  willingly  mifreprefent  fa£ls ;  but  I  think 
it  generally  allowed  by  enemies  and  friends,  that 
the  bold  and  brave  defences  made  before  the  Revo- 
lution, againft  thofe  many  invafions  of  our  rights,. 
proceeded  principally  from  the  clergy;  who  arc 
Itkewife  known  to  have  rejeded  all  advances  made 
them,  to  clofe  with  the  meafures  at  that  time  con- 
certing;  while  the  diflenters,  to  gratify  their  am-* 
.  bitioQ  and  revenge,  fell  into  the  bafeft  compliances 
with  the  court,  approved  of  all  proceedings  by  their 
numerous  and  fulfbme  addrefles,  and  took  employ- 
ments and  commiflions  by  virtue  of  the  difpenfing 
power,  againft  the  direft  laws  of  the  land.     All 
this  18  {o  true,  that  if  ever  the  pretender  conies  in, 
they  will,  next  to  thole  of  his  own  religion,  have 
die  faireft  claim  and  pretenfions  to  his  favour,  from 
their  merit  and* eminent  fervices  to  his  fuppofed  fa- 
ther; who,  without  fuch  encouragement,  would 
prabably  never  haveheen  mifled  to  go  the  lengths 
he  did.     It  (hould  likewife  be  remembered,  to  the 
everlafting  honour  of  the  London  divine?,    that 
in-  thofe  dangerous  times,  they  writ  and  publifhedi 
the  beft  coUedion  of  arguments  againft  popery, 
that  ever  appear^  in  the  world. .   At  the  Revolu- 
tioa,  the  body  of  the  clergy  joined  heartily  in  tlw 
conunon  caufe,  except  a  few,  whofe  fufFerings  per- 
haps have  atoned  for   their  miftakes ;    like  men 
who  are  content  to  go  about,    *  for  avoiding  a 
gulph  or  4  precipice,  but  come  into  the  old  ftrait 

•  FffTifvmdiftg*'^  yqlgar  mode  of  exprefflon,  it  Iboukl  be-*'  itt  trder  /• 
•wiVa  gulph,  &c/ 

F  4  roacj 
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road  again,  asfoon  as  they  can.  But  another  ten)- 
per  had  now.begun  to  prevail :  for,  as  in  t^e  reign' 
qf  king  Charles  the  Fiift,  federal  wcll-meanhig 
people  wpre  ready  to  join  in  reforming  fqme  abufes, 
wl^ile  others,  who  had  deeper  defigns,  were  ftill 
calling  out  for  a  thorough  refprrnation,  which 
ended  at  laft  in  the  rum  of  the  kingdom;  fp,  after 
the  late  king's  coming  to  the  thjrpnc,  there  wa^  a 
reftlefs  cry  from  men  of  the  fame  principles,  for  a 
thorough  revolution  ;  which,  as  fome  Were  Onrry^, 
ing  it  on,  mufl  have  ended  in  the  4<?ftruclion  of  thp. 
monarchy  and  church, 

What  a  violent  humour  has  run  ever  fmceagainft 
the  clergy,  and  from  what  corner  fpread  and  fo* 
meiited,  is,  I  hclicv«,  manifeft  to  all  men.  It 
looked  like  a  fvt  quarrel  againft  chriftianity ;  and  if 
we  Call  to  mind  leveral  of  the  leaders,  it  muft  in  a 
great  meafure  have  hecn  aftually  fo.  Nothing 
was  more  common,  in  writing  and  converfation, 
than  to  hear  that  reverend  body  charged  in  grofs 
with  what  was  utterly  inconfiftent ;  defpifed  for 
their  poverty,  hated  for  their  riches ;  reproach- 
ed with  avarice,  and  taxed  with  luxury ;  accufed 
for  promoting  arbitrary  power,  and  for  relifting 
the.  prerogative ;  cenfured  for  their  pride.  And 
icorned  for  their  meanncfs  of  fpirit.  The  repre* 
fentatives  of  the  lower  clergy,  were  railed  at 
for  difputing  the  power  of  the  bifliops,  by  the 
known  ahhorrcrs  of  epilbopacy  ;  and  ahufed  for 
doing  r.othing  in  tlic  convocations,  by  tiiole  very 
men,  who  helped  to  hind  up  their  hands*  The 
vic2,  the  fully,  the  ignorance  of  every  lingte  man, 

were 
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were  laid  upon  the  charafter :  their  jurifdiftion, 
cenfures,  and  difcipline,  trampled  under  foot ;  yet 
mighty  complaints  againft  their  exceflive  power  ; 
the  men  of  wit  employed  to  turn  the  priefthood  it- 
felf  into  ridicule :  in  (hort,  groaning  every  where 
under  the  weight  of  poverty,  oppreffion,  contempt, 
and  obloquy.  A  fair  return  for  the  time  and  money 
i^^vA  in  their  education,  to  fit  them  for  the  fervice 
of  the  altar ;  and  a  feir  encouragement  for  worthy 
men  to  come  into  the  church  !  However,  it  may 
be  fome  comfort  to  the  perfons  of  that  holy  function, 
that  their  divine  Founder,  as  well  as  his  harbinger,. 
met  with  the  like  reception  :  "  John  came  neithers 
**  eating  or  drinking,  and  they  fay,  he  hath  a 
•*  devil ;  the  Son  of  man  came  eating  and  drhik- 
**  ing,  and  they  fay,  behold  a  glutton  and  a  wine-. 
**  bibber,'*  &c.     .  .  t 

In  this  deplorable  ftate  of  the  clergy,  nothing 
but  the  hand  pf  providence,  working  by  its  glori- 
Qus  inftrument  the  Queen,  could  have  been  able 
tp  turp  the  people's  hearts  fo  furpriiingly  in  their 
&VQun  This  princefs,  deftined  for  the  fafety  of 
Europe,  and  a  bleffing  to  her  fubjefts,  began  her 
Kign  with  a  noble  benefaction  to  the  church  ;  and 
it  was  hqped  the  nation  would  have  followed  fuch 
au  example  ;  which  nothing  could  have  prevented, 
but  the  falfe  politicks  of  a  fet  of  men,  who  form 
their  maxims  upon  thofe  of  every  tottering  com- 
monwealth, which  is  always  ftruggling  for  life, 
(iibfifling  by  expedients,  and  often  at  the  mercy  of 
aiiy  powerful  neighbour.  Thefe  men  take  it  unto 
t|ieir  imagination,  that  trade  can  never  flourifli, 

unkfe 
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unlefs  the  country  becomes  a  common  receptacle 
for  all  nations,  religions,  and  languages ;  a  fyftem 
dnly  proper  for  fmall  popular  ftates,  but  altogether 
unworthy  and  below  the  dignity  of  an  imperial 
erown ;  which,  with  us,  is  heft  upheld  by  a  monar- 
chy in  poffeffibn  of  its  juft  prerogative,  a  fenate  of 
nobles  and  of  commons,  and  a  clergy  eftablifhfcd  In 
its  due  rights,  with  a  fuitable  maintenance  by  law. 
But  thefe  men  c6me,  with  the  fpirit  of  (hop-keeperS,. 
to  frame  rules  for  ribe  adminiftratiori  of  kingdoriis  ; 
pfi  as  if  they  thought  the  whole  art  of  gb\)^emmcnt 
cOftfiAed  in  the  importation  of  rrutmegs,  and  the 
curing  of  herrings.  Such  an  ifland  as  ours;  tan 
afford  enough  to  fupport  the  majcfty  of  a  crown^ 
tfee  honour  of  a  nobility,  and  the  dignity  of  a  ma- 
giftracy :  we  can  encourage  arts  and  fciences,  main- 
tain our  biftiops  and  clergy,  and  fuffer  our  gentry 
to  live  in  a  decent,  hofpitable  manner;  yet  ftill 
there  will  remain  hands  fufficient  for  trade  and 
manufaftures,  which  do  always  indeed  deftrve  the 
beft  encouragement,  but  not  to  a  degree  of '(eriding 
every  living  Ibal  *  into  the  warehoufe  or  the  work'' 
fhop. 

This  pedantry  of  republican  politicks  has  done. 
infinitb  tnifchief  ftmong  us.  To  this  we  owe  thofc 
noble  fchemes  of  treatii\g  Chriftianity  as  a  fyftem 
of  fpeculative  opiiuons,  which  no  man  ihould  be 
bound  to  believe ;  of  making  the  being,  and  the 
worfhip  of  God,  a  creature  of  tlie  ftate ;  in  ccrnlc- 
qucnce  of  thefe,  that  the  teachers  of  religion  ought 
%o  huld  their  maiuteniince  at  plea.fure,  or  live  by 

tho 
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the  alms  and  charitable  colledion  of  the  peoplet 
and  be  equally  encouraged  of  all  opinions  *  ;  that 
they  (hould  be  prefcribed  what  to  teach,  by  thofe 
who  are  to  learn  from  them  ;  and  upon  default, 
have  a  fiaff  and  a  pair  of  (hoes  left  at  their  door: 
with  many  other  projects  of  equal  piety,  wifdom, 
and  good  nature. 

But,  God  be  thanked,  they  and  their  (chemes 
are  vanilhed,  and  their  places  fhall  know  them  no 
more.  When  I  think  of  that  inundation  of  athe- 
ifra,  infidelity,  profanencfs,  and  licentioufnefs,  which 
was  likely  to  overwhelm  us,  from  what  mouths 
and  hearts  it  firfl  proceeded,  and  how  the  people 
joined  with  the  Queen's  endeavours  to  divert  this 
flood,  I  cannot  but  refledl  on  that  remarkable  paf- 
fagc  in  the  Revelations,  where  "  the  ferpent  with 
**  kvtw  heads  caft  out  of  his  mouth  water  after 
**  the  woman  like  a  flood,  that  he  might  caufe 
•*  her  to  be  carried  away  of  the  flood :  but  the 
*<  earth  helped  the  woman,  and  the  earth  opened 
*«  her  mouth,  and  fwallowed  up  the  flood,  which 
**  the  dragon  had  caft  out  of  his  mouth."  For 
the  Queen  having  changed  her  miniftry  fuita- 
ble  +  to  her  own  wifdom  and  the  wi(hes  of  her 
fubjeAs,  and  having  called  a  free  parlianient,  and 
at  the  fame  time  lummoned  the  convocation  by 
her  royal  writ,  as  in  all  times  had  been  ac-* 
cuftomed  ;  and  foon  after  theif  meeting,  fcnt  a 
moft  gracious  letter  to  the  archbilhop  of  Canter- 

*  This  a  very  loofe  iDaccunte  mode  of  fpeech,  and  a  had  arraDgc menc 
of  che  words,  which  might  b^  thus  changed*-'  and  thofe  of  all  opinions, 
be  equally  encouraged. 
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bury,  to  be  communicated  to  the  bifhops,  and  cler- 
gy of  his  .province  ;  taking  notice  of  "the  loofcr- 
**  and  profane  principles,  which  had  been  openly 
**  fcattered  and  propagated  among  her  fubjefts : 
f^  that  the  confultationS'of  the  clergy,  were  parti* 
*^  culariy  requifite  to  reprefs  and  prevent  fuch  da- 
*'  ring  attempts,  for  which  her  fubjedts  from  all  - 
*^  parts  of  the  kingdom   have   fhewn    their  jtift 
**  abhorrence :   fhe  liopes  the  endeavours  of  ' the*'^ 
*^  clergy  in  this  refpeft  will  not  be  unfuccefsful  ;  ■ 
*•  and  for  her  part,  is  ready  to  give  them  all  fit - 
*'  encouragement,   to  proceed  in  the  difpatch  of 
*'  fuch  bufmefs,  as  properly  belongs  to  them  ;  and  • 
*>  to  grant  them  powers  requifite"  to  carry  on  fo ' 
**  good  a  work  :'*  in  conclufion,  "  earneftly  recom- 
*'  mending  to  them  to  avoid  difputcs  ;  and  .dg^ter- • 
*'  min'iiig  to  do  all  that  in  her  lies,  to  compofe  anci" 
**  extiriguifli  them." 

It  is  to-be  hoped,  that  this   hft  prirt  of  her  ma-' 
jefty*s  letter,  will  be  tiie  firll  fhc  will  'plenfe  to  ex-** 
ecutet  for,  it  feeing,  tbi<^  very  letter  cre;rtcd   the' 
firft'dilpute ;  the  fiid 'whereof  is  tlius  related  :  1*hc* 
upper  houfe,    havine;  fonncc!    an    nddrcfs  to'rlie 
Queen  beibrc  they  received   her  majcft^\Mcttcr,  • 
fentbpth  addrefs  and  Utter  togcthftr  t4? -the  lower " 
houfe,  with  a  meiiagc  cxcuhng  their  not  mention- 
ing the  letter  iu  the  addrefs,  bccaufe'fhis  was  form- 
ed before  the*  other  was  received.    The  lower  houfe ' 
returned  them,  with  a  defirethat  an  addrefs  might' 
Le  formed  with  a  due  regard  and  acknowledgments 
for  the  letter.     After  i\n\\e  difficulties,  the   fame 
addrefs  was  lent  down  again,  with  aclaufe  Infcrtcd 

.  making 
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matuig  (brae  ffiort  mention,  of  the  faid  letter. 
This  the  lower  houle  did  not  think  fufEcient,  and 
fcnt  it  back  again-  with  tlie  faipe  requeft  :  where- 
upon the  archbiftiop,  after  a  fliort  confultatioa 
with  fbmeof  his  brethren,  *  immediately  adjourned 
the  convocation  for  a  month  ;  and  no  addrefs  at  all 
was  fent  to  the  Queen. 

I  underftand  not  ecclefiaftical  affairs  well  enough 
to  comment  upon,  this  matter  ;  but  it  feems  to  me, 
that  all  methods  of  doing  fervice  to  the  church  and 
kingdom,  by  means  of  convocation,  maybe  at  any 
time  eluded,  if  there  be  no  remedy  againft  fuch  an 
incident.  And,  if  this  proceeding  be  agreeable  to  the 
inftitution,  fpiritualaflemblies  muft  needs  be  ftrange- 
ly  contrived^  very  different  from  any  lay  fenatdyet 
known  in  the  world.  Surely,  ,fj:om  the  nature  of 
fuch  a  fynod,  it  muft  be  a  v«y  San  happy  circum- 
ftaiice,  when  the  majority  of  the  bifliops  draws  one 
way,  and  that  of  the  lower  clergy  another.  The 
latter,  I  think,  are  not  at  this  time  fufpefted  foe 
any  .principles  bordering  upon  thofe  profeffed  by 
enemies  to  epifcopacy  ;  and  if  they  happen  to  differ 
from  the  greater  part  of  the  prcfent  fet  of  biftiops,  I 
doubt  it  will  call  fome  things  to  mind,  that  may 
turn  the  fcale  of  general  favour  on  the  inferior  cler- 
gy's, fide;  who,  with  a  profound  duty  to  her  ma- 
jefty,  are  pcrfcclly  pleafcd  with  theprefent  turn  of 
affairs.  Befidcs,  curious  people  will  be  apt  to  en- 
quire into  the  dates  of  fome  promotions;  to  call  to 
mind  what  dcfigns  were  then  upon  the  anvil :  and 
thence  make  malicious  deduclions.     Perhaps  they 

will 
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•will  obferve  the  manner  of  voting  on  the  bifhops^ 
bench,  and  compare  it  with  what  (hall  pafs  in  the 
upper  houfe  of  convocation^  There  is  however 
one  comfort ;  that  under  the  prefent  difpofitions  of 
the  kingdom,  a  diflike  to  the  proceedings  of  any  of 
their  lordfhips,  even  to  the  number  of  a  majority, 
will  be  purely  peribnal,  and  not  ttimed  to  the  dif^ 
advantage  of  the  orden  And  for  my  part,  as  I  am 
a  trae  lover  of  the  church,  I  would  rather  find  the 
inclinations  of  the  people  favourable  to  epifeopacy 
in  general,  than  fee  a  majority  of  prelates  cried  up 
by  thofe,  who  are  known  enemies  to  the  charader. 
Nor  indeed  has  any  thing  given  me  more  oflEencc 
for  leveral  years  paft,  than  to  obferve,  how  fbme 
of  that  bench  have  been  careffed  by  certain  perfons  ; 
and  others  of  them  openly  celebrated  by  the  infa- 
mous pens  of  atheifts,  republicans,  and  fanaticks^ 
Time  and  mortality  .can  *  only  remedy  thefe  in- 
conveniences in  the  church,  which  are  not  to  be 
cured,  like  thofe  in  the  ftate,  by  a  change  of  mini- 
ftry.  If  we  may  guefs  the  temper  of  a  convocation 
from  the  choice  of  a  prolocutor,  as  it  is  ufual  to 
do  that  of  a  houfe  of  commons  by  the  fpeaker, 
we  may  expeft  great  things  from  that  reverend 
body,  who  have  done  themfelves  much  +  reputa- 

ticm, 

*  This  arrangement  leadi  to  ambiguity ;  omfy  placed  after  esmf  may  fig. 
Bify  can  do  DO  mdre  than  :  at, —can  only  palliate,  not  cure  thefe  triU» 
WImb  m^^  therefore  refers  to  thiogi  before  enomeratedf  excluiivdy  at 
all  otbera,  it  ought  always  to  precede  cm.  As  thus— Time  and  moruU« 
tji  only,  can  remedy,  &c« 

f  9f^  kavi  dom  thtmfkhii  much  reputrntlon,  8cc.  Nehher  granraiar  nor 
coftom  will  authorife  this  phrafe.  There  is  a  fimihr  one  in  ul'e  indeed,  as, 
*  they  have  d9m  tbewj/ehes great  treUt!  but  yet  is  far  from  being  proper:  re« 

putation 
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tion,  by  pitching  upon  a  gentleman  of  fo  much  pie-* 
ty,  wk,  and  learning,  for  that  office  ;  and  one  who 
is  fo  thoroughly  verfed  in  thofe  parts  of  knowledge^ 
which  are  proper  for  it.  I  am  forry  that  the  three 
Latin  fpeeches,  delivered  upon  prefenting  the  prolo- 
cutor^  were  not  made  public ;  they  might  perhaps 
have  given  us  ibme  light  into  the  difpofition  of  each 
houfe :  and  befides,  one  of  them  is  faid  to  be  fo  pe* 
culiar  in  the  ftyle  and  matter,  as  might  have  made 
up  in  entertainment,  what  it  wanted  in  inftru&toa. 

NUMBER    XXII. 

Thurfday,  January  4,  171 1. 

Htdk  funt  occukiares  infidia,  quam  M,  quae  latent  in 
Jimlatione  officii^  aut  in  aliquo  neceffitu^nis  nomine. 

It  Is  extremely  difficult  to  explore  thofe  defigns  which  are 
conceived  under  the  veil  of  duty,  and  lie  hid  under  the 
pretence  of  friendftiip. 

The  following  anfwer  is  written  in  the  true  ftyle^ 

.  and  with  the  ufual  candour,  of  fuch  pieces; 

which  I  have  imitated  to  the  beft  of  my  Ikill, 

and  doubt  not  but  the  reader  will  be  extremely 

£itisfied  with  it. 

pMttioff  and  credit  are  what  people  da  not  beffow  «poa  themfelfe»,  but 
««  RWfited  to  them  by  others ;  ihe  cxpreffion  thereftire  fliould  be— they 
l<^<c  gained  lo  ihemfclves  great  repurafion,  gitar  tredir.  This  phrsfc  i* 
praprily  made  (>(e  ot  on  iiQo;her  occafioot  where  it  it  f^il  of  a  msD,  that  he 
^^himfrjfj^iitf  bccaufehehas  taken  h  out  of  all  other  handsy  int^ 

The 
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The  EXAMINER  crofs-examincd ;    or,    A   full 
•     anfwer  to  the  laft  EXAMINER. 

IF  I  durft  be  fo  bold  with  this  author,  I  would 
gladly  alk  him  a  familiar  queftion  ;  Pray,  fir, 
who  made  you  an  examiner  ?  He  talks  in  one  of  his 
infipid  papers  of  eight  or  nine  thoufand  corruptions, 
while  we  were  at  the  head  of  affairs ;  yet  in  all 
this  time  he  has  hardly  produced  fifty  : 

Purturiunt  monies,  6f^.  HoR. 

But  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  at  prefent  to  his  lafl  paper* 
He  tells  us,  the  queen  began  her  reign  with  a  noble 
benefaftion  to  the. church.  Here*s  prieflcraft  with 
a  witnefs  !  This  is  the  conflant  language  of  your 
high-fliers,  to  call  thofe  who  are  hired  to  teach  thd 
reli^on  of  the  magiftrate,  by  the  name  of  the 
church.  But  this  is  not  all ;  for  in  the  very  next 
line  he  fays,  it  was  hoped  the  nation  would  have 
followed  this  example.  You  fee  the  faftion  begins 
already  to  fpeak  out :  this  is  an  open  demand  for 
the  abbey-lands ;  this  furious  zealot  would  have  us 
prieft-ridden  again,  like  our  popifh  anceftors ;  but 
it  is  to  be  hoped  the  government  will  take  timely 
care  to  fupprefs  fuch  audacious  attempts  ;  elle  we 
have  fpent  fo  much  blood  and  treafure,  to  very 
little  purpofe,  in  maintaining  religion  and  the  Re*' 
volution.  But  what  can  we  expedt  from  a  man^ 
who  at  one  blow  endeavourl  to  ruin  our  trade  ?  A 
country,  fays  he,  may  flourifh  (thefe  are  his  own 
words)  without  being  the  common  receptacle  fbt 
alji  nations,  religions,  and  languages.  Wh^  I  V^ 
3  muft 


ixiufl:  immediately  bariifh,  dr  milfder  the  Palatines ; 
forbid  all  foreigii  merchants  not  only  the  Exchange 
but  the  kingdohi  j  perfecute  the  diflenfers  with  fire 
and  faggot ;  ^nd  make  it  high  treafon  to  fpeak  any 
other  ton^e  but  ^ngliftii  Ih  another  place  he  talks 
of  a  ferpent  with  feven  heads,  which  is  a  manifeft 
corruption  of  the  text ;  fdr  the  words,  /even  heads^ 
are  ndt  mentioned  iii  that  veirfe.     tldweverf  we 
know  what  ferpent  he  would  mean ;  a  ferpent  with 
fourteen  legs ;  or  indeed  no  ferpent  at  all,  but  fevefil 
gr^t  men,  who  were  the  beft  minifters,  the  trueft 
|>roteAants,    and   the  moil  diiinterefted   patriots^ 
that  ever  ferved  a  prince^    But  nothing  is  fd  incoa  - 
fiftent  aS  this  writer.     I  know  not  whether  to  call 
him  a  whig  or  a  tory^  a  protefldiit  or  a  papifl ;  he 
finds  fault  with  convocations ;  fays,  they  are  aflem-^ 
b^es  flrangely  contrived  ;  and  yet  lays  the  hu\t 
Upon  U8^  that  we  bound  their  hands :  I  wifli  we 
oiuld  have  bound  their  tdiigues  too.     1i\iti  as  fafl 
as  their  hands  were  bound,  they  could  make  a  (hif(; 
to  hdd  their  pens^  and  have  their  (hare  in  the  gUilt 
of  ruining  the  hopefulleft  party  and  riliriiftry,  that 
ever  prefcribed  t6  a  crown.     This  captious  gentle- 
man is  angry  (o  fee  ii,  majority  of  prelates  cried  up 
by  thofe,  who  are  enemies  to  the  charaiflcr  :  now 
t  always  thought,  th^f  the  concefliohs  of  finemies^ 
Were  more  to  a  maii^s  advantage,  than  the  praife 
of  his  friends.    Time  and  mortality^  he  fays^  cati 
only  remedy  thefe  incoi^eniencies  in  the  diurch  i 
that  is,  in  other  words,  when  ceitain  inthops  fre 
dead,  we  (hall  have  others  of  our  own  (lamp;  NoC 
b  b&  i  you  are  not  yet  fo  fare  of  your  gaitic^    We 
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have  already  got  one  comfortable  lofs  in  Spain,  al- 
though by  a  general  of  our  own :  for  joy  of  which, 
our  junto  had  a  merry  meeting  at  the  houfe  of  their 
great  profelyte,  on  the  very  day  we  received  the 
happy  news.  One  or  two  more  fuch  blows,  would 
perhaps  fet  us  right  again  ;  and  then  we  can  em- 
ploy mortality  as  well  as  others.  He  concludes 
with  wjfhing,  that  three  letters,  fpoken  when  the 
prolocutor  was  prefented,  were  made  public.  I 
fuppofe  he  would  be  content  with  one ;  and  that  is 
more  than  we  (hall  humour  him  to  grant.  How- 
ever, I  hope  he  will  allow  it  poffible  to  have  grace, 
without  either  eloquence  or  Latin  ;  which  is  alll 
fhall  fay  to  this  malicious  innuendo. 

Having  thus,  I  hope,  given  a  full  and  fatisfadoiy 
anfwer  to  the  Examiner's  laft  paper,  I  fliall  now 
go  on  to  a  more  important  affair,  which  is,  to  provie 
by  fe^ral  undeniable  inftances,  that  the  late  minis- 
try and  their  abettors  were  true  friends  to.  the 
church.  It  is  yet,  I  confefs,  a  fecret  to  the  clergy 
wherein  this  friendfliip  did  confift.  For  informa* 
tion  therefore  of  that  reverend  body,  that  they  ipaj^ 
never  forget  their  beiiefaftors,  as  well  as  of  aU. 
others  who  may  be  equally  ignorant,  I  have  deter- 
milled  to  difplay  our  merits  to  the  world  upon  that 
weighty  article.  And  I  could  wifli,  that  what  I 
am*  to- fay  were  to  be  written  in  brafs,  for  an  eter- 
nal memorial ;  .the  rather,  becaufe  for  the  future 
thft  cifilirbh  may  endeavour  to  ftand  undipported 
by  tfiofe  patn>n8,  who  expired  in  doing  it  their  laft 
•good?<ffice,  arid  will  never  rife  to  preferve  it  any 
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Let  tis  therefore  produce  the  pious  enckavours  o£ 
thefe  church  defenders,  who  were  its  patrpns,  by 
their  power  and  authority^  as  Well  as  ornaments  of 
it,  by  their  exemplary  lives. 

Firft,  St.  Paul  tells  us,  there  muft  be  herefies  ill 
the  chureh,  that  the  truth  may  be  raanifeft  ;  and 
therefoiie,  by  due  courfe  of  reafoning,  the  more  he- 
refies there  are,  the  piote  manifeft  will  the  truth 
.  be  made*.   This  being  maturely  confidered  by  thefe 
lovcra  of  the  churchy  they  endeavoured  to  propagate 
as  many  herefies  as  they  could,   that  the  light  of 
.truth  might  ihine  the  clearer* 
!     Secondly,  To  ftiew  their  zeal  for  the  churches 
defence,  they  took  the  care  of  it  intirely  out  of  the 
hands  of  God  Almighty,  (becaufe  that  was  a  fo^ 
reign  jurifdidion)  and  made  it  their  own,  creaturei 
depending  altogether  upon  them;  and  ifiiied  out 
their  Orders  to  Tindal,  and  others,  to  give  public 
'notice  of  it; 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  tfhaflty  is  the  moft  celebrated 

of  ali  chriftiah  virtues,    therefore  they  cxteiidcci 

'  Aeirs  beyohd  all  bdurids  ;  and  inftead  of  fliiittiilg 

the  fchxircH  againft  diffenters,  were  ready  id  dpert 

it  to  all '  comers,  ind  break  down  ltd  walls^  rather 

than  that  any  flibuld  want  room  to  enter*    The 

"  llrength  of  a  ftate,  we  know,  confifts  in  the  num** 

'  ber  of  feiSple,  hovlr  different  foever  in  their  caUihgs ; 

'  and  why  ftiould  not  the  ftrcngth  of  a  dlutc^h  toti- 

'  fift  in  the  fame ^  how  different  foever  in  their  Creeds  ? 

•  i?or  that  reafon,  they  chirifably  attfempf^fd  TO  ate* 

Hfli  the  teft|  which  tied  Up  fo  maby  hands  frcm 
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getting  employments,  in  order  to  proteft  the 
church. 

I  know  very  well,  that  this  attempt  is  obje£i:ed 
to  USES  a  crime  by  feveral  malignant tories ;  and  de-* 
nied  as  a  (lander,  by  many  unthinking  people  among 
ourfclyes.  The  latter  are  apt,  in  their  defence,  to 
aik  fuch  queftions  as  thefe ;  Was  your  teft  repeal- 
ed ?  hdd  we  not  a  majority  ?  might  we  not  have 
done  it,  if  we  pleafed  ?  To  which  the  others  an- 
^er.  Yon  did  what  you  could  :  you  prepared  die 
Way,  but  you  found  a  fatal  impediment  from  that 
quarter  whence  the  fan6lion  «>f  the  law  muft  come; 
and  therefore,  to  fave  your  credit,  you  conckmned 
a  paper  to  be  burnt,  which  ydurfeives  had  brought 
in.  But  alas !  the  mifcarriage  of  that  noble  prcgeA 
for  the  fafety  of  the  church,  had  another  cu-iginal ; 
the  knowledge  wliereof  depends  upon  a  piece  of  ie- 
cret  hiilory,  which  I  (hall  nbw  lay  open. 

Thefe  church-proteftors  had  directed  a  pre(bjrte« 
'  rian  preacher  to  drdw  up  a  bill  for  repealing  the 
teft.  It  was  accordingly  done  with  great  art ;  and 
in  the  preamble,  feveral  expreffions  of  civility  to 
the  eftabliihed  church  ;  and  when  it  came  to  the 
qualifications  of  all  thpfe  who  were  to  ^nter  on 
any  ofEce,  the  compiler  had  taken  fpecial  care  to 
make  them  large  enough  for  all  chrifUans  whatfi)- 
ever,  by  tranfcrilring  the  very  words  (only  formed 
into  an  oadi)  which  quakers  are  oblig^  to  profe£i 
by  a  former  a£b  of  parliament;  as  I  fhall  here  fet 
them  down :  ^<  I,  A.  R  profefs  faith  in  God  die 
**  Father,  and  in  Jefus  Chrift  his  eternal  Son,  the 
^  tr^e  God ;  and  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  one  God, 
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^  blefied  for  evermore ;  and  do  acknowledge  the 
holy  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament, 
to  be  given  by  divine  infpiration/'  This  bill 
was  carried  to  the  chief  leaders,  for  their  approba- 
tion, with  thefe  terrible  words  turned  into  an  oath: 
What  ihould  they  do  ?  Thofe  few  among  them, 
who  fancied  they  believed  in  God,  were  fure  they 
did  not  believe  in  Chrift,  or  the  Holy  fpirit,  or  one 
iyllable  of  the  Bible ;  and  they  were  as  fure  that 
every  body  knew  their  opinion  in  thofe  matters, 
which  indeed  they  had  been  always  too  (incere  to 
difguife ;  how  therefore  could  they  take  fuch  an  oath 
as  that,  without  ruining  their  reputation  withTin- 
dal,  Toland,  Coward,  Collins,  Clendon,  and  all  the 
tribe  of  free-thinkers,  and  (b  give  a  fcandal  to  weak 
tnbelievers  ?  Upon  this  nice  point  of  honour  and 
confcience,  the  matter  was  hufhed,  the  project  for 
repealing  the  teft  let  fall,  and  the  facrament  left  as 
the  fmaller  evil  of  the  two. 

Fourthly,  Thefe  pillars  of  the  church,  becaufe 
the  harveft  was  great,  and  the  labourers  few,  and 
becaufe  they  would  eafe  the  bifhops  from  the  grie- 
vous trouble  of  laying  on  hands,  were  willing  to 
allow  that  power  to  all  men  whatfoever,  to  prevent 
that  terrible  confequence  of  unchurching  thofe, 
who  thouglit  a  hand  from  under  a  cloak,  as  effec- 
tual as  from  lawn  fleeves.  And  indeed  what  could 
more  contribute  to  the  advancement  of  true  reli- 
gion, than  a  bill  of  general  naturalization  for  pried- 
hood? 

Fifthly,  In  order  to  fix  religion  in  the  minds 
of  men,  becaufe  truth  never  appears  fo  fair  as  when 
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(Confronted  with  falfhood,  they  direfted  books  to  be 
publiflied,  that  denied  the  being  of  a  God,  the  di- 
vinity of  the  Second  ?nd  Third  Perfon,  the  truth 
of  all  revelation,  and  the  immortality  of  the  foul. 
To  this  we  owe  that  great  fenfe  of  religion,  that 
relpeft  and  kindnefs  tp  the  clergy,  and  that  true 
love  of  virtue,  fo  manifeft  of  late  years  among  the 
youth  of  our  nation.  Nor  could  any  thing  be  more 
difcreet,  than  to  leave  the  nierjts  of  each  caufe,  to 
fuch  wife,  impartial  judges  ;  who  might  otherwifb 
fall  under  the  flavery  of  believing,  by  education 
and  prejudice, ' 

Sixthly,  Becaufe  nothing  fo  ii^uch  diftrails  the 
thoughts,  as  too  great  a  variety  of  fubjefts,  there^ 
fore  they  had  kindly  prepared  a  bill  tp  prefcribe 
the  clergy  what  fubjefts  they  (hould  preach  upon, 
and  in  what  manner,  that  they  might  be  at  no  lofs; 
and  this  no  doubt  was  a  proper  work  for  fuch  hands, 
fo  thoroughly  verfed  in  the  theory  and  pra^icc  p£ 
all  chriftian  duties. 

Seventhly,  To  fave  trouble  and  expence  to  the 
plergy,  they  contrived  that  convocations  (hould 
meet  as  feldom  as  poffible ;  and  when  they  were 
fufFered  to  affemhle,  would  never  allow  them  to 
meddle  with  aqy  bufinefs  ;  becaufe,  they  faid,  the 
office  of  a  clergyman  was  enough  to  take  up  the 
whole  man.  For  the  fame  reafbn  they  were  very 
^efirous  to  excufe  the  bifliops  from  fitting  in  parlia- 
ment, that  they  might  be  at  more  leifure  to  ftay  at 
home,  and  look  after  the  inferior  clergy. 

I  (hall  mention  at  prefent  but  one  more  inftance 
of  their  pious  zeal  for   the  church.     They   had 
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(bcnewhere  heard  the  maxim,  that  Sanguis  martyr 
rum  eft  femen  ecclejia ;  therefore,  m  order  to  fow 
this  feed,  they  began  with  impeaching  a  clergy* 
man  :  and  that  it  might  be  a  true  martyrdom  in 
every  fcircumftance,  they  proceeded  as  much  as  pof* 
fible  againft  common  law :  which  the  long-robe 
part  of  the  managers  knew,  was  in  an  hundred 
inftances  diredlly  contrary  to  all  their  pofitions,  and 
were  fufSciently  warned  of  it  before-hand  ;  but 
their  love  of  the  church  prevailed.  Neither  was 
this  impeachment  an  affair  taken  up  on  a  fudden ; 
for  a  certain  great  perfon,  (whofe  charafter  has 
been  lately  publifhed  by  fome  ftupid  and  lying  wri- 
ter) who  very  much  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his 
zeal  in  forwarding  this  impeachment,  had  feveral 
years  ago,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  late  king 
to  give  way  to  juft  fuch  another  attempt.  He 
laid  his  majefty,  there  was  a  certain  clergyman, 
who  preached  very  dangerous  fermons,  and  that 
the  only  way  to  put  a  ftop  to  fuch  infolence,  was, 
to  impeach  him  in  parliament^  The  king  enquir- 
ed the  character  of  the  man  :  O  (ir,  faid  my  lord, 
the  moft  violent,  hot,  pofitive  fellow  in  England  ; 
fo  extremely  wilful,  that  I  believe  he  would  be  hear* 
tily  glad  to  be  a  martyr,  The  king  anfwcred,  Is  it 
fo  ?  then  I  am  refolved  to  difappoint  him ;  and 
would  never  hear  niore  of  the  matter ;  by  which 
that  hopeful  projedl  unhappily  mifcarried, 

I  havp  hitherto  confined  myfelf  to  thofe  endea- 
TOUrs  for  the  gpod  of  the  church,  which  were 
comn^on  to  all  the  leaders  and  principal  men  of 
our  party ;  but,  if  my  paper  were  not  drawing  to- 
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wards  an  end,  1  could  produce  feveral  inftances  of 
particular  perfons,  who,  by  their  exemplary  lives 
and  a&ions,  have  confirmed  the  character  fo  juftly 
due  to  the  whole  body,  I  fliall  at  prefent  mention 
only  two,  and  illuftrate  the  merit  of  each  by  a  mat* 
%cr  pf  fed. 

That  worthy  patriot  and  true  lover  of  the  church, 
whom  a  late  Examiner  is  fuppqied  to  refled  on 
under  the  name  of  Verrcs,  felt  a  pious  impulfe  to 
be  a  benefactor  to  the  cathedral  of  Glouceftcr  ;  but 
how  to  do  it  in  the  moft  decent  generous  manner^ 
was  the  (jueftion.  At  laft  he  thought  of  ah  expe* 
dient :  one  morning,  or  night,  he  ftole  into  the 
churph,  n>ounted  upon  the  alt^r,  and  theixj  did 
that,  which,  in  cleanly  phrafc,  is  called  difburthen- 
iqg  nature.  He  was  difcovered,  profecuted,  an4 
condemned  to  pay  a  thoufand  pounds  ;  which  furin 
was  all  en>pIoyed  to  fupport  the  church,  as  no  doubt 
tlie  benefaftor  meant  it. 

There  is  another  perfon,  whom  the  fame  writer 
is  thought  to  point  at  under  the  name  of  Will 
Bigarny.  This  gentleman,  knpwing  that,  marriage 
fees  were  a  conliderable  perquilite  to  the  clergy, 
found  put  a  \yay  of  improving  them  cent,  per  cent, 
for  the  good  of  the  church.  His  invention  was  to 
marry  a  fecond  wife,  while  the  firft:  was  alive,  con- 
vincing her  of  the  lawfulnefs,  by  fuch  argutnents^ 
as  he  die}  not  doubt  would  make  others  fqllQW  the 
fame  ejjample.  Thefe  he  had  drawn  up  in  wrjting^ 
witi)  intention  to  publifh  for  the  general  good : 
and  it  is  hoped,  he  may  now  jiaye  leifure  to  finjlh 
(hem. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER    XXin. 
Thurfdajr,  January  ix,  171 1. 

BMm  ita  Jufcifiatur,  ui  nihil  aiiud  nififaic  qmefita 
videatur. 

War  fttniH  be  undertaken  only  with  a  view  to  procurQ  a 
fiolid  and  lafting  peace. 

I  AM  istisfied,  that  no  reafonable  man  of  either 
party  can  juftly  be  ofiended  at  any  thing  I  faid 
ki  tmc  of  my  papers  relating  to  the  army.  From 
the  qoaxims  I  there  laid  down,  perhaps  many  per- 
(ODS  may  conclude,  that  I  had  a  mind  the  world 
Aould  think  there  had  been  occafion  given  by  fbme 
late  abuies  among  men  of  that  calling ;  and  they 
jCdoclude  right :  for  nxy  intention  is,  that  my  hints 
mvf  be  uqderftood,  and  ray  quotations  and  allego- 
fjts  applied  i  and  I  am  in  fome  p^  to  think,  that  in 
the  Orca^es  on  one  fide,  and  the  weftera  coafts  of 
Ireland  cm  the  other,  the  Examiner  may  want  a 
}fKj  in  feyeral  parts,  which  I  wi(h  I  could  fumifh 
them  with.  As  to  the  French  king,  I  am  under 
00  concern  at  all :  I  hear  he  has  left  off  reading 
my  papers,  and  by  what  he  has  found  in  them, 
diflikes  pur  proceedings  more  than  ever  ;  and  in- 
tends, either  to  make  great  additions  to  his  armies, 
or  propofe  new  terms  for  a  peace.  So  fiilfe  is  that 
which  is  commonly  reported,  of  his  mighty  fatis- 
fzifiion  in  our  change  of  miniftry.  And  I  think  it 
(lear,  that  his  late  letter  of  tl^anks  to  the  tories  of 

Great 
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Great  Britain,  muft  either  have  been  extorted  front 
him,  againft  his  judgment ;  or  was  a  caft  of  poli- 
ticks, to  fet  the  people  againft  the  prefeut  miniftry ; 
wherein  it  has  wonderfully  fucceeded. 

But,  though  I  have  never  heard,  or  never  regard- 
ed, any  objections  made  agaiiift  that  paper,  wBich 
mentions  the  army  ;  yet  I  intended  this  as  a  fort  of 
Apology  fi>r  it.  And  firft  I  declare  (becaufe  we  live 
ill  a  miftaken  .world)  that  in  hinting  at  fome  pro- 
ceedings, wherein  a  few  perfons  are  fnid  to  be 
concerned,  I  did  not  intend  to  charge  them  tipon 
the  body  of  the  army.  I  have  too  much  detefted 
that  barbarous  irljuftice  among  the  writers  of  a  late 
party  to  be  ever  guilty  of  it  myfelf ;  I  mean,  the 
accufing  of  focieties  for  the  crimes  of  a  few.  Oh 
the  other  fide,  I  muft  take  leave  to  believe,  that  ar- 
mies are  no  more  exempt  from  corruptions,  than 
other  numbers  of  men.  The  maxims  propbfed 
were  occafionally  introduced  by  the  report  of  ccr- 
tjun  fafts,  which  I  am  bound  to  believe  are  true, 
becaufe  I  am  fure,  confidering  what  has  pafled,  it 
would  be  a  crime  to  think  otherwife.  All  pofl:s  in 
the  army,  all  employments  at  court,  and  many 
others,  are^^or  ought  to  be,  given  and  refumed  at 
the  mere  pleafure  of  the  prince  ;  yet,  when  I  fee 
a  great  officer  broke,  a  change  made  in  the  court, 
or  the  miniftry,  and  this  under  the  moft  juft  and 
gracious  princefs  that  ever  reigned,  I  muft  natural- 
ly conclude,  it  is  done  upon  prudent  confiderations, 
and  for  fome  great  demerit  in  the  fufierers.  But 
then,  is  not  the  puniftiment  fufficient  ?  Is  it  gene- 
rous, or  charitable,  to  trampleoD  the  unfortunate,  and 
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expofe  their  faults  to  the  -ivorld  in  the  ftrongeft  co- 
lours ?  And  would  it  notfuit  better  with  magnani* 
mity,  as  well  as  common  good-nature,  to  leave 
them  at  quiet  to  their  own  thoughts  and  repentance  ? 
Yes,  without  qucftion ;  provided  it  could  be  fo  con- 
tnvedy  that  their  very  names,  as  well  as  adions^ 
might  be  forgotten  for  ever  :  fuch  an  aft  of  oblivion 
would  be  for  the  honour  of  the  nation,  and  beget  a 
better  opinion  of  us  with  pofterity ;  and  then  I 
might  have  fpared  the  world  and  myfelf  the  trouble 
of  examining.    But  at  prefent  there  is  a  cruel  di- 
lemma in  the  cafe ;  the  friends  and  abettors  of  the 
late  miniftry,  are  every  day  publifliing  their  praifes 
to  the  world,  and  cafting  reflexions  upon  the  pre- 
fent per/bns  in  power.    This  is  fo  bare-faced  an  ajf> 
periion  upon  the  Queen,  that  I  know  not  how  any 
good  fubjed  can  with  patience  endure  it,  although 
he  were  ever  fo  indifferent  with  regard  to  the  opi- 
nions in  difpute.     Shall  they,  who  have  loft  all 
power  and  love  of  the  people,  be  allowed  to  fcatter 
thdr  poiibn  ?  and  (hall  not  thofe,  who  are  at  leaft 
p£  die  ftrongeft  fide,  be  fufFered  to  bring  an  anti- 
dote ?  And  how  can  Vve  undeceive  the  deluded  re- 
mainder, but  by  letting  them  fee,  that  thefe  dif^ 
carded  ftatefmen  werejuftly  laid  afide;  and  pro- 
ducing as  many  inflances  to  prove  it  as  we  can  ; 
not  from  any  perfonal  hatred  to  them,  but  in  ju- 
ftification  to  the  beft  of  queens.     The  many  fcur- 
f  ilities  1  have  heard  and  read  againft  this  poor  pa- 
per of  mine,    are  in  fuch  a  drain,    that,    confi- 
dering  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  they  look  like 
a  jeiip    They  ufually  run  after  the  following  man- 
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ner :  ^^  What !  Shall  this  infoleiit  writer  prefumc 
**  to  cenfure  the  late  miniftry,  the  ableft,  the  moil 
*^  fdthful,  and  trueft  lovers  of  tb^  country  and 
^^  its  confiitution,  that  ever  ferved  a  prince  ?  ShaU 
^*  he  refled  on  the  beft  houfe  of  conunons  that 
^*  ever  fat  within  thofe  walls  ?  Has  not  the  queea 
changed  both,  for  a  miniftry  and  parliament  of 
Jacobites  and  highfliers,  who  are  felling  us  to 
France,  and  bringing  over  the  pretender?**  This 
is  the  very  fum  and  force  of  all  their  reafbnings, 
and  this  is  their  method  of  complaining  againft  the 
Examiner.  In  them,  it  is  humble  and  loyal  to  re- 
fled  upon  the  Queen,  and  the  miniftry  and  par- 
liament fhe  has  chofen  with  the  univerfal  applauie 
of  her  people :  in  us,  it  is  infolent  to  defend  hei 
xnajefly  and  her  choice,  or  to  anfwer  their  objedion^i 
by  (hewing  the  reafons  why  thofe  changes  were  ne- 
ceffary. 

The  fame  fiyle  has  been  ufed  in  the  late  cafe 
concerning  feme  gentlemen  in  the  army.  Such  2 
clamour  was  raifed  by  a  fet  of  men,  who  had  the 
boldnefs  to  tax  the  adminiflratiou  with  cruelty  and 
injuftice,  that  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  interfere  z 
little,  by  (hewing  the  ill  confequences  that  might 
ariie  from  fbme  proceedings,  although  without^ ap- 
plication to  particular  perfons.  And  what  do  thejj 
offer  in  anfwer  ?  Nothing  but  a  few  poor  commcr 
places  ag^nft  calumny  and  informers ;  which  migh' 
have  been  full  as  jufl  and  feafonable  in  a  plot  againC 
the  facred  perfon  of  the  Queen. 

But  by  the  way,  why  are  thefe  idle  people  (b  in. 
difcreet  to  name  thofe  two  words,   which  .affiur 

occafioi 
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occafion  of  layiDg  open  to  the  world  fuch  an  in- 
£uiious  icene  of  iubomation  and  perjury,  as  well 
as  calumny  and  informing,  as,  I  believe,  is  without 
example ;  when  a  whole  cabal  attempted  an  adion, 
wherein  a  condemned  criminal  ^refufed  to  join  with 
them  for  the  reward  of  his  life  ?  Not  that  I  diiap- 
prove  their  fagacity,  who  could  fbretel  fo  long  be* 
fcre  by  what  hand  they  ihould  one  day  £di,  and 
therefore  thought  any  means  juflifiable,  by  which 
they  might  prevent  it 

But,  waving  this  at  prefent,  it  muft  be  owned 

in  juftice  to  the  army,  that  thofe  violences  did  not 

proceed  ib  fsLv  among  them  as  fome  have  believed  ; 

nor  ought  the  madnefs  of  a  few  to  be  laid  at  thetr 

6oors.    For  the  refl,  I  am  fo  far  from  denyii^ 

^he  due  praifes  to  thofe  brave  troops,  who  did  their 

part  in  procuring  fo  many  vi£bories  foe  the  allies  ; 

~  *diat  I  could  wifli  every  cffEcer  and  private  £)14)ier 

had  their  full  (hare  of  honour  in  proportion  to  thiBir 

^feirts ;  being  thus  far  of  the  Athenians  mind, 

who,  ^en  it  was  propofed  that  the  fhttue  of  M^-- 

tiades  ihould  be  fet  up  alone  in  fome  public  place 

of  the  city,  faid,  they  would  agree  to  it,  .whenever 

he  conquered  alone,  but  not  before.    Neither  do 

I  at  all  blame  the  officers  of  the  army  for  pre- 

fiurring  in  their  hearts  the  late  miniftry  before  the 

preient ;    or,  if  wifhing  alone  could  be  of  any 

-  life,  for  wifhing  their  continuance,  becaufe  then  they 

might  be  fecure    of  the  war's  continuance   too: 

whereas  t    fince  afifairs  have  been  put  into  other 

bands,  they  ms^  perhaps  lie  under  fome  apprehen- 

iicms 
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fions  of  a  peace ;  which  no  army,  efpccially  in  the 
courfe  of  fuccefsy  was  ever  inclined  to ;  and  which 
all  wife  dates  have  in  fuch  a  juncture  chiefly  endea-^ 
voured«  This  is  a  point,  wherein  the  civil  and  mili* 
tary  politicks  hive  always  difagreed :  and  for  that  rea** 
Ion  I  affirmed  it  neceflary,  in  all  free  governments, 
that  the  latter  fhould  be  abfolutely  in  fubjedicm  to 
the  former ;  otherwife  one  of  thefe  two  mconvenieip- 
cies  mufl  arife,  either  to  be  perpetually  in  war,  or 
to  turn  the  civil  inflitution  into  a  military. 

I  am  I'eady  to  allow  all  that  has  been  faid  of  the 
Valour  and  experience  of  our  troops,  who  havfe 
fully  contributed  their  part  to  the  great  fuccefies 
abroad ;  nor  is  it  their  fault  that  thofe  important 
vi£tories  had  no  better  confequences  at  home, 
though  it  may  be  their  advantage.  War  is  their 
trade  and  bufinefs :  to  improve  and  cultivate  the 
advantages  of  fuccefs,  is  an  affair  of  the  cabinet; 
and  the  negle£t  of  this,  whether  proceeding  from 
weaknefs  or  corruption,  according  to  the  ufual  tnv 
certainty  of  wars,  may  be. of  the  mofl  fatal  confe- 
quences to  a  nation*  For,  pray  let  me  irepreieat 
our  condition  in  fuch  a  light,  as  I  believe  both 
parties  .will  allow,  though  perhaps  not  the  confer 
quence  I  fhall  deduce  from  it.  We  have  been  fbr 
above  nme  years  blefl  with  a  Queen,  who,  befide 
all  virtues  that  can  enter  into  the*  compofition  of  a 
private  perfon,  poflTefles  every  regal  quality  that 
can  contribute  to  make  a  people  happy :  of  gfeftt 
wifdom,  yet  ready  to  receive  the  advice  of  hfer 
counfellors  :  of  much  difcernment  in  choofing  |mH 
per  inflruments,  when  fhe  follows  her  own  judges 

inenti 
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ment;  and. only  capable  of  being  deceived  by  that 
cxcefsof  goodnefe^  which  makes  her  judge  of  othew 
by  herfelf :  frugal  in  'her  managemeatt  in  order  to 
contribute  to  the  publick,  which  in  proportion  (he 
does,  and  that  voluntarily,  beyond  ^y  of  her  fub- 
]c6ts ;  but  from  her  o^n  natuiegsiepus  and  cha- 
ritable to  all,  who  want  of  dcferveii  and,  in  order 
Co  exercife  thofe- virtues,  denying  herfelf  allentcr- 
faininents  of  expencey  which  niany  others  enjop 
Then,  if  we  look  abroad,  i  at  leaft  in  Flanders j  out 
^rms  have  been  crov^ncd  with  perpetual  fuccefs  in 
battles  and  fieges  ;  iK)t  to  xnent^dn  fev^ital  fortunate 
a^ons  m  Spaio^:  i  Th^fe  h&s  being  thua  ibited^ 
which  none  can  deay ;  it  is  natural  to  aik,  how  we 
have  improved  fuch  advantages,  and.. to  what.a£:r 
count  they  have  turned  ?     I  (hall  ufe  no  difcourag^ 
ing  terms.    When  a:  patient  .growa .  daily  worfd  by 
thetamperbg.  of.  xnountebanksy  theire.is:  aotbihg 
left  but  to  cdil  in::the  befl  phyficians,  before  the 
cafe  grows  defperate.     But  I  would  aik,  whether 
ITrance,  or  any  other  .kingdom^*  would  have  madb 
fo  litde  ufe  of  fuch  prodigious  opportunities  ?  the 
.iruits  whereof  could  never  have  £iillen  to  the  ground 
without  the  extremeft  degree  of  folly  and  corruj>- 
tion ;  and  where  thoie  have  lain,  let  the  world 
r  jii^e.     Inftead  of  aiming  at  peace,  while  we  had 
the  advantage  of  the  war,  which  has  been  the  per- 
petual maxim  of  all  wife  ftates,  it  has  been  re^« 
koned  fadious  and  malignant  even  to  exprefs  our 
.  wiihes  for  it ;  and  fuch  a  condition  impofed,  as 
was  never  pfiered  to  any  prince,  who  had  an  inch 

of 
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of  ground  to  difpute ;  qua  enim  efi  conditia  pacis^ 
in  qua  eU  cum  quo  pacem  facias^  nibH  cmcedi  poteji  ? 
It  is  not  obvious  to  conceive  what  could  movis 
tnen^  who  fat  at  home,  and  were  called  to  confult 
upon  the  good  of  the  kingdomy  to  be  fo  utterly 
averfe  from  putting  an  end  to  a  long,  expienfive 
War,  which  the  viftorious^  as  well  as  conquered, 
fide,  were  heartily  weary  *  o£  Few,  or  none  of 
them,  were  men  of  the  fword;  they  had  no 
Hiare  in'  the  honour;  they  bad  made  large  for* 
tunes,  and  were  at  the  head  of  all  afiairs«  But 
they  well  knew  by  what  tenure  they  held  their" 
power;  that  the  queen  faw  tlm)Ugh  their  de^ 
ligns ;  that  they  had  entirely  loft  the  hearts  of  the 
clergy ;  that  the  landed  men  were  againft  them'; 
that  they  were  detefted  by  the  body  of  the  people ; 
and  that  nothing  bore  them  up  but  th^r  crpAit 
with  the  bank,  and  other  ftocks,  which  would  be 
neither  formidable  nor  neceflary,  when  the  war 
was  at  an  end«  For  thefe  reafons  they  reived 
to  difappoint  all  overtures  of  a  peace,  until  they 
and  their  party  (hould  be  fo  deeply  rooted^  as  ta 
make  it  impoffible  to  ihake  thenii  To  this  end 
they  began  to  precipitate  matters  fo  faft,  as  in  a 
little  time  muft  have  ruined  the  conftitution,  if  the 
crown  had  not  interpofed,  and  rather  ventured  thct 
accidental  efiedts  of  their  malice,  than  fuch  di'ead* 
ful  confequences  of  their  power.  And  indeed  i^ 
the  former  danger    had  been  greater  than  {aroek 

*  Indances  of  this  faulty  manner  of  ending  fentencea  wfc&  a  prepofitioig 
abound  every  where  in  mod  ofour  beft  writers*  How  Duch  betted  wo«f<F 
the  fentence  clofe  ihu8<^^*  which  the  Tictorious,  H  wett  a9  conqi!ere<£r 
fide»  were  heartily  weary, 

J  ho red 
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>ped  or  feared,  I  fee  no  difficulty  in  the  choice, 
hich  was  the  fame  with  his,  who  faid,  he  would 
ther  be  devoured  by  wolves  than  by  rats.  I 
lerefore  ftill  infift,  that  we  cannot  wonder  at,  or 
id  fault  with,  the  army  for  concurring  witii  the 
liniftry,  which  was  for  prolonging  the  war-  Tlie 
clination  is  natural  in  them  all ;  pardonable  iu 
lofe  who  have  not  yet  made  their  fortunes  ;  and 

lawful  in  the  reft,  as  love  ot  power,  or  love  of 
oney,  can  make  it.  But,  as  natural,  as  pardon- 
)le9  and  as  lawful  as  this  inclination   is,  when  it^ 

not  under  check  of  the  civil  power  ;  or  when  a 
irrupt  miniftry  joins  in  giving  it  too  great  a  fcope, 
le  confequence  can  be  nothing  lefs  than  infallible 
KiQ  and  flavery  to  the  ftate. 

After  I  had  finifhed  this  paper,  the  printer  fent  me 
two  fmall  pamphlets,  called  *'  The  Manage- 
ment of  the  War  ;"  written  with  fome  plaulibi- 
lity,  much  artifice,  and  abundance  of  mifrc- 
prcientations,  as  well  as  dire£t  falfehoods  in 
point  of  ta£lv  Thefe  I  have  thought  worth 
examining,  which  I  (hall  accordingly  do, 
when  I  find  an  opportunity. 


Vol.  III.  H  NUM- 
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NUMBER    XXIV. 

Thurfday ,  January  18,   1 7 1  o- 1 1 . 

Parva  momenta  in  fpem  mstumque  impellunt  animos. 

The  meereft  trifles  influence  the  human  mind^  and  impel 
it  to  hope  or  fear. 

HOPES  are  natural  to  moft  men,  efpecially 
to  fanguine  complexions;  and  among  the 
various  changes  that  happen  in  thecourfe  of  public 
affairs,  they  are  feldom  without  fome  grounds^ 
Even  in  defperate  cafes,  where  it  is  impoflible  they 
Ihould  have  any  foundation,  they  are  often  afFedled 
to  keep  a  countenance^  and  make  an  enemy  think 
we  have  fome  refource,  which  they  know  nothing 
of  This  appears  to  have  been  for  feveral  months 
paft  the  condition  of  thofe  people,  whom  I  am  for- 
ced, for  want  of  other  phrafes,  to  call  the  ruined 
party.  They  have  taken  up,  fince  their  fall,  fome 
real,  and  fome  pretended  hopes.  When  the  earl 
of  Sunderland  was  difcarded,  they  hoped  her  majefty 
would  proceed  no  farther  in  the  change  of  her  mi- 
niftry ;  and  had  the  infolence  to  mifreprefent  her 
words  to  foreign  ftates.  They  hoped,  nobody 
durft  advife  the  diffolution  of  the  parliament. 
When  this  was  done,  and  farther  alterations  made 
in  court,  they  hoped,  and  endeavoured  to  ruin 
the  credit  of  the  nation.  They  likewife  hoped, 
that  we  (hould  have  fome  terrible  lofs  abroad,  which 
would  force  us  to  unravel   all,    and  begin  again 

upon 
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upon  their  bottom.     But,  of  all  their  hopes,  whe- 
ther real  of  afTumed,  there  is  none  more  extraor- 
dinary than  that  in  which  they  now  would  feem 
to  place  their  whole  confidence  :  that  this  great 
turn  of  affairs  was  only  occafioned  by  a  (hort  mad- 
nefsof  the  people,  from  which  they  will  recover  in 
a  little  time,  when  their  eyes  are  open,  and  they 
grow  cool  and  fober  enough  to  confider  the  truth 
of  things,  and  how  much  they  have  been  deceived. 
It  is  not  improbable,  that  fome  few  of  the  deepeft 
lighted  among  thefe  reafbners  are  well  enough  con- 
vinced, how  vain  all  fuch  hopes  muft  be  :  but  for 
the  reft,   the  wifeft  of  them  feem  to  have  been 
very  ill  judges  of  the  people*s  difpofitions ;  the  want 
of  which  knowledge  was  a  principal  occafion  to 
haften  their  runi ;  for  furely,  had  they  fufpefted 
which  way  the  popular  current  inclined,  they  never 
Would  have  run  againft  it  by  that  impeachment.  ^ 
J  therefore  conclude,  they  generally  are  fo  blind  as 
fo  imagine  fome  comfort  from  this  fantaftical  opi- 
'^ion  ;  that  the  people  of  England  are  at  prefent 
^iflrafted,  but  will  fliortly  come  to  their  fenfes 
3gain. 

For  the  fervicc  therefore  of  our  adverfaries  and 
friends,  I  (hall  briefly  examine  this  point,  by  fhew- 
^^g  what  are  the  caufes  and  fymptoms  of  a  people's 
'^adnefs ;  and  how  it  differs  from  their  natural  bent 
*ild  inclination. 

It  is  Machiavel's  obfervation,  that  the  people, 

"^^hen  left  to  their  own  judgment,  do  feldom  mif- 

*^ke  their  true  interefts ;  and  indeed  they   natu- 

I'ally  love  the  conftitution  they  arc  born  under ; 

H  2  never 
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never  defiring  to  change,  but  under  great  oppreflior 
However,  they  are  to  be  deceived  by  feveral  mear 
It  has  often  happened  in  Greece,  and  fometimes 
Rome,  that  thofe  very  men  who  have  conti 
buted  to  (hake  off  a  former  tyranny,  have,  infte; 
of  reftoring  the  old  conftitution,  deluded  the  pc 
pie  into  a  worfe  and  more  ignominious  flaver 
Befides,  all  great  changes  have  the  fame  efFe£l  up< 
common weaitlis,  that  thunder  has  upon  liquoi 
making  the  dregs  fly  up  to  the  top  ;  the  low< 
Plebeians  rife  to  the  head  of  affairs,  and  there  pr 
ferve  themfelves,  by  reprefenting  the  nobles,  ai 
other  friends  to  the  old  government,  as  enemies 
the  publick.  The  encouraging  of  new  myfteri 
and  new  deities,  with  the  pretences  of  farther  p 
rity  ii^  religion,  has  likewife  been  a  frequent  topi 
to  mifliead  the  people.  And  not  to  mention  moi 
protnoting  falfe  reports  of  dangers  from  abroad,  h 
often  ferved  to  prevent  them  from  fencing  agaii 
real  dangers  at  home.  By  thefe  and  the  like  ar 
in  conjun£lion  with  a  great  depravity  of  manne 
and  a  weak  or  corrupt  adminiftration,  the  madn< 
of  the  people  has  rifen  to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  bre 
in  pieces  fhe  whole  frame  of  the  beft-inftitut 
governments.  But  however,  fuch  great  frenzl 
being  artificially  raifed,  are  a  perfedl  force  and  cc 
ftraint  upon  human  nature  ;  and  under  a  wife  ft< 
dy  prince,  will  certainly  decline  of  themfclv 
fettling  like  the  fea  after  a  ftorm ;  and  then  t 
true  bent  and  genius  of  the  people  will  appe 
Ancient  and  modern  ftory  are  fall  of  inftances 
iliuftrate  what  I  fay* 
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In  our  own  ifland  we  had  a  great  example  of  a  long 
madnefs  in  the  people,  kept  up  by  a  thoufand  arti- 
fices, like  intoxicating  medicines,  until  the  confti- 
lution  was  deftroyed  ;  yet  the  malignity  being  fpent, 
and  the  humour  exhaufted  that  ferved  to  foment  it, 
before  the  ufurpers  could  fix  upon  a  new  fcheme, 
the  people  fuddenly  recovered,  and  peaceably  re* 
ftored  the  old  conftitution* 

From  what  I  have  offered,  it  will  be  eafy  to 
decide,  whether  this  late  change  in  the  difpofition 
of  the  people  was  a  new  madnefs,  or  a  recovery 
from  an  old  one.     Neither  do  I  fee  how  it  ch\  be 
proved,  that  fuch  a  change  had,  in  any  circum- 
ftance,  the  leaft  lymptoms  of  madnefs,  whether 
mjr  defcription  of  it  be  right  or  not.     It  is  agreed, 
that  the  trueft  way  of  judging  the  difpofition  of  the 
people  in  the  choice  of  their  reprefentatives,  is,  by 
computing  the  county  elections  ;  and   in  thefe  it 
is  manifeft,  that  five  in  fix  are  entirely  for  the  pre* 
fciit  meafures  ;  although  the  court  was  fo  far  from 
interpofing  its  credit,    that  there  was  no  change 
w  the  admiralty,  not  above  one  or  two  in  the  lieu- 
tenancy, nor  any  other  methods  ufed  to  influence 
dcftions.     The   free,    unextorted  addrefl'es,    fent 
fome  time  before  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
plamly. (hewed,  what  fort  of  bent  the  people  had 
'    ^en,  and  from  what  motives.     The  eleftion  of 
flicmbers  for  this  great  city,  carried,  contrary  to  all 
^njefture,  againft  the  united  intereft  of  thofe  two 
great  bodies,  the  Bank  and  Eaft  India   company, 
^as  another  convincing  argument.     Befides,   the 
*^higs  themfelves  have  always  confefled,  that  the 

H   2  V>>^\:. 
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bulk  of  landed  men  in  England  was  generally  c 
lories-  So  that  this  change  muft  be  allowed  to  I 
according  to  the  natural  genius  and  difpofition  < 
the  people  ;  whether  it  were  juft  and  realonable  i 
itfelf,  or  not 

Notwithftanding  all  which,  you  fliall  frequentl 
hear  the  partifans  of  the  late  men  in  power,  gravel 
and  dccifively  pronounce,  that  the  prefent  miniftr 
cannot  poflibly  ftand.  Now  they  who  affirm  this 
if  they  believe  themfelves,  muft  ground  their  op: 
nion  upon  the  iniquity  of  the  laft  being  fo  far  efta 
bliftied  and  deeply  rooted,  that  no  endeavours  ( 
honeft  men  will  be  able  to  reftore  things  to  the. 
former  ftate.  Or  elfe  thefe  reafoners  have  been  i 
miflcd  by  twenty  years  mifmanagement,  that  the 
have  forgot  our  conftitution,  and  talk  as  if  our  mc 
narchy  and  revohition  l)egan  together.  But  th 
body  of  the  people  is  wifer ;  and  by  the  choice  the 
liave  made,  ihew  they  do  underftand  our  conftitu 
tioii,  and  would  bring  it  back  to  the  old  form 
wliigh  if  the  new  minifters  take  care  to  maintair 
they  Will  and  qught  to  ftand  ;  otherwife  they  ma 
fall  like  their  predeccflbrs.  Rut  I  think,  we  ma 
cafily  forefce  what  a  parliament,  freely  chofer 
without  threatening  or  corruption,  is  likely  to  dc 
when  no  man  Ihall  be  in  any  danger  to  lol'e  h 
place  by  the  freedom  of  his  voice. 

But,  who  are  the  advancers  of  this  opinion,  thi 
the  prefent  miniftry  cannot  hold  ?  It  muft  be  eithe 
fuch  as  are  afraid  to  be  called  to  an  account  in  cal 
it  (hould  hold ;  or  thole  who  keep  offices,  fror 
^' hjchptlicrs,  better  qualified,  were  removed,  an 

ma 
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may  reafonably  apprehend  to  be  turned  out  for 
worthier  men  to  come  into  their  places ;  fince  per- 
haps it  will  be  neceffary  to  make  fbme  changes  that 
the  public  bufinefs  of  the  nation  may  go  on  :  or 
laftly,  ftock-jobbers,  who  induftrloufly  fpread  fuch 
reports,  that  a£lions  may  fall,  and  their  friends  buy 
to  advantage. 

Yet  thefe  hopes,  thus  freely  expreffed,  as  they 
are  more  fincere,  fo  they  are  more  fupportable, 
than  when  they  appear  under  the  difguife  and  pre- 
tence of  fears.  Some  of  thefe  gentlemen  are  em- 
ployed to  fhake  their  heads  in  proper  companies ; 
to  doubt  where  all  this  will  end ;  to  be  in  mighty 
pain  for  the  nation  ;  to  fhew  how  impoffible  it  is, 
that  the  public  credit  can  be  fupported ;  to  pray 
that  all  may  do  well,  in  whatever  hands ;  but 
very  much  to  doubt,  that  the  pretender  is  at  the 
bottom.  I  know  not  any  thing  fo  nearly  refem- 
bling  this  behaviour,  as  what  I  have  often  feen 
among  the  friends  of  a  fick  man,  whofe  intereft  it 
is  that  he  fhould  die.  The  phyficians  proteft  they 
fee  no  danger,  the  fymptoms  are  good,  the  medi- 
cines anfwer  expeftation ;  yet  ftill  they  are  not  to 
be  comforted  ;  they  whifper,  he  is  a  gone  man,  it 
is  not  poffible  he  {hould  hold  out ;  he  has  perfedb 
death  in  his  face ;  they  never  liked  his  doftor.  At 
laft,  the  patient  recovers,  and  their  joy  is  as  falfe  as 
their  grief. 

I  believe  there  is  no  man  fo  fanguine,  who  did 

not  apprehend  fome  ill  confequences  from  the  late 

change;  though  not  in  any  proportion  to  the  good 

ones:  but  it  is  manifeft,  the  former  have  proved 

II  J  much  ^ 
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.nuch  fewer  and  lighter  than  were  expelled,  either 
at  home  or  abroad,  by  the  fears  of  our  friends,  or 
the  hopes  of  our  enemies.  Thofe  remedies,  that 
ftir  the  humours  in  a  difeafed  body,  are  at  firft 
more  piiinful  than  the  malady  itfelf ;  yet  certain 
death  is  the  confequence  of  deferring  them  too  long. 
Adions  have  fallen,  and  thcloans  are  faid  to  come 
in  flowly.  But  bcfide  that  fomething  of  this  mufl; 
have  been,  wliether  there  had  been  any  change  or 
not ;  befide  that  the  furprize  of  every  change,  for 
*  the  better  as  well  as  the  worfe,  is  apt  to  afie£l 
credit  for  awhile  ;  there  is  a  farther  reafon,  which 
is  plain,  and  fcandalous.  When  the  late  party  was 
at  the  helm,  thpfe  who  were  called  the  tories,  ne- 
ver put  their  rcfentrnents  in  balance  with  the  fafety 
of  the  nation  ;  but  chearfuUy  contributed  to  the 
common  caufe:  now  the  fcene  is  changed,  the 
fallen  party  feems  to  a£t  from  very  different  motives; 
they  have  given  the  word  about  ;  they  will  keep 
their  money,  and  be  paflivc  ;  and,  in  this  point, 
Oand  upon  the  fame  foot  with  papifts  and  nonju- 
rors. What  would  have  become  of  the  publick,  if 
the  prefent  great  majority  had  afted  thus  during 
the  late  adminiftration,  before  the  others  were  maf- 
ters  of  that  wealth  they  have  fqueezed  out  of  the 
landed  men,  and  with  the  ftrength  of  which  they 
would  now  hold  the  kingdom  at  defiance  ? 

Thus  much  I  have  thought  fit  to  fiiy,  without 
pointing  refleclions  upon  any  particular  perfon, 
which  I  have  hitherto  but  fparingly  done,  and  that 
only  towards  thofe  whofe  characters  are  too  profli- 
gate, for  the  managing  of  them  to  be  of  any  con- 
fequence. 
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fcquence,     Befides,  as  it  i$  a  talent  I  am  not  natu- 
rally fond  of,  fo,   in  the  fubjefts  I  treat,  it  is  ge- 
nerally needlefs.     If  I  difplay  the  efFefts  of  avarice 
and  anjbition,  of  bribery  and  corruption,  of  grofs 
immorality  and  irreligion  ;  thofe  who  are  the  leaft 
converfant  in  things,    will  eafily  know  where  to 
apply  them.     Not  that  I  lay  any  weight  upon  the 
objeilions  of  fuch  who  charge  me  with  this  pro- 
ceeding :  It  is  notorious  enough,   that  the  writers 
of  the  other  fide  were  the  firft-aggrcflbrs.     Not  to 
mention  their  fcurrilous  libels,    many  years  ago, 
direftly  levelled  at  paeticular  perfons  ;  how  many 
papers  do  now  come  out  every  week,    full  of  rude 
inveftives  againft  the  prefent  miniftry,  with  the 
firft  and  laft  letters  of  their  names  to  prevent  mis- 
takes !   It  IS  good  (bmetimes  to  let  thefe  people  fee, 
that  vve'^neither  want  fpirit  nor  materials  to  retali- 
ate ;  and  therefore,  in  this  point  alone,  I  (hall  fol- 
low their  example,  whenever  I  find  myfclf  fuffi- 
<^iently  provoked ;    only  with  one  addition,    that 
whatever  chargps  I  bring,  either  general  or  particu- 
lar, fnall  be  religioufly  true,   founded  either  upon 
avowed  fa(5ls  which  none  can  deny,  or  fuch  as  1 
can  prove  from  my  own  knowledge. 

Being  refolved  publickly  to  confels  any  miftakes 
I  have  been  guilty  of,  I  do  hereby  humbly  defire 
the  reader's  pardon  for  one  of  mighty  importance 
about  a  fad  in  one  of  my  papers  faid  to  be  done 
ill  the  cathedral  of  Gloucefter.  A  whole  Hydra  of 
errors,  in  two  words  !  For,  as  I  am  fince  informed, 
if  Was  neither  in  the  cathedral,  nor  city,  nor  coun- 
*/  of  Gloucefter,  but  fome  other  church  of  that 

diocefe. 
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diocefc.  If  I  had  ever  met  any  other  objection  of 
equal  weight,  although  from  the  meaneft  hands,  I 
fliould  certainly  have  anfwered  it. 

NUMBER    XXV. 

Thurfday,  January  25,  17 10- 11. 

/^mKE^diisvoi  rtvu  n^v^t,  to  [jl^v  (rvfji'Tray  I'rrt  rs  tiJ  Jwwffgiof, 
^  KMT06  TCriv  e%9^y  (rvi'CciJLC(rav. 

Summjfa  quaedem  voce  coUocutifunt,  quorum  fumma  erat  de 
dominatione  Jibi  confirmanda^  ac  inimicis  dekndisy  conjU'- 
ratio* 

^  They  meet,  they  whifper  together,  and  their  whole  deiign 
is  to  eftabliih  themfelves  in  their  ill-gotten  power  upon 
the  ruin  of  their  enemies. 

NOT  many  days  ago  I  obferved  a  knot  of  difcon- 
tenred  gentlemen,  curfuig  the  tories  to  Hell 
for  their  uncharitablenefs  in  affirming,  that  if  the 
late  miniftry  had  continued  to  this  time,  we  fhould 
have  had  neither  church  nor  monarchy  left.  They 
are  ufually  fo  candid,  as  to  call  that  the  opinion  of 
the  party,  which  they  hear  in  a  cofFee-houfe,  or 
over  a  bottle,  from  fome  warm  young  people9 
whom  it  is  odds  but  they  have  provoked  to  fay  more 
than  they  believed,  by  fome  pofitions  asabfurdand 
ridiculous  of  their  own.  And  fo  it  proved  in  this 
very  inftance  :  for,  alking  one  of  thefe  gentlemen 
what  it  was  that  provoked  thofe  he  had  been  difput- 
iug  with  to  advance  fuch  a  paradox  ;  he  affured  me, 
in  a  very  calm  manner,  it  was  nothing  in  the  world 

but 
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but  that  himfelf,  and  fome  others  of  the  company, 
had  made  it  appear,  that  the  defign  of  the  prefent 
parliament  and  miniftry,  was,  to  bring  in  popery, 
arbitrary  power,  and  the  pretender :  which  I  take 
to  be  an  opinion  fifty  times  more  improbable,  as 
well  as  more  uncharitable,  than  what  is  charged 
upon  the  whigs  :  becaufe  I  defy  our  adverfaries  to 
produce  one  fingle  reafbn  for  fufpefting  fuch  defigns 
in  the  perfons  now  at  the  helm ;  whereas  1  can, 
upon  demand,  produce  twenty  to  (hew,  that  fome 
late  men  had  ftrong  views  towards  a  common- 
wealth, and  the  alteration  of  the  church. 

It  is  natural  indeed,  when  a  ftorm  is  over,  that 
has  only  untiled  our  houfes,  and  blown  down  feme 
of  our  chimnies,  to  confider  what  farther  mifchiefs 
might  have  enfued,  if  it  had  lafted  longer.  How- 
ever, in  the  prefent  cafe  I  am  not  of  the  opinion 
abovementioned.  I  believe  the  church  and  ftate 
might  have  lafted  f()mewhat  longer,  although  the 
late  enemies  to  both  had  done  their  worft.  I  can 
hardly  conceive,  how  things  would  have  been  fo 
loon  ripe  for  a  new  revolution.  I  am  convinced 
that  if  they  had  offered  to  make  fuch  large  and  fud- 
den  ftrides,  it  muft  have  come  to  blows  ;  and  ac- 
cording to  the  computation  we  have  now  rea- 
Ion  to  think  a  right  one,  I  can  partly  guefs  what 
would  have  been  the  iffue.  Befidcs,  we  are  fure 
the  Queen  would  have  interpofed,  before  they 
came  to  extremities  ;  and  as  little  as  they  regarded 
the  regal  authority,  would  have  been  a  check  in 
their  career. 

But 
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But  inftead  of  this  queftion.  What  would  have 
been  the  confcquence,  if  the  late  miuiftry  had  con- 
tinued ;  I  will  propofe  another  which  will  be  more 
ufeful  for  us  toconfider  ;  and  that  is,  What  we  may 
reafonably  expeft  they  will  do,  if  ever  they  come  into 
power  again  ?  This,  we  know,  is  thcdefign  and  en- 
deavour of  all  thofe  fcribblers  which  daily  fly  about 
in  their  favour  ;  of  all  the  falfe,  infolent,  and  fcan- 
dalous  libels  againft  the  prefcnt  adminiftration ; 
and  of  all  thofe  engines,  let  at  work  to  fink  the 
aftions  and  blow  up  the  public  credit.  As  for 
thofe  who  fhcw  their  inclinations  by  writing, 
there  is  one  confideration,  whieh  I  wonder  does  not 
fometimes  affedt  them  :  for,  how  can  they  forbear 
having  a  good  opinion  of  the  gcntlenefs  and  inno- 
cence of  thofe,  who  permit  them  to  employ  their 
pens  as  they  do  ?  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  info- 
lent,  pragmatical  orator  fomewhere  in  Greece,  who 
railing  with  great  freedom  at  the  cliief  men  in  the 
flate,  was  anfwcred  by  one,  who  had  been  very 
inftrumental  in  recovering  the  liberty  of  the  city, 
that  he  thanked  the  gods,  they  had  now  arrived  to 
the  condition  he  always  wifhcd  tliem  in,  when 
every  man  in  that  city  might  fecurely  (liy  what  he 
pleafed.  I  with  thefe  gentlemen  would  however 
compare  the  liberty  they  take,  with  what  their  maf- 
ters  ufed  to  give  ;  how  many  mcflcngers  and  war- 
rants would  have  gone  out  againft  any  who  durfl 
have  opened  their  lips,  or  drawn  their  pens  againft 
the  perfons  and  proceedings  of  their  juntos  and  ca- 
bals? How  would  theirweeklywriters  have  been  call- 
ing out  for  profecution  and  punifhment  ?  We  re- 
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member,  when  a  poor  nick*name  *,  borrowed  from  an 
old  play  of  Ben  Jonfon,  and  mentioned  in  a  fermon 
without  any  particular  application,  was  made  ufe  of 
as  a  motive  tofpuron  an  impeachment.  But  after 
all  it  muft  be  confeft,  they  had  reafbns  to  be  thus 
fevere,  which  their  fucceffors  have  not :  their  faults 
would  never  endure  the  light ;  and  to  have  expofed 
them  fboner  would  have  raifed  the  kingdom  againft 
the  aftors,  before  the  proper  time. 

But,  to  come  to  the  fubjeft  I  liave  now  underta* 
ken,  which  is,  to  examine  what  the  confequcnces 
would  be,  upon  fuppolition  that  the  whIgs  vyere 
now  reftored  to  their  power.  I  already  imagine 
the  prefent  free  parliament  diflblvcd,  and  another 
of  a  different  epithet  met,  by  the  force  of  money 
and  management.  I  read  immediately  a  dozen  or 
two  of  flinging  votes  againft  the  proceedings  of  the 
late  miniftry.  The  bill  +  now  to  be  repealed 
would  then  be  re-cna^fted,  and  the  birth-right  of 
an  Englifliman  reduced  again  to  the  value  of 
twelve-pence.  But,  to  give  the  reader  a  ftrong 
imagination  of  fuch  a  fcene,  let  me  reprefent  the 
defigns  of  fome  men,  lately  endeavoured  and  pro- 
jedlcd,  in  the  form  of  a  paper  of  votes. 

"  Ordered, 
•*  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  repealing  the  fa- 
j    *'  cramental  teft. 

'        ••  A  petition  ofTindal,  Collins,  Clendon,  Cow- 
i    **  ard,  and  Toland,    in  behalf  of  thcnifclves  and 

*  Vo1p»one  was  a  iiick-nnme  given  to  lord  trcafmcr  Goiiolphin. 
t  A  biiyi  ^or  a  genrrui  iiaiuralizkiiion. 

\  f  f\  "  many 
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**  many  hundreds  of  their  difciples,  fome  of  whom 
"  are  members  of  this  honourable  houfe  ;  defiring 
•*  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  quali- 
**  fying  atheifts,  deifts,  and  focinians  to  ferve  their 
**  country  in  any  employment  ecclefiaftical,  civil, 
*'  or  military. 
"  Ordered, 

*•  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  a  bill,  according 
**  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid  petition  ;  and  that 
**  Mr.  Lechmere  *  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
**  fame. 

"Ordered, 

"  That  a  bill  b.:  brought  in  for  removing  the 
*«  education  of  youth  out  of  the  hands  of  the 

'  Another  to  forbid  the  clergy  preaching  cer- 
"  tain  duties  in  religion ;  efpecially  obedience  to 
"  princes. 

*•  Another  to  take  away  the  jurifdiftion  of  bi- 
*'  {hops. 

"  Another  for  conftituting  a  general  for  life ; 
"  with  inftruftions  to  the  commitee,  that  care 
•*  may  be  taken  to  make  the  war  laft  as  long  as  the 
life   of  the  faid  general. 

A  bill  of  attainder  againft  James  duke  of 
"  Ormond,  John  duke  of  Buckingham,  Laurence 
*'  earl  of  Rocheftcr,  fir  Simon  Harcourt  knight,  Ro- 
bert Harley  and  William  Shippen  efquires,  Abi- 


es 


u 


♦  Mr.  Lechmere  was  one  of  the  managcn  againft  Dr.  Sachcvc^ll,  and 
fummed  up  the  eviiience* 

gall 
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<*  gail  Maiham  fpinfter,  and  others,  for  high-trea- 
•*  fon  againft  the  junto, 
"  Refolved, 
"  That  Sarah  duchefs  of  Marlborough  has  been 
**  a  moft  dutiful,  juft,  and  grateful  fervant  to  her 
**  majefty, 

"  Refolved, 

**  That  to  advife  the  diflblution  of  a  whig  parw' 
**  liament,  or  the  removal  ofa  whigminiftry,  wa$ 
•*  in  order  to  bring  in  popery  and  the  pretender /i 
**  and  that  the  faid  advice  was  high-treafouy/ 
"  Refolved,  ^^  / 

•^That  by  the  original  compaft,  t(ie  govcm- 
•*  ment  of  this  realm  is  by  a  junto,  atul  a  ti^  ^,  or 
•^  queen ;  but  the  adminiftration  fiolely  iiJ  tie 
^*  junto.  ; 

« Ordered,  ! 

*^  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  farther  limiting 
*•  the  prerogative. 
"  Ordered, 

**  That  it  be  a  {landing  order  of  this  houfe,  that 
**  the  merit  of  eleftions  be  •  not  determined  by 
^*  the  number  of  voices,  or  right  of  eleftors,  but 
•*  by  weight ;  and  that  one  whig  (hall  weigh  down 
**  ten  tories. 

**  A  motion  being  made,  and  the  queftion  being 
*'  put,  that  when  a  whig  is  dctefted  of  manifeft 
"  bribery,  and  his  competitor,  being  a  tory,  has 
•*  ten  to  one  a  majority,  there  (hall  be  new  elec- 
**  tion ;  it  pafled  in  the  negative. 

7  ^<  Refolved, 


112  THE  EXAMINED        N^  25. 

"Refolvcd, 
"  That  for  a  king,  or  queen  of  this  realm,  to 
"  read,  or  examine,  a  paper  brought  them  to  be 
*'  figned  by  a  junto  minifter,  is  arbitrary  and  ille- 
"  gal,  and  a  violation  of  the  liberties  of  the  pco^ 
**  pie." 

\Thefe,   and  the  like  teformations,    would  in    all 
I  probability  be  the  firft  fruits  of  the  whigs  refurrec- 
•lion  ;  and  what  ftruftures  fiich  able  artifts  might 
in  a\^ort  time  build  upon   fuch  foundations,    I 
leave  oth'ers  to  conjefture.     All  hopes  of  a  peace 
cut  off;  tfie  nation  induftrioufly  involved  in  farther 
debtrs,  vP  4  degree  that  none  would  dare  undertake 
V  J  managernent  of  affairs,  but  thofe  whofe  intereft 
lay  in  ruiiing;  the  conftitution  ;  1  do  not  fee  how 
the  wi(eft  jri  nee,  under  fuch  neceflities,  could  be 
able  to  extritaite  himfelf.     Then  as  to  the  church  ; 
the  bifhops  would  by  degrees  be  difmifled,  firft  from 
the  parliament,  next  from  their  revenues,  and  at 
laft  from  their  office  ;  and  the  clergy,  inftead  of 
their  idle  claim  of  independency  on  the  ftate,  would 
be  forced  to  depend  for  their  daily  bread  on  every 
individual.      But  what  fyftem  of  future  govern- 
ment was  defigned ;  whether  it  were  already  di- 
gefted,  or  would  have  been  left  for  time  and  inci- 
dents to  mature,  1  fhall  not  now  examine.     Only 
upon  this  oceafion  1  cannot  help  reflefting  on  a 
faft,  which  it  is  probable  the  reader  knows  as  well 
as  myfelf.    There  was  a  pifture  drawn  fome  time 
ago,  reprefenting  five  perfons,  as  large  as  the  life, 
fitting  in   council  together,  like  a  pentarchy  ;  a 

void 
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void  fpace  was  left  for  a  fixth,  which  was  to  have 
been  the  Queek,  to  whom  they  intended  that  ho- 
nour ;  but  her  majcfty  having  lince  fallen  under 
their  difpleafure,  they  have  made  .a  fliift  to  croud 
in  two  better  friends  in  her  place,  which  makes  it 
a  complete  heptarchy  *.  This  piece  is  now  in  the 
country,  referved  until  better  times  ;  and  hangs  in 
a  hall  among  the  pidures  of  Cromwell^  Bradfhawj 
Ireton,  and  fome  other  prcdcceflbrs. 

I  muit  now  defire  leave  to  fey  fomething  to  a 
gentleman  who  has  been  pleated  to  publifli  a  dif* 
courfe  againfl:  a  paper  of  milie^  relating  to  the  con*- 
vocation.  He  promifes  to  fet  me  right  without 
any  undue  refletlions,  or  mdecent  language.  I  fup- 
pofe  he  means,  In  comparifon  with  others  who 
pretend  to  anfwer  the  Examiner.  So  far  he  is 
right ;  but,  *if  he  thinks  he  has  bahaved  himfelf  as 
becomes  a  candid  antagonift,  I  behave  he  is  mif- 
taken.  He  fays  in  his  title  page,  my  reprefenta- 
tions  are  unfair,  and  my  reflexions  unjuft :  and  his 
conclufion  is  yet  more  fevere ;  where  he  doubts  I 
and  my  friends  are  enraged  againft  the  Dutch,  ba- 
caufe  they  prefervcd  us  from  popery  and  arbi- 
trary power  at  the  Revolution  ;  and  linc^  that  time 
from  being  over- run  by  the  exorbitant  power  of 
France^  and  beconVing  a  prey  to  the  pretender. 
Becaufe  this  author  looms  i;i  general  to  write 
with  an  honeft  meaning,  I  would  fcrioufly  put  to 

*  Thlt  heptarchy  va?  the  ferpcnr  \\\-\  fcvei  heaJi,  mei-ioneJ  In  N® 
ai.  22. 
V0T..IIT.  I  >1"^ 
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him  the  qucftion,  whether  he  thinks,  I  and  my 
friends  are  for  popery,  arbitrary  power,  France, 
luid  the  pretender  ?  I  omit  other  inftances  of 
fmaller  moment,  which  however  do  not  fuit  in  my 
opinion  with  due  reflection,  or  decent  language.  The 
faft  relating  to  the  convocation  came  from  a  good 
hand ;  and  I  do  not  find  this  author  differs  from 
me  in  any  material  circumftance  about  it-  My  re- 
flexions were  no  more  than  what  might  be  obvious 
to  any  other  gentleman,  who  bad  heard  of  their 
late  proceedings.  If  the  notion  be  right,  which 
this  author  gives  us  of  a  lower  houfe  of  convo- 
cation, it  is  a  very  melancholy  one;  and  to  me 
feems  utterly  inconfiftent  with  that  of  a  body  of 
men,  whom  he  owns  to  have  a  negative :  and  there- 
fore,' fince  a  great  majority  of  the  clergy  differs  from 
liim  in  feveral'  points  he  advances,  I  ftiall  rather 
choofe  to  be  of  their  opinion  than  his.  I  fency 
when  the  whole  fynod  met  in  one  houfe,  as  this 
writer  affirms,  they  were  upon  a  better  foot  with 
their  bifliops;  and  therefore,  whether  this  treatment, 
fo  extremely  dt  haut  tn  bas^  (ince  their  exclufioa,  be 
fuitable^to  primitive  cuftom  or  primitive  humility 
towards  brethren,  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  enquire.  One 
may  allow  the  divine  or  apoftolic  right  of  epifcopacy, 
and  its  great  luperiority  over  prefbyters  ;  and  yet 
difpute  the  methods  of  exercifing  the  latter,  which, 
being  of  human  inftitution,  -are  fubje£t  to  encroach- 
ments and  ufurpations.  I  know,  every  clergyman 
in  a  dioccfe  has  a  great  deal  of  dependence  upon 
kis  bifliop,  and  owes  him  canonical  obedieace  :  but 

I  was 
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i  was  apt  to  think,  that  when  the  whole  reprefen- 
tative  of  the  clergy  met  in  a  fynod,  they  were  con» 
fidered  in  another  light ;  at  leaft  fince  they  are  al-i 
lowed  to  have  a  negative.  If  I  am  miftaken,  I  de- 
fire  to  be  excufed,  as  talking  out  of  my  trade ;  only 
there  is  one  thing,  wherein  I  entirely  difier  from 
this  author:  (ince,  in  thedifputes  about  privileges, 
one  fide  mud  recede ;  where  fo  very  few  privileges 
remain,  it  is  a  hundred  to  one  odds,  that  the  en- 
croachments are  not  on  the  inferior  clcrg^*s  fide  ; 
and  no  man  can  blame  them  for  inlifting  on  the 
fmall  number  that  is  left.  There  is  one  fa£l, 
wherein  1  muft  take  occafion  to  fet  this  author  right : 
that  the  perfon  *,  wlip  firfl:  moved  the  Queen 
to  remit  the  firft-fruits  and  tenths  to  the  clergy, 
wa§  an  eminent  rnftrument  in  the  late  turn  of  affairs ; 
and,  I  am  told,  has  lately  prevailed  to  liave  the 
iame  favour  granted  for  the  clergy  of  Ireland  t . 

But  I  muft  beg  leave  to  inform  this  author,  that 
my  paper  i$  not  intended  for  the  management  of 
controverfy  ;  which  would  be  of  very  little  import 
to  moft  readers,  a»d  only  mis-fpend  time,  that  £ 
Avould  gladly  employ  to  better  purpofes.  For 
where  it  is  a  man's  bufinefs  to  entertain  a  whol^ 
room-full,  it  is  unmannerly  to  apply  himfclf  to  a 
particular  perfon,  and  turn  his  Ifack  upon  the  reft 
of  the  company. 


•  Farlx>f  Oxford,  lord  treafrrfr. 

♦  ThU  was  done  by  vhc  aiulvor's  folicitation.    Sec  his  letters  to  tircfi- 
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NUMBER    XXVI. 

Thurfday,  February  i ,  1 7 1 o- 1 1 . 

Ea  autem  eft  gloria y  laus  re^lefaSIoruniy  magnoruvique  in  rem' 
fublicajH  tneriiorum :  quae  cum  optimi  cujufque^  turn  etiam 
muUitudiniSy  tejiimonio  comprokatur. 

That  is  real  honour  and  true  praife  for  glorious  adtions  to 
a  meritorious  ftate,  when  they  gain  the  commendation 
and  efteem  of  the  great,  an4,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
love  and  approbation  of  the  common  people. 

I  A  M  thinking  what  a  mighty  advantage  it  is  to 
be  entertained  as  a  writer  to  a  ruined  caufe.     I 
remember  a  fanatic  preacher,  who  was  inclined  to 
come  into  the  church,  and  take  orders ;  but,  upon 
mature  thoughts,    was  diverted  from  that  defign, 
wlien  he  confidered,  that  the  colleftions '  of  the 
godly  were  a  much  heartier  and  readier  penily,  than 
he  could  get  by  wrangling  for  tithes.  He  certainly 
had   rcafon  ;    and  the  two'  cafes  are  paralleL     ff 
you   write    in    defence    of  a  fallen    party,     you 
are  maintained  by  contribution,  as  a  neceflary  per- 
Yon  :  you  have  little  more  to  do  than  to  carp  and 
cavil    at  thofe  who  hold   the   pen   on  t!ie  other 
fide  ;  you  are  fure  to  be  celebrated  and  carefled  by 
nil  your  party,  to  a  man  :  you  may  affirm  and  de- 
ny what  you  pleafe  w^ithout  truth  or  probability, 
fince  it  is  but  lofs  of  time  to  contradi^l  you.     Be- 
fides,  commiferation  is  often  on  your  fide  ;  and  you 
liavc  a  pretence  to  be  thought  honed  and  difin- 

terefted 
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terefted  for  adhering  to  friends  in  diftrefs :  after 
which,  if  your  friends  ever  happen  to  turn  up 
again,  you  have  a  ftrong  fund  of  merit  towards  ma- 
king your  fortune.  Then,  you  never  fail  to  be 
-well  furniftied  with  materials,  every  one  bringing 
in  his  quota,  and  faUhood  being  naturally  more 
plentiful  than  truth  :  not  to  mention  the  wonder- 
ful delight  of  libelling  men  in  power,  and  hugging 
yourfelf  in  &  corner  with  mighty  fatisfaftion  for 
what  you  have  done. 

It  is  quite  otherwife  with  us,  who  engage  as  vo* 
lunteers  in  the  fervice  of  a  flourifhing  miniftry,  in 
full  credit  with  the  Queen,  and  beloved  by  the 
people ;  becaufe  they  have  po  finifler  ends  or  dan- 
gerous deiigns  ;  but  purfue  with  fleadinefs  and  re- 
folution  the  true  interefl  of  both.  Upon  which  ac- 
count they  little  want,  or  defire  our  affiftance ;  and 
we  may  write  till  the  world  is  weary  of  reading, 
without  having  our  pretences  allowed,  either  to  a 
place  or  a  penfion  :  befides,  we  are  refufed  thp 
common  benefit  of  the  party,  to  have  our  works 
cried  up  of  courfe  :  the  readers  of  our  own  fide  be- 
ing as  ungentle,  and  hard  to  pleafe,  as  if  we  writ 
againfl  them ;  and  our  papers  never  make  their  way 
in  the  world,  but  barely  in  proportion  to  their  me- 
rit. The  defign  of  their  labours  who  write  on  the 
conquered  fide,  is  likevvife  of  greater  importance 
than  ours :  they  are  like  cordials  for  dying  men, 
which  muft  he  repeated  ;  whereas  ours  are,  in  the 
Scripture  phrafe^  biit  meat  for  babes :  atjeaft,  all  I 
CAii  pretend,    is  to   undeceive  the   ignorant,  and 

I  3  thof« 
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thofe  at  a  diftance  ;  but  their  talk  is  to  Jceep  up  the 
linking  fpirits  of  a  whole  party. 

After  fuch  reflexions,  I  cannot  be  angry  with 
thofe  gentlemen  for  perpetually  writing  Againft  mey 
it  furnilhes  them  largely  with  topicks  :  neither  is 
It  affectation,  or  altogether  fcorny  that  I  do  not 
rtfply.  But  as  things  are,  we  both  aft  *  fuitable  to 
our  feveral  provinces;  mine /is,  by  laying  opeu 
fbme  corruptions  in  the  lajte  management,  to  fet 
thofe  who  are  ignorant  right  in  their  opinions  of 
perfons  and  things  :  it  is  theirs,  to  cover  with  fig- 
leaves  all  the  faults^  of  their  friends,  as  well  as 
they  cnn.  When  I  have  produced  my  fafts,  and 
offered  my  arguments,  1  have  nothing  farther  to 
Advance ;  it  is  their  office  to  deny,  and  dilprove  j 
and  then  let  the  world  decide.  If  I  were  as  they, 
my  chief  endeavour  IhouljJ  certainly  be  to  batter 
down  the  Exaniiner ;  therefore  I  cannot  but  ap« 
prove  their  delign.  Befides,  they  have  indeed 
another  realbh  for  barking  incelTantly  at  this  pa- 
per :  they  have  in  their  prints,  openly  taxed  a  moft 
ingenious  perfon  as  author  of  it ;  one  who  is  m 
great,  and  very  d^ftrved  reputation  with  the  world, 
both  on  account  of  his  poetical  works^  and  his 
talents  for  public  bufinefs.  They  were  wife  enough 
to  confidef  v/hat  a  fanftion  it  would  give  their  per-* 
formances,  to  fall  under  the  animadverfion  of 
fuch  a  pen ;  and  therefore  ufed  all  the  forms  of 
provocation  commonly  praftifed  by  little  obfcure 
pedants,  who  are  fond  of  diiftinguifliing  themfelves 

♦  Wc  botli  TiPt  fuitable  to  &c,     h  flaould  bcyi/.W^  to  eur  £c\'CTal  prQi> 

TiKCCS. 
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fay  the  fame  of  an  adverfary.  So  nice  a  tarte  have 
thefe  judicious  oriticks  in  pretending  to  difcover  an 
author  by  his  ftyle,  and  manner  of  thinking !  not 
Co  mention  the  juftice  and  candpur  of  exhauftlng 
all  the  ftale  topicks  of  fcurrility  in  reviling  a  pa- 
j)er,  and  then  flinging  at*  a  venture  the 'whole  load 
vpon  one  who  is  intirely  innocent ;  and  whofc 
^g^ted  faulty  perhaps,  is  too  much  gentlenefs  to- 
wards a  party,  from  whofe  leaders  he  has  received 
quite  contrary  treatment.  ^ 

The  concern  I  have  for  the  eafe  and  reputation 
of  fo  deferving  a  gentleman,  has  at  length  forced 
me,  much  againft  my  intereft  and  inclination,  tp 
let  thefe  angry  people  know,  who  is  not  the  au^- 
thor  of  the  Examiner.  For  I  obferved  the  opi- 
nion began  to  fpread ;  and  I  cljofe  rather  to  facri- 
fice  the  honour  I  received  by  it,  than  let  injudici- 
ous people  entitle  him  to  a  performance,  that  per- 
haps he  might  have  reafon  to  be  afhamed  of :  IKil 
faithfully  promiiing  never  to  difturb  thofe  worthy 
advocates ;  but  fufFer  them  in  quiet  to  roar  on 
at  the  Examiner,  if  they  or  their  party  find  any 
eafe  in  it ;  as  phyficians  fay  there  is  to  people  in 
torment,  fuch  as  men  in  the  gout,  or  women  iij 
labour. 

However,  I  muft  acknowledge  myfelf  i  ndebte<t 
to  them  for  one  hint»  which  I  fhallnow  purfue, 
although  in  a  different  manner.  Since  the  f:iU 
of  the  late  minifiry,  I  have  feen  many  papers  fil- 
led with  their  encomiums ;  I  conceive,  in  imita- 
tion of  thofe  who  write  the  lives  of  famous  men, 
where  after  their  deaths  immediately  follow  their 

I  4  clu- 
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characters.  When  I  faw  the  poor  virtues  thus  dealt 
at  random,  I  thought  the  diipofers  had  flung  their 
names,  like  valentines  into  a  hat,  to  he  drawn  as 
fortune  pleafed,  hy  the  junto  and  their  friends. 
There  Craflus  drew  liberality  and  gratitude  ;  Ful- 
via,  humility  and  gentlenefs  ;  Clodius,  piety  and 
juftice  ;  Gracchus,  loyalty  to  his  prince  ;  Cinna, 
love  of  his  country  and  conftitution  ;  and  (o  of 
-the  reft.  Or,  to  quit  this  allegory,  I  have  often 
feen  of  late,  the  v^hole  fet  of  difcarded  ftatefinen, 
celebrated  by  their  judicious  hirelings,  for  thoie 
very  qualities  vi^hich  their  admirers  owned  they 
chiefly  wanted.  Did  thefe  heroes  put  off  and  lock 
up  their  virtues,  when  they  came  into  employment; 
and  have  they  now  refumed  them,  fince  their  dif- 
miflions  ?  If  they  wore  thern,  I  am  f\ire  it  was  un- 
der their  greatnefs,  and  without  ever  once  convin- 
cing the  world  pf  their  vifibility  or  influence. 

But,  why  fhould  not  the  prefent  miniftry  find 
a  pen  to  praife  them,  as  well  as  the  laft  ?  This  15 
wliat  I  Ihall  now  undertake  ;  and  it  may  be  more 
impartial  In  me,  frpm  whom  they  have  deierved 
lb  little.  I  have,  without  being  called,  ferved  them 
half  a  year  in  quality  of  chan:ipion  ;  and,  by  help 
pf  the  QuEEt^,  and  a  majority  of  nine  in  ten  of 
the  kingdom,  have  been  able  to  protect  them  againft 
a  routed  cabal  of  |iated  politicians,  with  a  dozen 
of  fcribbler:)  at  their  head  :  yet,  fo  far  have  tliey 
been  fr.qm  rewarding  me  fuitably  to  my  deferts, 
that  to  this  day  they  never  fq  much  a?  fent  tQ 
fhe  printer  to  enquire  who  1  was ;  although  I  hav^ 

knowa 
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known  a  time  and  miniftry,  where  a  perfon  of  half 
roy  merit  and  conlideration,  would  have  had  fifty 
prociifes ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  a  penfion  fet- 
tled on  him,  whereof  the  firft  quarter  (hould  be  ho- 
neftly  paid.  Therefore  my  refentments  (hall  fo  far 
prevail,  that  in  prailing  thofe  who  are  now  at  the 
head  of  ^ifFairs,  I  fhall  at  the  fame  time  take  notice 
of  their  defefts. 

.    Was  any  man  more  eminent  in  his  profeflion 

than  the  prefent  lord  keeper  *,  or  more  diftinguifli- 

ed  by  hU  eloquence  and  great  abilities  in  the  houfe 

of  commons  i  and  will  not  his  enemies  allow  him 

to  be  fully  equal  to  the  great  ftation  he  now  adorns  ? 

But  then  it  rauft  be  granted,  that  he  is  wholly 

^gttorant  in  the  fpeculative,  as  well  as  pradtical 

P^  of  polygamy ;  he  knows  not  how  to  meta-» 

™orpliofe  a  fober  man  into  a  Junatick ;  he  is  no 

^^^e-thinker  in  reljgion,  nor  has  courage  to  be  pa- 

^On  of  an  atheiftical  book,  while  he  is  guardian  of 

^^  Queen's  confcience.     Although,  after  all,  to 

'P^ak  my  private  opinion,  I  cannot  think  thefe  fuch 

eighty  objeftions  to  his  charader  as  fome  would 

Pretend. 

The  perfpn  +  who  now  prefides  at  the  council, 
:^^  defceftded  from  a  great  and  honourable  father, 
^^Ot  from  the.  dregs  of  the  people ;  he  was  at  the 
"^ad  of  the  t|eafury  for  fome  years,    and  rather 

^  Sir  Simon  Harcoiirt,  afterwards  lord  Harcourt*  was  made  lord  keeper 
•^'i^'^ti  the  refignation  of  the  lord  chancellor  Cowper. 

^   f.aurcnce  Hvde,  late  earl  of  Rocheder,  in  the  room  of  lord  So* 

chofe 
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chofe  to  enrich  his  prince  than  himfelf.  In  the 
height  of  favour  and  credit,  he  facrificcdthe  greateft 
employment  in  the  kingdom  to  his  confcience  and 
honour;  he  has  been  always  firm  in  his  loyalty  and 
religion,  zealous  for  fupporting  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  and  preferving  the  liberties  of  the  peo* 
pie.  But  then  his  beft  friends  muft  own,  that  ho 
is  neither  Deift  nor  Socinian  ;  he  has  never  conver- 
fed  with  Toland,  to  open  and  enlarge  his  thoughts, 
<nd  dtfpel  th^^  prejudices  of  education  ;  nor  was 
he  ever  able  to  arrive  at  that  perfedion  of  gallan- 
try, to  ruin  and  imprifon  the  hufband,  in  order  to 
keep  the  wife  without  difturbancc 

The  prefent  lord  ftcward  *  has  been  always  dif^ 
tinguiflied  for  his  wit  and  knowledge  ;  is  of  con- 
fummatc  wifdom  and  experience  in  affairs  ;  has 
continued  conftant  to  the  true  intereft  of  the  nation 
which  he  efpoufed  from  the  beginning;  and  is 
every  way  qualified  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  his 
ofSce  :  but  in  point  of  oratory,  muft  give  place  to 
his  predeceflbr. 

The  duke  of  Shrew{bury  f  was  highly  inftru*- 
mental  in  bringing  about  the  Revolution,  in  which 
fervice  he  freely  expofed  his  life  and  fortune.  He 
has  ever  been  the  favourite  of  the  nation,  being 
pofltiTed  of  all  the  amiable  qualities  that  can  at- 
^omplifh  a  great  man  ;  but,  in  thA  agreeablenefs 

*  The  duke  of  Buckingham  and  ^ormaoby,  in  the  room  of  the  dake 
of  Dcvonihirc. 
f  Lord  chambetlain,  in  the  roora  of  \\yt  marquis  of  Kent. 

and 
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and  fragrancy  of  his  perfon,  and  the  profoundnefs 
of  his  politicks,  muft  be  allowed  to  fail  very  ihoit 
of 

Mn  Ifarley  ♦  had  the  honour  of  bebg  chofen 

fpeaker  fucceffively  to  three  parliaments.    He  was 

the  firft,  of  late  years,  who  ventured  to  reftore  the 

fbi^ten  cuftom  of  treating  his  Prince  with  duty 

and  rcfped;  eafy  and  difengaged  in  private  con vcr- 

fktk>n,  with  fuch  a  weight  of  affairs  upon  his 

ihoulders ;  of  great  learning,  and  as  great  a  favourer 

and  protedlor  of  it ;  intrepid  by  nature,  as  well  as 

by  the  conicioufnefs  of  his  own  integrity ;   and 

a  de(piier  of  money ;  purfutng  the  true  intcreft  of  his 

Prince  and  country  againft  all  obftacles ;  faga* 

cioius  to  view  into  the   remoteft  confequpnces  of 

things,  by  which  all  difficulties  fly  before  him ;  a 

finn  friend,  and  a  placaple  enemy ;  facrrficing  his 

jufleft  refentments,  not  only  to  public  good,  but 

to  Gommoa    iiiterceflion   and   acknowledgement* 

Yet,  with  all  thefe  virtues,  it  muft  be  granted^ 

there  is  fome  mixture  of  human  infirmity.    Hh 

greatef):  admirers  mufl  confefs  his  Ikill  at  cards  and 

dice  to  be   very   Ipw  and  fuperficial ;    in  horie* 

racing  he  is  utterly  ignorant ;  then,  to  fave  a  few 

miUions  to  the   publick,    he  never  regards  how 

niany  worthy  citizens  he  hinders  from  making  up 

.  their  plumb,     ^nd  furely  there  is  one  thing  never 

to  be  forgiven  him  ;   that  he  delights  to  have   his 

toble  filled  with  black  coats,    whom  he  ufes  aa. 

if  they  were  gentlemen. 

^  Chancellor  of  the  excheqacTi  upon  the  removal  of  Iprd  GodolphiD, 

•My 
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.  My  lord  Dartmouth  *  is  a  man  of  letters,  full 
of  good  fenfe,  good- nature,  and  honour;  offtri^l 
virtue  and  regularity  in  his  life  ;  but  labours  under 
one  great  defeft,  that  he  treats  his  clerks  with  more 
civility  and  good  manners,  than  others  in  his  fta- 
tion  have  done  the  Queen. 

Omitting  fome  others,  I  (hall  clofe  this  charac- 
ter of  the  prefent  miniftry  with  that  of  Mr.  St. 
John  +  ;  who,  from  his  youth  applying  thofe  ad- 
mirable talents  of  nature,  and  improvements  of  art, 
to  public  bufinefs,  grew  eminent  in  court  and  par- 
liament, at  an  age  when  the  generality  of  man- 
ikin d  is  employed  in  trifles  and  folly.  It  is  to  be 
lamented,  that  he  has  not  yet  procured  himfelf  a 
buiy,  important  countenance;  nor  learned  that 
profound  part  of  wifdom,  to  be  difficult  of  accefs* 
Befides,  he  has  clearly  miftaken  the  true  ufe  of 
books,  which  he  has  thumbed,  and  fpoiled  with 
reading,  when  he  ought  to  have  multiplied  them 
on  his  (helves  :  not  like  a  great  man  of  my  acquain- 
tance, who  knew  a  book  by  the  back,  better  than 
a  friend,  by  the  face  ;  although  he  had  never  con- 
Verfed  with  tlie  former,   and  often  with  the  latter. 


*  He  fucceeded  the  carl  of  Sunderland  as  (ccretary  of  ftitc. 
f  Secretary  of  ftate  in  room  of  Mr.  Henry  Boyle. 


NUIS.^. 
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NUMBER    XXVIL 
Thurfday,  February  8,  1710-11.    - 

Caput  ejl  in  mniprocuratione  negotii  et  muneris  publici^  ut 

avariiiae  peltatur  eiiam  piinima'fufpicio. 

• .'     I'     .  jij     -    . 

In  every  employment,  in  every  publick  office,  it  is  of  the, 
utmoft  importance  to  keep  free  from  even  the  leaft 
fufpicion  of  avarice. 

THERE  IS  no  vice  which  mankind  carries 
to  fuch  wild  extremes,  as  that  of  avarice. . 
Thofe  two  which  feem  to  rival  it ,  in  this  point, 
are  luft  and  ambition  ;  but  the  former  is  checked 
by  difficulties  and  difeafes,  deftroys  itfelf  by  its  own 
purAiits,  and  ufually  declines  with  old  age  ;  ^n^ 
the  latter,  requiring  courage,  condu£t  and  fortune 
in  a  high  degree,  and  meeting  witFi  a  thoufand 
dangers  and   oppofitions,   fucceeds  too  feldom  in 
an  age  to  fall  under  common   obfervation.     Or, 
avarice  is  perhaps  the  fame  paffion  with  ambition  ; 
only  placed  in  more  ignoble  and  daftardly  minds, 
by  which  the  objeft  is  changed  from  power  to  mo- 
ney.    Or  it  may  be  that  one  man  purfues  powef 
li\  order  to  wealth  ;  and  another  wealth  in  order  to 
power;  which  laft  is  the  fafer  way,  although  longer 
^bout ;    and  fuitlng  with  every  period,  as  well  as 
Condition  of  life,  is  more  generally  followed. 
~    However  it  be,  the  extremes  of  this  paflion  are 
Certainly  more  frequent  than  of  any  other ;  and  ot^ 

ten 
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ten  to  a  degrre  ib^abfurd  and  ridiqulous^  that  if  it 
were  not  for  their  frequency,  they  could  hardly  ob* 
tain  belief.  The  ftage,  which  carries  other  fol- 
lies and  vices  beyond  nature  and  probability,  falls 
very  fhort  in  the  reprefentations  of  avarice ;  nor 
are  there  any  extravagancies  in  this  kind,  defcribed 
Jby  ancient  or  modern  comedies,  which  are  not  out- 
done by  a  hundred  infUnceSy  commonly  told 
among  ourfeives# 

I  am  ready  to  conclude  hence,  that  a  vice  which 
keeps  fo  firm  a  hold  upon  human  nature,  and  go- 
verns it  with  fo  unlimited  a  tyranny,  fince  it  can- 
not wholly  be  eradicated,  ought  at  leaft  to  be  con- 
fined to  particular  objects ;  to  thrift  and  penury^ 
to  private  fraud  and  extortion,  and  never  fufier- 
ed  to  prey  upon  the  publick  ;  and  fliould  certainly 
be  rejefted  as  the  moft  unqualifying  circumftance 
for  any  employment,  where  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion can  poffibly  enter. 

If  the  mifchiefs  of  this  vice  in  a  publick  ftation 
were  confined  to  enriching  only  thofe  particular 
perfbns  employed,  the  evil  would  be  more  fupport- 
able  :  but  it  is  ufually  quite  otherwife.  When 
a  fteward  defrauds  his  lord,  he  muft  connive  at  the 
reft  of  the  fervants,  while  they  arc  following  the 
fame  practice  in  their  feveral  fpheres  :  fo  that  in 
ibme  families  you  may  obferve  a  fubordlaation  of 
knaves,  in  a  link  downwards  to  the  very  helper 
In  the  ftables,  all  cheating  by  concert,  and  with 
impunity.  And  even  if  this  were  all,  perhaps  the 
0>after  could  bear  it  without  being  undone ;  but 
It  fo  happens,  that  for  every  fhilling  the  ferv^ant 
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gets  by  iniquity,  the  mafter  lofes  twenty ;  the  per- 
quHites  of  fenrants  being  but  fmall  compofitions  for 
fufl^ring  ihopkeepers  to  bring  in  what  bills  they 
pleafe.  It  is  exaftly  the  fame  thing  in  a  ftate  :  an 
avaricicms  man  in  office,  in  confederacy  with  the 
whole  clan  of  his  diftrift  or  dependents,  which  in 
modem  terms  of  art,  is  called  t?o  live  and  let  live  ; 
and  yet  their  gains  are  the  fmalleft  part  of  the  pub- 
lick's  lofs.  Give  a  guinea  to  a  knavilh  land  waiter, 
and  he  (hall  connive  at  the  merchant  for  cheating* 
iht  QussN*  of  a  hundred.  A  brewer  gives  a  bribe 
to  have  the  privilege  of  felling  drink  to  the  navy  ; 
but  the  fraud  is  a  hundred  times  greater  than  the 
bribe,  and  the  publick  is  at  the  whole  lofs. 

Moralifts  make  two  kinds  of  avarice ;  that  of 
Catiline^  alieni  appetens^  fui  profufus  i  and  the  other 
inore  generally  underftood  by  that  name,  which  is 
the  endlefi^  defire  of  hoarding.  But  I  take  the  for- 
mer to  be  more  dangerous  in  a  ftatc,  becaufe  it 
mingles  with  ambition,  which  I  think  the  latter 
cannot ;  for,  although  the  fame  breaft  may  be  ca^^ 
pable  of  admitting  both,  it  is  not  able  to  cultivate 
^hem ;  and  where  the  love  of  heaping  wealth  pre- 
vails, there  is  not  in  my  opinion  much  to  be  appre- 
hended from  ambition.  The  difgrace  of  that  for- 
did vice  is  fooner  apt  to  fpread  than  any  other ;  and 
is  always  attended  with  the  hatred  and  fcorn  of  the 
people  :  fb  that  whenever  thofe  two  paflions  hap- 
pen to  meet  in  the  fame  fubjeft,  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  providence  has  placed  avarice  to  be  a  check 
upon  ambition  ;  and  I  have  reafon  to  think,  fome 
great  minifters  of  ftatc  have   been  of  my  opinion. 

The 
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The  divine  autliority  of  holy  writ,  the  precepts 
of  philofophers,  the  lafhesand  ridicuk  of  fatirical 
poets,  have  been  all  employed  h^  exploding  thii 
infatiable  thirll:  of  money  ;  and  all  equally  control* 
led  by  the  daily  pradlice  of  mankmd.  Nothing 
new  remains  to  be  faid  upon  the  occafion  i  and  if 
there  did,  I  muft  remember  my  charafter,  that  I 
am  an  -Examiner  only,  and  not  a  Reformer. 

However,  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  frailties  of 
particular  men  do  nearly  affeft  the  public  welfare, 
luch  as  a  prime  mhiifter  of  ftate,  or  a  great  general 
of  an  army ;  methinks  there  fhould  be  fbme  expe- 
dient contrived,  to  let  thpm  know  impartially  what 
is  the  world's  opinion  in  the  point.  Encompafled 
with  a  crowd  of  depending  flatterers,  they  are  many 
degrees  blinder  to  their  own  faults,  than  the  com- 
mon infirmities  of  human  nature  can  plead  in  their 
excufe.  Advice  dares  not  to  be  offered,  or  Is 
wholly  lofl,  or  returned  with  hatred  :  and  what- 
ever appears  in  public  againfl  their  prevailing  vice 
goes  for  nothing ;  being  either  not  applied,  or 
])afling  only  for  libel  and  flander,  proceeding  from 
the  malice  and  envy  of  party. 

I  have  fometimcs  thought,  that  if  I  had  lived  at. 
Rome  ill  the  time  of  the  firft  triumvirate,  1  (hould 
h.avc  been  tempted  to  write  a  letter,  as  from  an  un-^ 
known  hand,  to  thofe  three  great  men  who  had  then 
uiiirpcd  the  fovereign  power  ;  wherein  I  would 
freely  and  fincerely  tell  each  of  them  that  fault 
wliicli  I  conceived  was  moft  odious,  and  of  worft 
coiifequence  to  the  commonwealth.  That  to  Craf- 
fus  fhould  have  been  fent  to  him  after  his  conquefis 
in  Mefopotamia,  and  in  the  following  terms. 

7  •'  To 
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"  To  Marcus  Craffus,  health* 

'  IF  you  applyi  a&  you  ought,  what  I  now  writtfi 
''ou  will  be  more  obliged  to  me  than  to  all  the 
vorld,   hardly  excepting  your  parents  or  your 
Muntry*     I  intend  to  tell  you j  without  difguife 
}r  prejudice^  the  opinion  which  thb  world  has 
entertained  of  you  ;  and  to  let  you  fee  I  write 
:his  without  any  fort  of  ill^will^  you  (hall  firft 
:iear  the  fentiments  they  have  to  your  advantage^ 
Mo  man  difpiites  the  gracefulnefs  of  your  per-* 
ion  ;  you  are  allowed  to  have  a  good  and  clear 
underftahdlng,  cultivated  by  the  knowledge  of 
men  and  manners ^  although  not  by  literature; 
you  Ire  no  ill  orator  in  the  fenate ;  you  are  faid 
to  excel  in  the  art  of  bridling  and  fubduing  your 
anger,  and  ftifling  or  concealing  your  refent- 
ments ;  you  have  been  a  mod  fuccefsful  general^ 
of  long  experience,  great  condu£t^  and  much 
perfonal  courage;  you  have  gained  many  ira* 
portant  viftories  for  the  commonwealth,   and 
forced  the  ftrongeft  towns  in  Mcfopotamia  to 
furrcnder,  for  which  frequent  fupplications  have 
been  decreed  by  the  fenate.     Yet  j  with  all  thefe 
qualities,  and  this  merit,  give  me  leave  to  fay^ 
you  are  neither  beloVed  by  the  Patricians  ncif  Ple^ 
beians  at  home,  nor  by  the  officers  or  private 
foldiers  of  your  own  army  abroad^    And  do  you 
'  know,  Craflus^  that  this  is  owing  to  a  fault  of 
'  which  yoU  may  cureyourfelf  by  oixe  minute^s  re- 
'  flediott  ?     What  (hall  I  fay  ?     You  are  the  rich- 
^  eft    perfon   in  the  commonwealth ;   you  have 
Vol-  m.  K  •*  no 
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*^  no  male  child ;  your  daughters  are  all  mar 
*^  ried  to  wealthy  Patricians ;  you  are  &r  in  tb 
^'  decline  of  life,  and  yet  you  are  deeply  ftairm 
^«  With  that  odious  and  ignoble  vice  of  oovetoufnefs 
^^  It  is  affirmed,  that  you  defcend  even  to  tb 
^*  meaneft  and  moft  fcandalous  degrees  of  it  $  anc 
^^  while  you  poflefs  {6  many  millions,  while  yoi 
**  are  daily  acquiring  fo  many  more,  you  are  {oil 
^*  citous  how  to  fave  a  fmgle  fefterce }  of  whicl 
^^  a  hundred  ignominious  iiiftances  are  produced. 
^^  and  in  all  mens  mouths.  I  will  only  mentioi! 
•*  that  paflage  of  the  buikins  *,  which^  aftei 
^<  abundance  of  perfuafion,  you  woidd  hardly  fuf 
•*  fer  to  be  cut  from  your  legs,  when  they  were  ft 
^^  wet  and  cold,  that  to  have  kept  them  on  would 
♦*  have  endangered  your  life. 

^^  Inflead  of  ufing  the  common  arguments  to 
'^  difluade  you  from  this  weaknefs,  I  will  endea* 
"  vour  to  convince  you,  that  you  are  really  guilty 
^^  of  it ;  and  leave  the  cure  to  your  own  good 
**  fenle.  For  perhaps  you  are  not  yet  perfiiaded 
**  that  this  is  your  crime ;  you  have  probably 
*'  never  yet  been  reproached  for  it  to  your  fiicc ; 
**  and  what  you  are  now  told  com«s  from  one 
**  unknown,  and  it  may  be  from  an  enemy.  You 
*^  will  allow  yourfelf  indeed  to  be  prudent  in  the 
'*  management  of  your  fortune ;  you  are  not  a 
^*  prodigal,  like  Clodius,  or  Catiline ;  but  furely 
*'  that  deferves  not  the  name  of  avarice.  I  will 
*'  inform  you  how  to  be  convinced.  Difguife  your 
•*  perfon,  go  among  the  common  people  in  Rome, 

•  Wciflocfcingf. 

2  Mill- 
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**  introduce  diTcouHes  about  yourfelf,  enquire  yout 

^*  own  charader:   do  the  fame  in  your  camp; 

^  ^  walk  about  it  in  the  evening,  hearken  at  evexir 

•^  tent;  and  if  jrou  do  not  hear  every  mouth  cenV 

^  ^  furingy  lamenting,  curfing  this  vice  In  you^  ai^d 

**  even  you  for  this  vice,  conclude  yourfelf  inno«- 

•*  cent.    If  you  be  not  yet  perfuaded,  fend  for  At- 

^«  ticus,  Serviuft  Sulpiclus,  Cato,  or  Brutus  ;  they 

**  arc  all  your  friends ;  conjure  them  to  tell  you 

••  ingcnuoufly,   which  is  your  great  fault,   and 

*•  which  they  would  chiefly  wifli  you  to  corred  ; 

*^  if  they  do  not  agree  in  their  verdict,  In  the  name 

^  of  all  the  gods  you  are  acquitted. 

*'  When  your  adverfaries  refleA  how  far  you  are 
^^  gone  in  this  vice,  they  are  tempted  to  talk  as  If 
**  we  owed  our  fuccefles  not  to  your  courage  or 
**  condud,  but  to  thofe  veteran  troops  you  com- 
•*  mand ;  who  are  able  to  conquer  under  any  gene- 
••  ral,  with  fo  many  brave  and  experienced  officers 
•*  to  lead  them.  Befides,  we  know  the  cbnfe- 
•*  quences  your  avarice  has  often  occafioned.  The 
**  (bldier  has  been  ftarving  for  bread,  furrounded 
•*  with  plenty,  and  In  an  enemy's  country ;  but 
all  under  fafeguards  and  contributions ;  which, 
if  you  had  fometlmes  pleafed  to  have  exchanged 
"  for  provilions,  might,  at  the  expence  of  a  few 
"  talents  in  a  campaign,  have  fo  endeared  you  to 
"  the  army,  that  they  would  have  defired  you  to 
**  lead  them  to  the  utmoft  limits  of  Afia.  But 
"  you  rather  chofe  to  confine  your  conquefts  with- 
**  in  the  fruitful  country  of  Mefopotgmia,  where 
**  plenty  of  money  might  be  raifed.  How  far  that 
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«*  fatal  grecdincfs  of  gold  may  have  influenced  you, 
"  in  breaking  off  the  treaty  with  the  old  Parthian 
•*  king  Orodes,  you  bcft  can  tell ;  your  enemies 
•*  charge  you  with  it ;  your  friends  offer  nothing 
*•  material  in  your  defence  ;  and  all  agree,  there  is 
^*  nothing  fo  pernicious  which  the*extremes  of  ava- 
*'.  rice  may  not  be  able  to  infpirc. 

♦•  The  moment  you'quit  this  vice,  you  will  be  a 
"  truly  great  man ;  and  ftill  there  will  imperfec- 
**  tions  enough  remain  to  convince  us,  you  are  hot 
*•  a  god.    Farewel." 

Perhaps  a  letter  of  this  nature,  fent  to  fb  reaibn« 
able  a  man  as  Crafliis,  might  have  put  him  upon 
examining  into  himfelf,  and  correftmg  that  little_ 
fordid  appetite,  fo  utterly  inconfiftent  with  all  pre- 
tences to  heroifm.  A  youth  in  the  heat  of  blood, 
may  plead,  with  fome  (hew  of  reafon,  that  he  is 

not  able  to  fubdue  his  lufls.     An  ambitious  man  . 

• 

may  ufe  the  fame  arguments  for  his  love  of  power; 
or  perhaps  other  arguments  to  juftify  it.  But  ex— 
cefs  of  avarice  has  neither  of  thefe  pleas  to  offer  ;  it- 
is  not  to  be  juftified,  and  cannot  pretend  temptatjiooj 
for  excufe.  Whence  can  the  temptation  conjie?" 
Reafon  difclaims  it  altogether ;  and  it  cannot  bes 
faid  to  lodge  in  the  blood  or  the  animal  fpirits.  Soa 
that  I  conclude,  no  man  of  true  valour,  and  trues 
underftanding,  upon  whom  this  vice  has  ftoleos 
unawares,  when  ^he  is  convinced  he  is  guilty,  will 
fuffer  it  to  remain  in  his  breafl  an  hour. 
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NUMBER    XXVni. 

Thurfday,  February  15,   1710-ir. 

hultus  ut  tu  riferis  C<^yti$af 

Shall  you  CPtyttQ^s  feaft$  deridCf 
Yet  fafely  triumph  in  your  pride  ? 

[In  anfwer  to  the  Letter  to  the  Examiner.] 

S  I  R»  Londoiif  Feb.  15,  1710-11. 

ALTHOUGH  I  have  wanted leifure  to  ac- 
knowledge the  honour  of  a  letter  you  were 
pleaied  to  write  to  me  about  fix  months  ago.;  yet  I 
have  been  very  careful  in  obeying  fome  of  your 
commands,  and  am  going  on  as  faft  as  I  can  with 
the  refL  I  wi(h  you  had  thought  fit  to  have  con- 
veyed them  to  me  by  a  more  private  hand  than  that 
of  the  printingrhoufe :  for,  although  I  was  pleaibd 
with  a  pattern  of  flyle  and  fpirit  which  I  propofcd 

-  to  imitate,  yet  I  was  forry  the  world  ihould  be  a 
^tnefs  how  far  I  fell  (hort  in  both. 

I  am  afraid  you  did  not  confider  what,  an  abun- 
dance of  Work  you  have  cut  out  for  me  ;  neither  am 
I  at  all  comforted  by  the  promife  you  are  fo  kind 

•  to  make,   that  when  I  have  performed  my  ta(k, 

D n  (hall  blu(h  in  his  grave  among  the  dead, 

Walpole  among  the  living,  and  even  Volpone 
(hall  fed  fomc  remorfe.  How  the  gentleman  in 
his  grave  may  have  kept  his  countenance,  I  can- 
not inform  you,  having  no  jicquaiiitance  at  all 
with  the  fexton :  but  for  the  other  two,  1  take 

K  2  leave 
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leave  to  aflure  you,  there  have  not  yet  appeared  xh 
leaf):  iigns  of  blufhiog  or  remorfe  in  either,  a: 
though  ibme  very  good  opportunities  have  o&re< 
if  they  had  thought  fit  to  accept  them :  fo  tha 
with  your  permiflion,  I  would  rather  engage  to  ooc 
tinue  this  work  until  they  be  in  their  graves  toe 
which  I  am  fure  will  happen  much  fboner  than  tt 
other. 

You  debre  I  would  coUcA  ibme  of  thofe  indi{ 
nitiesofiered  lafl  year  to  her  nujefly.  I  am  read 
to  oblige  you ;  and  have  got  a  pretty  tolerable  co! 
legion  by  me»  which  I  am  in  doubt  whethw  I 
publifh  by  itfelf  in  a  large  volume  in  fbliot  or  fca) 
ter  them  here  and  there  occafionally  in  my  papen 
although  indeed  I  am  fometimes  thinking  to  ftif 
them  altogether ;  becaufe  fuch  a  hifbry  will  t 
apt  to  give  foreigners  a  monflrous  opinion  of  m 
country.  But  fmce  it  is  your  abfolute  opinioi 
that  the  world  fhould  be  informed ;  I  will,  wil 
the  firfl  occafion,  pick  out  a  few  choice  inflance 
and  let  them  take  their  chance  in  the  enfuing  p; 
pers.  I  have  likewife  in  my  cabinet  certain  quiri 
of  paper,  filled  with  fafb  of  corruption,  mifm; 
nagementy  cowardice,  treachery,  avarice,  amb 
tion,  and  the  like ;  with  an  alphabetical  table,  I 
fave  trouble.  And  perhaps  you  will  not  wond 
at  the  care  I  take  to  be  fb  well  provided,  when  yo 
confidcr  the  vaft  expence  I  am  at.  I  feed  week] 
two  or  three  wit-flarved  writers,  who  have  r 
other  viiible  fupport ;  beiide  feveral  others,  wfa 
live  upon  my  offals.    In  fhort,  I  am  like  a  nun 

wi 
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^^irho  iuckles  twins  at  one  time ;  and  has  befidcsoDc 
«r  two  whelps  conftantly  to  draw  her  breafts* 

I  muftneeds  confefs  (and  it  is  with  grief  lipeak 

St)  that  I  have  been  the  innocent  cauie  of  a  great 

circulation  of  dulnefs :  at  the  fame  time,  I  have 

foften  wondered  how  it  has  come  to  pafs,  that  thefe 

Snduftrious  people,  after  poring  fo  ccxiftantijr  upon 

the  Examiner,  a  paper  writ  with  plain  fenfe  andin 

^  tolerable  ftyle,  have  made  {0  little  improvement, 

J  sbn  fure  it  would  have  fdlen  out  quite  otherwiie 

^with  me :  for,  by  what  I  have  ieen  of  their  perform* 

mances  (and  I  am  credibly  informed  they  are  all  of 

apieoe)  if  I  had  perufed  them  until  now,  I  ihould 

have  been  fit  fqr  little,  b^t  to  niake  an  advocate  in 

in  the  iama  caufe. 

You,  fir,  perhaps  will  wonder,  as  moft  others 
ijkh  what  end  thefe  angry  folks  propofe  in  writing 
perpetually  againfl  the  Examiner :  it  is  not  to  beget 
a  better  qpinion  of  the  late  niiniftry,  or  with  any 
hope  to  convince  the  world,  that  I  am  in  the  wrong 
in  any  one  fa€t  I  relate ;  they  know  all  that  to  be 
loft  labour,  and  yet  their  deiign  is  important  enough : 
th^  would  £ain  provoke  me,  by  all  forts  of  me- 
thods within  the  length  of  their  capacity,  to  anfwer 
tfatir  papers ;  wl)ich  would  render  mine  wholly 
ufelefs  to  the  pubKc :  for,  if  it  once  came  to  rejoin- 
der and  reply,  we  fhouid  be  all  upon  a  level ;  and 
then  their  work  would  be  done. 

There  is  one  gentleman  ♦  indeed,  who  has  writ- 
ten three  fmall  pamphlets  upoft  the  management 

•  Dr.  Hare,  tftt rwardi  Ufliop  ofChichdUr. 

K  4  ^f 
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of  the  war,  and  the  treaty  of  peace.  Thefe  I  hai 
intended  to  have  beftowed  a  paper  in  examining 
and  could  eafily  have  made  it  appear,  that  what 
ever  he  fays  of  trutli,  relates  not  at  all  to  the  eVjl 
we  complain  of,  or  controUs  one  fyllable  of  wha 
I  have  ever  advanced.  Nobody,  that  I  know  ol 
did  ever  difpute  the  duke  of  MarllM)rough's  courage 
conduft,  or  fuccefs ;  they  have  been  always  un 
quefiionable,  and  will  continue  to  be  fo,  in  fpit 
of  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  or,  which  is  yc 
more,  the  weaknefs  of  his  advocates.  The  na 
tiqn  only  wiihes  tp  fee  him  taken  out  of  ill  hand; 
and  put  into  better,  But  what  i^  all  this  tp  th 
ponduft  of  the  late  miniftry,  the  fhameful  niii 
managements  in  Spain,  or  the  wrong  ^eps  in  th 
treaty  of  peage ;  the  fecref  of  which  will  not  bea 
tjie  light,  and  is  cpnfequently  by  this  author  ver 
poorly  defended  ?  Thefe,  and  many  other  things 
I  would  have  (hewn  ;  but,  upon  fecond  thoughts 
determined  tp  have  it  done  in  9,  difcpurfe  by  itfel 
father  than  take  up  rpppi  herp,  and  \>TCdk  into  th 
defign  of  this  paper,  whence  I  have  reiblyed  t 
l)aniih  coutroyerfy  as  muph  as  ppfTible.  Put  th 
poflfcript  to  his  third  pamphlet  w^s  enough  to  di: 
guft  me  frqm  having  any  dealings  at  all  wit 
fuch  a  writer ;  unlefs  that  part  was  left  tp  fon: 
fpotman  he  has  pipked  up  ^ipqng  the  boys  wh 
follow  the  camp,  >yhofe  character  if  v^ould  fu 
much  befter  than  that  of  the  ^uppofed  author :  s 
|eaft,  the  fo^l  laiiguage,  the  idle,  impotent  m< 
naces,  and  the  grofs  perverting  of  an  innocent  C3 
preffion  in  the  fourth  Examiner,  joined  tq  ths 

3  f^fp€ 
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refpeft  I  (hall  ever  have  for  the  fund:ion  of  a  divine^ 
irvould  incline  me  tp  believe  fo.  But,  when  he 
lirus  off  his  footman,  and  difclaims  that  poftfcript, 
[  w^l  jtear  ijt  out,  an4  feiP  how  far  (he  reft  deferves 
x>  be  coqiidered. 

But,  fir,  I  labour  ^ndef  a  much  greajTpr  difficulty, 
lapon  which  I  lhou)4  be  glad  to  hear  ypur  advice^ 
[  am  worried  on  one  dde  by  the  whigs,  fgr  being 
too  feyere ;  ai)d  by  the  tones  on  the  other,  for  h^^ 
ing  too  gentle,  I  have  formerly  hinted  a  complamt 
3f  this  ;  1>ut,  haying  lately  receiv^  two  peculiar 
letters,  among  many  pthers^  I  thought  nothing 
could  better  reprefent  my  condition,  or  the  opinion 
which  thie  warm  men  of  bpth  fides  have  of  my 
ponduft,  than  to  fend  you  a  tranfcript  of  each* 
yhe  former  is  exadUy  in  thefe  words  ; 

*'  To  the  Examiner, 
"  Mr.  Examiner, 

^*  By  your  continual  reflecting  upon  the  conduct 
^*  of  the  late  miniflry,  and  by  your  encomiums  on 
"  the  prefent,  it  is  as  clear  as  the  fun  at  noon- 
♦^  day,  that  you  are  a  jefuit,  or  nonjuror,  employed 
*'  by  the  friends  of  the  pretender,  to  endeavour  to 
••  introduce  popery  and  flavery  and  arbitrary  power, 
•*  and  to  infringe  the  facred  aft  for  toleration  of 
f*  dilTenters.  Now,  fir,  fince  the  moft  ingenious 
M  authors,  who  write  weekly  againft  you,  are  not 
*•  able  to  teach  you  better  manners,  1  would  have 
♦*  you  to  know,  that  thofe  great  and  excellent  men, 
f *  as  low  as  you  think  (hem  at  prefent,  do  not  want 

^*  friends 
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*•  friends  that  will  take  the  firft  proper  occafioi 
•*  to  cot  your  throat,  as  all  fuch  enemies  to  xno 
•*  deration  ought  to  be  fervcd.  It  is  well  you  have 
♦*  cleared  another  pcrfon  from  being  author  of  youi 
^  curfed  libels  ;  although,  d— n  me,  perhaps  af- 
^<  ter  all,  that  may  be  a  bamboozle  too.  How« 
♦*  ever,  I  hope  we  fliall  fbon  ferret  you  out*  There- 
^^  fore  I  adviie  you  as  a  friend  to  let  ^11  your  pen, 
^^  and  retire  betimes  ;  for  our  patience  is  now  at  an 
^*  end.  It  is  enough  to  lofe  our  power  and  em« 
•*  ployments,  without  letting  the  whole  nation 
•*  againft  us.  Confider,  three  years  is  the  life  of 
*♦  a  party ;  d  -^  n  me,  every  dog  has  his  day,  and 
**  it  will  be  our  turn  next:  therefore  take  warning, 
••  and  learn  to  fleep  in  a  whole  (kin  ;  or,  whenever 
•*  we  are  uppermofl,  by  G  —  d  you  fhall  find  no 
**  mercy.** 

The  other  letter  was  in  the  following  terms  : 
"  To  the  Examiner. 

**  I  am  a  country  member,  and  conflantly  fend 
•*  a  dozen  of  your  papers  down  to  my  clc6lors.  I 
*•  have  read  them  all,  but,  I  confefs,  not  with  the 
*•  fatisfaftion  I  expefted.  It  is  plain  you  know  a 
**  great  deal  more  than  you  write ;  why  will  you 
"  not  let  us  have  it  all  out  ?  We  are  tqld  that  the 
•*  Queen  has  been  a  long  time  treated  with  inib- 
*Mence,  by  thofe  (he  has  moft  obliged.  Pray,  fir, 
"  let  us  have  a  few  good  flories  upon  that  head. 
•*  We  have  been  cheated  of  feveral  millions  ;  why 

"  wiU 
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^^  will  you  not  fet  a  mark  on  the  knaves  who  are 

«  «  guiltjr,  and  fhew  us  what  ways  they  took  to  rob 

^^  the  pubtick  at  fuch  a  rate  ?  Inform  us  how  we 

^  ^  came  to  be  difappmnted  of  peace  about  two  years 

^  ^  agjDw    la  fhort,  turn  the  whole  m3rftery  of  ini^ 

^^  quky  infide  out,  that  every  body  may  have  a 

^^  view  of  it.    But  above  all  explain  to  us,  what 

^^  was  the  bottom  of  that  fame  impeachment:  I 

« <  am  fure  I  never  liked  it ;  for  at  that  very  time 

^  ^  a  diflcnting  preacher  in  our  neighbourhood  came 

^^  often  to  iee  our  parfbn ;  it  could  be  for  no  good^ 

^^  for  he  would  walk  about  the  barns  and  the  fta- 

^*  bles,  and  defired  to  look  mto  the  churchy  as 

^*  who  fhould  fay,  Thefe  will  fhortly  be  mine : 

^'  and^we  all  believed,  he  was  then  contriving  fome 

*^  alterations,  againft  he  gpt  into  pofleiIion«    Arid 

••  I  (hall  never  forget  that  a  whig  juftice  ofiertd 

^'  me  then  very  high  for  my  bifhop*s  leafe.     I  muft 

•*  be  fo  bold  to  tell  you,  fir,  that  you  are  too  fa- 

**  vourable :  I  am  fure  there  was  no  living  in  quiet 

•*  for  us,  while  they  were  in  the  faddle.  I  was  tur* 

^' ned  out  of  the  commifiion,  and  called  a  jacobite, 

^^  although  it  coft  me  a  thoufand  pounds  in  joining 

•*  with  the  prince  of  Orange  at  the  Revolution.  The 

^*  difooveries  I  would  haveyou  make,   are  of  fome 

•*  h€ts9  for  which  they  ought  to  be  hanged ;  not 

^*  that  lvalue  their  heads,  but  I  would  fee  them  ex- 

*'  po(ed,  which  may  be  done  upon  the  owner's 

^^  (houlders  as  well  as  upon  a  pole.*'  6cc. 

Thefe,  fir,  are  the  fentiments  of  a  whole  party 
«Q  one  fide,  and  of  confidefable  numbers  on  the 

other ; 
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other :  however,  taking  the  fnedium  between  thei€ 
extremes,  I  think  to  go  on  as  I  have  hitherto  done, 
although  I  am  fenfible  my  paper  would  be  more ; 
pular,  if  I  did  not  lean  too  much  on  the  favour 
able  fide.     For  nothing  delights  the  people- 
than  to  fee  their  oppreilbrs  humbled,  and  all  the 
anions  painted  with  proper  colours,    let  out 
open  view ;  exaSios  tyrennos  denfum  bumeris  bibi  -* 
aure  vulgus. 

But  as  for  the  whigs,  I  am  in  fomc  doubt""^^! 
whether  this  mighty  concern  they  (hew  for  th^»< 
late  miniftry,  may  not  be  aflfefted  ;  at  leaft  who— - 
ther  their  mafters  will  thank  them  for  their  zeal — J 
in  fuch  a  caufe.  It  is,  I  think,  a  known  ftor^iS 
-  of  a  gentleman,  who*  fought  another  for  callin^^ 
■  him  fon  of  a  whore ;  that  the  lady  dcfired  her  foirr^ 

to  make  no  more  quarrels  upon  that  fubjeft,  be 

cauie  it  was  true.  For  pray,  fir,  does  it  not  lobl^* 
likea  jeft,  that  fuch  a  pernicious  crew,  after  drain-— ^ 
ing  our  wealth,  and  difcovering  the  moft  deftruc — -' 
tive  defigns  again  ft  our  church  and  ftate,  inftea^^ 
of  thanking  fortune  that  they  are  got  off  fafc  iir^^ 
their  perfons  and  plunder,  (hould  hire  thefe  bullie 
of  the  pen,  to  defend  their  reputations  ?  I  remem  -^ 
ber,  I  thought  it  the  hardeft  cafe  in  the  world 
when  a  poor  acquaintance  of  mine  having  fellerr::^ 
in  among  (harpers,  where  he  loft  all  hi«  money — 
and  then  complaining  he  was  cheated,  got  a  goo^^ 
beating  into  the  bargain  for  offering  to  affront  gen — 

tlemen.     I  believe  the  only  reafon,   why  the(b  pui 

loiners  of  the  publick,  caufe  fuch  a  clutter  to  b    ^ 
made  about  their  reputations,  is,  to  prevent  inqui  ^^ 


ro29-         THE  EXAMINER.  141 

rions  that  might  tend  towards  making  them  re- 
md:  like  thofe  women  they  call  (hop^Ufters, 
irho,  when  they  are  challen^  for  their  thefts^ 
ppear  to  be  mighty  angry  and  affronted,  for  fear  of 
eing  iearched. 

I  will  difmifs  you,  fir,  when  I  have  taken  notice 
if  one  particular.  Perhaps  you  may  have  obfenred. 
D  the  toleratted  £i£tious  papers  of  the  week,  that 
he  earl  of  Rochefter  is  frequently  refle£ked  on,  for 
laving  been'ecclefiaftical  commiiRoner,  and  lord 
i^urer,  in  the  reign  of  the  late  king  James, 
the  fa£b  is  true ;  and  it  will  not  1^  denied,  to  his 
.CEmiortal  honour,  that,  becavfe  he  could  not  com« 
ply  with  the  meafures  then  taking,  he  refigned 
both  thofe  employments  ;  of  which  the  latter  was 
uximediately  fupplied  by  a  commifllon,  compoled 
of  two  popiih  lords,  and  the  prefent  earl  of  Godol* 
phin. 

NUMBER    XXIX. 
Thurfday,  February  2a,  1710-11. 

Jams  funma  infortunae  bonis^  non  extulijefe  in  poteftate^ 
wmftdffe  infoUntem  in  fecunia^  non  fe  frattuUJfs  aliisfrop^ 
itr  cbundantiam  furtunae. 

hi  the  goods  of  fortune  it  is  the  higb^lt  commendation 
to  fay,  that  he  was  not  elated  in  power,  infolent  in 

«  riches,  or  contemptuous  amid  the  overflowing  of  for* 
tune. 

I  AM  cbnfcious  to  myfelf,  that  I  write  this  pa« 
per  with  no  other  intention  but  of  doing  good. 
1  never  received  injury  from  the  late  miniftry, 
nor   advantage    fron    the  prefent,   farther    than 

in 
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in  common  with  every  good  fubjeft.  Ther 
were  among  the  fbmier,  one  or  two,  who  muft 
allowed  to  have  pofMed  very  valuable  qualities  ^s 
but,  proceeding  by  a  fyftem  of  politicks  which  ounr- 
conftitution  could  not  fuffer,  and  difcovering  j^ 
contempt  of  all  religion,  efpecially  of  that  whid^L 
has  been  (b  happilyjeftablKhed  among  us  ever  iine^s 
the  Reformation  ;  they  feem  to  have  been  juftljpi^ 
fufpeAed  of  no  very  good  inclinations  to  eidier. 

It  is  poflible,  that  a  man  may  (peculatively  prc-^ 
fcr  the  conftitution  of  another  country,  or  a  Uto— ^ 
pia  of  his  o\vn,  before  that  of  the  nation  where  he  i^ 
born  and  lives;  yet,  from  confidering  the* dangers 
of  innovation,   the  corruptions  of  mankind,  an^^ 
the  frequent  impoffibility  of  reducing  ideas  to  prac- 
tice, he  may  join  heartily  in  preferving  the  prefentr 
order  of  things,  and  be  a  true  friend  to  the  go- 
vernment already  fettled.     So  in  religion,  a  maa 
may  perhaps  have  little  or  none  of  it  at  heart ;  yctr 
if  he  conceals  his  opinions,  if  he  endeavours  to 
make  no  profelytes,  advances  no  impious  tenets  in- 
writing  or  difcourfe ;  if,  according  to  the  common 
atheiftical  notion,  he  believes  religion  to  be  only  a^ 
contrivance  of  politicians  for  keeping  the  vulgar  in 
awe,  and  that  the  prefent  model  is  better  adjufted. 
than  any  other  to  fo  ufeful  an  end  ;  althoujgh  the 
condition  of  fuch  a  man,  as  to  his  own  future  ftate, 
be  very  deplorable ;  yet  Providence,  which  often 
works  good  out  of  evil,  can  make  even  fuch  a  man 
an  inftrument  for  contributing  towards  tlie  prefer- 
vation  of  the  church. 
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Ob  the  other  iide ;  I  take  a  flate  to  be  truly  in 
danger^  both  as  to  its  religion  and  govenunent, 
whea  a  fet  of  ambitious  politicians,  bred  up  in  ha- 
tred to  the  conftitution,   and  a  contempt  for  all 
religion,  are  forced  upon  exerting  thefe  qualities  in 
ot^r  to  keep  or  increafe  their  power,  by  widening 
Klieir  bottom,  and  taking  in  (like  Mahomet)  fomc 
{Principles  from  every  party,  that  ^  in  any  way 
dKcontented  at  the  prefent  faith  and  fettlemeut ; 
^^rhidi  was  manifeflly  our  cafe.    Upon  this  occa« 
Xion,  I  remember  to  have  afked  (bme  confiderable 
x^higs,   whether  it  did  not  bring  a  difreputatioti 
^^jKm  their  body,  to  have  the  whole  herd  of  Pref* 
l3;yterians,    Independants,    Atheifls,    Anabaptifts^ 
X3d(b,  Quakers,  and  Socinians,  openly  and  uni« 
vcrfally  lifted  under  their  banners  ?  They  anfwered 
tbat  all  this  was  abfolutely  necefTary,  in  order  to 
ixiake  a  balance  againft  the  tories ;    and  all  little 
enough :  for  indeed,  it  was  as  much  as  they  could 
poflibly  do,    although  aflifted  with  the  abfolute 
power  of  difpofing  of  every  employment ;  while 
the  bulk  of  the  Englifh  gentry  kept  firm  to  their 
old  principles  in  church  and  ftate. 

Butt  DOtwitnftanding  what  I  have  hitherto  faid, 

I  am  informed,  levcral  among  the  whigs  continue 

^1  fo  refraftory,  that  they  will  hardly  allow  the 

Keads  of  tlieir  party  to  have  entertained  any  defigns 

of  ruining  the  couftitution ;  or  that  they  would  have 

endeavoured  it  if  they  had  continued   in  power, 

I  beg  their  pardon,   if    I  have    difcovered  a  fe- 

cwt;  but  who  could  imagine  they  ever  intended  it 

Ibouldbc  one,  after  thofeovert-adts  which  with  they 

thought 
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thought  fit  to  cptKlude  their  farce  ?  But  perhdj 
they  now  find  it  Convenient  to  deny  vigoroufly 
that  the  queftion  may  reraairij  why  was  the  o! 
'miniftry  changed,  which  they  urge  dti  withoi 
ceafing,  as  if  no  occalion  in  the  lead  had  be^ 
given ;  but  that  all  were  owing  to  the  infiiiUati<» 
of  crafty  men,  praftifing  upon  the  weaknefsof  s 
eafy  prince :  I  ihall  therefore  offer,  among  a  hui 
dredy  one  reafon  for  this  change,  which  I  thiz 
would  juftify  any  monarch,  who  ever  reigned,  f 
the  like  proceeding. 

It  is  notorious  enough,  how  highly  princes  ha 

been  blamed  in  the  hiflories  of  all  countries,  pan 

cularly  of  our  own,  upon  the  account  of  their  n 

nions ;  who  have  been  ever  jufUy  odious  to  the  pc 

pie  for  their  infolence  and  avarice,  and  engroffii 

the  favours  of  their  maflers*    Whoever  has  be 

the  leafl  converfant  in  the  Englifh  flory,  cam 

but  have  heard  of  Gavefton,   the  Spencers,  a 

fome  others ;   who,    by  the  excefs  and  abufe 

their  power,  coft  the  princes  they  ferved,  or 

ther  governed,  their  crowns  and  lives.     Howcv 

in  the  cafe  of  minions,  it  muft  at  leafl  be  ackno 

ledged,  that  the  prince  is  pleafed  and  happy, 

though  his  fubjedts  be  aggrieved ;  and  he  has  1 

plea  of  friendship  to  excufe  bim,  which  is  a  c 

pofition  of  generous  minds.  Befides,  a  wife  mink 

although   he    be    haughty    to    others,    is  hu 

ble  and  infinuating  to  his  mafter,   and  cultiva 

his  favour  by  obedience  and  refpeft.     But  our  n 

fortune  has  been. a  great  deal  worfe  ;  we  have  i 

fered  for  fbme  years  under  the  oppreflion,  the  2 
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tice,  and  infolenceof  thofe,  for  whom  the  Queen 
had  neither  eftecm  nor  frlendfliip;  who  rather 
feemed  to  fnatch  their  own  dues,  than  receive  the 
favour  of  their  fbvercign  ;  and  were  fo  far  from  re- 
turning refpeft,  that  they  forgdt  common  good- 
manners.  They  impofed  on  their  prince,  by  ur- 
ging the  necefRty  of  affiiirs  of  their  own  creating  : 
they  firft  raifed  difficulties,  and  then  offered  them 
as  arguments  to  keep  themfelves  in  powen  They 
United  themfelves,  ^gainft  nature  and  principle,  to 
a  party  they  had  always  abhorred,  and  which  was 
how  content  to  come  in  upon  any  terms,  leaving 
them  and  thcii"  creatures  in  full  poffefllon  of  the 
court :  then  they  urged  the  formidable  ftrength  of 
that  party,  and  the  dangers  which  muft  follow  by 
difobliging  it.  So  that  it  fecms  almoft  a  miracle, 
how  a  princefs,  thus  bcfieged  on  all  fides,  could 
alone  have  courage  and  prudence  enough  to  extri- 
cate herfelfi 

And  indeed  there  is  a  point  of  hiftory  relating  to 

this  matter^  which  well  deferves  to  be  confidercd. 

When  her  majefty  came  to  the  crown,  flie  took 

into  favour  and  employment  (everal  pcrfons,  who 

wereefteemed  the  bclT:  triends  of  the  old  conflitu- 

tion ;  among  whom  none  were   reckoned  farthei 

gone  in  the  higli-church   principle. 3  (as   they  arc 

ulually  called)  than  two  or  three  who  \\?A  at  that 

time  moft  credit ;  and  ever  lince,  until  within  thele 

'  few  months,  pofleffedall  power  at  court.     So  that 

i  the  firft  umbrage   given   to   the  whigs,  and  the 

^  pretences  for  clamouring  againft  France  and  the  pre- 

>     VoL.IlL  L  tender, 
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tender,  K\Tre  derived  from  them.  And  I  believe -^3 
nothing  appeared  then  more  unlikely,  than  thatrra* 
Inch  different  opinions  Ihould  ever  incorporate;^ 
that  party  having,  upon  former  occafions,  trcatc(lE-> 
thofe  very  perfons  with  enmity  enough.  But  fome:^L» 
lords  then  about  court,  and  in  the  Queen's  goodE^  4 
graces,  not  able  to  endure  thofe  growing  impofi— _fi 
tions  upon  the  prince  and  people,  prefumed  to  in^  .^ 
terpofc  ;  and  were  confequently  foon  removed  anc^  c 
difg raced.  However,  when  a  moft  exorbitant  gran  jar\\ 
was  propofed,  antecedent  to  any  vifible  merit,  L^EjI 
mifenrried  in  parliament,  for  want  of  being  fccond-^B- 
ed  by  thofe  who  had  moft  credit  in  the  houfe  ;  an^  J 
who,  having  always  oppofcd  the  like  excefles  in  a 
former  reign,  thought  it  their  duty  to  do  fo  ftill,  t-  0 
ihew  the    world  that  the  diflike  was  not  again^Eft 

perfons,    but  things.     But   this  was  to  crofs  tli ^ 

oligarchy  in  the   tendercft   point ;    a  point  whici— i 
outweighed  all  confiderations  of  duty  and  gratitudlll-C 
to  their  prince,  or  regard  to  the  conftltution  :  an     -^ 
thcretbrc,  after   having  in  lc\  eral  private  nicetin^^s 
concerted   meal'ures  with  their  old  enemies,    an-   ^ 
<;raiired  n>  well  as  received  conditions  ;  they  bega    ^^ 
ro  change  their  llyle  and  their  countenance,  andc^^ 
pvii  iL  a>  a  maxim  in  the  mouths  of  their  emiflarie^^» 
trv.it  E:ii;hiiid  mull  he  favcd  by  whigs.    This  unn^*-^ 
tuiai    i'JcUiue   wai?  afterwards  cultivated  bv  anothc^^^ 
Ineicieiit,  1  nr:;in  the  i£t  of  fecurity,  and  the  coi:^^'^ 
i'.\{iienee.-  of  it,  wliieii  every  body  knows  ;  whe      ^^ 
(ii.»  uk   r!ic  Words  of  «\v  correfpondcnt  *)  the  ic:^'' 

^  l.ciuf  ;»>.!. '^  Examiner. 

vercig""-""'* 
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vereigii  authority  was  parceled  out  among  tlie  fac- 
tion, and  made  the  purchafe  of  indemnity  for  an 
offending  minifter.  Thiis  the  union  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  improved  that  hetween  the  miniftry 
and  the  junto  ;  which  was  afterwards  cemented  by 
their  mutual  danger  in  that  fiorm  theV  fo  narrow* 
ly  efcaped  about  three  years  ago,  but  however  wa3 
not  quite  perfefted  till  prince  George's  *  death  j. 
and  then  they  went  lovingly  on  together,  both  fa- 
tisfied  with  their  feveral  (hares,  and  at  full  liberty 
to  gratify  their  predominant  inclinations  ;  the  firftj 
their  avarice  and  ambition  ;  the  other,  their  mo- 
dels of  innovation  in  church  and  ftate. 

Therefore,  whoever  thinks  fit  to  revive  that  baf- 
fled queftionj  why  was  the  late  miniftry  changed^ 
may  receive  the  following  anfwer ;  that  it  was  be- 
come neceflary,  by  the  irlfolcnce  and  avarice  of  fomc 
about  the  Queen,  who,  In  order  to  perpetuate 
their  tyranny,  had  made  a  monftrous  alliance  with 
thofe  who  profels  principles  deftru6^ive  to  our  re- 
ligion and  govcrnrrient.  If  this  will  not  fuffice, 
let  htm  niake  an  abftrclft  of  all  the  abufcs  I  have 
mentioned  in  my  former  papers,  and  view  them  to- 
gether ;  after  which,  if  lie  ftiil  remain  uiifatistied, 
let  him  fufpend  his  opinion  a  few  weeks  longer. 
Although,  after  all,  I  think  the  qucftion  as  trlrllni^ 
las  that  of  the  papiils,  when  tliL-y  aik  us,  wli;*re 
was  our  religion  before  Luther  r  And  indeed  the 
miniftry  was  changed  for  th:-^  b.iae  rcp.lons  that  rcr- 
ligioii  was  reformed;  beciHil/ a  thoufind  coriup- 

*  Prihcc  George  of  Denmark,  lu;?jtr.J.  lo  ihc  r;  :ccn. 

L  a  ticr*^ 
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tions  had  crept  into  the  difciprine  and  doftrine  of 
the  ftate,  by  the  pride,  the  avarice,  the  fraud,  and 
the  ambition  of  thofe,  who  adminiftercd  to  us  in 
lecular  affairs. 

I  heard  myfclf  cenfured  the  other  day  in  a  cof- 
fee-houfe,  for  feeming  to  glance  in  the  letter  to 
Crafllis  againft  a  great  man,  who  is  ftill  in  employ- 
ment, and  likely  to  continue  fo.  What  if  I  had 
really  intended  that  fuch  an  application  fhould  be 
given  it  ?  I  cannot  perceive  how  I  could  be  juftly 
blamed  for  fo  gentle  a  reproof.  If  I  faw  a  hand- 
fome  young  fellow  going  to  a  ball  at  court,  with  a 
great  fmut  upon  his  fxce;  could  he  take  it  ill  in 
me  to  point  out  the  place,  and  defire  him,  with 
abundance  of  good  words,  to  pull  out  his  handker- 
chief and  wipe  it  off";  or  bring  him  to  a  glafs, 
where  he  might  plainly  fee  it  witli  his  own  eyes  ? 
Does  any  man  think  I  (hall  fuffer  my  pen  to  in- 
veigh againft  vices,  only  becaufe  they  are  charged 
upon  perfons  who  arc  no  longer  in  power  ?  Every 
body  knows,  that  certain  vices  are  more  or  lefs  per- 
nicious, according  to  the  ftations  of  thofe  who  pof- 
fefs  them.  For  example,  lewdnefs  and  intemper- 
ance are  not  of  fo  bad  confequences  in  a  town-rake^ 
as  in  a  divine  ;  cowardice  in  a  lawyer,  is  more  fup- 
portable  than  in  an  officer  of  the  army.  If  I  fliould 
find  fault  with  an  admiral  becaufe  he  wanted  polite- 
nefs,  or  an  alderman  for  not  underftanding  Greek ; 
that  indeed  would  be  to  go  out  of  the  way  for  oc- 
cafion  of  quarreling.  But  exceffive  avarice  in  a  ge- 
neral is,  I  think,  the  greateft  defefl  he  can  be  li- 
able to  next  to  the  want  of  courage  and  condufl:  ; 

and 
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and  may  be  attended  with  the  moft  ruinous  con- 
fequences,  as  it  was  in  Craflus,  who  to  that 
vice  alone  owed  the  deftrudlion  of  himfelf  and 
his  army.  It  is  the  fame  thing  in  praifing  mens 
excellencies :  which  are  more  or  lefs  valuable,  as 
the  perfon  you  commend  has  occafion  to  employ 
them,  A  man  may  perhaps  mean  honeftly ;  yet, 
if  he  be  not  able  to  fpell,  he  (hall  never  have  my 
vote  to  be  a  fecretary.  Another  may  have  wit  and 
learning,  in  a  poft,  where  honefty  with  plain  com- 
mon fenfe  are  of  much  more  ufe.  You  may  praifc 
a  ibldier  for  his  Ikill  at  chefs,  becaufe  it  is  faid  to 
be  a  military  game,  and  the  emblem  of  drawing  up 
an  army  ;  but  this  to  a  treafurer  would  be  no  more 
a  compliment,  than  if  you  called  him  a  gamefter 
or  a  jockey. 

P.  S.  I  have  received  a  letter  relating  to  Mr, 
Greenftiields ;  the  perfon  that  fent  it  may 
know,  that  I  will  fay  fomething  to  it  in  the 
next  paper. 

NUMBER    XXX. 

Thurfday,   February  21,   1710-ir* 

^ae enim domus tamfiahilisy  rjuae tamfirma  ckitas ejty  qita^ 
non  adiis  atque  dijfidiis  fumiitus  pojfit  everti  ? 

What  family  fo  eflablifhed,  what  fociety  fo  firmly  unit- 
ed, that  it  cannot  be  broken  and  difloved  by  incelline 
quarrels  and  divifions  ? 

IF  we  examine  what  foclcties  of  men  are  in  c'o- 
feft   union  among  tliemlelves,    we   (hill   fin ! 
them  either  to  be  thofe  who  are  ervgagcd  in  loni 
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evil  defign,  or  who  labour  under  one  common  mi 
fortune.  Thus  the  troops  of  banditti  hi  (ever 
countries  abroad,  the  knots  of  highwaymen  in  o' 
own  nation,  the  feveral  tribes  pf  Iharpers,  thieve 
and  pick-pockets,  with  many  others,  are  fo  firr 
Jy  knit  together,  that  nothing  is  more  diffici 
than  to  break  or  diflblve  their  feveral  gangs: 
likewise  thole  w^ho  are  fello\y-fufFerers  under  ai 
misfortune,  whether  it  be  in  reality  or  opinion,  i 
ufually  contrafted  into  a  very  ftrift  union  ;  as  y 
may  obferve  in  the  papifts  throughout  this  kin 
dom,  under  thofe  real  difficulties  which  are  jufl 
.put  on  them;  and  in  the  feveral  fchifms  of  pn 
byterians,  and  other  fe£ts,  under  that  grievous  p 
fecution  of  the  modern  khid,  called  want  of  pow 
And  the  reafoii  why  fuch  confederacies  are  kc 
fo  facred  and  inviolatjle,  is  very  plain  ;  becaufe, 
each  pf  thofe  cafc$  1  have  pientioned,  the  wb 
body  Is  moved  by  one  fpirit  in  purfuit  of  one  ger 
ral  end,  and  the  intercft  of  individuals  is  not  cd 
fed  by  each  other,  or  by  the  whole. 

Now  both  thefe  motives  are  jpined  to  unite  t 
high-flying  whigs  at  prcfcnt :  they  have  been  ; 
ways  engaged  in  an  evil  defign,  and  of  late  th 
ar:;  fafter  riveted  by /hat  terrible  calamity,  the  h 
of  power.  So  that  whatever  defigns  a  mifchievc 
crew  of  dark  confederates  may  poflibly  entertai 
who  will  flop  at  no  means  to  compafs  then),  m 
be  jullly  apprehended  from  thefe. 

On  the  other  fide,  thofe  who  wifh  well  to  t 
publick,  and  would  gladly  contribute  to  its  fi 
v:c?,  r.r^  apf  to  diner  in  their  opinions  about  tl 

metho 
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ix^cthods  of  promoting  it :  aud  when   ihcir  party 
flouriflies,  arc  rometimcs  envious  at  tliofc  in  power; 
ready   to    over-value   their    own    merit,    and  be 
impatient  until  it  be  rewarded  by  the  meafurc  thty 
K  ave  prefcribed  for  thcmfclvcs.     There  is  a  farther 
topick  of  contention,  which  a   ruling  party  is  apt 
to  fall  into,  in   relation  to    retrofpcftions,  and  en- 
ijulry  into  paft   mifcarriagcs  ;     wherein  Ibnie   are 
thought  too  warm  and  zealous,  others  too  cool  and 
remifbj  while  in  the   mean   time   thcle  divifions 
•are  induftrioufly  fomented  by  the  dilcarded  fa^lion  ; 
\vliich,  although  it  be  an  old  praftice,  has  been 
inucl]  improved  in  the  fchools  of  the  jcfults  ;  who, 
^vhen  they  defpaircd  of  pcrvertuig  this  nation  to 
popery,  by  arguments  or  plots  againft  the  ftate, 
ient  their  emiffaries  to  fubdivide  us  into  fchifms. 
And  this  expedient  is  now,  with  great  propriety, 
taken  up  by  our  men  of  incenfed  moderation  ;  be- 
c*aufe  they  fuppofe  themfelvcs  able  to  attack  the 
nrrongeft  of  our  fubdivifions,  and  to  fubdue  us  one 
^  tier  another.     Nothing  better  refcmbles  this  pro- 
ceeding, than  that  famous  combat  between  the  tlo- 
^AtW  and  Curiatii ;  where,    two  of  the  former  be- 
*^ig killed,  the  third,  who  remained  entire  and  un* 
^«^uched,  w^as  able  to  kill  his  tliree  wounded  advcr- 

*  ^ries,   after  he  had  divided  them  by  a  ftratagem, 

*  well  know  with  how  tender  a  hand  all  this  (hould 
^^  touched  ;  yet  at  the  fame  time  I  think  it  mv 
^^'Uty  to  warn  the  friends,  as  well  as  expofe  the  enc- 
*^^ies  of  the  public  weal ;  and  to  begin  preaching  up 
'^nion,  upon  the  firlt  lufpicion  that  any  rteps  arc 
*^nJc  to  difturb  it. 

L  4  ^wt 
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But  the  two  chief  fubjefts  of  difcontent,  which, 
upon  moft  great  changes  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs,  are  apt  to  breed  differences  among 
thofe  who  are  in  pofleflion,  are  what  I  have  juft 
now  mentioned  ;  a  defire  of  punifhing  the  corrup- 
tion of  former  managers;  and  rewarding  merit 
among  thofe  who  have  been  any  way  inftrumental 
or  confenting  to  the  change.  The  firft  of  thefe  is 
a  point  fo  nice,  that  I  (hall  purpofely  wave  it :  but 
the  Jatter  I  take  to  fall  properly  within  my  diftridl. 
By  merit,  I  here  underftand  that  value  which  every 
man  puts  upon  his  own  defervings  from  the  pub- 
lick.  And  I  believe,  there  could  not  be  a  more 
difficult  employment  found  out,  than  that  of  pay- 
mafter-general  to  this  fort  of  merit ;  or  a  more 
noify,  crowded  place,  than  a  court  of  judicature 
ereftcd  to  fettle  and  adjuft  every  man's  claim  upon 
that  article.  I  imagine,  if  this  had  fallen  into  the 
fancy  of  the  ancient  poets,  they  would  have  dref- 
fed  it  up  after  their  manner  into  an  agreeable  fic-s 
tion  ;  and  given  us-  a  genealogy  and  defcription  of 
merit,  perhaps  not  very  different  from  that  which 
follows. 

A  poetical  genealogy  and  defcription  of  ME^RIT- 

"  That  true  Merit  was  the  fon  of  Virtue  and 
**  Honour  ;  but  that  there  was  likcwifc  a  fpurioua 
*'  child,  who  ufurped  the  name,  and  whofe  parents 
**  were  Vanity  and  Impudence.  That  at  a  diftance 
**  there  was  a  great  refemblance  between  them,  and 
**  they  were  often  naiftaken  for  each  other.     That 

"  the 
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•*  the   baflard  iflue  had  a  loud  flirill  voice,  which 

**   was  perpetually  employed  in  cravings  and  com^ 

^*  plaints  ;  while  the  other  never  fpoke  louder  than 

**  a  whifper,  and  was  often  fo  bafhful  that  he  could 

**   not  fpeak  at  all.    That  in  all  great  aflemblies  tlie 

**  falfe  Merit  would  ftcp  before  the  true,  and  ftand 

**  juft  hi  his  way;    was  conftantly   at  court,    or 

**    great  mens  levees,  or  whifpering  in  fome  mini-' 

*'  fter's  ear.      That  the  more   you   fed  him,  the 

*^    more  hungry  and  importunate  he  grew.     That 

**  Ke  often  pafled  for  the  true  fon  of  Virtue  and 

•*  Honour,    and    the   genuine,    for  an   impoftor, 

**  That  he  was  born  diftorted  and  a  dwarf,  but  by 

**  force  of  art  appeared  of  handfomc  (hape,    and 

**  taller  than  the  ufual  fize;  and  that  none  but 

**  thole  who  were  wife  and  good,  as  well  as  vigilant, 

**  could  difcover  his  llttlenefs  or  deformity.     That 

^*  the  true  Merit  had  been  often  forced  to  the  in-i 

**  dignity  of  applying  to  the  falfe,  for  his  credit 

*  *  with  thofe  in  power,  and  to  krep  himfelf  from 

**  ftarvlng.     That  falfe  Merit  ;fiUtd  the  anti-cham- 

**  bers  with  a  crew  of  his  dependents  and  creatures, 

**  fuch  as  projedlors,  Ichematifts,  occalional  con- 

**  Verts  to  a  party,  proftltute  flatterers,  ftnrvcUng 

**  writers,  buffoons,  Ihallow  pohticians,  empty  ora- 

*'  tors,  and  the  like  ;  wlio  all  owned  him  for  their 

**  patron,  and  he  grew  difcoutented  if  they  were 

**  not  immediately  fed." 

This  metaphorical  defcription  of  falfc  Merit  is, 
-^  doubt,  calculated  for  moft  countries  in  Chriiten- 
^orn ;  as  to  our  own,  I  believe  it  may  be  faid,  with  a 
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fufficient  referve  of  charity,  that  we  are  fully  abl 
reward  every  man  among  us  according  to  his  real 
fervings  :  and  1  think  I  may  add,  without  lliipii 
of  flattery,  that  never  any  prince  had  a  mini 
with  a  better  judgement  to  diftinguifh  between  1 
and  real  merit,  than  that  which  is  now  at 
helm;  or  whofe  inclination,  as  well  as  intei 
was  gr^atier  to  encourage  the  latter.  And  it  oi: 
to  be;  obferved,  that  thofe  great  and  excellent 
fons  we  fee  at  the  head  of  aftairs,  are  of  the  que 
own  perfonal,  voluntary  choice  ;  not  forced  u 
lier  by  any  infolent,  over-grown  favourite,  or 
the  pretended  neceility  of  complying  with  an 
rulyhiclion. 

Yet  thefe  arc  tlic  perfons  whom  thofe  fcan 
to  the  prels,  in  their  daily  pamphlets  and  paj 
openly  revile  at  fo  ignominious^  a  rate,  as  I  be] 
was  never  tolerated  before  under  any  governn: 
For  furcly  no  lawful  power  derived  from  a  pr 
fhould  be  fo  far  atfroiitc^d,  as  to  leave  thofjf  whc 
in  authority  expofed  to  every  fcurrilous  libe] 
becaufe  in  thi  •  point  1  make  a  mighty  dittcr 
between  thofe  who  arc  in,  and  thole  who  arc 
of  power;  not  upon  any  regard  to  their  [v.rl 
but  the  ftarions  they  are  placed  in  by  the  fovcre 
And  if  my  diftindlion  be  right,  1  think  I  m 
appeal  to  any  man,  whether  if  a  ftvanger  wej 
read  the  inveclives  which  are  daily  publifhcd  ag; 
the  prcfent  miniftry,  and  the  outrageous  fur 
the  authors  againft  me  for  cenfuring  the  laft ; 
would  not  conclude  the  whiir??  to  he  at  this ! 
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in  full  poffcflion  of  power  and  favour,  and  the  to- 
nes entirely  at  mercy.     But  all  this  now  ceafcs  to 
be  a  wonder;  fnice  the  queen  herfelf  is  no  longer 
fpared  ;  witnefs  the  lihel  publiflied  ibme  days  ago, 
under  the  title  of  "  A  letter  to  Sir  Jacob  Banks," 
Vfhere   the   refledlions  upon    her   facrcd    majefty, 
are  much  more  plain  and  direct,    than  ever  the 
Examiner  thought  fit  to  publifh,  againft  the  moft 
obnoxious  perfons  in  a  miniftry,  difcardcd  for  en- 
deavouring the  ruin  of  their  prince  and  country. 
Caefar  indeed  threatened  to  hang  the  pirates  for 
prefuming  to  difturb  him,  while  he  was  their  pri- 
foner  aboard  their  fhip :     But  it  was  Casfar  who 
did  fo,  and  he  did  it  to  a  crew  of  public  robbers  ; 
and  it  became  the  greatnefs  of  his  fpirit,  for  he 
lived  to  execute  w^hat  he  had  threatened.     Had 
they  been  in   his  power  and  fent  fuch  a  meflage, 
it  could  be  imputed  to  nothing  but  the  extremes  of 
impudence,  folly,  or  madnefs. 

I  had  a  letter  laft  week  relating  to  Mr.  Green- 
fields, an  epifcopal  clergyman  of  Scotland ;  and 
the  writer  fecms  to  be  a  gentleman  of  that  pjtrt  of 
Britain.  I  remember  formerly  to  have  read  a  print- 
pi  account  of  Mr.  Grccnfliield's  cafe,  who  has  been 
profecuted  and  filenced,  for  no  other  reafon  be- 
fide  reading  divine  fervice  after  the  manner  of  the 
church  of  England  to  his  own  congregation,  who 
defired  it ;  though,  as  the  gentleman  who  writes 
to  me  fnys,  there  is  no  law  in  Scotland  againft 
Jhofe  meetings  ;  and  he  adds,  that  the  fentence 
pronouqced  againft  Mr.  Greenfliields  will  foon   be 
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affirmed,  if  fome  care  be  not  taken  to  prevent  x 
I  am  altogether  uninformed  in  the  particulars    c 
this  cafe,  and  befides,  to  treat  it  juftly  would  ac 
come  within  the  compafs  of  my  paper ;  therefon 
I  could  wifh  the  gentleman  would  undertake  it  ii: 
a   difcourfe  by  itfelf ;  and  I  fliould   be  glad    he 
would  inform  the  publick  in  one  faft;  whether 
epifcopal  aflemblies  are  freely  allowed  in  Scotland  ? 
It  is  notorious,  that  abundance  of  their  clergy  fled 
from  thence  fome  years  ago  into  England  and  Ire- 
land, as  from  a  perfecution ;  but  it  was  alledged 
by  their  enemies,   that  they  refufed  to  take  the 
oaths  to  the  government,   which  however  none  oU 
them  fcrupled  when  they  came  among  us.     It  ia 
ibmewhat  extraordinary  to  fee  our  whigs  and  fana^ 
ticks  keep  fuch  a  ftir  about  the  facred  aft  of  to- 
leration,  while  their  brethren   will   not   allow  a 
connivance  in  fo  near  a  neighbourhood  ;  efpecially 
if  what  the  gentleman  infifts  on  in  his  letter  be' 
true,  that  nine  parts  in  ten  of  the  nobility  afli 
gentry,  and  two  in  three  of  the  commons,  are  ejnf* 
copal ;  of  which,  one  argument  he  offers  is,  the 
prefent  choice  of  their  reprefentatives  in  both  houf- 
es,  though  oppofed  to  the  utmoft  by  the  preach- 
ings, threatenings,    and  anathemas  of  the  kirk*' 
Such  ufagc  to  a  majority  may,  as  he  thinks,  b« 
of  dangerous  confequence;    and  I  entirely  agree 
with  him.     If  thefe  be  the  principles  of  the  high*^'' 
kirk,    God   preferve,    at  leaft  the  fouthern  part^ 
from   their  tyranny. 

7  NUM- 


31.        THEEXAMINER,  15; 

NUMBER    XXXL 
,^  Thurfday,  March  8,  i7io-ii» 

— —  Gayrli  aniles 
Ex  re  fabellas. 

Never  fails 

3  chear  our  converfe  with  his  pithy  tales. 

lad  laft  week  fent  me,  by  an  unknown  hand^ 
}  pailage  out  of  Plato,  with  fome  hints  how  to 
y  it.  That  author  puts  a  fable  into  the  mouth 
Vriftophanes,  with  an  account  of  the  original 
>ve :    that  mankind  was  at  firft  created  with 

arms  and  legs,  and  all  other  parts  double  to 
t  they  are  now ;  till  Jupiter,  as  a  punifliment 
lis  fins,  cleft  him  in  two  with  a  thunderbolt ; 
5  which  time  we  are  always  looking  out  for 
other  half;  and  this  is  the  caufe  of  love. 
Jupiter  threatened,  that  if  they  did  not  mend 
:  manners,  he  would  give  them  t'other  flit,  and 
fthem  to  hop  about  in  the  fliape  of  figures  in 

relievo.  The  efFeft  of  this  laft  threatening, 
correfpondent  imagines,  is  now  come  to  pafs  ; 
that  as  the  firft  fplitting  was  the  original  of 
J  by  inclining  us  to  fearch  for  pur  other  half; 
ic  fecond  was  the  caufe  of  hatred,  by  prompt- 
us  to  fly  from  our  other  fide,  and  dividing 
fame  body  into  two,  gave  each  flice  the  name 
I  party, 

I  ap- 
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I  approve  the  fable  and  application,  with  tills 
refinement  upon  it :  for  parties  do  not  only  fplita 
nation,   but  every  individual  among  them,  leaving 
each  but  half  tlieir  ftrength,  and  wit,  and  honefty, 
and  good  nature;  but  one  eye  and  ear  for  their  fight 
and  hearing,  and  equally  lopping  the  reft  of  the 
fenfes.     Where  parties  are  pretty  equal  in  a  ftate^ 
no  man  can  perceive  one  bad  quality  in  his  own,  or 
good  one  in  his  adverfaries.  Befides,  party  being  a  dry 
difagreeablc  fubjcft,  it  renders  converfation  inirpid 
or  four,  and  confines  invention.  I  fpeak  not  hereof 
the  leaders,  but  the  infignificant  crowd  of  followers 
in  a  party,  who  have  been  the  inftruments  of  mixing 
it  in  every  condition  andclrcumftance  of  life.  As  tho 
zealots  among  the  Jews,  bound  the  law  about  their 
foreheads,  and  wrills,   and  hems  of  their  garments, 
fo  the  women  among  us,  hav^e  got  the  diftinguiftiing 
marks  of  party  in  their  mufts»  their  fans,  and  their 
furbelows.     The  whig  ladies  put  on  their  patches 
in  a  ditTerent  manner  from  the  tories.     They  have 
made  fchifms  in  the  play-houfc,    and  each   have 
their  particular  fides  at  the  opera  :   and  when   i 
man  changes  his  party,  he  maift  infallibly  count 
upon  the  lofs  of  his  miftrefs.    I  alked  a  gentleman 
the  other  day,  how  he  liked  fuch  a  lady  ?  But  he 
would  not  give  me  his  opinion,  till  I  had  nnfwercd 
him  whether  fhe  were  a  whig  or  a  tory.  Mr.  — — -, 
fincc  he  is  known  to   vifit  the  prefent  miniftrjr, 
and  lay  fome    time  under  a  fufpiciou  of  writing 
the  Examiner,  is  no  longer  a  man  of  wit ;  his  very 
poems   have  contracted  a  ftupidity,    many  yeart 

after  they  were  printed. 

Having 
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Having  lately  ventured  upon  a  metaphorical  ge- 
nealogy of  Merit,  I  thought  it  would  be  proper  to 
add  another  of  Party,  or  rather  of  Fadlion  (to  avoid 
mvftake)  not  telling  the  reader  whether  it  be  my 
own  or  a  quotation,  till  I  know  how  it  is  ajjpmved. 
But  whether  I  read,  or  dreamed  it,  the  fable  is  as 
I   follows : 


•'  LIBERTY,  the  daughter  of  Oppreflion,  af- 
"  ter  having  brought  forth  feveral  fair  children,  as 
"  Riches,  Arts,  Learning,  Tradei  and  many  others, 
"  was  at  laft  delivered  of  her  youngeft  daughter, 
."  called  Faction  ;  whom  Juno,  doing  the  office 
"  of  the  midwife,  diftorted  in  its  birth  out  of  envy 
"  to  the  mother,  whence  it  derived  its  peevifhnefs 
"  and  fickly  conftitution.  However,  as  it  is  often 
"  the  nature  of  parents  to  grow  mod:  fond  of  their 
^*  youngeft  and  difagreeableft  *  children,  fo  it  hap- 
"  pened  with  Liberty ;  who  doated  on  this  daugh- 
"  ter  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  by  her  good  will  fhe 
"would  never  fuffer  the  girl  to  be  out  of  her 
•*  fight.  As  mifs  Faction  grew  up,  Ihe  became 
**fo  termagant  and  froward,  that  there  was  no 
*' enduring  her  any  longer  in  Heaven.  Jupiter 
"  gave  her  warning  to  be  gone  ;  and  her  mother, 
"  rather  than  forfake  her,  took  the  whole  tamily 
"  down  to  earth.  She  landed  ifirft  in  Greece ;  was 
^,  "expelled  by  degrees  through  all  the  cities  by  her 
■-  *•  daughter*s  ill  condud  :   fled  afterwards  to  Italy, 


*  T^ifagrttablcjl — has  a  bad  found  ;  it  flioulil  !^e  mofi  difigrccablc  :  Po-  ] 
'  Jffyllablp?)  in  general,  (hould  hav«  their  degrees  of  coroparir.n  formed  by, 
r  and  m^L 

*'  and 
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**  and  being  banifhed  thence^  took  flicker 

"  the  Goths,  with  whom  (he  pafled  into  mo 

**  of  Europe ;  but,  being  driven  out  every 

«<  fhe  began  tolole  efteem,  and  her  daughter' 

"  were  imputed  to  herfclf :  fo   that  at  th. 

*'  fhe  has  hardly  a  place  in  the  world  to  re 

*'  One  would  wonder  what  flrange  qualiti 

"  daughter  mnaft  poflefs,  fufficient  to  blaft 

■**  fluence  of  lb  divine  a  mother,  and  the  reft 

**  children.     She  "always  afte£lcd  to  keep  me 

"  fcandalous  company;  valuing' nobody  but 

'*  they  agreed  with  her  in  every  capricious  c 

*'  fhe  thought  fit  to  take  up  ;  and  rigoroufly 

••  ing  compliance^  though  Ihe  changed  her 

**  ments  ever  fo  often.  Her  great  employmei 

**  to  breed  difcord  among  friends  and  rclatioi 

*'  make  up  monflrous  alliances  between  thofe 

*'  difpofitions  leaft  refembled  each  otlier.    W 

"  offered  fo  contradift  her,  though  in  the  m 

**  fignificant  trifle,  Ihe  would  be  furc  to  difli 

*•  by    fome    ignominious    appellation,    and 

•*  them  to  have  neither  honour,  wit,  beauty, 

"  Ing,  honefly,  or  common  fenfe.     She  in 

•*  into    all   companies    at    tha  mofl  unfeaf 

"  times ;    mixed  at  balls,    afleniblics,    and 

"  parties  of  pleafure,    haunted  every  coffee 

•*  and  bookfcller's  (hop,  and  by  her  perpetua 

"  ing  filled  all  places  with  diilurbance  and  i 

•Vfion:  (he  buzzed  about  the  merchant  in  t 

**  change,  the  divine  in  his  pulpit,  and  the 

•**  keeper  behind  his  counter.     Above  all,  fh 

**  quented  public  aflfemblics,  where  fhe  fat 
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ihape  of  an  obfcene,    ominous   bird,  ready  to 
prompt  her  friends  as  they  fpoke/* 

If  I  underftand  this  fable  of  Faction  right,  it 
.ight  to  be  appHed  to  thofe  who  fet  themfelve.s  up 
jainft  the  true  intereft  and  conftitution  of  their 
>untry ;  which  I  wifti  the  undertakers  for  the  late 
limftry  would  pleafeto  take  notice  of,  or  tell  us 
y  what  figure  of  fpeech  they  pretend  to  call  fo 
i:cat  and  unforced  a  majority,  with  the  queen  at 
tieir  head,  by  the  name  of  the  fiiftion  ;  which  is 
lot  unlike  the  phrafe  of  the  nonjurors,  who,  dig- 
lifying  one  or  two  deprived  bifhops,  and  half  a 
fcore  clergymen  of  the  fame  ftamp,  with  the  title 
of  the  church  of  England,  exclude  all  the  reft  as 
fchifmatick*  ;  or  like  the  prefbyterlans  laying  the 
fameaccufation,  with  equal  juftice,  againft  the  dlab- 
liflied  religion. 

And  here  it  may  be  worth  enquiring,  what  are 
the  true '  charafterifticks  of  a  faftion  ;  or  how  it  is 
to  be  diftinguiftied  from  that  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple who  are  friends  to  the  conftitution  ?  The  heads 
of  a  faftion  are  ufually  a  fct  of  upllarts,  or  men 
milled  in  their  fortunes,  whom  fome  great  change 
in  a  government  did  at  firil  out  of  their  oblcurity 
produce  upon  the  ftage.  They  afloLiatc  themfelvci 
with  thole  who  diflike  the  okl  eflablilhment,  reli- 
gbus  and  civil.  They  are  full  of  new  fchemes  in 
politicks  and  divinity ;  they  have  an  incurable  ha- 
tred againft  the  old  nobility,  and  ftrengthftn  their 
party  by  dependants  raifcd  from  the  loweft  of  the 
fcople.  They  have  feveral  wavs  of  working  them- 

VoL.IIL  M'  felves 
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felves  into  power  ;  but  they  are  fure  to  be  callec: 
tvheri  a  corrupt  adrniiiiftration  wants  to  be  fuppor^ 
ed,  againft  thofe  who  are  endeavouring  at  a  refo   - 
matlon  ;  and  they  firmly  obferve  that  celebrate 
maxinij  of  preferving  power  by  the  fame  arts  9 
which  it  is  attained.     They  act  with  the  fpirit 
thofe  who  believe  their  time  is  but  (hort ;  and  thoa 
firft  care  is,  to  heap  up  immenfe  riches  at  the  piJK. 
lie  expence ;  in  which  they  have  two  ends  belt 
that  common  one  df  infatiable  avarice,  which  a  :^ 
to   make  themfelves  neceflary,  and    to  keep  trl 
commonwealth  in  dependence.     Thus  they  hope 
compafs  their  defign,  which  is,  inftead  p{  fitti  « 
their  principles  to  the  conftitution,  to  alter  and  ;m^' 
juft  the  conflitutioii  to  their  own  pernicious  prL  J 
ciples.  • 

It  is  eafy  determhiing  by  this  teft,  to  which  li  ^ 
the  nartie  of  fadlion  nioft  properly  belongs.  3 ' 
however,  I  will  give  them  any  fyftem  of  law  or  C< 
gal  governmeht,  from  William  the  Conquerojr  1 
this  prefent  time,  to  try  whether  they  can  tally" 
with  their  late  models ;  excepting  only  that  ^ 
Cromwell,  whom  perhaps  they  will  reckoa  foir  • 
iHonarch; 

If  the  prefent  miniftry,  and  fo  great  a  majority 
in  the  parliament  and  kingdom,  be  only  a  fsiQioVi 
it  muft  appear  by  fome  aftions  which  anfwer  the 
idea  we  ufually  conceive  from  that  word.  Have 
they  abufcd  the  prerogative  of  the  prince,  or  in* 
vaded  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjefl  ?  hi^ 
they  offered  at  aiiy  dangerous  innovations  in  churd 
orftate  ?  have  they  broached  any  dodrine  of  hcreiy 
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ibellion,  or  tyranny  ?  have  aijy  of  them  treated 
beir  fovereign  with  infdlence,  ingroffed  and  fold 
11  her  favours,  or  deceived  her  by  bafe,  grofs 
lifreprefentations  of  her  nioft  faithful  fervants  ? 
^hefe  are  the  arts  df  a  faftion,  and  whoever  has 
HKftifed  theni,  they  arid  their  followers  muft  take 
p  with  the  name. 

It  is  ufually  reckoned  a  whijg  principle  to  appeal  to 
he  people  ;  but  that  is  only  when  they  have  been 
>  wife  as  to  poifon  their  underftandiilgs  bcforc- 
and.  Will  they  now  ftand  to  this  appeal,  and  be 
etermined  by  their  voxpopuli^  to  which  fide  their 
ide  of  faction  belongs  ?  And  that  the  people  are 
ow  left  td  the  natural  freedom  of  their  under- 
.andirig  and  choice,  I  believe  our  adverfaries  wiU 
ardly  deny.  They  will  now  refufe  this  appeal, 
id  it  is  reafonable  they  (hould ;  and  I  will  farther 
Id,  thit  if  our  people  releriibled  the  Old  Cre- 
tans, there  might  be  danger  in  fuch  a  triah  A 
ragmatical  orator  told  a  great  man  at  Athens, 
!iat  whenever  the  people  were  in  their  rage,  they 
rould  certainly  tear  him  to  pieces ';  Yes,  fays  the 
iher^  and  they  will  do  the  fame  to  you,  when- 
ver  they  are  in  their  wits.  But  God  be  thanked, 
rttr  populace  is  more  merciful  in  their  nature,  and 
It  prefent  under  better  direftion  ;  and  the  orators 
among  us  have  attempted  to  confound  both  pre- 
rogative and  law  in  their  fovereign*s  prefence,  and 
before  the  higheft  court  of  judicature,  without  any 
huard  to  their  perfons. 

M*  NUM-i 
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NUMBER    XXXII. 

Thurfday,  March  15,  171  o- 11. 

Non  ejl  eamedicinay  cum  fanae  parti  corporis  fcalpellum  ad^ 
hibeturj  atque  iniegrae  ;  carnificina  eft  ifta^  et  crudelitas. 
Rimedentur  reipublicae^  qui  exfecani  peftem  aliquam,  tan^ 
tquam  ftrumam  crvitatis. 

To  apply  the  knife  to  a  found  and  healty  part  of  the 
body^  is  Butchery  and  cruelty ;  not  real  furgery.  Thofe 
are  the  true  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  a  ftate,  who 
cut  off  the  pells  of  fociety,  like  wens  from  the  hu- 
man body. 

I  A  M  diverted  from  the  general  fubjedt  of  my 
difcourfes,  to  refleft  upon  an  event  of  a  very 
extraordinajy  and  furprifing  nature.  A  great  mi- 
iiifter,  in  high  confidence  with  the  Queen,  under 
whole  management  the  weight  of  afiairs  at  pre- 
fent  is  in  a  great  meafure  fuppofed  to  lie  ;  fitting 
in  council,  in  a  royal  palace,  with  a  dozen  of  the 
chief  officers  of  the  ftate,  isftabbed  at  the  very 
board  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  by  the  hand 
of  a  French  paplft  *,  then  under  examination  for 
high  treafon  ;  the  aflaffin  redoubles  his   blow  to 

*  The  abbot  Ji  Rourligj  who,  having  qoiticd  his  native  country,  fcli* 
cited  to  be  employed  agatod  it  in  feveral  coorts  of  Europe,  and  airumed 
(he  title  of  marquis  tit  Guij'card.  He  at  length  obtained  a  commiffion 
lirom queen  Anne,  and  embarked  in  an  expedition  againft  France »  which- 
mifcarried ;  and  his  expcdations  being  difappointed  by  the  new  mimftry^ 
he  endeavoured  to  make  his  peace  at  home,  by  a<5ling  here  as  a  fpy ;  and 
cc^pmenced  a  treafbnable  correfpondeoce :  his  letters  were  intercepted^ 
and  product  to  him  by.  Mr.  Uarley,  at  hif  examination* 

7  make 
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ke  fure  work  :  and  concluding  the  *  chancellor 
s  difpatched,  goes  on  with  the  fame  rage  to 
irder  a  principal  fecretary  of  ftate  +  •  and  that 
lole  noble  aflembly  are  forced  to  rife  and  draw 
;ir  fwords  in  their  own  defence,  as  if  a  wild 
ift  had  been  let  loofe  among  them, 
This  faft  has  fome  circumftances  of  aggravation 
t  to  be  paralleled  by  any  of  the  like  kind  we 
jet  with  in  hiftory.  Caefar's  murder  being  per- 
med in  the  fenate  comes  neareft  to  the  cafe : 
t  that  was  an  affair  concerted  by  great  numbers 
the  chief  fenators,  who  were  likewife  the  aftors 
it ;  and  not  the  work  of  a  vile  (ingle  ruffian, 
irry  the  third  of  France  was  ftabbcd  by  an  en- 
iliaftic  friar,  whom  he  fuffered  to  approach  his 
•fbn,  while  thofe  who  attended  him  ftood  at 
cie  diftance.  His  fucceflbr  met  the  fame  fate  in 
roach,  where  neither  he  nor  his  nobles,  in  fuch 
ronfinement,  were  able  to  defend  themfelves. 
our  own"  country  we  have,  I  think,  but  one  in- 
Dce  of  this  fort,  which  has  made  any  noife ;  I 
ran  that  of  Felton  about  fourfcore  years  ago ; 
t  he  took  the  opportunity  to  ftab  the  duke  of 
ickingham,  in  palling  through  a  dark  lobby  from 
e  room  to  another.  The  blow  was  neither  {ecu 
>r  heard,  and  the  murderer  might  have  efcaped, 
his  own  concern  and  horror,  as  it  is  utlial  m 
ch  cafes,  had  not  betrayed  him.  Befides,  that 
i  of  Feltou  will  admit  of  fame  extenuation  from 

•  Mr^  Harley,  then  chancellor  of  the  cxchcqun,  srfccnvards  earl  tf 

tford. 

t  Mr,  Henry  St,  JoUd,  afterwards  lord  Boliogbri)kc. 

M  3  ^     x\v 
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the  motive  he  is  faid  to  have  had  :  but  this  attempt 
of  Guifcard  feems  to  have  outdone  them  all  in  every 
heightening  circumftanccf .  except  the  difference  of 
perfons  between  a  king  and  a  great  n^inifter  ;  for  I 
give  no  allowance  at  all  to  the  difference  of  fuccefs 
(which,  however,  is  yet  uncertain  and  depending), 
nor  think  it  the  leaft  alleviation  to  the  crime,  what- 
ever it  may  be  to  the  punilhment. 

I  am  fenfible  it  is  ill  arguing  from  particulars  to 
generals,  and  that  we  pught  not  to  charge  upon  a 
nation  the  crimes  of  a  few  defperate  villains  it  is  fo 
unfortunate  to  produpe ;  yet  at  the  fame  time  it 
muft  be  avowed,  that  the. French  have,  for  thefe 
lafl:  centuries,  been  fojnewhat  too  liberal  of  their 
daggers  upon  the  perfons  of  their  greateft  men ; 
fuch  as  the  admiral  de  Coligny,  the  dukes  of  Guifc 
father  and  fan,  and  the  two  kings  I  laft  mentioned. 
I  Jiave  fometimes  wondered  how  a  people,  whofb 
genius  feems  wholly  turned  to  finging,  and  danc-* 
jng,  and  prating,  to  vanity  and  impertinence ;  who. 
Jay  fo  much  weight  upon  modes  and  gefturesj 
whofe  effentialities  are  generally  fo  very  fuperficial^ 
who  are  ufually  fo  ferious  upon  trifles,  and  fom 
trifling  upon  what  is  ferious,  have  been  capable  ( 
committing  fuch  folid  villainies,  more  fiiitable  tr — ^ 

the  gravity  of  a  Spaniard,  or  the  filence  and  thought- 

fulnefs  of  an  Italian  ;  unlefs  it  be,  that  in  a  natior  ^ 
naturally  fo  full  of  themfelves,  and  of  fa  reftlef" 
imaginations,  when  any  of  them  happen  to  be 
^  morofe  and  gloomy  ponftitution,  that  huddle 
ponfuled  thoughts,  for  want  of  evaporating,  ufii 
ally  terminates  in  rage  or  defpair.     D'Avila  ot 
5  fcrvca 
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lerves,  that  Jacques  Clement  *  was  a  fort  of  buf- 
foon,  whom  the  reft  of  the  friars  ufed  to  make 
Iport  with ;  hut  at  laft  giving  his  folly  a  ferious 
turn,  it  ended  in  enthufiafm,  and  qualified  him  for 
that  defperate  aft  of  murdering  his  king. 

But,  in  the  marquis  de  Guifcard,  there  feems  to 
have  been  a  complication  of  ingredients  for  fuch  an 
attempt.     He  had  committed  feyeral  enormities  in 
France,  was  extremely  prodigal  and   vicious,  of  a 
dark  melancholy  complexion  and  cloudy  counte- 
nance, fuch  as  in  vulgar  phyfiognomy  is  called  an 
ill  look.     For  the  reft,  his  talents  were  very  mean, 
iiaving  a  fort  of  inferior  cunning,  but  very  fmall 
abilities;  fo  that  a  great  man  of  the  late  miniftry, 
by  whom  he  was  invited  over,  and  with  much  dif- 
cretion  raifed  at  firft  ftep,  from  a  profligate  popifh 
^rieft,  tp  a  licuteqant  general,  and  colonel  of  a  regi- 
xnent  of  horfe,  was  at  laft  forced  to  drop  him  for 
^liame. 

Had  fuch  an  accident  happened  under  that  minif- 
^iry,  and  to  fo  confiderable  a  member  of  it,  they 
^vvould  have  immediately  charged  it  upon  the  whole 
^L^ody  of  thofe  they  are  pleafed  to  call  the  faction. 
"TChia  would  have  been  ftyled  a  high  church  priur 
triple ;  the  clergy  would  have  been  accufed  as  prq- 
»rxnoters  and  abettors  of  the  faft;  committees  would 
l^xave  been  fent,  tc^  promife  the  criniinal  his  lite, 
Y^^XOvi^d  they  might  have  liberty  to  direfl  and  dic- 
tate bis  confeflion ;  and  a  black  lift  would  have 
l^^cm  printed  of  all  thof?  who  had  bee^  ever  feert  in 

*  Tke  monk  who  dabbed  Henxj'  III.  of  Fnnce. 

M4  ^hc 
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the  murderer's  company.  But  the  prefent  men  in 
power  hc-ite  and  defpife  all  fuch  deteftable  arts, 
which  they  might  now  turn  upon  tlieir  adverfaries 
with  much  more  plaufibility,  than  ever  thefe  did 
their  honourable  negotiations  with  Greg  *. 

And  here  it  may  be  worth  oblerving,  how  una- 
nimous a  concurrence  there  is  between  fome  per- 
fons  once  in  great  power,  and  a  French  papift ; 
both  agreeing  in  the  great  end  of  taking  away  Mr. 
Harley's  life,  though  differing  in  their  methods  ; 
the  firft,  proceeding  by  fubornation,  the  other, 
by  violence ;  wherein  Guifcard  feems  to  have  the 
advantage,  as  aiming  no  farther  than  his  life ; 
wliile  the  others  dcligned  to  deftroy  at  once  both 
that  and  his  reputation.  The  malice  of  both  againft 
this  gentleman  fccms  to  have  rifcn  from  the  lame 

*  In  the  beginning  of  ihe  year  170S,  William  Greg,  an  under  clerk 

to  Mr.  fecretary  HiirJcy,  was  detected  in  a  correfpondence  with  montiear 

Chamillard,  one  of  the  French  king's  miniftersi,  to  whom  he  tranfmitred 

the  proceedings  of  both   houfe*  of  pailiament  with  r^pcc^  to  the  argu- 

irentation  of  the  Bricifh  forces,  and  other  papers  of  great  importance. 

Greg,  when  he  was  indicted  of  this  treason,  pleaded  guilty,  which  gart 

occafion  to  Mr,  Harley's  enemies  to  inliiiuate,  that  he  was  privy  to  Gre^'j 

'  practices,  and  had  by  afllnanccs  of  pardon  prevailed  upon  him  to  p!e.iJ 

(Tuilty,  in  order  to  prevent  the  exuminauon  of  witnefFes :  the  houfc  of 

lords  appointed  a  commicee  of  fcven,   of  whom  lord  Sunderland   was 

manager,   to  enquire  into  the  aftair;  the  commitiec  prefenied  an  acl- 

drefs  to  the  queen,  in  which  complaint  was  made,  that  all  Mr.  Harley's 

papers  had  been  long  expofcd  ta  the  meancfl  clerks  in  his  office  5  and  It 

was  requeilcdy  that  more  caution  might  be  ufed  for  the  future.    Upoa 

this  addere&the  execution  of  Greg  was  deferred  a  month ;  during  which 

time  he  was  folicited,  threatened,  and  promifed*  but  ftiU  perfifting  totakt 

the  whole  guilt  upon  himlcif,  he  ivas  at  length  executed,  having,  is 

a  paj>er  which  he  left  behind  him,  juilift(;d  Mr.HarJcy  in  particub^j 

which  he  would  fcarcc  have  ih:;ug!it  neceniiiy,  if  110  particular  attempt  had 

been  a;ade  againd  hini. 

caufe, 
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caufe,  his  difcovering  defigns  againft  the  govern- 
ment.   It  was  Mr.  Harley,  who  detedled  the  trea* 
fonable  correfpondence  of  Greg,   and  fecured  hinv 
betimes  ;  when  a  certain  great  man,  who  (hall  be 
namelefs,  had,  out  of  the  depth  of  his  politicks, 
feat  him  a  caution  to  make  his  efcape,    which 
would  certainly  have  fixed  the  appearance  of  guilt 
upon  Mr.  Harley  :  but  when  that  was  prevented, 
they  would  have  enticed  the  condemned  criminal 
with  promife  of  a  pardon,  to  write  and  fign  an  ac- 
cufation  againft  the  fecretary :  but  to  ufe  Greg's 
ovvn  expreffion,  his  death  was  nothing  near  {o  ig- 
nominious, as  would  have  been  fuch  a  life,  that 
niuft  be  faved  by  proftituting  his  coufcience.     The 
iame  gentleman  now  lies   ftabbed  by   his  other 
^nemy,   a  popifh  fpy,  whofe  treafon  he  has  dif- 
^overed.      God  preferve  the  r^ft  of  her  majefty'a 
^>^inifters  from  fuch  proteftants^    and  from  fuch 
I^apifts  ! 

I  Ihall  take  occafion  to  hint  at  fome  particulari- 
^  ics  in  this  furprifing  fad,  for  the  fake  of  thofe  at 
^  diftance,  or  who  may  not  be  thoroughly  informed, 
^r*he  murderer  confefled  in  Newgate,  that  his  chief 
^efign  was  againft  Mr.   fecretary  St.  John,    who 
Viappened  to  change  feats  with  Mr.  Harley  for  more 
Cronvenience  of  examining  thq  criminal :  and  being 
^(ked  what  provoked  him  tq  ftab  the  cliancellor, 
he  faid,  that  not  being  able  to  come  at  the  fecre- 
tary as  he  intended,  it  was  fome  fatisfaftion  to  mut^ 
der  the  perfon  whom  he  thought  Mr.  St.  John  loved 
beft*. 

*  Ho^  much  he  was  miftaken  appears  by  lord  BoHngbrokr's  letter 
tQ  fir  William  Wyadham. 
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And  here,  if  Mr.  Harley  has  ftill  any  ene-j 
mies  left,  whom  his  blood  fpjlt  iq  the  public 
fervice  cannot  reconcile,  I  hope  they  will  at  Icaft 
admire  his  magnanimity,  which  is,  a  quality  ef: 
fteemed  even  in  an  enemy ;  and  I  think  there  arc 
few  greater  inftances  of  it  to  be  found  in  ftory. 
After  the  wound  was  given,  he  w^s  obferved  nei- 
ther to  change  his  countenanpe,  nor  difcover  any 
concern  or  difprder  in  his  fpeech»  He  rofe  up,  and 
walked  about  the  room  while  he  wa^  able,  with 
the  greateft  tfanquHlity,  during  the  height  of  the 
ponfufion.  When  the  furgeon  came,  he  took  hin» 
afide,  and  defired  he  would  inform  him  freely 
whether  the  wound  were  mortal,  becaufe  in  that 
cafe,  he  faid,  he  had  fome  a^airs  tQ  fettle  relatbg 
to  his  family.  The  blade  of  the  penknife,  broken 
by  the  violence  of  the  blow  againft  the  rib,  within 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  handle,  was  dropt 
out  (I  know  not  whether  from  the  wound,  or  his 
cloaths)  as  the  furgeon  was  going  to  drefs  him :  he 
ordered  it  to  be  taken  up,  and  wiping  it  himfelf, 
gave  it  fbme  body  to  keep,  faying,  he  thought  it 
how  properly  belonged  to  him.  He  Ihewed  no 
fort  of  refentment,  nor  fpoke  one  violent  word 
againft  Guifcard,  but  appeared  all  the  while  the 
Icaft  concerned  of  any  in  the  company ;  a  ftate  o£ 
mind,  which,  in  fuch  an  exigejiicy,  nothing  but 
innocence  can  give,  and  is  truly  worthy  qf  a  Chril\ 
tian  philofopher. 

If  there  be  really  fo  great  a  difference  in  prin-i 
ciple,    between    the  high-flying  whigs  and  the 

friend^ 
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ads  of  France^  I  cai^not  but  repeat  the  queftion^ 
y  came  they  to  join  in  the  deftra^ton  of  the 
it  man  ?  can  his  death  he  poffibly  for  the  inter- 
of  both  ?  or  have  they  both  the  faRie  quarrel 
inft  him,  that  he  is  perpetually  difcovering  and 
venting  the  treacherous  defigfts  of  our  enemies  ? 
wever  it  be,  this  great  minifter  may  now  fay 
h  St.  PauU  that  he  has  been  in  perils  by   his 
n  countrymen,  and  in  perils  by  ftrangers. 
;n  the  midft  of  fo  melancholy  a  fubjeft,  I  can- 
:  but  congratulate  with  our  own  country,  that 
h  a  favage  n^onfler  as  the  marquis  de  Guifcard 
none  of  her  produdtion :    a   wretch,    perhaps 
re  deteftable  in  his  own  nature,  than  even  this 
barous  aft  his  been  yet  able  to  reprefeiit  him 
the  world.     For  there  are  good  reafons  to  be- 
^  from  i^veral  circumftances,  that  he  had  in- 
itions  of  a  deeper  die  than  thofe  he  happened  to 
cute ;  I  mean   fuch  as  every  good  fubjeft  muft 
mble  to  think  on.     He  has  of  late  been  fre- 
mtly  feen  going  up  the  back  ftairs  at  court,  and 
Iking  alone  in  an  outer  room  adjoining  to  her 
jefty's  bed  chamber.    He  has  often  and  eameftly 
iflcd,  for  fome  time,  to  have  accefs  to  the  queen, 
:n  fince  his  correfpondeqce  with  France.    And 
has  now  given  fuch  a  proof  of  his  difpofition, 
leaves  it  eafy  to  guefs  what  was  before  in  his 
oughts,  and  what  he  was  capable  of  attempting. 
It  is  humbly  to  be  hoped,  that  the  legiflature 
llinterpofc on  fo  extraofdinary  an  occafion  as  this, 

and 
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and  dlre€t  a  punifliment  *  fome  way  proportionable 
to  fo  execrable  a  crime. 

Etquicunque  tuum  violavU  vulnere  corpus^ 
Morie  luat  merit  a 

NUMBER    XXXIII. 

Thurfday,  March  22,   171  o- 11. 

De  Ubertaie  retinenJa,   qua  certe  nihil  eji  duldus^  itU 

dffenttor. 

I  agree  with  you  in  refpeft  to  your  fentiments  for  prc- 
fervirvg  our  liberty,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
pleafing  to  a  human  mind. 

TH  E  apologies  of  the  ancient  fathers  are  rec< 
koned  to  have  been  the  mod  ufeful  parts  0 
their  writings,  and  to  have  done  greateft  fervice  b 
the  Chriflian  religion  ;  becaufe  they  removed  thof 
mifreprefentations  which  had  done  it  moft  injury 
The  methods  thcfe  writers  took,  were,  openly  an 
freely  to  difcover  every  point  of  their  faith,  t 
deteft  the  falfhood  of  their  accufers,  and  to  charg 
nothing  upon  their  adverfaries,  but  what  they  wer 
fure  to  make  good.  This  example  has  been  il 
followed  of  later  times  :  the  papifts,  fince  the  Re 
formation,  ufing  all  arts  to  palliate  the  abfurditic 
of  their  tenets,  and  loading  the  reformers  with 
thoufand  calumnies  ;  the  confequence  of  whic 
has  been  only  a  more    various,  wide,  and  invetc 

'^  An  a^  wa^;  immfdiarely  palled,  to  make  an  attempt  on  the  1 
of  a  privy  aiun.cUor,  m  the  execution  of  his  officCf   felony  withe 

rat 
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rate  feparation.  It  is  the  fame  thing  in  civil  fchifms : 
a  whig  forms  an  image  of  a  tory,  juft  after  the 
thing  he  moft  abhors,  and!  that  image  ferves  to  re- 
prefent  the  whole  body* 

1  am  not  fenfible  of  any  material  diflercnce  there 
is  between  thofe  who  call  themfelrestheold  whigs, 
and  a  great  majority  of  ^  prefent  tories ;  at  leaft 
b^  all  I  could  ever  find  f^P'Cxamining  feveral  per- 
fons  of  each  denomination.  But  it  muft  be  con« 
feffed,  that  the  prefent  body  of  whigs,  as  they 
now  conftitute  that  party,  is  a  very  odd  mix- 
ture of  mankind,  being  forced  to  enlarge  their 
bottom  by  taking  in  every  heterodox  profeflbr, 
either  in  religion  or  government,  whofe  opi- 
nions they  were  obliged  to  encourage  for  fear  of 
leffening  their  number;  while  the  bulk  of  the 
landed  men,  and  people,  were  entirely  of  the  old 
fentiments.  However,  they  ftill  pretended  a  due 
regard  to  the  monarchy  and  the  church,  even  at 
the  time  when  they  were  making  the  largeft  fteps 
towards  the  ruin  of  both  :  but,  not  being  able  to 
wipe  oflF  the  many  accufations  laid  to  their  charge, 
thejr  endeavoured,  by  throwing  fcandal,  to  make 
the  tories  appear  blacker  than  themfelves  ;  and  fb 
the  people  might  join  with  them,  as  the  fmallec 
evil  of  the  two. 

But  among  all  the  reproaches  which  the  whigs 
have  flung  upon  their  adverfaries,  there  is  none 
has  done  them  more  fervice  than  that  of  paffive 
obedience,  as  they  reprefent  it  with  the  con(e- 
qoences  of  nonrefiftance,  arbritrary  power,  inde- 
feafible  right,    tyranny,  popery^  and  what   not. 

There 
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There  is  no  accufation  which  has  pafled  with  nior^ 
plaufibility  than  this,  or  any  that  is  fupported  witt 
lels  juftice.     In  order  therefore  to  undeceive  thoft 
who  have  been  mifled  by  falfe  reprefeht^tipns,  i 
thought  It  would  be  no  improper  Undertaking  to 
iet  this  matter  in  a  fair  light,  which  I  think  has 
hot  yet  been  done;     Ag^^hig  alks,  whether  you 
hold  paiUve  obedience||||:You  affirm  it :  he  then 
immediately  cries  but,  You  are  a  jacobiee,  a  friea^ 
of  France  and  the  pretender !  becaufe  he  niakei 
you  anfwerable  for  the  definition  he  has  formed  of 
that  term,  however  different  it  be  from  what  yoi 
underfland.     I  will  therefore  give  twti  defcriplioot 
of  paflive  obedience ;  the  firft,  as  It  is  falfly  charg- 
ed by  the  whigs  ;  the  other,  as  it  is  really  profefToi 
by  the  tories  ;  at  leaft  by  nineteen  in  twenty  of  all 
I  ever  converfed  with. 

Paffive  obediericcj  As  charged  by  the  Wttror. 

THE  dddirine  of  paffive  obedience  is,  to  believe 
that  a  king,  even  in  a  limited  monarchy,  holding 
his  power  only  frorn  God,  is  only  anfwerable  W 
him :  that  fuch  a  king  is  above  all  law ;  that  the 
crueleft  tyrant  mUfl  be  fubmitted  to  in  all  things; 
and  if  his  commands  be  ever  fo  unlawful^  you 
muft  neither  fly  nor  refifl,  nor  ufe  any  other 
weapons  than  prayers  and  tears.  Although  be 
Ihould  force  your  wife  or  daughter,  murder  your 
children  before  your  face,  or  cut  off  five  hundred 
heads  in  a  morning  for  his  diverfion  ;  you  are  ftiU 
to  wiih  hina  a  long,  profperous  reign,  and  to  bo 

patient 
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nt  under  all  his  cruelties^  with  the  fame  refig« 
>n  as  under  a  plague  or  a  famine ;  becaufe  to 
him,  would  be  to  refift  God,  in  the  perfon  of 
vicegerent.  If  a  king  of  England  fhould  go 
ugh  the  ftreets  of  Ldndon  in  .order  td  murder 
r  ixlan  he  met,  pailive  obedience  commands 
1  to  fubmit.  All  laws  made  to  limit  him  iig^ 
nothings  although  paned  by  his  own  confentj 
^  thinks  fit  to  break  them.  God  will  indeed 
him  to  a  fevere  account ;  but  the  whole  peo^ 
united  to  a  man,  cannot  prefume  to  hold  his 
Is,  or  offer  him  the  leafl  aftive  difobedienCe  i 
people  were  cerfainly  created  for  him,  and  not 
Dr  the  people.  His  next  heir,  although  worfe 
I  what  I  have  defcribed,  although  a  fool  or  a 
man,  has  a  divine  indefeafible  right  to  fucceed 
,  which  no  law  can  *  difannul ;  nay,  although 
hould  kill  his  father  upon  the  throne,  he  is 
lediately  king  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  ;  the 
bffion  of  the  crown  wiping  off  all  flainsi  But 
ifo^ver  fits  on  the  throne  without  ChiS  title, 
jgh  ever  fo  peaceably,  and  by  confent  of  for- 
kings  and  parliaments,  is  a  ufurper,  while 
e  is  any  where  in  the  world  another  perfon^ 
)  has  a  nearer  hereditary  right  j  and  the  whole 
jdom  lies  under  mortal  fin,  till  that  heir  be  re- 
ed, becaufe  he  has  a  divine  title^  which  no  hut 
1  law  can  defeat. 


Kfannul  is  a  fupcrfluous  and  an  impropor  word ;  as,  omwA  is  afeJ 
i&ly  the  fame  fenfcy  and  the  prefix,  iHi^  according  to  all  rules  of 
ffj  ought  to  give  it  an  pppofite  meaning; 
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This  and  a  great  deal  more  has,  in  a  thoufai 7^ 

papers  and  pamphlets,  been  laid  to  that  doftriMdc 
of  paffivc  obedience,  which  the  whigs  are  pleaf^(/ 
to  charge  upon  us.     This  is  what  they  are  perp^* 
tually  infilling  into  the  people,  as  the  undoubted 
principle  by  which  the  prefcnt  miniftry,    and  a 
great  majority  in  parliament,  do  at  this  time  pro- 
ceed.    This  is  what  they  accufe  the  clergy  of  de- 
livering from  the  pulpits,  and  of  preaching  up  as 
a  doftrine  abfolutely  neceflary  to  falvation.     And  , 
whoever  affirms  in  general,  that  paffive  obedience 
is  due  to  the  fupreme  power,  he  is  prefently  loaded 
by  our  candid  adverfaries,  with  fuch  confequenccs 
as  thefe.     Let  us  therefore  fee  what  this  doftrine 
is,  when  ftript  of  fuch  mifreprefentations,  by  de- 
fcribing  it  as  really  taught  and  praftifcd  by  the  to- 
nes ;  and  then  it  will  appear  what  grounds  our 
adverfaries  have  to  accufe  us  upon  this  article. 

Paffive  obedience,  as  profefled  and  pradlifed  by 
theTORIES. 

THEY  think  that  in  every  government,  whe- 
ther monarchy  or  republick,  there  is  placed  a  fu- 
preme, ablblute,  unlimited  power,  to  which  paf- 
five obedience  is  due.  That  wherever  is  entrufled 
the  power  of  making  laws,  that  power  is  without 
all  bounds ;  can  repeal,  or  ena£t  at  pleafure  what- 
ever laws  it  thinks  fit ;  and  jufUy  demand  univer- 
fal  obedience  and  non-refiflance.  That  among  us, 
as  every  body  knows,  this  power  is  lodged  in  the 
king  or  queen,  together  with  the  lords  and  com- 


ions  of  the  kingdom ;  and  therefore  all  decrees 
rhatfbever,  made  by  that  power,  are  to  be  aftively 
r  paffively  obeyed.  That  the  adminiftration,  or  * 
^ecutivepartof  this  power,  is,  in  England,  folely 
ntrufted  with  the  prince  i  who,  in  admiiliftering 
hofe  laws,  ought  to  be  no  more  refifted,  thai!  the 
egiflative  power  itfelf.  But  they  do  not  conceive 
he  fame  abfolute  paffive  obedience  to  be  due  to  a 
imited  prince's  commands,  when  they  are  direftly 
:ontrary  to  the  laws  he  has  confented  to,  dnd 
worn  to  maintain.  The  crown  may  be  fued,  as 
V'eli  as  a  private  perfon ;  and  if  an  Arbitrary  king  of 
^ingland  fhoiild  fend  his  officers  to  feize  my  lands 
^r  goods  again  ft  law,  I  can  lawfully  refift  them. 
r*he  minifters,  by  whom  he  afts,  are  liable  to 
^rofecutibn  and  impeachment,  although  his  own 
»erfon  be  facred.  But,  if  he  interpofe  his  royal  au- 
hority  to  fupport  their  infolcnce,  I  fee  no  remedy, 
'  iitil  it  grows  a  general  grievance,  or  until  the  bo- 
y  of  the  people  have  reafon  to  apprehend  it  will  be 
:> ;  after  which,  it  becomes  a  cafe  of  neceffity ;  and 
hen,  I  fuppofe,  a  free  people  may  aflert  their  owrt 
Ights,  yet  without  any  violation  to  the  perfon  or  "^ 
l^wful  power  of  the  prince.  But,  althdugh  th« 
:>rics  allow  all  this,  and  did  juftify  it  by  the  fhare 
hey  had  in  the  Revolution  ;  yet  they  fee  no  rea- 
:»  for  entering  into  io  ungrateful  a  fubjeft,  or 
^ng  controverfies  upon  it,  as  if  we  were  in  daily 
pprehenfions  of  tyranny,  under  the  reign  of  fo  ex- 
ellent  a  princefs,  and  while  we  liave  fo  many  Isfws 
f  late  years-made  to  limit  the  prerogative  ;  when, 
ccording  to  thofe  who  know  our  conftitution  beft. 
Vol.  111.  N  things 
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things  rather  leem  to  lean  to  the  other  extreme, 
which  is  equally  to  be  avoided.  As  to  the  Jfuccefliou, 
•  the  tories  think  an  hereditary  right  to  be  the  bell  iu 
its  own  nature,  and  moft  agreeable  to  our  old  con- 
ftitution ;  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  they  allow  it  to 
be  defeafible  by  aft  of  parliament ;  and  fo  is  Magna 
Charta  too,  if  the  1^ giflature  think  fit :  which  is  a 
truth  fo  manifcft,  that  no  man,  who  underftands 
the  nature  of  government^  can  be  in  doubt  coa- 
cerning  it. 

Thefe  I  take  to  be  the  fentiments  of  a  great 
majority  among  the  tories  with  refpe<3:  to  paffivc 
obedience  :  and  if  the  whigs  infift,  from  the  writ- 
ings or  common  talk  of  warm  and  ignorant  meq, 
to  form  a  judgment  of  the  whole  body,   accord- 
ing  to  the  firfl  account  I  have  here  given  ;  I  will 
engage  to  produce  as  many  of  their  fide,  who  are 
utterly  againft  paflive  obedience  even  to  the  legifla* 
tare ;  who  will  afl'crt  the   laft  refort  of  power  to 
be  in  the  people,  againft  thofe  whom  they  have 
chofen  and  trufted  as  their    reprefentatives,  with 
the  prince  at  the  head  ;  ^nd  who  will  put  wild  icor 
probable  cafes,  to  (hew  the  rcafonablenefs  and  oe- 
ceffity  of  reiifting  the  legiflative  power  in  fuch  ima- 
ginary junfturcs;    than  which  however  nothing 
can  be  more  idle ;  for  I  dare  undertake  in  any  {}(" 
t^i  of  government,  either  fpeculative  or  pradiCf 
that  was  ever  yet  in  the  world,  from  Plato's  Re- 
publick,  to  Harrington^  Oceana,  to  put  fuch  diffi-' 
.     cuitics  as  cannot  be  anfwcrcd. 

Ail 
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All  the  other  calumnies  raifed  by  the  whigs 
nay  be  ^s  eafily  whiped  ofF;  and  I  have  the  charity 
o  wi(h  they  could  as  fully  anfwer  the  juft  accu- 
ations  we  have  againft  them.  Dodwell,  Hlckes, 
Liid  Lefley,  are  gravely  quoted  to  prove,  that  the 
ories  defign  to  bring  in  the  pretender ;  and  if  I 
liould  quote  them  to  prove  that  the  fame  thing  Is 
titended  by  the  whigs,  it  would  be  full  as  reafon* 
'ble;  fince  I  am  fure  they  have  at  leaft  as  much 
o  do  with  nonjurors  as  we*  But  our  objedlions 
^nft  the  whigs  are  built  upon  their  Conftant  prac- 
ice  for  many  years,  whereof  I  have  produced  a 
lundred  inftances,  againft  any  (ingle  one  of  which 
lo  anfwer  has  yet  been  attempted,  although  I  have 
)een  curious  enough  to  look  into  all  the  papers  I 
x>uld  meet  with,  that  are  written  againft  the  Exami- 
ler  ;  fuch  a  talk  as,  I  hope,  no  man  thinks  1  would 
mdergo,  for  any  other  end  but  that  of  finding 
in  opportunity  to  own  and  redtify  my  miftakes : 
IS  I  would  be  ready  to  do  upon  the  call  of  the 
neaneft  adverfary.  Upon  which  occafiou  I  (hall 
rake  leave  to  add  a  few  words. 

I  flattered  myfelf  laft  Thurfday  from  the  nature 
^f  my  fubje£t,  and  the  inoffenfive  manner  *  I  handled 
it,  that  I  ftiould  have  one  week's  refpite  from  thofe 
tnercilefs  pens,  whofe  feverity  will  fome  time  break 
tny  heart :  but  I  am  deceived,  and  find  them  more 
riolent  than  even  They  charge  me  with  two 
lies,  and  a  blunder.     The  firft  lie  is  a  truth,  that 

♦  And  the  inoffcnGrc  manner  I  handled  it— is  a  mode  of  fpcech  un- 
paaiDiaticaly  it  oughc  to  be  —  *•  in  which  I  handled  it/  •  ' 

N  :2  Guifcaid 
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Guifcard  was,  invited  over :  but  it  is  of  no  cohfe- 
quence.  I  do  not  tax  it  as  a  fault ;  fuch  fort  of 
men  have  often  been  ferviceable :  1  only  blamed 
the  indifcretion  of  raifing  a  profligate  abbot,  at 
the  firft  ftep,  to  a  lieutenant  general  and  colo- 
nel of  a  regiment  of  ,  horfe,  without  (laying 
ibmc  realbnablc  time,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cafes, 
until  he  had  given  fome  proofs  of  his  fidelity, 
as  well  as  of  that  intereft  and  credit  he  pre- 
tended to  have  in  his  country.  But  that  isiaid 
to  be  another  lie  ;  for  he  was  a  papift,  and 
could  not  have  a  regiment :  however  this  other  lie 
is  a  truth  too;  for  a  reigment  he  had,  and  paid 
by  us,  to  his  agent  Monfieur  le  Bas  forhis.ufe. 
The  third  is  a  blunder ;  that  I  fay  Guifcard's  de- 
fign  was  againft  Mr.  fecretary  St.. John,  arid  yet  my 
reafonings  upon  it  are  as  if  it  were  perlbnally  againft 
Mr.  Harley.  But  I  fay  no  fuch  thing,  and  my  rea- 
fonings are  juft.  I  relate  only  what  Guifcard  faid 
in  Newgate,  becaufe  it  was  a  particularity  the  rea- 
der might  be.  curious  to  know,  and  accordingly  it 
lies  in  a  paragraph  by  itfelf,  after  my  reflexions  j 
but  I  never  meant  to  be  anfwerable  for  what  Guif- 
card faid,  or  thought  it  of  weight  enough  forme 
to  draw  concluiions  thence,  when  I  had  the  ad* 
drefs  of  both  houfcs  to  direft  me  better;  where 
it  Is  exprefsly  faid,  that  Mr.  Harley*s  fidehty  to  her 
majefty,  and  zeal  for  her  fervice,-  have  drawn  upon 
him  the  hatred  of  all  the  abettors  of  poper}'  an4 
fadion.  This  is  what  I  believe,  and  what  I  ihall 
flick  to.  ^  . 

,    ..  But, 
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But,  alas  !  thefe  are  not  thepaffages  which  have 
fedfo  much  futyagainft  me.  One  or  two  mif- 
:es  in  faftsof  no  importance,  or  afingle  blunder, 
luld  not  have  provoked  them ;  they  arc  not  io 
ider  of  my  reputation  as  a  writer.  All  their 
trage  is  occafioned  by  thofe  pnflages  in  that  pa- 
V  which  they  do  not  in  the  Icaft  pretend  to  an- 
er,  and  with  the  utmoft  relu£lancy  are  forced 
mention.  They  take  abundance  of  pains  to. 
ar  Guifcard  from  '  a  defign  againft  Mr.  Harlcy's 
; :  but  offer  not  one  argument  to  clear  their  other 
snds,  who  in  the  bufinefs  of  Greg  were  equally 
ilty  of  the  fanie  d^fign  againft  the  fame  perfon ; 
lofe  tongues  were  very  Iwords,  aud  whofe  pen- 
ivQS  were  axes* 
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Thurfday,  March  29,  171 1. 

'^  Sunt  hie  etlam  fuafraemla  laudi ; 

^unt  lacbrymae  urum,  etinentMi  moriaUa  tangunt. 

See 
The  palm  that  virtue  yields !  in  fccncs  like  thefe 
We  trace  humanity,  and  man  with  man 
Related  by  the  kindred  fenfe  of  woe. 

'  Begin  to  be  heartily  weary  of  my  employment 

as  Examiner  ;  which  I  wi(h  the  miniftry  would 

)n(ider  with   half  Io  much  concern  tjs  1  do,  and 

N  2  afligu 
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aflign  me  fome  other,  with  lefs  pains,  and  a  pqn- 
lion.  There  may  foon  be  a  vacancy  either  on  the 
bench,  in  the  revenue,  or  the  army,  and  I  am 
equally  quaUfied  for  each;  but.  this  trade  of  exa- 
muihig,  I  apprehend,  may  at  one  time  or  other  go 
near  to  four  my  temper.  I  did  lately  propo(e,  that 
ibme  of  thofe  ingenious  pens,  which  are  engaged 
on  the  other  fide,  might  be  employed  to  fucceed 
mc  ;  and  I  undertook  to  bring  them  over  for  tV 
ther  crown:  but  it  was  anfwered,  that  tHofe^gea- 
tlemen  do  much  better  fervice  in  the  ftations  where 
they  are.  It  was  added,  that  abundance  of  a"bu- 
fes  yet  remained  to  be  laid  open  to  the  world, 
which  I  had  often  promifed  to  do,  but  was  toO' 
much  diverted  by  other  fubjcds  that  came  into  mj 
head.  On  the  other  fide,  the  advice  of  fome 
friends,  and  the  threats  of  many  enemies,  have 
put  me  upon  confidcring,  what  would  become  of 
me,  if  times  fliould  alter :  this  I  have  done  verj 

maturely,  and  the  refult  is,  that  I  am  in  no  man " 

ncr  of  pain.  I  grant  that  what  I  jiave  faid  upoir"  Jii 
occafion,  concerning  the  late  men  in  power,  maj^^J 
be  called  fatire  by  fome  unthinking  people,  as  lon^^^ 
as  that  taftion  is  down  ;  but  if  ever  they  cornier  intc^  '^ 
play  again,  I  muft  give  them  warning  before-hand  -^> 
that  1  Ihall  expeft  to  be  a  favourite,  and  that  tho(^^^ 
prcterc^.cd  advocates  of  theirs  will  be  pilloried  foi-  ^^ 
WWAk-r^.  For,  I  appeal  to  any  man,  whether  1  ' 
c\cr  clinrtrcd  that  party,  pr  its  leaders,  with  on^  ® 
lingle  action  or  dcfign,  which  (if  we  may  judgpi^ 
by  their  former  practices)  they  will  not  opepl;^^3^ 
prokis,  be  proud  of,  and  fcorc  up  for  merit  when  the^;;;;^^ 

con 
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come  again  to  the  head  of  affairs  ?  I  faid,   they 
were  infolent  to  die  Queen  :  will  tliey  not  value 
^I^emfelves  upon  that,    as  an  argument  to  prove 
^t^em  bold  aflertors  of  the  people's  liberty  ?  I  af- 
firmed, they  were  againft  a  peace ;    will  they  be 
^Ugry  with  me  for  fetting  forth  the  refinements  of 
their  politicks,  in  purfuing  the  only  method  left 
to  preferve  them  in  power  ?  I  faid,  they  had  in- 
volved the  nation  in  debts,  and  engfoflld  much  of 
Us  money  :  they  go  beyond  me,    and  boaft  they 
have  got  it  all,  and  the  credit  too.     I  have  urged 
the  probability  of  their  intending  great  alterations 
ii>  religion  and  government :  if  they  dcftroy  both 
at  their  next  coming,  will  they  not  reckon  my 
foretelling  it  rather  as  a  panegyrick  than  an  affront  ? 
1  {aid,    they  had   formerly  a  defign  againft  Mr. 
Marley's  life  :  if  they  were  now  in  power,  would 
rhey  not  immediately  cut  off  his  head,  and  thank 
rae  for  juftifying  the  fmcerity  of  their  intentions  ? 
In  fhort,  there  is  nothing  I  ever  faid  of  thofe  wor- 
t:hy  patriots,  which  may  not  be  as  well  excufed  : 
therefore,  as  foon  as  they   refume  their  places,  I 
potitively  defign  to  put  in  my  claim ;  and  I  think, 
may  do  it  with  a  better  grace  tha^  many  of  that 
party,   who  now  make,  their  court  to  the  prefcnt 
iTiiuiftry.     I  know  two. or   three  great  men,    at 
Avhofe  levees  you  may  daily  obferve  a  fcore  of  the 
moft  forward  fi\ces,  which  every  body  is-  afhamed 
of,  except  thofe  who  wear  them.     But,  I  conceive^ 
my  pretenfions  will  be  u})on  a  very  different  foot. 
Let  nie  oiTer  a  parallel  cafe :  fuppofe  king  Charles 
he  f  fft  had  entirely  lubdued  the  rebels  at'Nafeby, 
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and  reduced  the  kingdom  to  his  obedience :  who- 
ever had  gone  about  to  reafon  from  the  former  con- 
du£i:  of  thofe  faints,  that  if  the  victory  liad  falleu 
on  their  fide,  they  would  have  murdered  their 
prince,  deflroyed  monarchy  and  the  church,  and 
made  the  king*s  party  compound  for  their  eftates 
as  delinquents,  would  have  been  called  a  falfe  un- 
charitable libeller,  by  tliofc  very  pcrfons,  who  af- 
terwards gloried  in  all  this,  and  called  it  the  work 
of  the  lx)rd,  when  they  happened  to  fucceed.  I  re-r 
member  there  was  a  perfon  fined  and  inaprifoned 
for  fcandalum  magnatum^  bccaufe  he  faid  the  duke 
of  York  was  a  papift :  but  when  that  prince  came 
to  be  king,  and  made  open  profefiion  of  his  reli- 
gion, he  had  the  juftice  Immediately  to  releafe  his 
prifoner,  who  in  his  opinion  had  put  a  compliment 
upon  him,'  and  not  a  reproach  :  and  therefore  co- 
lonel Titus,  who  had  warmly  aflerted  the  fam« 
thing  in  parliament,  was  made  a  privy  counfellon 
By  this  rule,  if  that,  which  for  fome  politic 
reafon s  is  now  called  fcandal  upon  the  late  miniflry, 
proves  one  day  to  be  only  an  abftracl  of  fuch  a  cha- 
rafter  as  they  will  aflume  and  be  proud  of,  I  think 
I  may  fairly  offer  my  pretenfions,  and  hope  for 
their  favour  2  and  I  am  the  more  confirmed  iii  this 
notion,  by  what  I  have  obferved  in  thofe  papers 
that  come  out  weekly  againft  the  Examiner,  The 
authors  are  perpetually  telling  me  of  my 'ingrati- 
tude to  my  mafters  ;  that  I  bkmder  aud  betray  the 
caufe  ;  and  write  with  more  bitternefs  againft  thofe 
who  hice  me,  than  sgainft  thewhigs.  Now  I  took 
all  thib  at  firft  only  for  fo  many  ftrains  of  wit,  and 

pretty 


34.        THE   EXAMINER.  185 

tty  par;adoxes,  to  divert  t)ie  reader;  but,  upon  far*^ 
r  thinking,  I  find  thej  are  f?rious»  I  imagined  I 
[  complinaented  the  prefent  miniftry  for  their  dun 
il  behaviour  to  the  Queen,  for  their  Jove  of  the 
conftitutipn  in  churqh  ?ind  ftate,  for  their  gene- 
ty  and  juAice,  and  for  their  d^fire  of  a  fpeed/ 
ipurable  peape ;  but  it  feems  J  dM  miftaken, 
I  they  reckon  all  thia  for  fatire,  beca^f^  it  is  dy- 
dy  contrary  to  the  praftice  of  all  thofe  whom 
y  fet  up  to  defend,  and  utterly  againft  aU  their 
ions  of  a  good  miniftry,  Therefore  I  cannot; 
:  think  they  have  reafonon  their  fide :  fpr,  fup- 
e  I  (hould  write  the  chara6ler  of  an  hpneft,  a 
gious,  and  a  learned  man  ;  and  fend  the  firft  to 
wgate,  the  fecond  to  the  Gfrecian  cpfFee-houfe, 
I  the  laft  to  White's  ;  would  they  npt  all  pafs 

fatires,  and  juftly  enough,  among  the  compa- 
5  to  vvhom  they  were  fent  ? 
Htaving  therefore  employed  feverai  papers  in  fuch 
I:  of  panegyrick,  and  but  very  few  on  what  they 
lerftaqd  to  he  fatires,  I  fhall  henceforth  upon 
afion  be  more  liberal  of  the  latter ;  of  which 
y  are  likely  to  have  ^  tafte  In  the  remainder  of 
>  prefent  paper, 

\mong  all    the    advantages    which  the  king- 
n  has  received  by  the  late  change  of  miniftry, 

greateft  muft  be  allowed  to  be  the  calling  of 

prefent  parliament  upon  the  diffolution  of  the 
.  It  is  acknowledged,  that  this  excellent  af- 
ibly  has  entirely  recovered  the  honour  of  par- 
nents,    which  had   been  unhappily   proftitutcd 

fume  years  paft,    by  the  fadious  proceedings 

of 
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of  an  unnatural  majority,  in  concert  with  a  moft 
corrupt  adcniniftration.  It  is  plain  by  the  prefent 
choice  of  members,  that  the  eledlofs  of  England, 
when  left  to  themfelves,  do  rightly  underftand 
their  true  intereft.  The  moderate  wHlgS  begin  to 
be  convinced,  that  we  have  been  all  thi$  while  in 
wrong. hands,  arid.t|;iat  things  are  now  as  they 
Ihoiild  be.  And  as  the  prefent  houfe  of  c6mn:ions 
is  the  be^  reprefentative  of  the  nation  that  has  ever 
been  Summoned  in  our  rhemorie^,  fo  they  have  ta- 
ken care  in  their  firft  fefiion,  by  that  noble  bill  of 
qualification  *,  that  future  parliaments  {hould  be 
compofed  of  landed  men  ;  and  our  properties  lie  no 
mo-  at  the  mercy  of  thofe  who  have  noiie  thend- 
felves,  or  at  leaft  only  what  is  tranfient'or  imagi- 
nary. If  there  be  any  gratitude  in  pofterity,  the 
memory  of  this  aflembly  will  be  always  celebrated ; 
if  otherwife,  at  leaft  we,  who  ftiare  in  the  bleiiings 
they  derive  to  us,  ought  with  grateftil  hearts  to 
acknowledge  them. 

I  defign  in  fome  following  papers  to  draw  up  a 
lift  (for  I  can  do  no  more)  of  the  great  things  this 
parliament  has  already  performed  ;  the  many  abu- 
fes  they  have  detefted ;  their  juftice  in  deciding 
elections  without  regard  to  party ;  their  chearful- 
ncfs  and  addrefs  in  railing  fupplics  for  the  war, 
and  at  the  fame  tim^  providing  for  the  nation^s 
debts ;  their  duty  to  the  Queen,  and  their  kind* 
utCs  to  the  church.  In  the  mean  time,  I  cannot 
forbear  mentioning  two  particulars,  which  in  my 

*  The  quzlificatfon  required  by  this  adl  is  fomc  eUaie  in  land,  either 

in  puHcifion  or  cenaiu  icverilou.    See  N'  44. 

opi- 
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Qpinkm  dodifcovcr  in  fome  meafure  the  temper  of 
the  prefent  parliaiaauent^  apd  bear  analogy  to  thofe. 
paflagcs' related  by  Plutarch  In  the  lives  of  certain 
great  men  j  which,  as  himfelf  obferves,  although, 
they  be  not  of  jai^lions  which  m^ke  ?ny  great  noife 
orfjgHre^ia  hiftory,  yet  give  mofo  light  into  the, 
characters  of  pejffons,  than  we  could  receive  frcaapi 
anaccountoftl^eii^.moft  renowned  atchievements* 
Somethiiig  likierthis  may  he  obferved,  from  two 
late  inflaiic^  o£  Recency  and  good  nature  in  that 
iiluftrious  affQfXibly  j  a^m  j^paking  of.  Th?  firft 
was,,.whpQ,  aft^f  ttxat  inhum^an  attempt  upon  Mr. 
Harlcy^  they  wer?,  pleafedto  vote,  an  addrefs  to  the 
Qi^Ejf N,  w^prein they  exprpfs. thgirutmoft  detefta-^ 
tion  of  the  ;£ai^r..tb4f  J^l*  pO^W^tid  great  v-pn- 
cern  fpr  that. ;ibl?i,minifter,.  and  juftly  impute  his 
misfortunes  U)  th^f;  zeal  fop  her  raajefty's  lervice, 
which  had  drawn  vpon  him  .the  hatred  of  ^11.  the 
abettors  of  pppery.and  fa£liom  ,1  i|we  affirm  that 
fo  ^iftinguiflfiiog;  a  toark  of  honour  and  gopd-wilj,' 
firom^fijch  ap3.rliament,  was  more  acceptable  to  a 
perfbn  of  Mr.  Harley's  generous  nature,  than  the 
moil  bountiful  grant  that' -was  ever  yet  txx^dpxo  a 
fubjed.;  as  her  jnajefty's^  anifwer,  filled  with  ^gra- 
cious expreffions  in  his  favour^  adds  more  to  his. 
real  glory,  than  any  titles  (he  could  beftovy.  The 
pripce,  and  reprefentatives  of  the  whole  kingdom, 
join  in  their  concern  for  fo  important  a  life  ;  thefe 
gre  the  true  rewards  of  virtue ;  and  this  is  the  com- 
merce between  noble  fpirits,  in  a  coin,  which  the 
giver  inqws  where  to  beftow>  and  the  receiver  how 

to 
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to  value,  although  neither  avarice  nor  ambition 
would  be  able  to  comprehend  its  worth. 

The  other  inftance  I  intend  to  produce  of  decen* 
cy  and  good-nature  in  the  prefent  houfe  of  com«> 
mons,  relates  to  their  moft  worthy  ipeaker  * ; 
who  having  *f-  unfortunately  loft  his  eldeft  fbn,  the 
aflembly,  ipoved  with  a  generous  pity  for  fo  fenfi- 
ble  an  affli£tion9  adjourned  themfelves  for  a  week, 
that  fo  good  a  fervant  of  the  publick  might  liave 
fome  interval  to  wipe  away  a  fether^s  tears.  And 
indeed  that  gentleman  has  too  juft  an  occafion  for 
his  grief,  by  the  death  of  a  ion,  who  had  already 
acquired  fo  great  a  reputation  for  every  anuable 
Quality,  and  who  might  have  lived  to  be  fo  great 
an  honour  and  an  ornament  to  his* ancient  family. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  muft  dcfire  one  favour  of 
the  reader;  that  ^yhen  he  thinks  it  worth  his 
while  to  perufe  any  paper  written  againft  the  Ex- 
aminer, he  will  not  form  his  judgement  by  any 
mangled  quotation  out  of  it,  which  he  finds  in  iuch 
papers,  but  be  fo  juft  as  to  read  the  paragraph  refer-i 
red  to,  which  I  am  confident  will  be  found  a  fufficient 
anfwer  to  all  that  ever  thofe  papers  can  objeS  :  at 
leaft  I  have  feen  above  fifty  of  them,  and  never  yet 
obferved  one  fingle  quotation  tranfcribed  with  com;* 
mon  candour, 

*  William  Bromley,  cfq. 

f  Who  having  &c— Better  thus— upon  whofe  having  unfortunately^ 
loft  h's  eldeft  Ton,  the  aflembly  &c.    As  in  the  other  way,  tjoho  feetxu  to 
)>e2|a  nominative  referring  to  no  verb* 

NUM- 
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NUMBER    XXXV, 

Thurfdiy,  April  5,  1711. 

NuUo  fiio  peccato  impecEantur,  quo  minus  altmus  peccata  de^ 
tMmfir»€  p^ffinU 

No  fault  or  crime  in  themfelvcs,  hiilderd  them  from 
fearching  into^  and  pointing  dut  the  faults  of  others. 

IHave  been  confidering  the  old  conftitution  of 
this  kingdom ;  comparing  it  with  the  monar- 
chies and  republicks  whereof  we  meet  fo  many  ac- 
counts in  ancient  flory,  and  with  thofe  at  prefent 
in  moft  parts  of  Europe.     I  have  confidered  our 
religion,    eflablifhed  here  by  the  legiflature  iboa 
after  the  Reformation.    I  have  likewife  examined 
the  genius  and  difpofition  of  the  people  under  that 
reafonable  freedom   they  poffefs.     Then  I  have* 
turned  my  reflexions  upon  thofe  ^wo  great  divi- 
fions  of  whig  and  tory,  (which  fome  way  or  other 
take  in  the  whole  kingdom)  with  the  principles 
they  both  profefs,  as  well  as  thofe  wherewith  they 
reproach  one  another.     From  all  this,  I  endeavour 
to  determine,  from  which  fide  her  prefent  majefty 
inay  reafonably  hope  for  moft  fecurity  to  her  per- 
^on  and  government ;  and  to  which,  (he  ought  in 
prudence  to  truft  the  adminiftration  of  her  affairs. 
if  thcfe  two  rivals  were  really  no  more  than  par- 
ses,  according  to  the  common  acceptation  of  the 
\vord,   I  fliould  agree  with  thofe  politicians,  who 
^hiuk  a  prince  defcends  from  his  dignity,  by  put- 
ting 
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ting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  either ;  and  that  his 
wifeft  courfe  is  to  keep  them  Jn  a  balance,^  raifing 
or  deprefling  either,  as  it  bejft  fuits  with  his  de- 
figns.  But  when  the  vifible  intereft  of  his  crowr 
and  kingdom  lies  on  one  fide  ;  and  when  theothei 
js  but  a  fa£lioa,  raifed  and  ftrengthcned  by  inci- 
dents and  intrigues,  and  by  deceiving  the  peopk 
with  falfe  reprefentations  of  things  ;  he  ought  ic 
prudence  to  take  the  firft  opportupity  of  opening 
his  fubje6ls  eyes,  and  declaring  himfelf  in  fevour  ol 
thofe,  who  are  for  jprcfenring  the  civil  and  i^li^- 
ous  rights  of  the  nation,  wherewith  his  own  arc 
fb  interwoven. 

This  was  certainly  our  cafe  :  for  I  do  not  take 
the  heads,  advocates,  and  followers  of  the  whigs 
to  make  up,  ftriftly  fpeaking,  a  national  party ;  be- 
ing patched  up  of  heterogeneous,  inconfiftept  parts, 
whom  *  nothing  ferved  to  unite,  but  the  com- 
mon intereft  of  (haring  in  the  fpoil  and  plunder  ol 
the  people  ;  their  prefent  dread  of  their  advcrfa- 
ries,  by  whom  they  +  apprehended  to  be  called  to  an 
account ;  and  that  generalconfpiracy  of  endeavour- 
ing to  overturn  the  church  and  ftate,  which,  how- 
ever, if  they  could  have  compafled,  they  would  cer- 
tainly have  fallen  out  among  themfclves,  and 
broke  in  pieces,  as  their  predeceflbrs  did  after  thej 
deftroyed  the  monarchy  and  religion.  For,  ho\i 
could  a  whig,  who  is  againft  all  difcipline,  i^rd 

*  laftead  of  whm  it  ihould  havt  beeiii  tuhkh  as  idbtriog  Apre  Uatk 
mediately  to /tfr/y. 

t  It  Ihould  be  —  ^  by  whom  they  apprehended  th4jJbouUh&  called  I 
aar  accouDt/ 

7  witi 
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with  a  prefbyterian,  who  carries  it  higher  than  the 
papifts  themielves?  How  could  a  Socinian  adjuft  his 
models  to  either  ?  or  how  could  any  of  thefe  cement 
with  a  dcifl;^,  or  free-thinker,  when  they  came,  to 
confult  vpon  points  of  faith  ?  Neither  would  they 
have  agreed  better  in  tlieir  lyftems  of  government ; 
where  fome  wx>uld  have  been  for  a  king  under  the 
iimitations  of  a  duke  of  Venice ;  others  for  a  Dutch 
f cpublick :  a  third  party  for  an  ariftocracy ;  and  moft 
cf  all  for  fome  new  fabrick  of  their  own  contriving. 
But,  however,  let  us  confider  them  as  a  party, 
9nd  under  thofe  general  tenets  wherein  they  agreed, 
^md  which  they  publickly  owned,  without  charg- 
ing them  with  any  that  they  pretend  to  deny. 
Then,  let  us  examine  thofe  principles  of  the  to- 
nes, which  their  adverfaries  allow  them  to  profefs, 
and  do  not  pretend  to  tax  them  with  any  aftions 
contrary  to  thofe  profeffions :  after  which,  let  the 
reader  judge  which  of  thefe  two  parties  a  prince  has 
moft  to  fear  ;  and  whether  her  majefty  did  not  con- 
fider the  eafe,  thefafety,  and  dignity  of  her  perfon, 
the  fecurity  of  her  crown,  and  the  tranfmiflion  of 
monarchy  to  her  proteftant  fucceflbrs,  when  (he 
put  her  affairs  into  the  prefent  hands.    ^ 

Suppofe  the  matter  were  now  entire ;  the  Queen 
to  make  her  choice  ;.  and  for  that  end  Ihould 
order  the  principles  on  both  fides,  to  be  fairly  laid 
before  her.  Firft,  I  conceive  the  whigs  would 
grant,  that  they  have  naturally  no  very  great  ve- 
neration '  for  crowned  heads ;  that  they  allow  the 
perfon  of  the  prince,  may,  upon  many  occafions,  be 
reliftcd  by  arms ;  and  that  they  do  not  condemn 

the 
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the  war  raired  againft  king  Charles  the  firft,  o 
own  it  to  be  a  rebellion,  although  they  would  b 
thought  to  blaiiie  his  murder.  They  do  not  thinl 
the  prerogative  to  be  yet  fufficieiitly  limited ;  an< 
have  therefore  taken  care  (as  a  particular  mark  o 
their  veneration  for  tlie  illuftrious  houfe  ef  Hauo 
ver)  to  clip  it  fHU  clofer  againft  the  next  rtign 
which,  confequently,  they  would  be  glad  to  fee  don< 
in  the  prefent :  not  to  mention,  that  the  majorit) 
of  them,  if  it  were  put  to  the  Vote,  would  alion 
that  they  prefer  a  commonwe^th  before  a  mo- 
narchy.  As  to  religion ;  their  univerfal  undii^- 
puted  maxim  is,  that  it  ought  to  make  no  dif- 
tinftion  at  all  among  proteftants ;  and  in  tlw 
word  proteftant,  they  include  ery  body  who  is 
not  a  papift,  and  who  will  by  an  oath  give  fc- 
curity  to  the  government.  Union  in  difclpline  and 
doctrine,  the  ofFenfive  fin  of  fcliifm,  the  notion 
of  a  church  and  a  hierarchy,  they  laugh  at,  as 
foppery,  cant,  and  prieftcraft.  They  lee  no 
ncceffity  at  all  that  there  fhould  be  a  national 
faith  ;  and  what  we  ufually  call  by  that  name, 
they  only  ftyle  the  religion  of  the  magiflratc. 
Since  the  diflenters  and  we  agree  in  the  main, 
why  fhould  the  difference  of  a  few  fpeculativc 
points,  or  modes  of  drefs,  incapacitate  them  from 
ferving  their  prince  and  country,  in  a  junfture, 
when  we  ought  to  have  all  hands  up  againft  the 
common  enemy  ?  and  why  fhould  they  be  forced 
to  take  the  facrament  from  our  clergy's  hands,  and. 
in  our  pofture ;  or  indeed  why  compelled  to  re- 
ceives 
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ceive  it  at  all,  when  they  take  an  employment 
which  has  nothing  to  do  with  religion  ? 

Thefe  are  the  notions  which  moft  of  that  party 
avow,  and  which  they  do  not  endeavour  to  dif- 
guife  or  fet  off  with  felfe  colours,  or  complain  of 
being  mifreprefented  about.  I  have  here  placed 
them  on  purpofe  in  the  fame  light,  which  them- 
selves do  in  the  very  apologies  they  make  for  what 
we\accufe  them  of;  and  how  inviting  even  thcfe 
dodrines  are  for  fuch  a  monarch  to  clofe  with,  as 
<*Ur  law  both  ftatute  and  common  underftands  a 
^*ig*o£  England  to'  be,  let  others  decide.  But 
then,  if  to  thefe  we  fliould  add  other  opinions, 
which  moft  of  their  own  writers  juftify,  and  which 
their  univerfal  pradice  has  given  a  fanftion  to ; 
they  are  no  more  than  what  a  prince  might  reafon- 
^bly  expedl,  as  the  natural  confequence  of  thofe 
avowed  principles.  For,  when  fuch  perfons  are  at 
the  head  of  affairs,  the  low  opinion  they  have  of 
princes,  will  certainly  lead  them  to  violate  that 
refpeft  they  ought  to  *  bear  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
their  own  want  of  duty  to  their  fovereign,  is 
largely  made  up,  by  exading  greater  fubmiffions 
to  themfelvcs,  from  their  fellow-fubjedls ;  it  be- 
.  ^Hg  indifputably  true,  that  the  fame  principle  of 
pride  and  ambition,  makes  a  man  treat  his  equals 
'^ith  infolence,  in  the  fame  proportion,  as  he  af- 
ft'onts  his  fuperiors ;  as  both  prince  and'  people 
*^ave  fufiiciently  felt  from  the  late  miniftry. 

Then,  from  their  confefied  notions  of  religion, 
^S  above  related,  I  fee  no  reafon  to  wonder,  why 

•  It  (huuld  be  —  ihcy  ofght  to  bear  ;.?Y.r;, 

Vol.  III.  O  they 
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•they  countenanced  not  only  all  forts  of  diiienterd 
but  the  feveral  gradations  of  free-thinkers  amonj 
us,  all  which  are  openly  enrolled  in  their  party;  no 
why  they  were  fo  very  averfe  from  the  prelen 
eftabliftied  form  of  worfhip,  which,  by  prefcrib 
ing  obedience  to  princes  from  the  topick  of  con 
fcience,  would  be  fure  to  tliwart  all  their  fcheme 
of  Innovation. 

One  thing  I  miglit  add,  as  another  acknow 
ledged  maxim  in  tl^at  party,  and  in  my  opinioii  a 
dangerous  to  the  conftit;utioii  ^s  any  I  have  men 
tioned  ;  I  mean,  that  of  preferring  on  %11  occaHps 
the  monied  intereft  before  the  landed ;  whjich  thci 
were  fo  far  from  denying,  that  they  would  gfavclj 
debate  the  reafonablenefs  and  juftice  of  it ;  and  a 
the  rate  they  went  on,  might  in  a  little  time  Iiav< 
found  a  majority  of  reprefentatives,  fitly  qualifier 
to  lay  thofe  heavy  burdens  on  the  reft  of  the  na 
tion,  which  themfelves  would  not  touch  with  on 
of  their  fingers. 

However,  to  deal  impartially,  there  are  foro 
motives,  which  might  compel  a  prince  under  th 
neceffity  of  affairs  to  deliver  himfelf  over  to  tha 
party.  They  were  faid  to  poflefs  the  great  bulk  o 
ca(h,  and  confequently  of  credit,  in  the  nation 
and  the  heads  of  them  had  the  reputation  of  prefid 
ing  over  thofe  focieties,  who  have  the  great  dire£)joi 
of  both  ;  fo  that  all  applications  for  loans  to  th< 
public  fervice,  upon  any  emergency,  muft  be  mad 
through  them ;  and  it  might  prove  highly  danger 
ous  fb  difoblige  them,  becaufe  in  that  cafe  it  wa. 
not  to  be  doubted,  that  they  would  be  obftinaO 

ano 
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and  malicious,  ready  to  obftrudt  all  afFairs,  not 
only  by  (hutting  their  own  purfes,  but  by  endea- 
vouring to  fink  credit,  although  with  fome  prefent 
imaginary  lofs  to  thcmfelves,  only  to  (hew  it  was 
a  creature  of  their  own. 

From  this  fummary  of  whig  principles  and  dif- 

po(itions,  we  find  what  a  prince  may  reafonably 

fear  and  hope  from  that  party.     Let  us  now  very 

briefly  confider  the  doftri«es  of  the  tories,  which 

thetr  adverlaries  will  not  difpiite.     As  they  prefer 

i  well-tegulated  *mdharchy  6cfore»all  other  forms 

of  govepiment,  io  they  think  It  next  to  impoflible 

to  alter*  that  Ifjftitution  herej  "without  involving 

dar  whole  ifland  in  blood  tod  defblation.     They 

believe  that  the  prerogative  of  a  fovereign,  ought 

at  leaft  to  be  held  as  facred  and  inviolable  as  the 

rights  of  his  people ;  if  only  for  this  reafon,  be- 

caufe,  without  a  due  (hare  of  power,  he  will  not 

be  ible  to  proteft  them.     They  think,   that  by 

many   known   laws  of  this   realm,  both   ftatute 

and  common,    neither  the  perfon,   nor    lawful 

stuthority  of  the  prince,  ought  upon  any  pretence 

^hat(bever  to  be  refifted  or  difobeyed.     Their  {en- 

timents  In  relation  to  the  church  are  known  enough, 

^d  will  not  be  controverted,  b^ngjuft  the  reverfe 

^0  what  I  have  delivered  as  the  doftrinc  and  prac- 

^'ceof  the  whigs  upon  that  article. 

But  here  I  muft  likewife  deal  impartially  too ; 
^nd  add  one  principle  as  a  charafteriftick  of  the 
Tories,  which  has  much  difcou raged  fome  princes 
from  making  ufe  of  them  in  afFairs.  Give  the  whigs 

2  but 
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but  power  enough  to  infult  their  fovcreign, 
grofs  his  favours  to  themfelvcs,  and  to  opprefs 
plunder  their  fellow-fubjefts ;  they  prefently  gi 
into  good  humour  and  good  language  towards 
crown;  profefs  they  will  ftand  by  it  with  t! 
lives  and  fortunes  ;  and  whatever  rudeileffes  t 
may  be  guilty  of  in  private,  yet  they  affiire 
world  that  there  never  was  fo  gracious  a  monai 
But  to  the  (hame  of  the  tories  it  muft  be  confef 
that  nothing  of  all  this  Has  been  ever  obfervcd 
them  ;  in  or  out  of  favour,  you  fee  no  alterati 
farther  than  a  little  chearfulnefs  or  cloud  in  d 
countenances ;  thehigheft  employments  can  add 
thing  to  their  loyalty ;  but  their  behaviour  to  tl 
prince,  as  well  as  their  expreflions  of  love  anddi 
are  in  all  conditions  exaftly  the  fame. 

Having  thus  impartially  ftated  the  avowed  pi 
ciple  of  whig  and  tory,  let  the  reader  detenu 
as  he  pleafes,  to  which  of  thefe  two  a  wife  pri 
may,  with  moft  fafety  to  himfelf  and  the  puWi 
truft  his  perfon  and  his  affairs :  and  whether 
were  raflinefs  or  prudence  in  her  majefly,  to  m: 
thofe  changes  in  the  miniftry,  which  have  h 
fo  highly  extolled  by  fome,  and  condemned 
others. 


NUI 
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NUMBER    XXXVI. 

Thurfday,  April  12,   171 1. 

sf pedes  tamdijimiksj  tria  tatia  text  a, 
7  dies  dedit  exitio 

:h  different  forms  of  various  threads  combinM, 
c  day  deftroy'd  in  common  ruin  join'd. 

(TRITE  this  paper  for  the  fake  of  the  difleu- 
5rs,  whom  I  take  to  be  the  moft  fpreading 
ch  of  the  whig  party,  that  profefles  Chriftia- 
;  and  the  only  one  that  feems  to  be  zealous 
my  particular  fyftem  of  it ;  the  bulk  of  thofe 
all  the  low-church,  being  generally  indifferent 
undetermined  in  that  point ;  and  the  other  fub- 
ions  having  not  yet  taken  either  the  Old  or 
'  Teftament  into  their  fcheme.  By  the  dif- 
jrs  therefore  it  will  eafily  be  underftood  that  I 
1  the  prefbyteriaiis,  as  they  include  the  fe£ts 
aabaptifts,  independents,  and  others,  which 
been  melted  down  into  them  fince  the  Refto- 
n.  This  fedl,  in  order  to  make  itfelf  national, 
tig  gone  fo  far  as  to  raife  a  rebellion,  murder 
•king,  deftroy  monarchy  and  the  church,  was 
wards  broken  in  pieces  by  its  own  dividons  ; 
:h  made  way  for  the  king's  return  from  hi^ 
:.  However  the  zealous  amono:  them  did  ftlU 
rtain  hopes  of  recovering  the  dominion  of 
e  :  whereof  I  have  read  a  remarkable  paffage 
O  3  in 
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in  a  book  publifhcd  about  the  year   1661,    an—   ^ 
written  by  one  of  their  own  fide.     As  one  of  t 
regicides   was   going   to  his   execution,   a  frl 
alked  him,  whether  he  thought  the  caufe  woi 
revive  ?  He  anfwered,  The  caufe  is  in  the  bofc 
of  Chrift ;  and  as  fure  as  Chrift  rofe  from  the  desL^^i 
fo  fure  will  the  caufe  revive  alfo.     And  fhercii^jne 
the    nonconfprmifts   were  ftridly  ^yatchcd,   aiEnd 
reftrained  by  penal  laws,  during  the  reign  of  ki^cag 
Charles  the  fecond  ;  the  court  and  kingdom  loc^]^- 
ing  on  them  as  a  fadtion,    ready  to  join  in  z=^jf 
defign  againfl:  the  government  in  church  qr  fta-  ^ 
And  furely  this  was   reafonable  enough,  while      fo 
many  continued  alive  who  had  voted,  nnd  fougK^t, 
and  preached  agaipft  both,  and  gave  no  proof  tt^aat 
they  had  changed  their  principles.     The  noncc^n- 
formifts  were  then,    exadly  upon  the  fame  fkr^ot 
with  our  nonjurors  now,  whom  we  double- t^tr> 
forbid  their  convepticlcs,  and  keep  under  batch ^^» 
without  thinking  ourfelves  poflefled  with  a  per^- 
cuting  fpirit ;    becaufe  we>  know  they  want  no- 
thing but  the  power  to  ruin  us.      This,  in  tt^y 
opinion,    (hould   altogether  filence  the   diflent^^^ 
complaints  of  perfecution  under  king  Charles  tH* 
fecond  ;  or  make  them  (hew  us  wherein  they  (Jj  ^* 
fcred  at  that  time,  from  what  our  Jacobites  are  noi^^' 
Their  inclinations  to  the  church  were  foon  di** 
covered,  when  king  Jame?  the  fepond  fuccecd^^ 
tp  the  crown ;  with  whom  they  ynanimoufly  join^^ 
\\\  its  ruin,  to  revenge  themfel^-es  for  that  reftrai^' 
tliey  had  moft  juftly   fufFered   in   the    foregpio^ 
fcigu  ;  nQt  from  the  perf^cuting  temper  oftb^ 

clergff 
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clet^,  as  their  clamours  would  fuggeft,  but  the 
prudence  and  caution  of  the  legiflature.  The  fame 
^^dulgence  agalnft  law  was  made  ufe  of  by  them 
^iid  the  papifts  ;  and  they  amicably  employed  their 
Ipower,  as  in  defence  of  one  common  intereft. 

But  the  Revolution  happening  foon  after,  fervcd 
^^  wafli  away  the  memory  of  the  rebellion  ;  upon 
>^hich  the  run  ags^nft  popery  was  no  doubt  as  juft 
^^d  ieafonable,    a$  that   of  fanaticifm  after  th« 
defloration :  and  the  dread  of  popery  being  then 
our  lateft  danger,  and  confequ«ntly  the  moft  freih 
xipon  our  fpirits,   all  mouths  were  open  againft 
that ;  the  diffenters  were  rewarded  with  an  indul* 
gence  by  law  ;  the  rebellion  and  king's  murder  were 
now  no  longer  a  reproach ;  the  former  was  only  a  civil 
war,  and  whoeverdurfi:  call  it  a  rebellion,  was  a  Jaco* 
bite  and  friend  to  France.  This  was  the  more  unex- 
pefted,becaufe,  the  Revolution  being  wholly  brought 
about  by  church  of  England  hands,  they  hoped 
one  good  confequence  of  it  would  be,  the  relieving 
us  from  the  encroachments  of  difl^nters,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  papifts ;  fince  both  had  equally  confe- 
derated towards  our  ruin ;    and  therefore,   when 
the  crown  v^ras  new  fettled,  it  was  hoped  at  leaft 
that  the  reft  of  the  conftitution  would  be  reftored. 
But  this  affair  took  a  very  different  turn  :  the  dif- 
fenters had  juft  made  a  (hift  to  fave  a  tide,  and 
join  with  the  prince  of  Orange,  when  they  found 
all  was  defperate  with  their  prote£tor  kuig  James ; 
and  obferving  a  party  then  forming  againft  the 
old  principles  in  church  and  ftate,  under  the  name 
of  whigs  and  low-churchmen,  they  lifted  them- 

O  4  felvci 
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Hives  of  It,  where  they  have  ever  fince  continued. 
It  is,    therefore,    upon   the  foot  they  now  are, 
that  I  would  apply  myfelf  to  them,    and   defirc 
they  would  confider  the  different  circumftances  at 
prefent,  from  what  they  were  under  when   they 
began  their  defigns  againft  the  church  and  monar- 
chy, about  feventy  years  ago.     At  that  junfturc 
they  made  up  the  body  of  the  party;  and  whofcy- 
ever  joined  with  them  from  principles  of  revenge, 
difcontent,  ambition,  or  love  of  change,  were  ail 
forced  to  (helter  under  their  denomination  ;  united 
heartily  in  the  pretences  of  a  farther  and  purer 
reformation  in  religion,  and  of  advancing  the  great 
work  (as  the  cant  was  then)  that  God  was  about 
to  do  in  thcfe  nations  ;    received  the  fyftems  of 
do^^lrinc  and  difcipHne  prefcribed  by  the  Scots,  and 
readily  took  the  covenant ;  fa  that  there  appeared 
no  divilion  among  tlum,  till   after  the  common 
enemy  was  fubdued. 

But  now  their  cafe  is  quite  otherwife  :  and  I 
can  hardly  think  it  worth  being  of  a  party,  upon 
the  terms  they  have  been   received  of  late  years* 
For,  fuppofe   the  whole  faction  Ihould  at  length 
fucceed  in  their  defign  of  deHroying  the  church ; 
are  they  fo  weak  to  imagine,  that  the  new  mo- 
deling of  religion  would  be  put  into  their  hands  ? 
would  their   brethren,    the    low-churchmen    an^ 
free-thinkers,  fubmit  to  thc^ir  difcipline,  their  fy 
nods,   or  their  ckfics  ;  and  divide  the  lands  of  bi-*" 
fiiops,  or  deans  and  chapters,  among  them  ?  ho^ 
can.  they  help  obferving,  that  their  allies,  inftea^ 
of  protending  more  fanil:ity  than  other  men,  a/^ 
fame  or  them  for.  leveVuA'^  -^Vl  reU^ion^   and  th^ 
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r  abolifhing  it  ?  Is  it  not  mainfeft,  that  they 
>een  treated  by  their  confederates  exactly  af- 
5  fapie  manner  as  they  were  by  king  Jame$ 
X)nd ;  made  inftruments  to  ruin  the  church ; 
r  their  own  fakesj  but,  under  a  pretended 
:  of  univerfal  freedom  in  opinion,  to  advance 
rk  defigns  of  thofe  whQ  employ  them  ?  for^ 
ing  the  antimonarchical  principle,  and  a  few 
lotions'  about  liberty,  I  fee  but  little  agree- 
between  them ;  and  even  in  thcfe^  I  believe, 
lid  be  impoiiibic  to  contrive  a  frame  of  go- 
ent  that  would  pleafe  them  all,  if  they  had 
r  in  their  power  to  try.  But  however,  to 
re  the  prefbyterian  inftitution  would  never 
.  For,  fuppofe  they  fhould,  in  imitation  of 
)redeceffors,  propofe  to  have  no  king  but  our 
ir  Christ  ;  the  whole  clan  of  free-thinkers 

immediately  objeft  and  refufe  his  authority. 
2r  would  their  low-church  brethren  ufe  them 
,  as  well  knowing  what  enemies  they  are  to 
3o£l:rine  of  unlimited  toleration,  wherever 
ire  fuffered  to  prefide.  So  that  upon  the 
,  I  do  not  fee,  as  their  prefent  circumftances 

where  the  diffenters  can  find  better  quarter 
from  the  church  of  England, 
ides,  I  leave  it  to  their  confideration,  whc- 
with  all  their  zeal  againft  the  church,  they 
not  to  (hew  a  little  decency  ;  and  how  far 
(ifts  with  their  reputation  to  a£t  in  concert 
uch  confederates.  It  was  reckoned  a  very  in- 
3  proceeding  in  the  prefent  moft  chriftian 
to  aflill:  the  Turk  againft  the  emperor  :  po- 
licy 
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iicy  and  reafons  of  flate  were  not  allowed  fbfficien^^ 
excufes,  for  taking  part  with  an  infidel  againft 
believer.  It  is  one  of  the  diiTenters  quarrels  again^fc] 
the  church,  that  (he  is  not  enough  reformed  froncr-: 
popery ;  yet  they  boldly  entered  into  a  league  witET  H 
papifts  and  a  popifli  prince  to  deftroy  hen  Thcj^=r 
profefs  much  fandlity,  and  objeO:  againft  the  wicke^^ 
lives  of  fome  of  our  members ;  yet  they  have  bee  ^^i 
long,  and  ftill  continue,  in  ftrift  combination  wit  1 
libertines  and  atheifts  to  contrive  our  ruin.  Whi  t 
if  tl)e  Jews  fhould  multiply,  and  become  a  form  i 
dable  party  among  us  ?  Would  the  diflenters  jc^Ki 
in  alliance  with  them  likewife,  becaufe  they  agre-S^ 
already  in  fome  general  principles,  and  becaufe  th:^c 
Jews  are  allowed  to  be  a  ftifF-necked  and  rebellbs^^fts 
people  ? 

It  is|  the  part  of  wife  men  to  conceal  their  paJ^ 
fions,  when  they  are  not  in  circumftances  of  ev- 
erting them  to  purpofe  :  the  arts  of  getting  powe^  h 
and  preferving  indulgence,  are  very  difierent.    F^^ 
the  former,  the  reafonable  hopes  of  the  diflent«^^=f^ 
feem  to  be  at  an  end  ;  their  comrades,  the  whi^BS^ 
and  free-thinkers,  are  juft  in  a  condition  proper  to^^ 
forfaken  ;  and  the  parliament,  as  well  as  the  boc:^ 
of  the  people,  will  be  deluded  no  longer.     Befid^7^» 
it  fometimes  happens  *  for  a  caufe  to  be  exhauft^-^cd 
and  worn  out,  as  that  of  the  whigs  in  general  (eccr^J* 
at  prcfent  to  be :  the  nation  had  felt  enough    o^ 
it.     It  is  as  vain  to  hope  reftoring  that  decayed  isi" 


* 


It  fonif  times  happens  fir  a  taufc  to  le  exhaufted  &c.    A  Tulgar  ^* 
gramiTiiitlcal  idiom  ;  it  fUould  be  — '  it  Ibmetlmes  Kappeiu  tluu  a  cwj&if 

cxhaulled,  &c/ 

tevett, 
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^^reft,  as  for  a  man  of  fixty  to  talk  of  entering  on 

^  i^ew  fcene  of  life,  that  is  only  proper  for  youth 

^^d  vigour.      New  circumftances  and  new  men 

'^^  arife,  as  Well  as  new  occafions,  which  are  not 

^Ixely  to  happen  in  our  time.  So  that  the  diflenters 

^Qvc  no  game  left  at  prefent,  but  to  fecure  their 

^-^^dulgence  :  in  order  to  which,  I  will  be  fo  bold 

^^^  to  offer  them  fome  advice. 

Firft,  That  until  fome  late  proceedings  are  a  little 

*^^rgot,  they  would  take  care  not  to  provoke,  by  any 

^^  loleQpe  of  tongue  or  pen,  fo  great  a  majority  as  there 

^^  now  3gainftsthem  ;  nor  keep  up  any  longer  that. 

^Combination  with  their  broken  allies  ;  but  difperfc 

^^Icmielves,  and  lie  dormant  againft  fome  better 

^^:^pportunity.     I  have  fhewn  they  could  have  got 

«:io  advantage,  if  the  late  party  had  prevailed ;  and 

"^hcy  will  certainly  lofe   none  by  its  fall,  unlefs 

^through  their  own  fault.     They  pretend  a  mighty 

xreneratign  for  the  Queen  ;    let  them  give  proof 

^{  it  by  quitting  the  ruined  mtereft  of  thpft  who 

Iiave  ufed  her  fo  ill ;  and  by  a  due  refpeft  to  the 

perfbns  flie  is  pleafed  to  truft  at  prefent  with  her 

afiairs.     When  they  can  no  longer  hope  to  govern, 

'when  ftruggling  can  do  them  no  good,  and  may 

poflibly  hurt  them,  what  is  left,  but  to  be  filent 

and  paflive  ? 

Secondly,  Althopgh  there  be  no  law  (befide 
that  of  God  Almighty)  againft  occafional  confor- 
mity, it  would  be  prudence  in  the  diflenters  to 
\ife  it  as  tenderly  as  they  can  :  for,  befide  the  Infa- 
mous hypocrify  of  the  thing  itfelf,  too  frequent 
pra^ice  woijld  p^rl^aps  make  a  renaedy  nece^^ry. 


have  learned  from  their  direftors,  of  afledting 
under  horrible  apprehenfions,  that  the  torie 
in  the  intereft  of  the  pretender,  and  wow 
ready  to  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  of  in' 
him  over.  It  is  with  the  worft  grace  in  the  • 
that  they  offer  to  join  in  the  cry  upon  this  ar 
as  if  thofe,  who  alone  ftood  in  the  gap  agair 
the  encroachment  of  popery  and  arbritary  p 
are  not  more  likely  to  keep  out  both,  than 
of  fchifmaticks  ;  who,  to  gratify  their  ami 
and  revenge,  did,  by  the  meaneft  complis 
encourage  and  fpirit  up  that  unfortunate  p 
to  fall  upon  fuch  meafures,  as  muft  at  laft 
ended  in  the  ruin  of  our  liberty  and  religion, 

p.  S.  I  wifli  thofe  who  give  themfelves  the 
ble  to  write  to  the  Examiner,  would  coi 
whether  what  they  fend  be  proper  for  fuch 
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argue  very  reafonably  upon  it)  the  convocation 
»ow  fittmg  will,  no  doubt,  upon  due  applica- 
tion, reprefent  the  matter  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons ;  and  he  may  expeft  all  juftice  and  favour 
from  that  great  body,  ,  who  have  already  ap- 
peared fo  tender  of  their  rights. 

A  gentleman  likewife,  who  has  fent  me  feve- 
ral  letters  relating  to  perfonal  hardihips  he  re- 
ceived from  fbme  of  the  late  miniftry,  is  advi- 
fed  to  publifli  a  narrative  of  them,  they  being 
too  large,  and  not  proper  for  tlys  paper. 

NUMBER    XXXVII. 

Thurfday,  April  19,   171 1. 

Semper  caufae  eventcrum  magis  movent  quam  ipfa  evenfa. 

'AVc  are  always  more  moved  at  the  caufes  of  events,  than 
at  the  events  themfelves. 

I  A  M  glad  to  obferve  that  feveral  among  the 
whigs  have  begun  very  much  to  change  their 
language  of  late.  The  ftyle  is  now  among  the 
reafonable  part  of  them,  when  they  meet  a  man 
in  bufinefs,  or  a  member  of  parliament ;  well, 
gentlemen,  if  you  go  on  as  you  have  hitherto  done, 
we  (hall  no  longer  have  any  pretence  to  complainr : 
they  find,  it  feems,  that  there  have  been  yet  no 
overtures  made  to  bring  in  the  pretender,  nor  any 
preparatory  fteps  towards  it.  They  read  no  en- 
flaving  votes,  nor  bills  brought  in  to  endanger  the 

fubjefl-. 
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fubjeA.  The  indulgence  to  fcrupulous  confciences  :=rs 
Is  again  confirmed  from  the  throne,  inviokblj^^-^ 
prefer vcd,  and  not  the  leaft  whifper  offered  tha^^Es 
may  affedt  it.  All  care  is  taken  to  fupport  th^  .^n 
war;  fupplies  chearfuUy  granted,  and  funds  rea-^a^ 
dily  fubfcribed  to,  in  fpight  of  the  little  arts  mad»£:3( 
ufe  of  to  difcredit  them.  Thejuft  refentments  o^:^( 
ibme,  which  are  laudable  in  thenifelves,  and  to-:^! 
which,  at  another  jun6hirc,  it  might  be  pfoper  t»^B*t 
give  way,  have  been  foftencd  or  'diverted  by  th-«~li 
calmnefs  of  others;  fo  that,  upon  "the  article  dc^^o 
prefent  mnnngement,  I  do  not  fee  how  any  objec^^  -c 
tionof  weight  can  well  be  raifl4.  "  ' 

However,  our  advcrfaries  flill  allidge;  thit  thir  Jia 
great  fuccefs  was  wholly  unexpedlcd,  and  out  im  ^)f 
all  probable  view  ;  that  in  public  affairs  we  oughz^hl 
leaft  of  all  others  to  judge  by  events ;  that  the  zW  -At- 
tempt of  changing  a  miniftry  during  the  difficur-^^l- 
ties  of  a  long  war,  was  rafh  and  inconfiderates — -"C ; 
that  if  the  Queen  were  difpofed,  by  her  incline  -na- 
tions, or  from  any  pcrfonal  dillike,  for  fuch  ^ 
change,  it  might  have  been  done  with  more  fafet^B^  ^*J 
in  a  time  of  peace  ;  that  if  it  had  mifcarried  by  anrr:^3 
of  thofe  incidents,  which  in  all  appearance  migS^'^hl 
have  intervened,  the  confequences  would  perhaf^'  PS 
have  ruined  the  whole  confederacy ;  and  th6refor»*"^*^i 
however  it  has  now  fucceeded,  the  experiment  w^  "^^^ 
too  dangerous  to  *  try. 

But  this  is  what  we  can  by  no  means  allo^^^^^ 
them.    We  never  will  admit  raflinefs,  or  chanc^^^ 


*  Jtfliould  be  «<  to  be  yricd/ 


I 


}ii^3j.       THE  EXAMIN'EIL  207 

to  have  produced  aU  this  harmony  and  order.     It 
is  vilible  to  the  world,  that  the  feveral  fteps  to- 
wards this  change,  were  flowly  taken,  and  with 
*he  utmoft  caution.    The  movers  obferved  as  they 
*Wcnt  on,  how  matters  would  bear ;  and  advance! 
Ho  farther  at  firft,  than  fo  as  they  might  be  able 
to  ftop,  or  go  back,   if  qircumftances  were  not 
^XMture.    Things  vftip  grown  to  fuch  a  height, 
tliat  it  was  no  longer  thi?  queftion,  whether  a  per* 
^^QQ  ^ho^medat  an  employment,  were  a  whig  or 
^017  r  much  Jefs,  whether  he  had  merit,  or  pro- 
l>er  abilities,  far  what  he  pretended  to:  he  muft 
^^^we  his  prefermcnl  anly  to  the  favourites ;  and  the 
^rown  vas  (q  far  from .  nominating,    that   they 
'^^ould  not  allow  it  a  negative.  This  the  Queen  was 
^«(blved  no  longer  to  endure  ;  and  began  to  break 
i^to  theirprefcription,bybeftowingoneor  two  places 
^^f  confequence,    without  confulting  her  ephori, 
^^fter  they  had  fixed  them  for  others,  and  concluded 
^s  ufual,  that  all  their  bufmefs  was  to  fignify  their 
j^leafure  to  her  majefty.     But,  although  the  perfons 
"^he  Queen  had  chofen,  were  fuch,  as  no  objec- 
tion could  well  be  raifed  againft  upon  the  fcore  of 
^arty,    yet  the  oligarchy  took  the   alarm  ;    their 
^S>vereign  authority  was,  it  feems,  called  in  quef- 
tion ;  they  grew  into  anger  and  difcontent,  as  if 
%heir  undoubted  rights  were  violated.     All  former 
^obligations  to  their  fovercign  now  became  cancelled; 
^snd  they  put  themfelves  upon  the.  foot  of  the  peo- 
j)le,  who  are  hardly  ufed  after  the  moft  eminent 
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I  believe  all  men,  who  know  any  thing 
titicks,  will  agree,  that  a  prince  thus  treat 
thofe  he  has  moft  confided  in,  and  perp 
loaded  with  his  favours,  ought  to  extricate 
jelf  as  ibon  as  poffible ;  and  is  then  only  i 
able  in  his  choice  of  time,  when  he  defe 
minute  after  it  is  in  his  power  ;  becaufe,  frc 
monftrous  encroachments  of  exorbitant  avari 
ambition,  he  cannot  tell  how  long  it  may 
nue  to  be  fo.  And  it  will  be  found,  up( 
quiring  into  hiftory,  that  moft  of  thofe  p; 
who  have  been  ruined  by  favourites,  have 
their  misfortune  to  the  negleft  of  earlier 
dies ;  deferring  to  ftruggle,  until  they  wen 
funk. 

The  whigs  are  every  day  curfing  the  ungi 
'able  rage,  the  haughty  pride,  and  infatiable 
toufnefs  of  a  certain  perfon,  as  the  caufe  o 
fall ;  and  are  apt  to  tell  their  thoughts,  th: 
fingle  removal  might  have  fct  all  things 
But  the  intcrefts  of  that  fmgle  perfon,  were  i 
upon  experience,  fo  complicated  and  wovei: 
the  reft,  by  love,  by  awe,  by  marriage,  by  all 
that  they  would  rather  confound  heaven  and 
than  diflblve  fuch  a  union. 

I  have  always  heard  and  underftood,  that ; 
of  England,  poffefled  of  his  peoples  hearts, 
head  of  a  free  parliament,  and  in  full  agre 
with  a  great  majority,  made  the  true  figure 
world  that  fuch  a  monarch  ought  to  do ;  an< 
fued  the  real  intereft  of  himfclf  and  his  kiuj 
Will  they  allow  her  majefty  to  be  in  thoi 
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ctirriftanceg  at  J>refent  ?  and  was  it  not  plain,  hy 
the  addrefles  fent  from  all  parts  of  the  ifland,  and 
by  the  vifible  difpofition  of  the  people,  that  fuch 
a  parliament  would  undoubtedly  be  chofen  ?  And 
fo  it  proved,  without  the  court's  ufing  any  arts  to 
influence  eleftiohS; 

What  people  then  are  thefe  In  a  corner,  to  whom 
the  cbnftiution  iriuft  truckle  ?  If  the  whole  nation*s 
credit  cannot  fuppljr  funds  for  the  war,  without 
humble  applications  from  the  entire  legiflature  to 
a  few  retailers  df  money,  it  is  high  time  w^e 
(hould  fue  for  a  peaces  What  new  maxims 
are  thefe,  which  neither  we  nor  our  forefa- 
thers* ever  heard  of  before^  and  which  no  wife 
inftitution  would  ever  allow  !  muft  our  laws  from 
henceforward  pafs  the  Bank  and  Eafl:  India  com- 
pany, or  have  their  royal  aflent,  before  they  are 
in  force  ? 

To  hear  fome  of  thofe  worthy  reafoners  talk- 
ing of  credit,  that  (lie  is  fo  nice,  fo  fqueamifh, 
fo  capricious,  you  would  think  they  were  defcrib- 
ing  a  lady  troubled  with  vapours  or  the  colick, 
to  be  removed  only  by  a  courfe  of  fteel,  or  fwal- 
lovdng  a  bullet  By  the  narrownefs  of  their  thoughts,' 
one  would  imagine  they  conceived  the  \Vorld  to  be 
no  wider  than  Exchange  alley.  It  is  probable 
they  may  have  fuch  a  fickly  dame  among  them  ; 
and  it  is  well  if  fhe  has  no  vvorfe  difeafes,  confidering 
what  hands  (he  paflTes  through.  But  the  national 
credit  is  of  another  complexioii*J  of  found  health, 
and  an  even  temper  ;  her  life  and  exiftence  being 
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a  quinteflence  drawn  from  the  vitals  of  the  wholes 
kingdom  :  and  we  find  thefe  money  politicians-.  , 
after  all  their  noife,  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion, 
the  court  they  paid  her,  when  (he  lately  appearec 
to  them  in  the  form  of  a  lottery. 

As  to  that  mighty  error  in  politicks  they  charg^^x 
upon  the  Queen,    for  changing  her  miniftry  i^^ 
the  height  of  a  war,  I  fuppofe   it  is  only  lookei^^ 
upon  as  an  error  under  a  whiggifli  adminiftration 
otherwife  the  late  king  had  much  to  anfwer  foEr", 
who  did  it  pretty  frequently.  And  it  is  well  knowi^B, 
that  the  late  miniftry  of  famous  memory,    wt^HS 
brought  in  during  the  prefent  war ;   only   wit      h 
this  circumftance^ .  that  two  or  three  of  the  chi^sf 
did  firft  change  their  own  principles,  and  then  to(^k 
in  fuitable  companions. 

But,  however,    I  fee  no  reafon  why  the  tori^s» 
fhould  not  value  their  wifdom  by  events,  as  w€^=  U 
as  the  whigs.     Nothing  was  ever  thought  a  mo:^e 
precipitate,  rafh  counfel,  than  that  of  altering  thine 
coin  at  the  junfture  it  was  done  ;  yet  the  pruden^^:^ 
of  the  undertaking  was  fufficicntlyjuftified  by  tfcr"^  * 
fuccefs.     Perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  that  the  attem^^pf 
was  neceflary,  becaufe  the  whole  {pecies  of  m  -*>• 
ney  was  {o  grievoufly  clipped  and  counterfeit :  am-  '^^ 
is  not  her  majefty*s  authority  as  facred  as  her  coir"^  ? 
and  has  not  that  been  moft  fcandaloufly  clipp^s^ 
and  mangled,  and  often  counterfeited  too  ? 

It  Is  another  grievous  complaint  of  the  whi^^t 
that  their  late  friends,  and  the  whole  party,  Si-^ 
treated  with  obundance  of  feVerity  in  print,  axid 
in  particular  by  the  Examiner.    They  think    it 
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hard,    that   when   they  <ire   wholly   deprived   of 
power,  hated  by  the  people,  and  out  of  all  Jipp? 
^f  efrablifhing  theriifelves,  their  infirmities  fhould 
^e  fo  often  difplayed^   in  order  to  render  them  yet 
^^ore  odious  to  mankinds     This  is  \ybat  they  em- 
l^loy  their  writers  to  fet  forth  ia  their  papers  of  the 
^Veek  J  and  it  is  humorous  enough  to  obferye  one 
I^^ge  taken  up  in  railing  at  the  Examiner,  for  his 
-^rivciflives  againft  a  difcarded  miniftry;    and  the 
^th(?r  fide  filled  with  the  falfeft  and  vileft  abufcs^ 
*^gainft  thofe  who  are  now  in  the  higheft  power 
^nd  credit  with  their  fovereign,  and  whofe  leaft 
breath  would  fcatter  them  into  filence  and  obfcu- 
vitj.     However,    although   I   have   indeed   often 
Wondered    to    fee    fo    much   licetrtioufnefs   taken 
■and  connived  at,    and  am   fure  it  would  not  be 
lufFered  in  any  other  country  of  Chriftendom  ;  yet 
1   never  once  invoked  the  afliftance  of  the  gaol  or 
pillory,  which,  upon  tlie  leaft  provocation,   was 
the  ufual  ftyle  during  their  tyranny.     Theife  has 
not  pafled  a  week  thcfe  twenty  years,  without  fbme 
xnalicious  paper  fcattered  in  every  cofFee-houfe  by 
the  emiflaries  of  that  party,  whether  it  were  down 
or  up.     I  believe  they  will  not  pretend  to  objeft 
the  fame  thing  to  us  :   nor  do  I  remember  any  con- 
ftant  weekly  paper  with  refleftions  on  the  late  mi- 
niftry or  junto.     They  have  many  weak  defence- 
lefs  parts  ;  they  have  not  been  ufed  to  a  regular  at- 
tack :  and  therefore  it  is  that  they  are  fo  ill  able  to 
endure  one,  when  it  comes  to  be  their  turn ;  fo 
that  they  complain  more  of  a  few  months  truths 
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from  us,  than  we  did  of  all  their  lies  and  malice 
for  twice  as  many  years. 

I  cannot  forbear  obferving  Upon  this  occafion^ 
that  thofe  worthy  authors  I  am  fpeaking  of,  fecm 
to  me  not  fairly  to  reprefent  the  fentiments  of  their 
party;  who,  in  difputing  with  us,  do  generally 
give  up  feveral  of  the  late  miniftry,  and  freely 
own  many  of  their  failings.  They  confefs  the 
monftrous  debt  upon  the  navy  to  have  been  caufcd 
by  mofl  fcandalous  mifmanagen^nt ;  they  allow 
the  infoknce  of  fome,  and  the  avarice  of  others, 
to  have  been  infupportable :  but  thefe  gentlemcit 
are  moft  liberal  of  their  praifes  to  thofe  perfons, 
and  upon  thofe  very  articles,  where  their  wifefl: 
friends  give  up  the  point.  They  gravely  tell  us, 
that  fuch  a  one  was  the  moft  faithful  fervant  that 
ever  any  prince  had  :  another,  the  moft  dutiful ;  a 
third,  the  moft  generous  j  a  fourth,  of  the  greateft 
integrity  :  fo  that  I  lode  upon  thefe  champions  ra- 
ther as  retained  by  a  cabal  than  a  party  $  which 
I  delire  the  reafonable  men  among  them  would 
pleafe  to  confider. 
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NUMBER    XXXVm. 
Thurfday,   April  26,  171  !• 

Xiidignum  eji  in  ea  civiiate,  quae  legibus  continetur^  dlfiedi 

a  legibus. 

It  is  ihameful  and  unworthy  in  a  ftate,  whofe  fupport 
and  prefervation  is  founded  on  Laws,  that  the  laws 
ihould  be  rendered  ufelefs,  and  evaded. 

I  Have  been  often  confidering  how  it  conaes  to 
pafs»  that  the  dexterity  of  mankind  in  evil, 
ibould  always  out-grow,  not  only  the  prudence 
and  caution  of  private  perfons,  but  the  continual 
expedience  of  the  wifeft  laws  contrived  to  prevent 
it.  I  cannot  imagine  a  knave  to  poflefs  a  greater 
ihare  of  natural  wit  or  genius,  than  an  honeft 
man.  I  have  known  very  notable  fharpers  at  play, 
who,  upon  other  occafipns,  were  as  great  dunces 
as  human  fhape  can  well  allow ;  and  I  believe, 
the  fame  might  be  qbferved  among  the  other  knots 
of  thieves  and  pick-pockets  about  this  town.  Th« 
propofition  however  is  certainly  true,  and  to  be 
confirmed  by  a  hundred  inftances.  A  fcrivener, 
an  attorney,  a  flock -jobber,  and  many  other  re^ 
tailers  of  fraud,  fhail  not  only  be  able  to  over-reach 
others  n^uch  wifer  thar^  then^felve^,  but  find  out 
new  inventions  to  elude  th§  fprce  of  any  law  made 
again  ft  them.  I  fuppofe  the  reafon  of  this  may  be, 
that  as  the  aggreflfor  ib  faid  to  have  generally  the 
advan  tage  of  the  defender,  fo  the  makers  of  the  law, 
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which  IS  to  defend  our  rights,  have  ufually  not 
fo  much  induftry  or  vigour,  as  thofe  whofe  iu- 
tereft  leacfs  them  to  attack  it.  Befides,  it  rarely 
happens  that  men  are  rewarded  by  the  public  for 
their  juftice  and  virtue ;  neither  do  thofe  who 
aft  upon  fuch  principles  cxpeft  any  rccompencc 
until  the  next  world  :  whereas  fraud,  where  it 
fucceeds,  gives  ^rcfent  pay  ;  and  this  is  allowed 
the  greateft  fpur  itoaginable  both  to  labour  and 
invention.  When  a  law  is  made  to  ftop  fomc 
growing  evil,  the  wits  of  t^ofc  whofe  intereft  it 
is  tp  break  it  with  fecrecy  or  impunity,  are  im- 
mediately at  work ;  and  even  among  thofe  who 
pretend  tp  fairer  charafters,  mimy  would  gladly 
find  means  to  ^void,  wl^at  they  would  not  be 
thought  to  violate.  They  defire  tp  reap  the  ad? 
vantage,  if  poflible,  without  the  fhame,  or  at  leail 
V^ithout  the  danger.  This  art  is  what  I  take  that 
dextrpus  race  of  men,  fpruug  up  fopii  after  the 
Revolution,  to  have  ftudied  with  gr^at  application 
ever  fince  ;  and  to  have  arrived  at  great  perfection 
in.  According  to  the  do5:rine  of  fome  Romifli 
cafuifts,  tliey  have  found  out  quam  firop^  ad  peeca* 
turn  fne  peccnto  pojjint  accedere  \  they  can  tell  how 
to  go  within  an  inch  of  an  impeachment,  and  yet 
come  back  untouched.  They  know  \^^hat  d^gfce 
of  corruption  will  juft  forfeit"  an  eniployment,  and 
whether  the  bribe  you  receive  he  fufficient  to  fct 
you  right,  and  put  fomething  in  your  pocket  be- 
fidc :  how  much  to  a  penny  you  may  fafely  cheat 
the  QuEEV,  whether  forty,  fifty,  or  fixty  per  , 
i:cnt.  according  to  the  ftation  you  are  in,  ai^d  the    • 
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ifpofitions  of  the  perfonS  in  office  below  and  above 
3U.  They  hav^computed  the  price  you  may  fe- 
arely  take  or  give  for  a  place,  or  what  part  of  the 
Jary  you  ought  to  referve :  they  can  difcrectly 
iftribute  five  hundred  pounds  in  a  fmall  borough, 
without  any  danger  from  the  ftatutes  againft  brib- 
ig  eledlions.  They  can  manage  a  bargain  for  an 
ffice  by  a  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  hand  ;  fo  that 
ou  (hall  not  know  whom  to  accufe  :  they  can  win 
thoufand  guineas  at  play  in  fpite  of  the  dice, 
md  fend  away  the  lofer  fatisfied.  They  can  pafs 
he  moft  exorbitant  accounts,  over-pay  the  creditor 
,vith  half  his  demands,  and  fink  the  reft. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  relate,  or  rather  indeed 
mpoflible  to  difcover,  the  feveral  arts,  which  cu- 
rious men  have  found  out  to  enrich  themfelves,  by 
defrauding  the  publick,  in  defiande  of  the  law. 
rhe  military  men,  both  by  fea  and  land,  have 
squally  cultivated  this  moft  ufeful  faience  :  neither 
has  it  been  altogether  neglefted  by  the  other  fex ; 
of  which,  on  the  contrary,  I  could  produce  an  in- 
ftance,  that  would  make  ours  blufh  to  be  fo  far  out- 
done. 

Befides,  tq  cqnfefs  the  truth,  our  laws  them- 
felves are  extremely  defeftive  in  many  articles, 
which  I  take  to  be  one  ill  efFeft  of  our  beft  poflef- 
fion,  liberty.  Some  years  ago  the  ambafl'ador  of  a 
great  prince  was  arrefted,  and  outrages  committed 
on  his  perfon  in  our  ftreets,  without  any  poffibility 
of  redrefs  from  VV^eftminfter-hall,  or  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  fovereign  ;  and  the  legiflature  was  forced 
to  provide  a  remedy  againft  the  like  evils  in  time  to 
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come.  A  commiflioner  of  the"  flamped  paper  was 
lately  difcovered  to  have  notorioufly  cheated  the 
publick  of  great  fums,  for  maiiy  years,  by  coun- 
terfeiting the  ftamps,  which  the  law  has  made 
capital :  but  the  aggravation  of  his  crime,  proved 
to  be  the  caufe  that  faved  his  life  ;  and  that  addi- 
tional heightening  circumftance  of  betraying  his 
truft,  was  found  to  be  a  legal  defence.  I  am  af- 
fured,  that  the  notorious  cheat  of  the  brewers  at 
Portfmputh,  detefted  about  two  months  ago  ia 
parliament,  cannot,  by  any  law  now  in  force,  bo 
punifhed  in  any  degree  equal  to  the  guilt  and  infer 
my  of  it.  Nay,  what  is  almoft  incredible,  had 
Guifcard  furvived  his  deteftable  attempt  upon  M^ 
Harley*s  perfon,  all  the  inflaming  circumftanccs  of 
the  fad  would  not  have  fufficed,  in  the  opinion  of 
many  lawyers,  to  have  punifhed  him  with  death ; 
and  the  publick  muft  have  lain  under  this  dilemma, 
either  to  condemn  him  by  a  law  ex  pojl  fa9^^ 
(which  would  have  been  of  dangerous  confequence, 
and  form  an  ignominious  precedent)  or  undergo 
the  mortification  to  fee  the  greateft  villain  upon 
earth  efcape  unpunifhed,  to  the  infinite  triumph 
and  delight  of  popery  and  fa£lion.  But  even  this  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  confider,  that  pf 
all  the  iafolences  offered  to  the  Queen  lince  the  aft 
of  indemnity,  (at  leaft  that  ever  came  to  my  ears) 
I  can  hardly  inftance  above  two  or  three,  whigh 
by  the  letter  of  the  law  cpuld  aiiiouut  to  high- 
treafon. 

From  theff  defeds  in  our  laws,  and  the  want 
pf  Ibme  dilcrctionary  power,  fafely  lodged,  to  ex- 
ert 
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ert  upon  emergencies ;  as  well  as  frOm  the  great 
acquirements  of  able  men  to  elude  tjie  penalties  of 
thofe  laws  they  break,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  in- 
juries done  to  the  publick  are  fo  feldom  redreffed. 
But  befides,  no  individual  fufFcrs  by  any  wrong  he 
does  to  the  commonwealth,  in  proportion  to  thp 
advantage  he  gains  by  doing  it.  There  are  feveu 
pr  eight  millions,  who  contribute  to  the  lofs,  while 
the  whole  gain  is  funk  among  a  few^  The  damage 
fuffered  by  the  publick,  is  not  fo  immediately  qr 
heavily  felt  by  particular  perfbns ;  and  the  zeal  of 
profecutions  is  apf  to  drop  and  be  loft  among  numr 
jaers. 

But  imagine  a  fet  of  politicians  for  manv  years 

fit  the  head  of  affairs,   the  gam^  vifibly  their  ownt 

and  by  cqnfequence,  afting  with  great  fecurity } 

fnay  not  thefe   be  fometimes  tempted  to  forget 

their  caution,  by  length  qf  time,  by  excefs  of  av^T 

rice  and  ambition,  by  the  infolence  or  violence  of 

their  nature,  qr  perhaps  tiy  a  mere  contempt  fpr 

fheir  adverfaries  ?  niay  not  fuch  motives  a$  thefe 

put  them  oftep  upon  aftions  directly  againft  the 

^aw,  fuch   as  nq   eyafions  can  be  found  for,  and 

^hich  will  lay  them  fully  qpen  to  the  vengeance 

Pf  a  prevailing  intereft,  whenever  they  are  out  of 

power  ?  it  is  anfwered  in  the  affirmative.     And 

here  we  cannot  refufe  the  late  mmiftry  their  due 

praifes  ;  who,  forefeeing  a  ftorm,  prqvjded  for  their 

^Wn  fafety  by  two  admirable  expedients,  by  which, 

^ith  great  prudepce,  they  have  efcaped  the  pu- 

^ilhments  due  to  pernicious  couniels,  and  cqrri^pt 

?^nagement.      The  firft  was  to  procure,  under 
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pretences  hardly  fpecious,  a  general  zGt  of  indcm^ 
nity,  which  cuts  off  all  impeachments.  The  fc^ 
cond  was  yet  more  refined  :  fuppofe,  for  inftancCi 
a  counfel  is  to  be  purlued,  which  is  necefiary  to 
carry  on  the  dangerous  defigns  of  a  prevailing  par* 
ty^  to  prcfcrve  them  in  power,  to  gratify  the  un- 
meafurable  appetites  of  a  few  leaders  civil  and  mill" 
tary,  although  by  hazarding  the  ruin  of  the  wliole 
nation  ;  this  counfel,  defperate  in  itfelf,  unprece- 
dented in  its  nature,  they  procure  a  majority  to 
form  into  an  addrefs,  which  makes  it  look  like  die 
fenfe  of  the  nation.  Under  that  (helter  they  carry 
on  their  work,  and  lie  fecure  agaiuft  after-reckon- 
ings. 

I  muft  be  fo  free  to  tell  my  meaning  in  this  5  i 
that  among  other  things,  I  underftand  it  of  the  ad^ 
drefs  made  to  the  Queen  about  three  years  ago,  to 
deiire  that  her  majefVy  would  not  confent  to  a 
peace,' without  the  Entire  reftitution  of  Spain:  a 
proceeding,  which,  to  people  abroad,  muft  looll 
like  the  higheft  ftrain  of  temerity,  folly,  andgaf* 
conade.  •  But  we  at  home,  who  allow  the  promo' 
^ers  of  that  advice  tp  be  no  fools,  can  eafily  coni* 
prehend  the  depth  and  myftery  of  it.  They  were 
affured  by  this  means  to  pin  dpwn  the  war  upoB 
ps ;  confequcntly,  to  ii^creafe  their  own  power 
{ind  wealth,  and  multiply  difficulties  on  the  QuebS 
and  kingdom,  until  they  had  fixed  their  party  too 
firmly  to  be  ihakcn,  whenever  they  (hould  fiiA 
themftlyes  d.ifpofed  to  reverfe  their  adcjrels,  andgJi* 
ys  leave  to  wi(h  for  a  peace, 

If 
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any  man  entertains  a  more  favourable  opinion 
is  monftrous  ftep  in  poljiticks,  I  would  afk 

what  we  rjiuft  do  in  cale  we  find  it  impoffi- 
)  recover  Spain  ?  Thofe  among  the  Whigs, 
believe  a  God,  will  cgnfefs  that  the  events 
\r  He  in  his  hands  ;  and  the  reft  of  them,  who 
3wkdge  no  fuch  power,  will  allow,  that  for* 
has  too  great  a  (hare  in  the  good  or  ill  fuccefs 
ilitary  adioijs,  to  let  a  wife  man  reafbn  upoi) 
1,  as  if  they  were  entirely  in  his  power.  If 
idence  fhal}  think  fit  tq  refufe  fuccefs  to  our 
,  with  how  ill  a  grace,  with  what  (hame  and 
jfion  fha|l  we  be  pbliged  to  recant  that  pre- 
ite  addjefs,  unlefs  the  world  will  be  fo  chari- 

to  confider,  that  parlianients  among  us  differ 
luch  as  prinpes }  and  that  by  the  fatal  con- 
:ion  of  many  unhappy  circumf^anCes,  }t  is  very 
Die  for  our  ifland  to  be  reprefented  fometime^ 
hofe,  who  have  the  leaft  pretenfipns.  So  lit-: 
ruth  or  juftice  there  is  in  what  ibme  pretend 
lyance,  that  the  adtjons  of  former  (enates  ought 
y^  to  be  treated  with  refpeft  by  the  latter  ^ 
thofe  afiemblies  are  all  equally  venerable,  ^nd 
ne  to  be  preferred  before  another ;  by  which 
ment,  the  parliament  that  began  the  rebellioi^ 
ift  kuig  Charles  I.  voted  his  trial,  and  ap- 
ted  his  murderers,  ought  to  be  remembered 
.  refpeft. 

lit  to  return  from  this  digreflion  5  it  is  very 
I,  that  cqnfidering  the  defed^ivenefs  of*  our 
,  th^  variety   of  cafes,  thp  wpaknefs  of  the 

yrp^ 
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prerogative,  the  power  or  cunning  of  ili-defigning 
men,  it  is  poflible  that  many  great  abufes  may  be 
vifibly  committed,  which  cannot  be  legally  pu* 
nifhed ;  efpecially  if  wc  add  to  this,  that  fome  en- 
quiries might  probably  involve  thofe,  whom  upon 
other  accounts  it  is  not  thought  convenient  to  dif- 
turb.  Therefore  it  is  very  falfc  reafouing,  efpeci* 
ally  in  the  management  of  public  affairs,  to  argue 
that  men  are  innocent,  bccaufe  the  law  has  not  pro- 
nounced them  guilty/ 

I  am  apt  to  think  it  was  to  fupply  fuch  defers 
as  thefe,  that  fatire  was  firft  introduced  into  the 
world  ;  whereby  thofe,  whom  neither  religion,  npr 
natural  virtue,  nor  fear  of  punifliment,  were  able 
to  keep  within  the  bounds  of  their  duty,  might  l>e 
withheld  by  the  fhame  of  having  their  crimes  ex* 
pofed  to  open  view  in  the  ftroqgeft  colours,  and 
themfelves  rendered  odious  to  mankind.  Perhaps 
all  this  may  be  Jittle  regarded  by  fuch  hardened 
and  abandoned  natures  as  I  have  to  deal  with ;  but, 
next  to  taming  or  binding  a  favage  animal,  tlic 
heft  fervipe  you  can  do  the  nejghbpurhpod,  is  to 
give  them  warning  either  tp  arm  themfelves,  or 
not  come  in  its  way^ 

Could  I  have  hoped  for  any  figns  of  remorfe  from 
the  leaders  of  that  fadtion,  I  fhould  very  gla4ly 
have  changed  rpy  ftyle,  ai^d  forgot,  or  pafled  by, 
their  million  of  enormities.  But  they  are  ev^ry 
day  more  fond  of  difpovering  their  impotent  zeal 
and  malice:  witnefs  their  conduit  in  the  city 
about  4  foftni^^ht  ago,  which  had  np  other  fpd 

i^naginablc, 
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imaginable,  befide  that  of  perplexing  otir  affairs, 
and  endeavouring  to  make  things  defperate,  that 
theriifelves  may  be  thought  neceffary.  While 
they  continue  in  this  frantic  mood,  I  ihall  not  for- 
bear to  treat  them  as  they  deferve ;  that  is  to  fay, 
as  the  inveterate,  irreconcileable  enemies  to  our 
country,  and  its  Cortftitutlon. 


NUMBER   XXXIX. 

Thurfday,  May  3,  1 7 1 1 . 

^U  iulcrit  Cfdccbos'de  feditione  querentes? 

"  in  vain 

The  Gracchi  of  fedition  will  complain. 

THERE  have  been  certain  topicks  of  re^ 
proach  liberally  beftowed,  for  fbme  years 
paft,  by  the  whigs  and  tories,  upon  each  other. 
We  charge  the  former,  with  a  defign  of  dcftroying 
the  eflablifhed  church,  and  introducing  fanaticifm 
and  free-thinking  in  its  ftead.  We  accufe  them  as 
enemies  to  monarchy  ;  as  endeavouring  to  under- 
mine the  prefent  form  of  government,  and  to  build 
a  commonwealth,  or  fome  new  fcheme  of  their 
own,  upon  its  ruins.  On  the  other  fide,  their 
clamours  againft  us  may  be  fummed  up  in  thofe 
three  formidable  words,  Popery,  Arbitrary  Power, 
and  the  Pretender.  Our  accufations  againfl  them 
wc  endeavour  to  make  good  by  certain  overt-aSs ; 
fuch  as  their  perpetually  abufing  the  whole  body 
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of  the  clergy ;   their  declared  contempt  for  the 
very  order  of  priefthood;  their  averfion  .agamft  epili 
copacy ;  the  public  encouragement  and  patronage 
they  gave  to  Tindal,  Toland,  and  other  atheifticaj 
writers  ;  their  appearing  as  profefled  advocates  re^ 
tained  by  the  diflenters-,  excufing  their  feparation, 
and  laying  the  guilt  of  it  to  the  obftinacy  of  the 
church  ;  their  frequent  endeavours  to  repeal  the 
teft,  and  their  fetting  up  the  indulgence  to  fcru- 
pulous  confciences,  as  a  point  of  greater  import- 
ance than  the  eftablifhed  worfliip.     The  regard 
they  bear  to  our  monarchy,  has  appeared,  by  their 
openly  ridiculing  the  martyrdom  of  king  Charles  I. 
in  their  calves-head  clubs,  their  common  difcaurfes, 
and  their  pamphlets ;  their  denying  the  unnatural 
war  raifed  again  ft  that  prince,  to  have  been  a  rebel- 
lion ;  their  juftifying  his  murder  in  the  allowed 
papers  of  the  week  ;  their  induftry  iji  publifliing    ; 
and  fpreading  fedltious  and  republican  trafts,  fuch    - 
as  Ludlow*s  Memoirs,    Sidney    of  Government,    " 
and  mmy  others  ;  their  endlefs  lopping  of  the  pre^    1 
xogative,  and  mincing  into  nothing  her  maje^'s    : 
idtles  to  the  crown. 

What  proofs  they  bring  for  our  endeavouring  to    , 
•introduce  popery,  arbritary  power,  and  the  preten- 
der, I  cannot  readily  tell,  and  would  be  ^lad  to 
hear  :  however,  thofe  important  words  having*  by 
dextrous  management,  been  found  of  mighty  fcf- 
vice  to  the  caufc,   although  applied  with  litjlc  C9* 
lour  either  of  reafon  or  juftice  ;  I  have  been  con- 
fideringr  whether  they  ipay  ;iGt  be  adapted  to  mow 
proper  objefl:^. 

As 
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As  to  popery,  which  is  the  firft  of  thcfe;  to 
^eal  plainly,  I  can  liardly  think  there  is  any  fet  of 
nnen  among  us,  except  the  profeffors  of  it,  who 
have  any  dirc<9:  intention  to  introduce  it  here ;  but 
the  queftion  is,  whether  the  principles  and  prac- 
tices of  us,  or  the  whigs,  be  mofl  Hkely  to  make 
way  for  it  ?  It  is  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  among 
the    methods  concerting  at  Rome,    for  bringing 
over  England  into  the  hofom  of  the  catholic  church, 
one  of  the  chief  was  •to  fend  jefuits,  and  other 
emiflarics,  in  lay  habits ;  who,  perfonating  tradef* 
Imen  and  mechanicks,  fhould  mix  with  the  people, 
and  under  the  pretence  of  a  farther  and  purer  re- 
formation,  endeavour  to  divide  us  into  as  many 
<e6ts  as  poflible  ;  which  would  either  put  us  under 
The  neceffity  of  returning  to  our  old  errors,  to  pre- 
iervc  peace  at  home ;  or,  by  our  divifions,   make 
way  for  Ibme  powerful  neighbour,  with  the  aflif- 
jtance  of  the  pope's  permiflion,  and  a  confecrated 
banner,  to  convert  and  enflave  us  at  once*     If  this 
iias  been  reckoned  good  politicks,  (and  it  was  the 
bcft  the  jefuit  fchools  could  invent)  I  appeal  tp 
any  man,  whether  the  whigs,  for  many  years  paft, 
have  not  been  employed  in  the  very  fame  work  ? 
They  profeffed  on  all  occafions,  that  they  knew  no 
reafon  why  any  one  lyftem  of  fpecylative  opinions 
(as  they  term  tlie  dloftrine  of  the  church)  fliould 
be  eftablifhed  by  law,  more  than  another ;  or  why 
employments  fhould  be  confined  to  the  religion  of 
the  magiftrate,    and  that  called  the  church  efta- 
bliihed.    The  grand  maxun  they  hud  d6>wn  was, 
ihat  no  man,  for  the  fake  of  a  few  notions  and  ce- 
7  7  remonics. 
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remonies,  \inder  the  names  of  doftrine  aud  difci- 
pline,  (hould  be  denied  the  liberty  of  ferving  his 
country  :  as  if  places  would  go  a  begging  unlefs 
Brovvnifts,  Familifts,  Sweet-fingers,  Quakers^  Ana* 
baptifts,  and  Muggletoniansy  would  take  them  off 
our  hands. 

I  have  been  fometlmes  imagining  this  feheme 
brought  to  perfeAion,  and  how  diverting  it  would 
be  to  fee  half  a  dozen  fweet-fingers  on  the  bench 
in  their  ermines,  and  two  or  three  quakers  wkfa 
their  white  ftaves  at  court.  I  can  only  fay,  this 
projeft  is  the  very  counterpart  of  the  late  king 
James's  defign,  which  he  took  up  as  the  beft  me- 
thod for  introducing  his  own  religion,  under  the 
pretext  of  a  univerfal  liberty  of  confcience,  and 
that  no  difference  in  religion  fhould  make  any  in 
Jiis  favour.  Accordingly,  to  fave  appearances,  he 
dealt  fome  employments  among  diffenters  of  moft 
denominations  ;  and  what  he  did  was  no  doubt^  in 
purfuance  of  the  beft  advice  he  could  get  at  home 
or  abroad ;  but  the  church  thought  it  the  moft 
dangerous  ftep  he  could  take  for  her  deftrudHoo* 
It  is  true  king  James  admitted  papifts  among  the 
reft,  which  the  whigs  would  not :  but  this  is  fuf- 
ficiently  made  up  by  a  material  circumftancc, 
wherein  they  feem  to  have  much  outdone  that  prince, 
and  to  have  carried  their  liberty  of  confcience  to 
a  higher  point,  having  granted  it  to  all  the  clafles 
of  free-thinkers,  (which  the  nice  confcience  of  » 
popiih  prince  would  not  give  him  leave  to  do)  an4 
were  therein  mightily    overfcen ;    becaufe  it  * 

agreed 


xreed  by  the  learned^  that  there  is  but  a  very  nar^ 
)W  ftep  from  atheifm,  tc5  the  dthcr  extreme,  fuper- 
ition.  So  that  upon  the  whole,  whether  the  whigs 
ad  any  real  defign  of  bringing  in  poperjr  or  not, 

is  very  plain  that  they  took  the  moft  efFe£lual 
ep  towards  it  J  and  if  the  jefuits  had  beeii  theit* 
amediate  diredtors^  they  coiild  not  have  taught 
lem  better,  ndr  have  found  apter  fcholars. 

Their  fecond  accufation  is,  that  we  encourage! 
id  maintain  atbritary  power  in  princes ;  arid  pro- 
lote  enflaving  doctrines  among  the  people;     Tills 
ley  go  ibout  to  prove  by  inftanccs  i  producing 
le  particular  opinions  of  certain  divines  in  king 
Charles  II's  reign,  a  decree  of  Oxford  univerfity^ 
cid  fome  few  w titers  fince  the  Revolution,     What 
tiey  meaii  is  the  principle  of  paffive  obedience  and 
.on-refiftance,  which  thofe  who  affirm,  did  I  be- 
icve  never  intend  ihould  include  arbitrary  power* 
Jpwever^  although  1  am  fenfible  that  it  is  not 
cckoned  prudent  in  a  difpute  to  make  any  Goricef- 
ions^  without  the  laft  neceffity  i    yet  1  do  agree^ 
hat  in  my  own  private  opinion,  fome  writers  did 
:arry  that  tenet  of  paffive  obedience  to  a  heighti 
pirbich  feemed  hardly  confiftent  with  the  liberties  of 
i-country^  whofe  laws  cati  neither  be  enabled  nor 
repealed,  without  the  confent  elf  the  whole  people  : 
t  mean  nbt  thofe^  who  affirm  it  diie  iri  general,  ai 
It  certainly  is,  to  the  legiflature  j  but  fuch  as  fix 
it  entirely  in  the  prince^  perlbn.     This  laft  has, 
i  belicvcj  bden  done  by  a  very  few ;  but  when  the 
whigs  (jiiote  authors  to  prove  i^  upon  us^   they 
yoLAlL  q^  bri»^ 


226  THE   EXAMINER.        JTjj. 

bring  in  all  who  mention  it  as  a  duty  in  general, 
without  applying  it  to  princes  abftrafted  from  their 
fenate. 

By  thus  freely  declaring  my  own  fentiments  of 
pafliVe  obedience,  it  will  at  leaft  appear  that  I  do 
not  write  for  party  ;  neither  do  I  upon  any  occafimi 
pretend  to  fpeak  their  fentiments,  but  my  own. 
The  majority  of  the  two  houfes,  and  the  prefcnt 
miniftry  (if  thofe  be  a  party)  feem  to  me  in  all 
their  proceedings  to  purfue  the  real  intereft  of 
church  and  ftate ;  and  if  I  (hould  happen  to  dificr 
from  particular  perfbns  among  them,  in  a  finglc  ' 
notion  about  government,  I  fuppofe  they  will  not 
upon  that  account  explode  me  and  my  paper. 
However,  as  an  anfwer,  once  for  all,  to  the  tedi- 
ous fcurrilities  of  thofe  idle  people,  who  affirm  I 
am  hired  and  direfted  what  to  write;  I  mufthere 
inform  them,  that  their  cenfure  is  an  efftft  of  thdr 
principles.  The  prefent  miniftry  are  under  no 
neceflity  of  employing  proftitute  pens  ;  they  have 
no  dark  dcfigns  to  promote  by  advancing  heterodox 
opinions. 

But  (to  return)  fuppofe  two  or  three  private  di- 
vines under  king  Charles  the  fecond,  did  a  little 
overftrain  the  dodlrine  of  paffive  obedience  to  prin- 
ces ;  fome  allowance  might  be  given  to  the  me- 
mory of  that  unnatural  rebellion  ;igainft  his  fatheti 
and  the  difmal  confequences  of  refiftance.  It  is 
plain,  by  the  proceedings  of  the  churchmen  before 
and  at  the  Revolution,  that  this  doftrihe  \tos  nc* 
ver  defigncd  ta  introduce  arbitrary  power. 

Hook 
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I  look  upon  the  Whigs  and  Diflenters  to  be  ex- 
ftlyof  the  farile  political  filith  ;  let  us  therefore 
^e,  what  (hare  each  of  them  had  hi  advancing  iar-^ 
itrary  po\Cer,  It  is  manifeft,  that  the  fanaticks 
lade  Cromwell  the  moft  abrblute  tyrant  in  Chrif- 
jndom.  The  rump  abollfhed  the  hoiife  of  lords, 
le  ar'my  abolidied  the  riimp,  dhd  by  this  artny  of 
ints  he  govefned.  The  diltenters  took  liberty  of 
3nfcienCe  arid  employments  ffoni  the  late  king 
imfes,  aS  an  iackhdwledgment  of  his  difpenfirig 
3Wer  J  which  makes  a  king  of  England  as  abfo- 
ite  as  the  Turk.  The  Whigs,  under  the  late 
in^,  pefpetilally  declared  for  keeping  up  a  ftahd-^ 
ig  army  in  tiriies  of  peace ;  which  has,  in  all  ages, 
eeii  the  fii'ft  iand  gfeat  ftep  to.  the  ruin  of  libertyi 
*hey  were  befides  difcovering  every  day  their  incli- 
atidns  to  deftroy  the  rights  of  the  church,  and 
eclared  their  opinion  in  all  coriipanics  ngauift  tlie 
ifhpps  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  peers ;  which  was 
jcafHy  copying  after  their  predeceflbrs  of  forty-one* 

need  not  fay,  their  real  intentions  were  to  make 
tie  king  ablblutd ;  but  whatever  be  the  defigns  of 
inovating  men,  they  ufually  end  In  a  tyranjiy  ; 
s  we  may  fee  by  a^  hundred  examples  in  Greecej 
lid  in  the  later  commonwealths  of  Italy  inentioned 
y  MachiaveL 

In  the  third  place,  the  Whigs  accufe  us  of  a 
efign  to  bring  in  the  pretender  ;  and  to  give  it  a 
reater  air  .of*  probability^  they  fuppofe  the  Queen 
3  be  a  party  iii  this  defign  ;  which,  however,  is 
10  very  extraordinary  fiippofition  in  thofe,  who 
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have  advanced  fuch  fmgular  paradoxes  concerning 
Greg  and  Guifcard,  Upon  this  article  their  charge 
is  general,  without  ever  offering  to  produce  an  m- 
fiance.  But  I  verily  thmk  and  believe,  it  will  ap- 
pear no  paradox,  that  if  ever  he  be  brought  in,  the 
Whigs  are  his  men.  For  firft,  it  is  an  undoubted 
truth,  that  a  year  or  two  after  the  Revolution,  fe- 
veral  leaders  of  that  party  had  their  pardons  fent 
them  by  the  late  king  James  ;  and  had  entered 
Upon  meafures  to  reftore  him,  oiv  account  of  fomc 
difobligations  they  received  from  king  William* 
Befides,  I  would  alk,  whether  thofe  who  are  under 
the  greateft  ties  of  gratitude  to  king  James,  arc 
ftot  at  this  day  become  the  moft  zealous  Whigs  ? 
and  of  what  party  thofe  are  now,  who  kept  a  long 
correfpondence  with  St.  Germains  ? 

It  ia  likewife  very  obfervable  of  late,  that  the 
Whigs,  upon  all  occafions,  profcfs  their  belief  of 
the  Pretender's  being  no  impoftor,  but  a  real  Prince, 
born  of  the  late  Queen's  body  ;  which,  whether 
it  be  true  or  falfe,  is  very  unfeafonably  advanced, 
confidering  the  weight  fuch  an  opinion  muft  have 
with  the  vulgar^  if  they  once  thoroughly  believe 
it.  Neither  is  it  at  all  improbable,  that  the  Preten- 
der himfelf  puts  his  chief  hopes  in  the  friendihip 
he  expc£ls  from  the  Diflenters  and  Whigs,  by  his 
choice  to  invade  the  kingdom,  when  the  latter 
were  moft  in  credit ;  and  he  had  reafon  to  count 
upon  the  former,  from  the  gracious  treatment  tliey 
received  from  his  fuppofed  father,  and  their  joyful 
acceptance  of  it.    But  farther,  what  could  be  more 


.INT 39-       THE   EXAMINER.  12^ 

confiftent  with  the  whiggifli  notion  of  a  revolution- 
principle,  than  to  bring  in  the  Pretender  ?  A  re-^ 
volution-principle,  as  their  writings  and  dilcourfes 
have  taught  us  to  define  it,  is  a  principle  perpe- 
tually difpofing  men  to  revolutions :  and  this  is 
fuitable  to  the  famous  fayuig  of  a  great  Whig,  that 
the  more  revolutions  the  better  ;  which,  how  odd 
a  maxini  foever  in  appearance,  I  take  to  be  the 
true  charaderiftick  of  the  party, 

A  dog  loves  to  turn  round  often  ;  yet  after  cer* 
tain  revolutions  he  lies  down  to  reft :  but  heads 
under  the  dominion  of  the  moon,  are  for  perpetual 
changes,  and  perpetual  revolutions :  befides,  the 
Whigs  owe  all  their  wealth  to  >yars  and  revolu- 
tiotis  ;  like  the  girl  at  Bartholomew- fair,  who  gets 
a  penny  by  turning  round  a  hundred  times  with 
iwofds  in  her  hands. 

To  conclude,  the  Whigs  have  a  natural  faculty 
of  bringing  in  pretenders,  and  will  therefore  pro- 
bably endeavour  to  bring  in  the  great  one  at  laft* 
How  many  pretenders  to  wit,  honour,  nobility, 
politicks,  have  they  brought  in  thcfe  laft  twenty 
years  ?  In  Ihort,  they  have  been  fometimcs  able 
to  procure  a  majority  of  pretenders  in  parliament ; 
and  wanted  nothing  to  render  the  work  complete, 
except  a  pretender  at  their  head. 


Q  J  N  U  M- 
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NUMBER    XL. 

Thurfday,  May  lo,   171 1, 

Dos  efi  magna  parentum  virtus. 
The  virtue  of  parents  is  a  large  dowry  to  their  children. 

I  Took  up  a  paper  *  feme  days  ago  in  a  cofiee* 
houfc ;  and  if  the  cprrednefs  of  the  ftyle,  and 
a  fuperior  fpirit  in  it,  had  not  immediately  unde* 
ceived  me,  I  fhould  have  been  apt  to  imagine  I  had 
been  reading  an  Examiner.  In  this  paper  there 
were  feveral  important  propoiitions  advanced*  For 
infaance,  that  Providence  raifed  up  Mr.  Harley  to 
be  an  inflirument  of  great  good,  in  a  very  critical 
junclurc,  when  it  was  much  wanted^.  That  hi^ 
very  enemies  acknowledge  his  eminent  abilities, 
nnd  diftinguifhed  merit,  by  their  unwearied  and 
•reftlefs  endeavours  agaiiift  his  perfon  and  reputa-? 
tion ;  that  they  have  had  an  inveterate  malice 
agairiflf-bpth  ;  that  he  has  been  wonderfully  pre* 
ibrve'd  From  some  unparalleled  atteiUf^ts,  vjdth  more 
to  thd:  lame  purpofe.  I  immediately  computed,  by 
rules  of  arithmetic,  that  in  the  laft-cited  words 
there  yvas  ibmething  more  intended  than  the  at- 
tempt ot  Guil'card,  which,  I  think,  can  properly 

^  The  rpeaker*3  congratulation  of  Mr.  Harley  in   the  name  qT  the 

lioulc,  cnliis  el'c^pe  ;ind  recovery.  See  ihc  nc«  number. 

pafs 


4o:        THE   EXAMINER.  231 

s  but  for  one  of  the  some.  And  although  I  dare 
pretend  to  guefs  the  author's  meaning ;  yet  the 
ireflion  allows  fuch  a  latitude,  that  I  would  ven- 
s  to  hold  a  wager,  moft  readers,  both  Whig 
I  Tory,  have  agreed  with  me,  that  this  plural 
Tiber  muft  in  all  probability,  among  other  fails, 
e  in  the  bulinefs  of  Greg. 
See  now  the  difference  of  ftyles.     Had  I  been  to 
re  told  my  thoughts  on  this  occafion  ;  in  (lead  of 
ing  how  Mr.  Harley  was  treated  by  fbme  per- 
is,   and  preferved  from   fome  unparalleled  at- 
:ipts,   I  ftiould,  with  intolerable  blunt nefs  and 
manners,  have  told  a  formal  ftory  of  a  commit- 
fcnt  to  a  condemned  criminal  in  Newgate,   to  ^ 
be  him  with  pardon,  on  condition  he  would 
*ar  high  treafon  againft  his  mafter,  who  dif- 
fered his  correfpondence  and  fecured  his  perfon, 
len  a  certain  grave  politician  had   given   him 
rning  to  make  his  efcape  :  and  by  this  means  I 
>uld  have  drawn  a  whole  fwarm  of  hedge  wri- 
s,  to  exhauft  their  catalogue  of  fcurrilities  againft 
I,   as  a  liar'and  flanderer.     But,  with  fubmiflion 
the  author  of  that  forementioned  paper,  I  think 
has  carried  that  expreffion  to  the  utmoft  it  will 
ir  ;  for,  after  nil  this  noife,  I  know  of  but  tvt'o 
empts  againft  Mr.  Harley,  that  can  really  be 
led   unparalleled,  which  arc  thofe  aforefaid  of 
eg  and  Guifcard  ;  for  as  to  the  reft,  I  will  en- 
TC  to  parallel  them  from  the  ftory  of  Catiline, 
d  others  I  could  produce. 

Q  4  However^ 
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Hawever,  I  cannot  but  oSferve,  with  infinite 
pleafure,  that  a  great  part  of  what  I  have  charged 
upon  the  late  prevailing  faftion,  and  for  affirming 
which  I  have  been  a<lQrned  with  fo  many  deCeint 
epithets,  has  been  fufficiently  confirmed  at  (evetal 
times,  by  the  refolutions  of  one  or  the  other  hpufe 
of  parliament.  I  may  therefore  now  fay,  I  hope^ 
with  good  authority,  that  there  have  been  fcwne 
unparjilleled  attempts  againft  Mr,  Harley  ;  that  the 
Jate  minifiry  v/cre  juftly  to  blame  in  fome  nr^anage* 
ments,  which  occalioned  the  unfo^-tunatc  battle  t/f 
Almanza,  and  the  difappointment  at  ToDlon  }  that 
t:he  publick  lias  been  grievoufly  wronged  by  moft 
notorious  frauds  during  the  whig  adminiftratiOD  } 
that  thofc  who  advifed  the  bringing  ip  the  Paia-? 
tines,  were  enemies  to  the  kingdom  ;  that  th^  late 
managers  of  the  revenue  have  not  duly  palled  their 
{iccQunt5  for  a  great  part  of  thirty  five  nfiillions, 
and  ought  not  be  trufted  in  fuch  employments  any 
more.  Perhaps;,  in  ji  little  time,  I  may  venture 
^o  affirm  fome  other  paradoxes  of  this  kind,  and 
produce  the  fame  vouchers.  And  perhaps  alfp,  if 
it  had  not  been  fo  bufy  a  period,  inftead  of  pne 
Examiner,  the  late  miniftry  might  have  had  above 
four  hundred,  each  of  whofe  little  fingers,  would 
be  heavier  than  my  loins,  It  makes  me  think^of 
IS^cptui^e's  threat  to  the  winds  : 

QiiQs  ego  —  fed  motos  prceftat  componcrc  fluftus. 

Thus,  when  the  fpns  of  ^olus  had  almpft  funl^ 
the  Ihio  v^jtl^  the  tempefts  they  jraifed,  it  was  ne? 

fefJary 
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^c^eflary  to  fmooth  the  ocean,  and  fecure  the  veflel, 
&xiftead  of  purfuing  the  offenders. 

But  I  obferve  the  general  expeflation  at  prefent, 
^xifteaid  of  dwellaig  any  longer  upon  conjeftures 
^?vho  is  to  be  punifhed  for  part  mifcarriages,  feems 
^xixt  tipon  the   rewards  intended  to  thofe,    who 
X^ave  been  fo  highly  inftrumental  in  refcuing  our 
^^onftitution  from  its  late  dangers.     It  is  the  obfer- 
^ation  of  Tacitus,  in  the  Life  of  Agricola,  that  his 
^Hcninent-iervices  had  raifed  a  general  opinion  of  his 
l:>eing  defigned  by  the  emperor  for  praetor  of  Bri- 
tain :  Nu/Iis  in  iocfuis/ermoniius,  fed  quia  par  vide^^ 
^atur ;  and  therx  he  adds,  Nonfemper  erratfama^ 
^Hquandojt  eligit.  The  judgement  of  a  wife  prince, 
and  the  general  difpofition  of  the  people,  do  often . 
]>oint  at  the  fame  perfon  ;  aud  fometimes  the  po- 
pular wiflies  do  even  foretel  the  reward  intended 
ibr  fbme  fuperior  merit.     Thus,  among  fcveral  de- 
lerving  perfons,  there  are  two,  whom  the  public 
vogue  has  in  a  peculiar  manner  fingled  out,  as  de- 
figned very  foon  to  receive^ the  choiceft  marks  of 
^he  royal  favour ;  one  of  them  to  be  placed  in  a 
very  high  ftation,  and  both  to  increaft  the  num- 
ber of  our  nobility  *.     This  1  fay,  is  the  general 
conjcfiurc ;    for  I  pretend  to  none,  nor  will  be 
chargeable  if  it  be  not  fulfilled ;  fince  it  is  enough 
for  their  honour,  that  the  nation  thinks  them  wor- 
thy of  the  greateft  rewards. 

Upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  but  take  notice, 
|hat  of  all  the  herefies  in  politicks  profufely  fcat- 

^  JJafley  and  St.  John* 

A. i 
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tered  by  the  partifans'of  the  late  admimftration, 
none  ever  difpleafed  me  more,  or  feemed  to  have 
more  dangerous  confequences  to  monarchy,  than 
that  pernicious  talent,  fo  much  afFefted,  of  dilco- 
vering  a  contempt  for  birth,  family,  and  an- 
cient nobility.  All  the  threadbare  topicks  of  poet$ 
and  orators  were  difplayed  to  difcover  to  us,  that  me- 
rit and  virtue  were  the  only  nobility  ;  and  that^ 
the  advantages  of  blood,  could  not  make  a  knave 
or  a  fool,  either  honeft  or  wife.  Moft  popular 
commotions  we  read  of  in  the  hiftories  of  Greece 
and  Rome,  took  their  rife  from  unjuft  quarrels  to 
the  nobles ;  and  in  the  latter,  the  Plebeians  en- 
croachments on  the  Patricians,  were  the  firft  caufe 
of  their  ruin. 

Suppofe  there  be  nothing  but  opinion  in  the 
difference  of  blood ;  every  body  knows,  that  au- 
thority 13  veiy  much  founded  on  opinion.  But 
furely  that  difference  is  not  wholly  imaginary. 
The  advantages  of  a  liberal  education,  ofchoofing 
the  bcft  companies  to  convcrfe  with,  not  being  un- 
der the  necefiity  of  praftifmg  little  mean  tricks  b? 
a  fcanty  allowance,  the  enlarging  of  thought,  and 
acquiring  the  knowledge  of  men  and  things  by 
travel,  the  example  of  anceftors  inciting  to  great 
and  good  anions ;  ihefe  are  ufually  fomc  of  the 
opportunities  that  fall  in  the  way  of  thofc,  who 
are  born  of  what  v^e  call  the  better  families  :  and 
allowing  genius  to  be  equal  in  them  and  the  vul- 
gar, the  odds  are  clearly  on  their  fide.  Nay,  we 
may  obferve  in  fome,  who,  by  the  appearance  of 
merit,  or  favour  of  fortune,  have  rifen  to  great  fta- 

tioas 
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irions  from  an  obfcure  birth,  that  they  have  ftUl 
ret^ned  fome  fordid  vices  of  their  parentage  or  edu- 
.crxitipnj  either  infatiable  avarice,  or  ignominious 
fallhood  and  corruption. 

To  fay  the  truth,  the  great  negled  of  education 

ill  f(?ver«ll  noble  families,  whofe  fons  are  fuffered 

to  pafs  the  moft  improveable  feafons  of  their  youth 

ixi  vice  and  idlencfs,  have  too  much  leflened  their 

-deputation :    but   even  this   misfortune  we  owe, 

-Q.mong  all  the  reft,  to  that  whiggifli  practice  of 

*"cviling  the  univerfities,  under  the  pretence  of  their 

inftilling  pedantry,  narrow  principles,    and  high- 

^c^hurch  doctrines.  ^ 

J  would  not  be  thought  to  undervalue  merit  and 
'Virtue,  wherever  they  are  to  be  found ;  but  will 
^^llow  them  capable  of  the  higheft  dignities  in  a 
Xlate,  when  they  are  in  a  very  great  degree  of  emi- 
Xicnce.  A  pearl  holds  its  value,  though  it  be 
fouuad  in  a  dunghil ;  but  however,  that  is  not  the 
%[io{1:  probable  place  to  fearch  for  it.     Nay,  I  will 

-  ^o  farther,  and  admit,  that  a  man  of  quality 
"ivithout  merit,  is  j  aft  lb  much  the  worfe  for  his 

.  quality  ;  which  at  once  fets  his  vices  in  a  more 
public  view,  and  reproaches  him  for  them.  But, 
^3n  the  other  fide,  I  doubt  thofe  who  are  always 

-  'undervaluing  the  advantages  of  birth,  and  celebrat- 
ing perfonal  merit,  have  principally  an  eye  to  their 
t>wn,  which  they  are  fully  fatisfied  with,  and 
"which  nobody  will  difpute  with  them  about; 
whereas  they  cannot,  without  impudence  and 
folly,  pretend  to  be  nobly  born  ;  becaufc  this  is  a 
fepret  too  ealily  difcovercd :  for  no  mens  parentage  is 
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fo  nicely  enquired  into  as  that  of  affuming  upftaitj, 
efpecially  when  they  afleft  to  make  it  better  thafl 
it  is,  (as  they  often  do)  or  behave  thcmfelves  with 
infolence. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  others  upon 
this  fubjeft,   whofe  philofophical  fcom  for  blood 
and  families  reaches  even   to  thofe  that  are  royal, 
or  perhaps  took  its  rife  from  a  whiggifh  contempt 
of  the  latter ;  I  am  pleafed  to  find  two  fuch  in- 
ftances  of  extraordinary  merit,    as  I  have  men- 
tioned, joined  with  ancient  and  honourable  birth ; 
which,  whether  it  be  of  real  or  imaginary  valile, 
has  been  held  in  veneration  by  all  wife  polite  ftates, 
both  ancient  and  modern.     And  as  much  a  ^p- 
J>ery  as  men  pretend  to  think  it,  nothing  is  more 
obfervablc  in  thofe  who  rife  to  great  pliceor  wealA 
from  mean  originals,  than  their  mighty  fcdicitudc 
to  convince  the  world,  that  they  are  not  fo  low  as 
is  commonly  believed.     They  are  glad  to  find  it 
made  out,  by  fome  ftrained  genealogy,  that  they 
have  a  remote  alliance  with  better  families.  Crom* 
well  himfelf  was  pleafed  with  the  impudence  of  a 
flatterer,  who  undertook  to  prove  him  dcfcendd3 
from  a  branch  of  the  royal  ftem.     I  know  a  cid- 
^an  who  adds  or  alters  a  letter  in  his  name,  *eith 
every  plumb  he  acqitires  ;  he  now  wants  only  the 
change  of  a  vowel  *  to  be  allied  to  a  fovereign'princc 
in  Italy  -f- ;  and  that  perhaps  he  may  contrive  toft 
done  by  a  mlftake  of  the  graver  upon  his  tombfton^ 

When  I  am  upon  this  fubjcft  of  nobility,  I  am 
forry  for  the  occafion  given  me  to  mention  the  lof$ 
•  Sir  H.  Fuvncrc        f  Farncfc, 

of 
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.  pcrfon,  who  was  fo  great  an  ornament  to  it^ 
he  late  lord  prefident  *  ;  who  began  early  tO' 
inguifti  himfelf  in  the  public  fervice,  and  paf- 
through  the  higheft  employments  of  ftate,  in- 
moft  difficult  times^  with  great  abilities  and 
ainted  honour.  As  he  was  of  a  good  old  age^ 
principles  of  religion  and  loyalty  had  received 
mixture  from  late  infufions,  but  were  inftilled 
>  him  by  his  illluftrious  father,  and  other  noble 
its,  who  had  expofed  their  livQS  and  fortungs.  for 
royal  martyr : 

—  Pulcherripia  proles, 
[agnaniml  heroes  nati  melioribus  annis. 

Ii;j  firft  great,  aftion  was,  like  Scipio,  to  defend 
father  when  opprefled  by  numbers ;  and  his 
1  piety  was  not  only  rewarded  with  long  life^ 
with  9  fon,  who  upon  the  like  occafion  would 
e  (hewn  the  fame  refolution.  No  man  ever  pr^ 
ed  his  dignity  better  when  he  was  out  of  p0wcr»- 
ihewed  more  affability  while  he  was  in.  To. 
elude,  his  charafter  (which  I  do  not  here  pre-, 
i  to  draw)  .is  fuch  as  his  neareft  friends-  m^y^ 
[y  truft  to  the  moft  impartial  pen  ;  nor  wants 
Icaft  of  that  allowance,  which,  they  fay^  i^. 
lired  for  thofe  who  are  dead, 

*  Earl  of  Rochcftcr. 
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Thurfday,  May  17,   1711* 

— —  ^^;»  ctir  diftrlngere  coner^ 

Tutus  ab  infeJlU  latronibus  ?  • 

Safe  it  lies 
Within  the  flieath,  till  thieves  and  villains  rife. 

I  Never  let  flip  an  opportunity  of  endeavouring  td 
convince  the  world,  that  I  am  not  partial ;  aa^ 
to  confound  the  idle  reproach  of  my  being  hired  or' 
direifted  what  to  write  in  defence  of  the  pfefent  mi-*^ 
niftry,  or  for  detefting  the  practices  of  the  fbrmeri^ 
When  I  firft  undertook  this  paper,  I  firmly  refbl-^ 
ved,    that  if  ever  I  oblerved  any  grofs  riegleSfr- 
abufe,  or  corruption  in  the  public  management,- 
which  might  give  any  juft  offence  to  reafonablcr^ 
people ;  I  would  take  notice  of  if  with  that  innd* 
cent  boldnefs  which  becomes  an  honeft  man,  and 
a- true  lover  of  his  country  ;  at  the  fame  time  pre* 
ferving  the  refpedl  due  to  perfons  {o  highly  en* 
trufted  by  fo  wife  and  excellent  a  Queen.   I  know' 
not  how  fuch  a  liberty  might  have  been  refented  J 
but  1  thank  God  there  has  been  no  occafion  given 
•    me  to  exercifc  it ;  for  I  can  fafely  affirrai  that  I 
have  with  the  utmofl:  rigour  examined  all  the  ■  ac- 
tions of  the  prefent  miniftry,  as  far  as  they   fall 
under  general  cognizance,  without  being  able  to 
iccufe  th'win  of  one  ill  or  millaken  ftep.     Obferving 

indeed 
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indeed  fome  time  ago,  that  feeds  of  diflentimi  had 
been  plentifully  fcattered  from  a  certain  corner, 
and  fearing  they  began  to  rife  and  fpread,  1  imme- 
diately writ  a  paper  on  the  fubjeft,  which  I  treated 
with  that  warmth  I  thought  it  required  ;  but  the 
prudence  of  thofe  at  the  helm,  foon  prevented  this 
growing  evil ;  and  at  prefent  it  feems  likely  to 
have  no  confequcuces. 

I  have  had  indeed  for  fome  time  a  fmall  occafion 
of  quarrelling,  which  I  thought  too  inconfiderable 
for  a  formal  fubjed  of  complaint,  although  I  have 
hinted  at  it  more  than  once.  But  it  is  grown  at 
prefent  to  as  great  a  height,  as  a  matter  of  that 
nature  can  poffibly  bear  ;  and  therefore  I  conceive 
it  high  tinxe  that  an  effedual  ftop  fhould  be  put 
to  it.  I  have  been  amazed  at  the  flaming  licenti- 
oufnefs  of  feveral  weekly  papers,  which,  for  fome 
months  paft,  have  been  chitfly  employed  in  bare- 
faced fcorrilities  againft  thofe  who  are  in  the  grcateft 
truft  and  favour  with  the  Queen,  with  tlie  firil 
and  laft  letters  of  their  names  frequently  printed, 
or  feme  periphrafis  defcribing  their  ftation,  or  other 
Innuendo's  contrived  too  plain  to  be  miflaken. 
The  confequence  of  which  is,  (and  it  is  natural  it 
ihouldbefo)  that  their  long '  impunity  has  rpifc 
dered  them  flill  more  audacious. 

At  this  time  I  particularly  intend  a  paper  called 
the  Medley ;  whofe  indefatigable  inceflant  railings 
againft  me  I  never  thought  convenient  to  take  no- 
rice  of,  becaufe  it  would  have  diverted  my  defigu, 
which  I  intended  to  be  of  public  ufe.  Befides,  I 
liever  yet  obferved  that  writer,  or  thofe  writers 

(for 
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(for  It  is.every  way  a  Medley)  to  argue  againft  any 
one  material  point  or  fa£t  that  I  had  advanced^  or 
make  one  f;ur  quotation.    And  after  all,  I  knew 
very  well  how  foon  the  world  grow  weaiy  of  con- 
troveriy.     It  is  plain  to  me,  that  three  or  four 
hands  at  leafl  have  been  joined  at  times  in  thgt 
worthy  compofitbn ;  but  the  out-lines,  as  well  as 
the  finifhing,  feem  to  have  been  always  the  work 
of  the  fame  pen,  as  it  is  vifible  from  half  a  fcore 
beauties  of  flyle  infeparable  from.it.'  But  who 
thefe  Medlers  are,  or  where  the  judicious  leaders 
have  picked  them  up,  I  fhall  never  go  about  to 
conjecture ;  fa£lious  rancour,  falfe  wit,  abandoned 
icurrility,  impudent  falfiiood,   and  fervile  pedao- 
Xrfj  having  fo  many  fathers,  and  fb  few  to  own 
them,  that  curiofity  herfelf  would  not  be  at  the 
pains  to  guefs.     It  ia  the  firft  time  I  ever  did  my- 
ietf  the  honour  tb  mention  that  adnairable  pa- 
pery nor  could  I  imagine  any  occafion  likely  ta 
happen  that  would  make  it  necefTary  for  tne  to  en- 
gage with  fuch  an  adverfary.  This  paper  is  weekly 
publiihed,  and  as  appears  by  the  number,  has  beeii 
fo  for  fevcral  months ;  and  is,  next  to  the  Obfer^ 
vator,  allowed  to  be  the  beft  produflion  of  thef 
party.      Laft  week  my  printer  brought  tne  that 
of  May  7>  Number  32,  where  there  are  twtf  para- 
graphs relating  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons,   and  to  Mr.Harley^  whichf  as  little  as  I 
am  inclined  to  engage  with  fiich  an  antagontftt  ^ 
cannot  let  pafs  without  failing  in  rriy  duty  to  the 
publick  t  and  if  thofe  in  power  will  fuffer  fuch  in* 
famous  infinuations  to  pafs  with  impunity,  they 

3  «^ 
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St  without  precedent  from  any  age  or  country  of 
le  world.  ' 

I  defire  to  open  this  matter,  and  leave  the  whigs 
hemfelvesto  determine  upon  it.    The  houfe  of 
ommons  refolved,  nemine  contradicente^   that  the 
peaker  ftiould  congratulate  Mr.Harley^sefcape  and 
ecovery,  in  the  name  of  the  houfe,  upon  his  firft 
ttendance  on  their  fervice.     This  is  accordingly 
bne;  and  the  fpeeeh,  together  with  the  chancellor 
>f  the  exchequer's,  are  printed  by  order  of  the 
loufe.  The  author  of  the  Medley  takes  this  fpcech 
o  taik  the  very  next  week  after  it  is  publifhed  ; 
!eUii>g  us  in  the  aforefaid  paper,  that  the  fpeaker's 
XMnmendtng  Mr.  Harley  for  being  an  inftrument 
)f  great  good  to  the  nation,  was  ill-chofen  flat- 
:ery  ;  becaufe  Mr.  Harley  had  brought  the  nation 
jnder  great  difficulties,  to  fay  no  more.     He  fays, 
that  when  the  fpeaker  tells  Mr.  Harley,  that  Provi- 
knce  has  wonderfully  preferved  him  from  fome  un- 
paralleled attempts,  (for  that  the  Medley  alludes  to) 
he  only  revives  a  falfe  and  grounlefs  calumny  upon 
other  men  ;  which  is  an  inftance  of  impotent,  but 
inveterate  malice,   that  makes  him  [the  fpeaker] 
ftill  appear  more  vile  and  contemptible.     This  is 
an  extraft  from  his  firft  paragraph.     In  the  next, 
this  writer  fays,  that  the  fpcaker*s  praying,  to  God 
for  the  continuance  of  Mr.  Harley's  life,  as  an  iii^ 
valuable  blefling,  was  a  fulfome  piece  of  infincc- 
rity,  which  expofes  him  to  (hame  and  derifion  : 
becaufe  he  is  known  to  bear  ill  will  to  Mr.  Harley, 
to  have  an  extreme  bad  opinion  of  him,    and  to 
VoL.m.  R  tliink 
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think  him  an  obftruflor  of  thofe  fine  meafures  he 
would  bring  about. 

I  now  appeal  to  the  whigs  themfelves,  whether 
a  great  miuifter  of  (late,  in  high  favour  with  the 
Queen,  and  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
were  ever  puUidy  treated  after  fo  extraordinary  a 
manner,  in  the  moft  licentious  times  ?  For  this  is 
not  a  clandeftine  label  flolen  into  the  world,  but 
openly  printed  and  fold  with  the  bookifeller's  name 
and  place  of  abode  at  the  bottom.^    And  the  junc- 
ture is  admirable,  when  Mn  Harley  is>  generally 
believed  upon  the  very  point  to  be  made  au  earl, 
and  promoted  to  the  moft  important  ftatloa  of  the 
kingdom  ;  nay,  the  very  marks  of  eAeem  he  has  . 
fo  lately  received,  from  the  whole  reprefeutative 
body  of  the  people,  are  called  ill-chofen  flattery, 
and  a  fulfome  piece  of  infincerity,  expofing  the 
donors  to  ihame  and  deriiion. 

Does  this  intrepid  writer  think  he  has  flifficiently 
dlfguifed  the  matter,  by  that  ftale  artifice  of  alter- 
ing the  flory,  and  putting  it  as  a  fuppofed  cafe  ? 
Did  any  man,  who  ever  faw  the  congratulatory 
fpecch,    read  either  of  thofe  paragraphs  in  the 
Medley,  without  interpreting  them  jufl:  as  I  have 
done  ?  will  the  author  declare  upon  his  great  fin- 
cerity,  that  lie  never  had  any  fiich  meaning?  is-- 
It  enough,  that  a  jury  at  Weftmmfler-hall  would 
perhaps  not  find  him  guilty  of  defaming  the  fpea- 
ker and  Mr.  Harley  in  that  paper  ?  which,  how- 
ever,   I  am  much   in   doubt  of  too ;    and   mufl 
think  the  law  very  defective,  if  the  reputation  of 
fuch  perfons  muft  lie  at  the  mercy  of  fuch  pens. 

I  do 
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I  do  not  rcmemter  to  have  feeii  any  libel,  fuppofed 
to  be  writ  with  caution  and  double  meaning  in  or* 
der  to  prevent  profecption,  delivered  tinder  {o  thin 
a  covef,  or  fo  unartificially  made  up,  as  this ; 
whether  It  were  from  an  apprehenfion  bf  his  rea- 
ders' dulnefs,  or  an  efifeft  of  his  own.  He  has 
tranfcribed  the  very  phfafes  df  the  (p^aker,  and 
put  fhcm  in  a  different  chara6ter,  for  fear  they 
might  pafs  unobferved,  and  prevent  all  poffibility 
of  being  miftaken.  I  (hall  be  pleafed  to  fee  him  have 
refburce  tcf  the  old  evafibn,  and  fay,  thiat  I  who 
make  the  application  am  chargeable  with  the  abufe : 
let  any  reader  of  either  party  be  judge.  But  I  can- 
not forbear  aflerting  as  my  opinion,  that  *  for  a 
miniftry  to  endure  fuch  open  calumny,  without 
calling  the  author  to  account,  is  next  to  deferving 
it.  And  this  is  an  omiffion  I  venture  to  charge 
upon  the  prefent  miniftry,  who  are  too  apt  to  de(^ 
pile  little  things,  which,  however,  have  not  al- 
Hrays  little  confequences. 

When  this  paper  was  firft  undertake,  one  de- 
lign  among  others  was,  to  examine  (bme  of  thofe 
vmtings  fo  frequently  publiflied  with  an  evil  ten- 
dency either  to  religion  or  government ;  but  I  was 
bng  diverted  by  other  enquiries,  which  I  thought 
more  immediately  neceflary  ;  to  animadvert  upon 
mens'  adions,  rather  than  their  Ipecjilations ;.  to 
(hew  the  neceffity  there  was  of  ch^m^g  the 
miniftry,    that   our   conftitution   in    church   and 

•  That  /br  a  mlnifiry  to  endurf^  6V.  —  A  low  ungnifnmatical  mode  of 
KpreiEon.  It  (hould  be  — '  chait  a  zninillry*s  eadurio^  fuch  open  ca* 
■uiny,  tvithouc  &c. 

R  2  ftate 
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ftate  might  be  prefervcd ;  to  expofe  fbme  dangerous 
principles  and  pradices  under  the  former  a4inini- 
ftration ;  and  prove  by  many  inftances,  that  Upip(e 
who  are  now  at  the  hehu,  are  entirely  in  the  tnye 
intereft  of  prince  and  people.     This  I  may  mo- 
deflly  hope  has  in  fome  meafure  been  already  done^ 
Sufficient  to  anfw^r  the  end  propofed,  whigh  was^ 
to  inform  the  ignorant,  and  thofe  at  a  diAance ; 
and  to  convince  fuch  as  are  engaged  in  party  from 
up  other  motive  than  that  of  confcience.    I  know 
not  whetlier  I  (hall  have  any  appetite  to  continue 
this  work  much  longer;  if  I  do,  perhaps  ibme. 
time  may  be  fpent  in  expofing  and  overturning 
the  falfe  reafonings  of  thofc;,  who  engage  th^ 
pens  on  the  other  fide,  without  lofing  tinje  in  vin- 
dicating my felf  againfl  their  fcurrilities,  much  lefs 
in  retorting  them.     Of  this  fort  there  is  a  certain, 
hjumble  companion,  a  French  taaitre  des  langues  V— 
who  every  month  publilhes  an  extraft  from  votcs^««i 
news-papers,^  fpeeches,  and  proclamations,  lardedS 
with  fome  infipid  remarks  of  his  own  ;  which  he= 
calls,  *  The  Political  State  of  Great  Britain/     This^ 
ingenious  piece,    he  tells  us  himfelf,  is  conftantly^ 
tranflated,  into  French,    and  printed  in  Holland,.^ 
where  the  Dutch,  ho  doubt,  conceive  moll  noblr^ 
fentiments  of  us,  conveyed  through  fuch  a  vehicle-— 
Ir  is  obfervable  in  his  account  for  April,  that  the^ 
vanity  fo  predominant  in  many  of  his  nation,  lia^ 
made  him  more  concerned  for  the  honour  of  Guif- — 
c  ard,  than  the  fafcty  of  Mr.  Ilarley*    And  for  fea^:- 

*  One  Abel  Boycr, 

w — 
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^e  liMOuld  think  the  tvorfe  of  his  country  ii{k)n 
bat  aliaflin's  account,  he  tells  us  there  have  been 
fiore  murders,  parricides,  and  villanles  committed 
1  England,  than  any  other  part  of  the  world.  I 
itinet  imagine  how  an  illiterate  foreigner,  who  is 
cither  mailer  of  our  language,  nor  indeed  of  com- 
mon fenfe  ;  and  who  is  devoted  to  a  faftion,  I  fup- 
ofe  for  no  other  reafon,  but  his  having  more 
irhig  cuftomers  than  tories,  fhould  take  it  into  his 
lead  to  write  politic  trads  of  our  affairs.  But  I 
refume,  he  builds  upon  the  foundation  of  hav- 
ig  been  called  to  an  account  for  his  infolence  in 
ne  of  his  former  monthly  productions;  which  is  a 
lethod  that  feldom  fails  of  giving  fome  vogue  to 
[le  foolifheft  compofition.  If  fuch  a  work  muft 
s  done,  I  wifli  fome  tolerable  hand  would  un- 
!rtake  it ;  and  that  we  would  not  fuffer  a  little 
hiffling  Frenchman,  to  negleft  his  trade  of  teach- 

;  his  language  to  our  children,  and  prefume  to 

Irud  foreigners  in  our  politicks. 

NUMBER    XLII. 

Thurfday,   May  24,   17x1. 

DeliSa  majorum  inimefitus  Ities'f 

Romafie^  donee  templa  refecerh^ 

Aeicfque  labentis  deofimi. 

J  of  your  father's  crimes  the  guilt  Ihali  bear,  . 

cfs  the  Cicrcd  Temples  you  repair. 

V  E  R  A  L  letters  have  been  lately  fent  me, 

Miring   I    would    make    honourable    men- 

thc  pious  defign  of  building  fifty  churches 

R3  •>- 
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in  feveral  parts  of  London  and  Weftmtnfter, 
where  they  are  moft  wanted,  occafioned  by  an  ad- 
drefs  of  the  convocation  to  the  Queen,  and  re- 
commended by  her  majefly  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons; who  immediately  promifed  they  would  ena- 
ble her  to  accomplifli  fo  excellent  a  defigu,  and  are 
now  preparing  a  bill  accordingly.  I  thought  to 
have  deferred  any  notice  of  this  importaQt  afiair 
until  the  end  of  this  feflion  ;  at  which  time,  I  pro- 
pofed  to  deliver  a  particular  account  of  the  gteat 
fnd  ufeful  things,  already  performed  by  this  p(0- 
fent  parliament  But,  in  compliance  *  to  ithofe 
who  give  themfelves  die  trouble  of  adviiing  me,  and 
partly  convinced  by  the  reafbns  they  ofi^r,  I  am 
coiUent  to  beftow  a  paper  upon  4  ful^e^  that  in^ 
de^d  fo  well  deferves  \t^ 

The  clergy,  atjd  whoever  elfe  have  a  true  con- 
cern for  the  conftitution  of  the  church,  cannot^ 
but  be  highly  ple<^fed  with  one  profpefl  in  this  T\^v^ 
fccne  of  public  afl^irs.  T^ey  rpay  Very  well  le— 
member  the  tiijie,  when  every  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment was  like  a  cloud  hanging  over  their  heads  •.- 
and  if  it  happened  to  pafs  without  burfting  intc* 
fome  ftorm  upon  the  church,  we  thanked  God,^ 
and  thought  it  a  happy  efcape  until  the  neaft  meet-^ 
ing ;  upon  which  we  refumed  our  fecret  apprchen— 
(ions,  although  we  were  not  allowed  to  believe  any^ 
danger.  Things  are  now  altered  ;  the  parliaments^ 
takes  the  neceffities  of  the  church  into  confidera— - 
tion,  receives  the  "propofals  of  the  clergy  inet  ia- 

^  Jt  fliQuld  be  -r  in  compliapce  tuff  If  thofe  kc 

con- 
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xxivocatkm,  and  amid  all  the  exigencies  of  a  long 
jxpenfive  war,,  and  under  the  preffure  of  henvy 
lebts,  finds  a  fupply  for  erefting  fifty  edifices  for 
:he  iervice  of  God.  And  it  appears  by  the  addrefs 
>f  the  commons  to  her  majefty  upon  this  occafion, 
[wherein  they  difcovered  a  true  fpirit  of  religion) 
iiat  applying  the  money  granted  to  accompliih  fo 
excellent  a  defign,  would,  in  their  opinion,  be  the 
noft  effeftual  way  of  carrying  on  the  war ;  that  it 
vould  (to  ufc  their  own  words)  be  a  means  of 
Irawing  down  bleflings  on  her  majefty's  nnder- 
rakings,  as  it  adds  to  the  number  of  thoie  places, 
where  the^prayers  of  her  devout  and  faithful  fub- 
e6ls  will  be  daily  offered  up  to  God,  for  the  prof- 
ferity  of  her  government  at  home,  and  the  fuccefs 
»f  her  arms  abroad. 

I  am  fometimes  hoping,  that  we  are  not  natu- 
ally  fo  bad  a  people,  as  we  have  appeared  for  fome 
rears  paft.  Fadion,  in'  order  to  fupport  itfelf,  is 
jenerally  forced  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  abominable 
nftruments,  that  as  long  as  it  prevails,  the  genius 
)f  a  nation  is  over-prefled,  and  cannot  appear  to 
acert  itfelf;  but,  when  that  is  broken  and  fup- 
ireffed,  when  things  return  to  the  old  courfc, 
nankind  will  naturally  fall  to  aft  from  principles 
)f^Tcafon  and  religion.  The  Romans,  upon  a 
rreat  viftory  or  efcape  from  public  danger,  fre- 
quently built  a  temple  in  honour  of  fome  god,  to 
vbofe  peculiar  favour,  they  imputed  their  fuccefs 
►r  delivery ;  and  fometimes  the  general  did  the  like, 
t  his  own!  expence,  to  aciquit  himfelf  of  fome 
>ious  vow  he  had  made,     How  little  pf  any  thing 

^  4  relem- 
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refembllng  this  has  been  done  by  us  after  all  our  vic- 
tories !  And  perhaps,  for  that  reafon  among  others^ 
they  have  turned  to  fo  little  account.  But  what 
could  we  expedl  ?  We  adled  all  along  as  if  we  be- 
lieved nothing  of  a  God,  or  his  providence ;  apd 
therefore  it  was  cpafiftcnt  to  offer  up  our  edifices 
only  to  thofe,  whom  we  looked  upon  as  givers  of 
all  victory,  in  his  ftead. 

I  have  computed  that  fifty  churches  uaay  be 
built,  by  a  medium,  at  fix  thoufand  pounds /or  a 
church,  which  is  fomewhat  under  the  price  of  a 
fubjeft's  palace  ;  yet  perhaps  the  care  of  above  two 
hundred  thoufand  fouls,  with   the  benefit  of  their 
prayers  for  the  prpfperity  of  their  Queen  art^couu'* 
try,  may  be  almoft  put  in  the  balance  with  th-^ 
domeflic  convenience,   or  even  magnificence,    »-- 
any  fubjeft  whatfoever. 

Sir  William  Petty,  who,   under  the  natno  o^ 
captain  Graunt,  publiihed  fome  obfcrvations  upoir' 
the  bills  of  mortality  about  five  years  after  the  Refto— ' 
ration,  tells  i|s,  the  parifhes  in  Loodon  were  erer^ 
then  fo  unequally  divided,  that  fome  were  twcS 
liundrcd  times   larger  than  others.      Since   thaC 
time,  the  increafe  of  trade,  the  frequency  of  par—' 
liaments,  the  defire  of  living  in  the  inetropolis,  to- 
gether with  that  genius  for  building  which,  began 
after  the  fire,  and  has  ever  fince  continued,   have 
prodigioufly  enlarged  this  town  on  all  fides  where 
it  w<ns  capable  of  increafe  ;  and  thofe  tra£ks  of  laod 
built   into   flreets,   have   generally    continued   of 
the  fame  parifti  they  belonged  to  while  they  lay 
in  fields  ;  fo  that  the  care  of  above  thirty  thoufand 

fouls 
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£buis  has  \kcti  fbmetimes  committed  to  one  mi- 
nifter,  whofc  church  would  hardly  contain  the 
twentieth  part  of  his  flock  :  neither,  I  think,  was 
any  fbnily  in  thofe  parifhes  obliged  to  pay  aboVe 
a  groat  a  year  to  their  fpiritual  paftor.  Some  fbw 
of  thoie  parifhes  have  been  iince  divided ;  in  othet-s 
were  ereAed  chapels  of  eafe,  where  a  preather  is 
maintained  by  general  contribution.  Such  poor 
fliifts  and  expedients,  to  the  infinite  fhame  and 
feandal  of  fo  vaft  and  flourifhing  a  city,  have  been 
thought  fufficient  for  the  Service  of  God  and  rell- 
g^bn,:  as  if  they  were  circumftances  wholly  indif- 
F^rent. 

^This  defeft,  ambng  other  confequettces  of  it, 
has  Made  fchifm  a  fort  of  neceflary  evil ;  there  be- 
ing at  leaft  three  hundred  thoufand .  inhabitants  in 
this  town,  wliom  the  churches  would  not  be  able 
to  contain,  if  the  people  were  ever'lb  well  dif- 
poled :  and  in  a  city,  not  overftdcked  with  zeal, 
the  only  way  to  preferve  any  degree  of  religion,  is 
to  mak^fe  all  ittehddnce  upon  the  duties  of  it  as 
eafy  and  cheap  as  poffible:  whereas,  on  the  con- 
trary, in  the  larger  pafilhes,  the  prefs  Is  fo  great, 
and  the  pew-keepers  tax  fo  exorbitant,  that  thofe 
who  love  to  fave  trouble  and  moncjr,  either  ftay 
at  home,  or  retire  to  the  conventicles.  I  believe 
there  are  few  examples,  In  any  chfiftian  country, 
of  fo  great  a  neglcft  of  religion  ;  and  the  diffent- 
ing  teachers  have  made  their  advantage  largely  by 
it,  fowing  tares  among  the  wheat  while  men  flept, 
being  much  more  expert  at  procuring  contributiims, 

which 
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which  is  a  trade  they  are  bred  up  in,  than  totn  of 
)» liberal  education. 

And  to  fay  truth,  the  way  pradifed  by  feveni 
parishes  in  and  about  this  town,    of  maintainii^ 
their  clergy  by  voluntary  fubfcriptions,  is  not  only 
an  indignity  to  the  charader,  but  has  many  per- 
nicious confequences  attending  it ;  fuch  a  precari- 
ous dependence  fubjeding  a  clergyman,  who  has 
pot  more  than  ordinary  fpirit  and  refblution,  to 
many  inconveniences,  *  which  are  obvious  to  ima- 
gine ;  but  this  defeat  will  no  doubt  be  remedied 
by  the  wifdom  and  piety  of  the  prefent  parlia- 
ment ;  and  a  tax  laid  upon  every  houfe  in  a  pariih 
for  the  fupport  of  their  paftor.      Neither  indeed 
can  it  be  popceiyed,  why  a  houfe,  whofe  purchase 
is  not  reckoned  above  one  third  lefs  than  land  of 
the  fame  yearly  rent,  ftiould  not  pay  a  twentieth 
part  annually  (which  is  half  tithe)  to  thp  fup- 
port  of  the  minifler.     One  thing  I  could  wifh^ 
that  in  fixing  the  maintenance  to  the  feveral  mi- 
niders  in  thefe  new  intended  parishes,   no  deter- 
minate fum  of  money  may  be  named  ;  which,  in 
nil  perpetuities,  ought  by  any  means  to  be  avoided ; 
but  rather  a  tax  in  proportion  to  the  rent  of  each 
hpufe,  although  it  be  but  a  twentieth,  or  even  .a 
thirtieth  part.    The  contrary  of  this,  I  am  told, 
was  done  In  feveral  pariflies  of  the  city  after  the 
fire,  where  the  incurjibent  and  his  fucceflbrs  were 
to  receive  for  ever  a  certain  fum ;  for  example,  one 

♦  Whicb  arc  obvious  ta  tmijiiMi  —  ft  fliould  be — «  Which  trc  obvioos 

Of 


N*4».        THE  EXAMINER.  251 

or  two  hundred  pounds  a  year.  But  the  lawgivers 
did  not  confider,  that  what  we  call  at  prelent  one 
hundned  pounds,  will  not  In  procefs  of  time  have 
the  intrinfic  value  of  twenty ;  as  twenty  pounds 
now,  are  hardly  equal  to  forty  (hillings,  three 
fiundred  years  ago.  There  ard  a  thoufaiid  in* 
[buices  of  this  all  over  England,  in  referved  renta 
applied  to  hofpitals,  in  old  chiefries,  and  even 
imong  the  clergy  thcmfelves,  in  thofe  pajrments 
which^  I  think,  they  call  a  modus. 

As  no  prince  had  ever  better  diipofitions  than 
hiir  prefent  majefty  for  the  advancement  of  true 
religion,  fo  there  never  was  any  age  that  produced 
greater  occasions  to  employ  them  on.  It  is  an  tm- 
(peakable  misfortune,  that  any  deiign  of  (b  excel- 
lent a  Qu£SN  ihould  be  checked  by  the  necefiities 
of  a  long  and  ruinous  war,  which  the  folly  or  cor<- 
raption  of  modern  politicians  have  involved  us  in, 
sigaioft  all  thd  maxims  whereby  opi:  couptry  flou- 
rtfhed  fo  many  hundred  years :  elfe,  lier  majefty^s 
care  of  religion,  would  certainly  have  reached  even 
to  her  American. plantations,  ^hoie  noble  coun- 
tries, flocked  by  numbers  from  hence,  whereof 
too  many  are  in  no  very  great  reputation  for  faith 
or  morals,  will  be  a  perpetual  reproach  to  us,  until 
(bme  b^t(^r  care  be  taken  fof ,  cultivating  ChrifHa- 
nity  aiiu>ng  them.  If  the  governors  of  thofe  feyc* 
ral  colonies  were  obliged,  at  certain  times,  to  tranf- 
mit  an  exa£t  reprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  religion 
in  their  feveral  diflrlds,  and  the  legiflature  here 
vrould,  in  a  time  of  leifure,  take  that  af&ir  under 
t&eir  confideration  j  it  mi^C  be  peifeft^  with  little 
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difficulty,  and  be  a  great  addiri(xi  to  the  glones  of 
her  majefly's  reign. 

But,  to  wave  farther  fpeculations  upon  fo  re- 
mote a  fcene,  while  we  have  fubje£ts  enough  to 
employ  them  on  at  hoxtie  ;  it  is  to  be  hoped  the 
clei^  will  not  let  flip  any  prq>er  opportunity  of 
improving  the  pious  difpofitions  of  the  Queen  and 
kingdom,  for  the  advantage  of  the  church  ;  whan, 
by  the  exatnple  of  times  pafl:,  they  confider  how 
rarely  fuch  conjunAures  are  likely  to  happen. 
What  if  fosbe  method  were  thought  on  to^kraid 
the  repairing  of  churches  ;  for  which  there  is  lil^ 
ly  to  be  too  frequent  occaiion  ;  thole  ancient  Go- 
thic ftruitures  throughout  this  kingdom  going 
every  year  to  decay  ?  That  expedient  of  repairing 
or  rebuilding  them  by  charitable  colleftions,  feems 
in  my  opinion  not  very  fuitable  either  to  the  dfg^ 
nity  and  ufefulnefs  of  the  work,  or  to  the  honour 
of  our  country ;  iince  it  might  be  (xy  eafily  doatt 
with  very  little  charge  to  the  publick^  in  a  much 
more  decent  and  honourable  manner^  white  jKu*- 
liaments  are  fo  frequently  called.  Butthefe,  and 
other  regulations,  muft  be  left  to  k  rimtf  of  peace, 
which  I  fhall  humbly  prefume  to  wifli  may  ftrti 
be  our  (hare,  however  ofFenfive  it  may  be  to  anjr, 
either  abroad  or  at  home,  •  who  arc  gainers  by  thfe 
war.  /       ■; 
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NUMBER   XLIIL 

Thurfday,  May  31,  171  !• 

Sciliceii  ut  foffis  curvo  dignofcere  reEhim. 
^at  hence  you  may  diftingiiifh  right  from  wrong. 

HAVING  been  forced  in  my  papers  to  ufe 
the  cant^words  of  Whig  and  Tory,  which 
have  fo  often  varied  their  fignifications  for  twenty 
years  paft,  I  think  it  neceflary  to  fay  fomething  of 
the  Icveral  changes  thofe  two  terms  have  under- 
gone fincc  that  period ;  and  then  to  tell  the  reader 
what  I  have  always  underftood  by  each  of  them, 
iince  I  undertook  this  work.     I  reckon  that  thefe 
forts  of  conceited  appellations,  are  ufually  invented 
by  the  vulgar ;  who,  not  troubling  themfelves  to 
examine  thoroughly  the  merits  of  a  caufe,  are  con- 
sequently the  moft  violent  partifans  of  what  they^ 
efpoufe,  and  in  their  quarrels  ufually  proceed  to 
their  beloved  argument  of  calling  names,  until  at 
length  they  light  upon  one  which  is  fure  to  flick : 
and  in  time,  each  party  grows  proud  of  that  ap- 
pellation, which  their  adverfaries  at  firft  intended 
for  a,  reproach.     Of  this  kind  were  the  Praiini  and 
Veneti,  the  Guelfs  and  GibcUnes,  Hugonots  and 
Papifts,  Round«-heads  and  Cavaliers,  with  many 
others  of  ancient  and  modern  date.    Among  us, 
of  late,^  there  feems  to  have  been  a  barrenneis  of 

in- 
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invention  in  this  point ;  the  words  Whig  and  Tory, 
although  they  be  not  much  above  thirty  years  old, 
having  been  prefled  to  the  fervice  of  many  fuccef- 
iions  of  parties,  with  very  different  ideas  faAened 
to  them*     This  diftinftion,   I  think,  began  to- 
wards the  latter  part  of  king  Charles  the  fecond's 
reign,  was  dropt  during  that  of  his  fucceflbr,  and 
then  revived  at  the  Revolution  ;  fmce  which  it  has 
perpetually  flourifhed,  although  applied  to  veiy 
different  kinds  of  principles  and  perfbns.    In  diat 
convention  of  Lords  and  Commons,  fome  of  both 
houfes  were  for  a  regency  to  the  prince  of  Orange, 
with  a  refervation  of  ftyle  and  title  to  the  ahient 
king,  which  ihould  be  made  ufe  of  in  all  public 
a^s :  others,   when  they  were  brought  to  allow 
the  throne  vacant,  thought  the  fucceflion  fliould 
inunediately  go  to  the  next  heir,  according  to  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom,  as  if  the  laft 
king  were  adually  dead.    And  although  the  dif* 
fenting  lords  (in  whole  houfe  the  chief  oppofition  * 
was)  did  at  laft  yield  bcth  thofe  points,  took  the* 
oaths  to  the  new  king,  and  many  of  them,  era* ' 
ployments;  yet  they  were  looked  upon  with  to 
evil  eye,  by  the  warm  zealots  of  the  other  fide; 
neither  did  the  court  ever  heartily  favour  any  of 
them,  although  fome  of  them  were  of  the  mo^- 
eminent  for  abilities  and  virtue,  and  ferved  that 
prince,  both  in  his  councils  and  his  army,  vnlth 
untainted  faith.    It  was  apprehended  at  the  fame 
time,  and  perhaps  it  might  have  been  true,  that 
many  of  the  clergy  would  have  been  better  plcaW 

with 
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h  the  fcheme  of  a  regency,  or  at  leaft;  an  un- 
irrupted  lineal  fucceilion,  for  the  fake  of  thofe 
jfe  confciences  were  truly  fcrupulous  ;  and  they 
Light  there  were  fbme  circumftances  in  the  cafe 
he  deprived  bifhops,  that  looked  a  little  hard, 
t  leaft  defcrved  commiferation; 
rhefe,  and  other  the  like  reflexions,  did,  as  I 
ceive,   revive  the  denominations  of  Whig  and 

ome  time  after  the  Revolution,  the  diftinfUoD 
tigh  and  low  church  came  in,  which  was  raifed 
he  diflenters,  in  order  to  break  the  church  party 
lividing  the  members  into  high  and  low ;  and 
opinions  raifed,  that  the  high  joined  with  the  " 
ifts,  inclined  the  low  to  fall  in  with  the  dif- 
ers. 

md  here  I  (hall  take  leave  to  produce  fbme  prin- 
es,  which,  in  the  feveral  periods  of  the  late 
n,  ferved  to  denote  a  man  of  one  or  t'other 
y.  To  be  againfl  a  flanding  army  in  time  of" 
:e,  was  all  high-church,  tory,  and  tantivy;  to 
ir  from  a  majority  of  bifhops,  was  the  fame, 
raife  the  prerogative  above  law  for  ferving  a 
I,  was  low-church  and  whig.  The  opinion  of 
majority  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  efpecially  of 
country  party  or  landed  inteyefl,  was  high-fly- 
and  rank  tory.  To  exalt  the  king's  fupremacy 
>nd  all  precedent,  was  low-church,  whiggifh,  . 
moderate.  To  make  the  leaft  doubt  of  the 
ended  prince's  being  fuppofititious,  and  a  tiler's 
was  in  their  phrafe  top  and  tpp-g^lant,  and 

perfect 
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perfc6k  jacobitifm^  To  refume  the  moft  exorbi- 
taat  grafts  that  were  ever  given  to  a  fet  of  profK* 
gate  favourites^  and  apply  them  to  the  publick, 
was  the  very  quinteffence  of  torytfm ;  notwith* 
{landing  thoie  grants  were  known  to  be  acquired 
by  facrificing  the  honour  and  the  wealth  of  Eng- 
land. 

In  the  jnoft  of  thcfe  principles,  the  two  parties 
fecm  to  have  (hifted  opinions,  lince  their  inflitu- 
tipa  under  king  Charles  the  fecond ;  and  indeed 
to  have  gone  very  diflfcrent  from  what  was  expe^ 
from  each,  even  at  the  time  of  the  Revolutioik 
Bait  as  to  that  concerning  the  pretender,  the  whig^ 
h^ve  fo  far  renounced  it,  that  they  are  grown 
the  great  advocates  for  his  legitimacy  :  which 
gives  me  the  opportunity  of  vindicating  a  nobk 
duke,  who  was  accufed  of  a  blunder  in  the 
hpufe,  when,  upon  a  certain  lord's  mentioning  the 
pretended  prince,  his  grace  told  the  lords,  he  muft 
be  plain  with  thern^  and  call  that  perfon,  not  the 
pretended  prince,  but  the  pretended  impoftor; 
which  was  fo  far  from  a  blunder  in  that  polite  lord* 
as  his  ill-willers  give  out,  that  it  was  only  a  re- 
fined way  of  delivering  the  avowed  fentimcuts  of 
his  whole  party. 

But  to  return  :  this  was  the  ftate  of  principleSf 
when  the  Queen  came  to  the  crown  ;  fome  time 
after  whicli,  it  pleafed  certain  great  perfons,  who 
had  been  all  their  lives  in  the  altitude  of  tory  pro- 
teflion,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the  whigSf 
from  whom  they  could  get  better  terms  thaa 
from  their  old  friends;    who  began  to  be  rcfty? 

and 
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would  not  allow  monopolies  of  power  and- fa- 
r,  nor  confent  to  carry  On  the  war  entirely  at 
expence  of  this  nation,  that  they  might  have 
(ions  from  abroad  ;  while  another  people,  more 
lediately  concerned  in  the  war>  traded  with 
enemy  as  in  times  of  peace  ;  whereas  the  otjier 
y,  whofe  cafe  appeared  then  as  defperate,  wa$ 
\y  to  yield  to  any  conditions  that  would  bring 
n  into  play.  A\id  I  cannot  help  affirming! 
:  this  nation  was  made  a  facrifice  to .  the  un- 
ifurable  appetite  of  power,  and  wealth  In  a  very 
,  that  (hall  be  nan>elef8,  who,  in  every  flep 
Y  made,  aded  direftly  againft  what  they  had 
ays  profefled*  And.  if  his  royal  highnefs  the 
ice*  had  died  fome  years  fooner  (who  was  a 
petual  check  in  their  career)  it  is  dreadful  to 
ik  how  far  they  might  have  proceeded* 
Jince  that  time,  the  bulk  of  the  Whigs  appear 
ler  to  be  linked  to  a  certain  fet  of  perfonSt  than 
'-  certain  fet  of  principles ;  fo  that>  if  I  were  to 
ine  a  member  of  that  party,  I  fhould  fay^  he  was 
)  who  believed  in  the  late  miniftry4  And  there- 
5,  whatever  I  have  affirmed  of  Whigs  in  ariy 
cbefe  ppers,  or  objeded  agaitiA  them^  ought 
be  underftood,  cither  of  thofe  who  were  parti- 
s  of  the  late  men  in  power,  and  privy  to  their 
ig^s ;  or  fuch,  who  joined  with  them  from  a 
red  to  our  monarchy  and  church,  as  unbelievecs 
i  diflenters  of  all  fizes ;  or  meu  in  office,  who 

*  Prince  George  of  Denn8r|l« 

Vol.  III.  S  had 
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had  been  guilty  of  much  corruption,  and  dreaded 
a  change,  which  would  not  only  put  a  ftop  to  far- 
ther abufcs  for  the  future,  but  might  perhaps  in- 
troduce examinations  of  what  was  paft  ;  or  thofc, 
who  had  been  too  highly  obliged  to  quit  their 
fupportcrs  with  any  common  decency ;  or  laftlvj  • 
the  money-traders,  who  could  never  hope  ta  make 
their  markets  fo  well  of  premiums,  and  exorbitant 
ifitcrcft,  and  high  remittances,  by  any  other  a^ 
minift  ration. 

Under  thefe  heads,  may  be  reduced  the  whofe 
body  of  thofe,  whom  I  have  all  along  underftood 
for  Whigs ;  for  I  do  not  include  within  this  num** 
ber  any  of  thofe,  who  have  been  mifled  by  igno*. 
ranee,  or  feduced  by  plaufiMe  pretences,  to  thbk 
better  of  that  fort  of  men  than  they  defcrvc,  and 
to  apprehend  mighty  dangers  from  their  diigrace, 
becaufe  I  believe  the  greateft  part  of  fuch  well- 
meanipg  people^  are  now  thoroughly  converted.  '' 

And  indeed  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  thetwofeo^ 
taftic  names  of  Whig  and  Tory,  have,  at  prefeoC, 
Tery  little  relation  to  thofe  opinions,  whkh  wafe 
at  firft  tliougjiit  to  diftinguifh  them.  Whoever 
•formerly  profefled  himfelf  to  approve  the  Revolu- 
tion, to  be  againft  the  Pretender,  to  juflrfy  rife 
fucceffion  m  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  to  tliiftk  die 
Britilh  monarchy  not  abfolute,  but  limited  by  Ia*» 
^which  i\\e  executive  power  could  not  difpcnfe  widn 
and  to  aUow  ait  indulgeiice  to  (crupuloos  con- 
fciences ;  fuch  a  man  was  content  to  be  called  a 
Whig.     Oil  the  other  fide,  whoever  aflerted  the 
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[;een*s  hereditary  rights  that  the  perfons  of 
iQCes  were  facred,  their  lawful  authority  not  to 
•refiftfed  on  any  pretence ;  nor  even  their  ufur- 
tions,  without  the  moft  extreme  neceffity ;  that 
•aches  in  the  fucceflion  wefe  highly  dangerous  j 
It  fehifm  was  a  great  evil,  both  in  itfelf  and  its 
ifequences  ;  that  the  ruin  of  the  church,  would* 
)bably  be  attended  with  that  of  the  ftate  i  that 
power  (hould  be  trufted  with  thofe  who  are  not 
the  eftablifhed  religion  ;  fuch  a  man  was  ufually 
led  a  Tory.  Now,  although  the  opinions  of 
:h  thcfc  are  very  confiftent^  and  I  feally  think 
J  maintained  at  prefent  by  a  great  majority  of 
>  kingdom ;  yet  according  as  men  apprehend  the 
iger  greater,  either  from  the  Pretender  and  his 
rty^  or  from  the  violence  and  cunning  of  other 
senies  to  the  conftitution,  fo  their  common  dif« 
irfes  and  reafonings  turn  either  to  the  firft,  or 
ond  {tt  of  thefe  opinions,  I  have  mentioned ; 
d  they  are  confequently  ftyled  either  Whigs  of 
tties.  Which  is  as  if  two  brothers  apprehended 
sir  houie  would  be  fet  upon,  but  difagreed  about 
5  place  whence  they  thpijght  the  robbers  would 
(He,  and  therefore  would  go  on  different  fides 
defend  it ;  they  muft  needs  weaken  and  expofe 
emfelves  by  fuch  a  feparation ;  and  (b  did"  t*re» 
ly  our  cafe  was  worfe  ;  for,  in  order  to  keep  off 
wreak  remote  enemy,  from  whom  we  could  not 
ddenly  apprehend  any  danger,  we  took  a  nearer 
id  a  ftronger  one  into  the  houfe.  I  make  no 
tfnparifon  at  all  between  the  two  enemies ;  pope* 
S  a  xf 
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ry  and  flavery  are  without  doubt  the  greateft  and 
moft  dreadful  of  any  ;  but  I  may  venture  to  affirm, 
that  the  fears  of  thefe  have  not,  at  lead  lince  the 
Revolution,  been  foclofeand  preflingiipon  us,  ts 
that  from  another  faftidn  ;  excepting  only  one 
fhort  period,  when  the  leaders  of  that  very  fadion 
invited  the  abdicating  king  to  return  ;  of  which  I 
have  formerly  taken  notice. 

Having  thus  declared  what  fort  of  perfons  I  btvc 
always  meant  under  the  denomination  of  Whigs> 
it  will  be  eafy  to  (hew  whom  I  underftand  by 
Tories,  Such,  whofe  principles  in  church  and 
ftate  are  what  I  have  above  related  ;  whofe  aftions 
are  derived  thence,  and  who  have  no  attachment 
to  any  fet  of  minifters,  farther  than  as  they.aie 
friends  to  the  conftitution  in  all  its  parts ;  but  will 
do  their  utmoft  to  fave  their  prince  and  countiyt 
whoever  be  at  the  helm. 

By  thefe  defcriptions  of  Whig  and  Tory,  I  am 
feniible  thofe  names  are  given  to  feverai  perfons 
very  undefervedly ;  and  that  many  a  man  is  called 
by  one  or  the  other,  who  has  not  the  leaft  tttk  to 
the  blame  or  praife  I  have  beflowed  on  'each  of 
them,  throughout  my  papers. 
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NUMBER    XLIV- 

Thurfday,  June  7,  171 1. 

^agna  ^is  ejl^  magnum  nomen^  unum  et  idem  fcntUntU 

fenaius. 

jreat  is  the  name  and  authority  of  a  fcnate,  la  which 
^  unanimity  prevails. 

^TTHOEVER  calls  to  mind  the  clamour  and 
r  V  the  calumny,  the  artificial  fears  and  jca- 
lufies,  the  fhameful  mifreprefentation  of  perlbn? 
id  of  things,  that  were  raifed  and  fpread  by  the 
aders  and  inftruments  of  a  certain  party,  upon 
le  change  of  the  laft  miniftry,  and  diflblution  of 
le  parliament ;  if  he  be  a  true  lover  of  his  cotin- 
y,  muft  feel  a  mighty  pleafure,  although  mixed 
ith  Ibme  indignation,  to  fee  the  wiflies,  the  con- 
jures, the  endeavours,  of  an  inveterate  faction, 
itirely  difappointed ;  and  this  important  period 
holly  fpent  in  reftoring  the  prerogative  of  the 
rince,  and  liberty  to  the  fubjeft  ;  in  reforming 
ift  abufes,  and  preventing  future  ;  fupplying  old 
jficiencies,  providing  for  debts,  reftoring  the  cler- 
Y  to  their  right,  and  taking  care  of  the  neceflities 
?"  the  church  ;  and  all  this,  unattended  with  any 
:"*  thofe  misfortunes  which  fome  men  hoped  for, 
hile  they  pretended  to  fear. 
For  my  own  part  I  muft  confefs,  the  difficulties 
>peared  fo  great  to  me,  from  fuch  a  noife  and 
S  3  fhc\^ 
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fhew  of  oppofition,  that  1  thought  nothing  but  the 
abf  4ute  ntceffity  of  affairs,  could  ever  juftify  fo 
daring  an  attempt.  But  a  wife  and  good  prince, 
ut  t.iC  hoad  of  an  able  miniftrv,  andofafenatc 
frcfly  clicfen,  all  united  to  purfue  the  true  intereft 
ot  their  country,  is  a  power  againft  which  the  little 
mferior  politicks  of  any  faftion,  will  be  able  to 
make  no  long  refiftance.  To  this  we  may  add  one 
additional  ftrength,  which  in  the  opinion  of  our 
advcrfarics  is  the  greateft  and  jufteft  of  any;  I 
mean  the  vox  populi^  fo  indifputably  declarative  on 
the  fame  fide.  I  am  apt  to  believe,  when  thcfc 
difcarded  politicians  begin  fcrioufly  to  coniider  aR 
this,  they  will  think  it  proper  to  give  out,  and  re- 
ferve  tlicir  wifdom  for  fome  more  convenient  junc- 
ture. 

I  It  is  plcafant  enough  to  obfervc,  that  thofc  who 
were  the  chcif  inftruments  of  railing  the  noifc, 
who  ftartcd  fears,  befpoke  dangers,  and  formed 
ominous  prognofticks,  in  order  to  fcare  the  allies^ 
to  fpirit  the  French,  and  fright  ignorant  people  at 
home,  made  ufc  of  thofe  very  opinions  themfelves 
had  broached,  for  arguments  to  prove  that  the 
change  of  miniftcrs  was  dangerous  and  unfeafon* 
able.  Rut  if  a  houfe  be  fwept,  the  more  occafion 
there  is  for  fuch  a  work,  the  more  duft  it  will 
raife ;  if  it  be  going  to  ruin,  the  repairs,  how:vcr 
ncceflary,  will  make  a  noife,  anddifturb  the  neigh* 
bourhood  a  while.  And  as  to  the  rejoicings  mad^ 
in  France,  if  it  be  true  that  they  had  any,  up^ 
the  pews  of  thofc  alterations  among  us  ;  their  joy 

was 


1^44.        THE  EXAMINER,  163 

was  grounded  upon  the  fame  hopes  with  that  of 
the  Whigs,  who  comforted  themfeives,  that  th? 
change  of  miniftry  and  parliament,  would  infalli- 
bijr  put  us  all  into  confufion,  increafe  our  divifions, 
and  deftroy  our  credit,  wherein  I  fuppofe  by  this 
dme  they  are  equally  undeceived. 

But  this  longfeffion  being  in  a  manner  ended, 
which  fcveral  circumftances,  and  one  accident  al- 
together unforefeeil,  have  drawn  out  beyond  the 
iifiial  tinic ;  it  may  be  fome  fmall  piece  of  juftice 
to  fo  excellent  an  affembly,  barely  to  mention  a 
icw  of  thofe  great  things  they  have  done,  for 
the  fcrvice  of  their  Queen  and  country,  which  I 
(hall  take  notice  of  juft  as  they  come  to  my  me- 
mory. 

The  credit  of  the  nation  began  mightily  to  fuf- 
fer  by  a  difcount  upon  Exchequer  bills,  which 
have  been  generally  reckoned  the  fureft  and  moft 
(acred  of  all  fecurities.  The  prefent  lord  trea- 
furer,  then  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
propofed  a  method,  which  was  immediately  com- 
plied-with,  of  raifing  them  to  a  par  with  fpccie  ; 
and  fb  they  have  ever  (ince  continued. 

The  Britifli  colonies  of  Nevis  and  St.Chrifto- 
pher's  had  been  miferably  plundered  by  the  French, 
their  houfes  burnt,  their  plantations  deftroyed, 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants  carried  away  pri- 
ibncrs ;  they  had  often,  for  fome  years  paft,  ap- 
plied  in  vain  for  relief  from  hence;  until  the 
prefent  parliament,  confidering  their  condition  as 
a  cafe  of  juftice  and  mercy,  voted  tliepa  one  hun- 

S  4  drcd 
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dred  thoufand  pounds  by  way  of  recompence,  in 
feme  manner,  for  their  fufFerings. 

Some  pcrfons,  whom  the  voice  of  the  nation  au- 
thorizes me  to  call  her  enemies,  taking  advantage 
of  the  general  naturalization  aft,  had  invited  over  a 
great  number  of  foreigners  of  all  religions,  under 
the  name  of  Palatines,  who  underftood  no  trade 
or  handicraft,  yet  rather  chofe  to  beg  tlian  labour ; 
who,  befidc  infefting  our  ftrects,  bred  contaj^..^;.s 
difeafes,  by  which  we  loft  in  natives  thrice  the 
number  of  what  we  gained  in  foreigners.  The 
houfe  of  commons,  as  a  remedy  againft  this  evil, 
brought  in  a  bill  for  repealing  that  aft  of  general 
Xiaturalization  ;  which,  to  the  furprizc  of  moft 
people,  was  rcjcftcd  by  the  lords.  And  upou  this 
occafion  I  muft  allow  mylelf  to  have  been  juftly 
rebuked  by  one  of  my  weekly  monitors,  for  pre- 
tending, in  a  former  paper,  to  hope  that  law  would 
be  repealed ;  wherein  the  commons  being  dil'ap- 
pointed,  took  care  however  to  fend  many  of  the 
Palatines  away,  and  to  reprefent  their  being  iu- 
vited  over  as  a  pernicious  counfcl. 

The  qualification-bill,   incapacitating  all  men  to 
^ry^in  parliament,  who  have  not  fome  eftate  iu 
land*  either  in  poflellion  or  certain  reverfion,  i^ 
^parhaps  the  greateft  fccurity  that  ever  was  cot>* 
trived  for  preferving  the  conftitution,  which  othe*^' 
.wife  might  in  a  little  time  lie  w^holly  at  the  mcrcr:^] 

the  moiiied  intereft.  And  fuice  much  the  greater' 
of  the  taxes  is  paid  either  immediately  fro^ 

id,   or  from  its  prod uft ions,   it  is  but  comilic^ 

lice,  thatthofe,  who  are  the  proprietors,  fliou^ 

appoi^- 
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ppoint  what  portion  of  it  ought  to  go  to  the  fup-^ 
ort  of  the  publick ;  otherwife,  the  engroffers  of 
loney,  would  be  apt  to  lay  heavy  loads  011  others, 
^hich  themfelves  never  touch  with  one  of  their 
ngers.     .  • 

The  public  debts  were  fo  prodigloufly  increafcd 
y  the  negligence  and  corruption  of  thofe  who  had 
een  managers  of  the  revenue,  that  the  late  mini- 
:t  J,  like  carelefs  men  who  run  out  their  fortunes, 
,'ere  fo  far  from  aj^y  thoughts  of  payment,  that 
tiey  had  not  the  courage  to  ftate  or  compute  them, 
f'he'parliamef^t;,  fouhd,  that  thirty-five  millions 
ad  never  been  accounted  for ;  and  that  the  debt 
n  the  navy,  wholly  unprovided  for,  amounted 
3  nine  millions.  The  late  chancellor  oY  the 
exchequer  *,  fuitable  to  his  tranfcendent  genius 
or  public  affairs,  propofed  a  fund,  to  be  fecurity 
or  that  immenfe  debt ;  which  is  now  confirmed 
>y  a  law,  and  is  likely  to  prove  the  greateft  refto- 
ation  and  eftablifhment  of  the  kingdom's  credit. 
^ot  content  with  this,  the  legiflature  has  appointed 
ommiflioners  of  accompts  to  infpeft  into  paftmit- 
aanagements  of  the  public  money,  and  prevent 
hem  for  the  future. 

I  have  in  a  former  paper  mentioned  the  aft  for 
uilding  fifty  new  churches  in  London  and  Weft- 
:iinfter,  with  a  fund  appropriated  for  that  pious 
nd  noble  work.  But  while  I  am  mentioning  afts  of 
iety,  it  would  be  unjul>  to  conceal  my  lord  high 
reafurer's  concern  for  religion,  which  hn  ,  extended 
vep  to  another  kingdom  :  hislordfhip  having  rome 

*  Earl  ofO.NfouI. 
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tnonths  ago  obtamed  of  her  majefty  the  firft  fhsks 
and  tenths  to  the  clei^  of  Ireland,  as  he  is 
jLnown  to  have  before  done  to  that  reveread  body 
"jbere. 

The  z&  for  carrying  on  a  trade  to  the  South- 
'&B^  prdpofed  by  the  fame  great  perfon,  whofe 
thoughts  are  perpetiiaily  employed,  and  ever  wkh 
fnccefi,  on  the  good  of  his  country,  will,  iii'all 
.probability,  if  duly  executed,  be  of  mighty  advan- 
tage 80  the  kingdom,  and  9a  everlafting  honour 
.  to  the  prelent  parliament.  ^ 

I  iitHght  go  on  ifkrther,  and  mention  that  lefliba« 
.^ble  law  agaiiift  ekceflive  gaming  ;  and  putting  a 
ftnp  to  that  icandalous  fraud  of  &l(e  muflers  in 
the  guards;   the  diligent   and  efFe£):ual  enquiry 
.  made  by  the  commons  into  feveral  grc^s  abufec. 
I  might  produce  many  inftances  of  their  impartial 
Juftice  in  decidihg  controverted  elcftions,  againft 
•  former  example,  and  great  provocations  to  retaliate. 
,i  iiught  (hew  their  chearful  readinefs  in  granting 
-  fuch  vaft  fupplies  ;  their  great  unanimity,  not  to 
be  broken  by  all  the  arts  of  a  malicious  and  cua- 
ning  fadlion  ;  their  unfeigned  duty  to  the  Qus£K; 
and  laftly,  that  reprefentation  made  to  her  majeffy 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  difcovering  fuch  a  fpi- 
rit  and  difpofition  in  that  noble  affembly  to  rcdrefs 
all  thofe  evils,  which  a  long  mal-adminiftratioii 
had  brought  upon  us/ 

It  is  probable,  that  trufting  only  to  my  meraorft 
I  may  have  omitted  many  things  of  great  impor- 
tance ;  neither  do  I  pretend  farther  in  the  compa6 
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bf  thh  paper,  than  to  give  the  vmdd  foini  gfenertflj 
howeVer  imperfedl  idei,  hbw  Worthily  tlus  great 
aircmt)ly  hafe  difchaigea  the  traft  <riF  t)i«fe  «^ 
fb  freely  chofe  them ;  and  vtrhat  we  miy  ttzkitMlf 
h6pe  and  expe^  from  the  piety,  courage,  Wifabthi 
and  loyalty  of  fuch  excellent  patriolfs,-'ih  ^  tiriifc 
fb  fruitful  of  occafions  to  exert  the  greateft  abi- 
lities. 

And  now  I  conceive  the  main  defign  I  had  in 
writing  thefe  papers  is  fully  executed.  A  great 
majority  of  the  nation  is  at  length  thoroughly  con- 
vinced, that  the  Queen  proceeded  with  the  higheft 
wifdom  in  changing  her  miniftry  and  parliament ; 
that  under  a  former  adminiftration  the  greateft 
abuies  of  all  kinds  were  committed,  and  the  moft 
dangerous  attempts  againft  the  conftitution  for  Ibme 
time  intended.  The  whole  kingdom  finds  the  pre- 
ient  perfons  in  power,  diredly  and  openly  purfu- 
ing  the  true  fervice  of  their  Queen  and  country  ; 
and  to  be  fuch,  whom  their  moft  bitter  enemies 
cannot  tax  with  bribery,  covetoufnefs,  ambition, 
pride,  infolence,  or  any  pernicious  principles  in  re- 
ligion or  government. 

For  my  own  particular,  thofe  little  barking  curs, 
which  have  fo  conftantly  purfued  me,  I  take  to  be 
of  no  farther  confequence  to  what  I  have  written, 
than  the  fcoffing  flaves  of  old,  placed  behind  the 
chariot  to  put  the  general  in  mind  of  his  mortality; 
which  was  but  a  thing  of  form,  and  made  no  flop 
•or  difturbance  m  the  fhow.  However,  if  thofe  per- 
petual fnarlers  againft  roe  had  the  fame  defign,  I 

muft 
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mud:  own  they  have  effi^ually  compailed  it ;  ^ce 
nothing  can  well  be  more  mortifying  than  to  re- 
flect that.  I  am  of  the  fame  fpecies  with  creatures, 
capable  of  uttering  fo  much  fcurrility^  dulnefs, 
[  ^ilihood,  and  impertinpnce,  to  the  fcandal  and  diP 
grace  of  human  nature. 


SOME 


SOME 

ADVICE 

Humbly  offered  to  the 

MEMBERS 

O  t    THE 

OCTOBER     CLUB, 

In  a  Letter  from  a  Person  of  HoKOUR. 

Written  in  the  Year  mpccxi. 


[    i7i    X 

THE  PUBLISHER'S  PREFACE. 

AB  O  U  T  the  year,  when  her  late  majefty  of 
blefled  memory  thought  proper  to  change 
ber  mhiiftry,  and  brought  m  Mr.  Harley,  Mr.  St; 
[oh a,  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  and  fbme  ohers  ;  th^ 
firft  of  thefe  being  made  an  earl  and  lord  trea^ 
furer,  he  was  foon  after  blamed  by  his  friends 
For  not  making  a  general  fweep  of  all  the  whigs, 
as  the  latter  did  of  their  adverfaries  upon  her 
majefty's  death,  when  they  came  into  power.  At 
that  time  a  great  number  of  parliament  men, 
amounting  to  above  two  hundred,  grew  fb  warixi 
upon  the  flownefs  of  the  treafurer  in  this  partp 
that  they  formed  themfelves  into  a  body  under 
the  name  of  the  Odober  Club,  and  had  many 
meetings,  to  confult  upon  fome  methods  thi^t 
might  fpur  on  thofe  in  power,  fo  that  they  might 
make  a  quicker  difpatch  in  removing  aJl  of  th« 
whig  le;^ven  from  the  employments  they,  ftill  pdf- 
feffed.  To  prevent  the  ill  coafequences  of  this 
difcontent  among  fo  many  worthy  members,  tj^e 
reft  of  the  miniftry  joined  with  the  treafurer, 
p-artly  to  pacify*  and  partly  to  divide  thofe,  wip> 
were  in  greater  hafte  than  moderate  men  thought 
convenient.  It  wa»  well  known,  that  the  fupppfed 
author  met  a  confiderable  number  pf-  this  club  m  a 
public -houfe,  wher^  he  convinced  th?m  very  pl*io^ 
of.  the  treafurer*s  linperity,  with  xnai^y  of  thojTe 
Tciy.  reaibns  which  are  urged  in  the  foUowiijg 

dif. 
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difcourfe,  befidc  fome  others  which  were  not  fo 
proper  to  appear  at  that  time  in  print. 

The  treafurer  alledged  in  his  defence,  that  fuch 
a  treatment  would  not  confift  with  prudence,  be- 
caufe  there  were  many  employments  to  be  bc- 
ftowed,  which  required  Iklll  and  praflice ;  that 
feveral  gentlemen,  who  poflefled  them,  had  been 
long  verfed,  very  loyal  to  her  majefty,  had  never 
been  violent  party  men,  and  were  ready  to  fall  into 
all  honeft  meafures  for  the  fervice  of  their  queen 
and  country.  But  however,  as  offices  became  va- 
cant,  he  would  humbly  recommend  to  her  ma- 
jefty  fuch  gentlemen,  whofe  principles  with  re- 
gard both  to  church  and  ftate,  his  friends  would 
approve  of,  and  he  would  be  ready  to  accept  their 
recommendations.  Thus  the  carl  proceeded  in 
procuring  employments  for  thofe,  who  dcferved 
them  by  their  honefty  and  abilities  to  execute 
them  ;  which  I  cqnfefs  to  have  been  a  fingularity 
not  very  likely  to  be  imitated.  However  the 
gentlemen  of  this  club  ftill  continued  uneafy  that 
no  quicker  progrefs  was  made  in  removals,  until 
thofe  who  were  leaft  violent  began  to  foften  a  lit- 
tle, or,  by  dividing  them,  the  whole  affair  drop- 
ped. During  this  difficulty,  we  have  been  aflbred 
that  the  following  difcourfe  was  very  feafbnabfy 
publifhed  with  great  fuccefs ;  fhewing  the  diffi- 
culties that  the  earl  of  Oxford  lay  tinder,  and  his 
real  defire,  that  all  perfons'ih  employment  fhooN 
te  true  loyal  churchmen,  zealous  for  her  majefl/a 
honour  and  fafety,  as  well  as  for  the  fuocellien 
in  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  if  the  qtteen  fliould  bap* 

pefl 
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pen  to  die  without  iffue.  This  difcourfe  having 
been  publifhed  about  the  year  171 1,  and  many 
of  the  fafts  forgotten,  would  not  have  been  ge- 
nerally underftood  without  fome  explanation, 
which  we  have  now  endeavoured  to  give,  becaufe 
it  (eems  a  point  of  hiftory  too  material  to  be  loft. 
We  owe  this  piece  of  intelligence  to  an  intimate 
of  the  fuppofed  author* 
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Gentlemen, 

SINCE  the  firft  inflitution  of  your  fociety,  I 
hate  always  thought  you  capable  of  tlvegreatcft 
things^  Such  a  number  of  perfons,  members  of 
parliament,  true  lover*  of  our  conflttution  in 
church  and  ftate,  meeting  at  certain  times,  an^ 
mixing  bufinefs  and  converfaticn  together,  without 
the  forms  and  conftramt  ncceflary  to'be  obfervd 
In  public  aflembJies,  muft  very  much  improve  each 
other^s  underftanding,  corredt  and  fix  your  Ju<%- 
ment,  and  prepare  yourfelvcs  againft  any  defigns 
of  the  oppofite  party.  Upon  the  opening^  of  thif 
iefiionan  incident  has  happened,  to  provide  ngainft 
the  confequences  whereof,  will  require  yeur  ut- 
moft  vigilance  and  application.  All  thrs  laft  iuffl- 
mer,  the  enemy  wasr  working  under  ground,  audi 
kying  rhe'K  train;  they  gradually  became  tsuoff 
frequent  and  bold  in  their  pamphlets  aadf  ffAfeth 
ivhUe  thofe  on  our  fide  were  dropped^,  as  if  i^ 
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1  no  farther  occafion  for  them 4  Some  time  be* 
e,  an  opportunity  fell  into  their  hands,  which 
ly  have  cultivated  ever  fince  {  and  thereby  have 
ieavoured,  in  fome  fort,  to  turn  thofe  arts 
linft  us,  which  had  been  fo  efFeftually  employed 
theif  ruin  \  a  plain  demonftration  of  their  fu-^ 
rior  Ikill  at  intrigue  ;  to  make  a  ftratagem  fuc* 
idt  a  fccond  time,  and  this  even  againft  thofe 
10  firft  tried  it  upon  them*  1  know  not  wiie- 
^r  this  opportunity  I  hiave  mentioned,  could 
ve  been  prevented  by  any  care,  without  ftrain* 
I  a  very  'tender  point  \  which  thofe  chiefly  con- 
med  aVmded  by  all  means,  becaufe  it  might 
jm  a  counterpart  of  what  they  had  (o  much 
ademned  in  their-  predeceffors ;  although  it  is 
rtain  the  two  cafes  were 'widely  different ;  and 
policy  had  once  got  the  better  of  g(X)d  nature, 
.  had  been  fafe,  for  there  was  no  other  danger 
view  ;  but  the  confequences  of  this  were  forefeen 
nn  the  beginning  ;  and  thofe  who  kept  the  watch 
A  early  warring  of  it.  It  would  have  been  a 
after-piece  of  prudence,  in  this  cafe^  to  have 
ade  a  friend  of  an  enemy.  But  whether  that 
yre  poflible  to  be  compaiTed,  ot  whether  ic  werd 
cr  attempted,  u  now  too  late  to  enquire*  All 
commodation  was  rendered  defpcrate^  by  an  uti* 
cky  proceeding  (bme  months  ago  at  Windfor^ 
hich  was  a  declaration  of  war,  too  frank  and  ge« 
:ious  for  that  fituation  of  affairs ;  and  I  axtt 
Id  was  not  approved  by  a  certain  great  mtnifter* 
was  obvious  to  fuppofe^  that  in  a  particulars. 
T  t  whew 
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where  the  honour  and  intereft  of  a  hufband  were 
fo  clofely  united  with  thofe  of  a  wife,  he  might  be 
fure  of  her  utmoft  endeavours  for  his  protection,  al- 
though (he  neither  loved  nor  cfteemed  him.  The 
danger  of  lofing  power,  favour,  profif,  and  (belter 
from  domeftic  tyranny,  were  ftrong  incitements  to 
flu-  up  a  working  brain,  early  praftifed  in  all  the  arts 
of  intriguing.  Neither  is  it  fafe  to  count  upon  the 
weaknefs  of  any  man's  undcrftanding,  who  is 
thoroughly  po(re(red  with  the  fpirit  of  revenue,  to 
(harpen  his  invention  :  nothing  elfe  is  required  be- 
fide  obfequioufnefs  and  affiduity ;  which,  as  they 
are  often  the  talents  of  thofe  who  have  no  better, 
lo  they  are  apt  to  make  impreflions  upon  the  beft 
and  greateft  minds.  * 

It  was  no  fmall  advantage  to  the  de(igning  party, 
that  fuicc  the  adventure  at  Windfor,   the  pcr(btt 
on  whom  we  fo  much  dtrpend,  was  long  abfcnt 
by  ficknefs ;  which   hindered  him  from  purfuing 
thofe  meafures,   that  minifters  are  in  prudence  for- 
ced to  take,   to  defend  their  country  and  them- 
felves  again il    an  irritated  fadion.     The  negotia** 
tors  on  the  other  fide,  improved  ^this  favourable 
conjun£lure  to  the  utmoft ;  and  by  an  unparalleled 
boldnels,   accompanied  with  many  fal(hoods,  per- 
fuaded  certain  lords  (who  were  already  in  the  lamer 
principle,  but  w;ere  afraid  of  making  a  wrong  ftep^ 
Ipft  it  ihould  lead  them  out  of  their  coaches  intc^ 
the   dirt)  that  voting  in  appearance  againil  the^ 
court,    would  be  the    fafeft  couffe  to  avoid  thc^ 
danger  they  mod  apprehended,  which  was  that  0^ 
lofing  their  penfions;  and  their  opinions,    wheo^ 

prorr 
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ced,  would,  by  feemingly  contradifting  their 
ft,  have  an  appearance  of  virtue  into  the 
11.  This,  with  fome  arguments  of  more 
diate  power,  went  far  in  producing  that . 
e  unexpefted  turn  we  have  fo  lately  feen^ 
om  wliich  our  adverfaries  reckoned  upon  fuch 
?rful  efFefts ;  and  fome  of  them,  particularly 
)rd  chief  jufticc,  began  to  aft  as  if  all  were 
y  in  their  power, 

t  although  the  more  immediate  caufes  of  this 
ion,  were  what  I  have  above  related,  yet  I 
pt  to  think  it  would  hardly  have  been  at- 
cd,  or  at  leaft  not  have  fucceeded,  but  for  ^ 
ling  opinion,  that  the  church  party  and  the 
ters  had  different  views,  or  at  leaft  were  not 
mly  united  as  they  ought  to  have  been.  It 
ommonly  faid,  and  I  fuppofe  not  without 
ground  of  truth,  that  many  gentlemen  of 
club  were  difcontented  to  find  lb  little  done  ; 
^hey  thought  it  looked  as  if  people  were  not 
neft ;  that  they  expeded  to  fee  a  thorough 
;e  with  refpect  to  employments  ;  and  although 
man  could  not  be  provided  for,  yet  when 
ices  were  filled  with  perfons  of  good  princi- 
there  would  be  fewer  complaints,  and  lefs 
r  from  the  other  party  ;  that  this  change 
loped  for  all  laft  fummer,  and  even  to  the 
ng  of  the  fefTion,  yet  nothing  done.  On  the 
hand,  it  was  urged  by  fome,  in  favour  of 
liniftry,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  find  em- 
lents  for  one  pretender  in  twenty  ;  and  thcre- 
n  gratifying  one,  nineteen  would  be  drfo- 
T  3  bligcd  ; 
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oblig-d  ;  but  Wiiile  all  had  leave  to  hoj)C,  thc^ 
wouid  all  endeavour  to  defcri^e  :  but  this  agaiii 
was  efteemed  a  very  ihallow  policy,  which  whs 
too  eafily  feen  througli,  muft  foon  come  to  an 
end,  and  would  caufe  a  general  difcontent,  with 
twenty  other  objeftions  to  which  it  was  liable : 
and  indeed,  confidering  the  (hort  life  of  minifters 
in  our  climate,  it  was,  with  Ibme  feafon,  thought 
a  little  hard,  that  thofe  for  whom  any  employ* 
ment  was  intended,  fhould,  by  fuch  a  delay,  be 
probably  deprived  of  half  their  benefit;  not  to 
mention,  that  a  miniftry  is  beft  confirrried,  when 
all  inferior  officers  are  in  its  intcreft, 

I  have  fet  this  caufe  of  complaint  in  the  ftrongcft 
light,  although  my  defign  Is  to  endeavour  that  it 
ihould  have  no  manner  of  weight  with  you,  as  I 
am  confident  our  adverfaries  counted  upon,  and 
do  ftill  expeft  to  find  mighty  advantages  by  it. 

But  it  is  neceflary  to  fay  fomethirtg  to  this  ob- 
jeclrion,  which,  in  all  appearance,  lies  fo  hard  upOfl 
the  prefent  m.iniftry.  What  fhall  I  offer  upon  fo 
tender  a  point  ?  how  (hall  I  convey  an  anfwer  that 
none  will  apprehend,  except  thofe  for  whom  I 
intend  it  ?  I  have  often  pitied  the  condition  of  great 
miniftcrs,  upon  feveral  accounts ;  but  never  fo 
much  upon  any,  as  when  their  duty  obliges  them 
to  bear  the  blame  and  envy  of  actions,  for  which 
they  will  not  be  anfvvcrable  in  the  next  world, 
although  they  dare  not  convince  the  prefent,  unril 
it  is  too  late.  This  letter  is  fent  you,  gentlemeOt 
frou;  no  mean  hand,  nor  frora  aperfon  uninformed, 

<^thoi;^i 
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although,  for  the  reft,  ^s  little  concerned  in  point  of 
interefl.for  Jiny  chiahge  oFhliiiiftty,  as  moft  others 
of  his  feliow-fubjefts.  1  rfiAy  therefore  affume  fo 
much  to  myfelf,  as  to  defire  yo\l  will  depend  upon 
It,  that  a  Ihdft  time  will  make  manifeft,  how 
little  the  defeft  you  coihplkih  of  ought  to  He  at 
that  door,  where  youkr  enemies  would  be  glad  to 
Tec  you  place  it.  The  wifeft  man,  who  is  not 
Very  near  the  fpring  of  affairs,  but  views  theni 
only  in  their  iltues  and  events,  will  be  apt  to  fix 
applaufes  and  reproaches  in  the  wrong  place ; 
Vhich  is  the  true  caufe  of  a  weaknefs,  that  I  never 
yet  knew  great  minlfters  without ;  I  mean,  Jheir 
being  deaf  to  all  advice  :  for,  if  a  pferfoh  of  thi 
beft  underftanding,  offters  his  opinion  in  a  poifit 
where  he  is  not  mdfter  of  all  the  circumifettjcesv 
^which  perhaps  are  not  to  be  told)  it  is  a  hundred 
to  one  but  lie  runs  into  an  abfurdity :  whence  it 
as,  that  minifters  falfcly  conclude  themfelves  tcJ  b^ 
equally  wifer  than  others  In  general  things,  where 
the  common  reafon  of  mankind  ought  to  be  the 
judge,  and  is  probably  lels  biafled  than  theirs.  1 
have  known  a  great  man  of  excellent  parts,  blindly 
piirfue  a  point  of  no  importance,  againrt  the  ad- 
vice of  every  friend  he  had,  until  it  elided  in  his 
ruin.  I  have  feen  great  abilities  rendered  utterly 
ufelefs,  by  unaccountable  and  unneceflary  delay,^ 
and  by  difliculty  of  accefs,  by  which  a  thoufand 
opportunities  are  fuffcred  to  efcape.  I  have  obferved 
the  ftrongeft  (boulders  to  fink  under  too  great  a 
load  of  bufinefs,  for  want  of  dividing  a  due  pro- 
portion among  others.     Thcfe,    and  more   that 
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might  be  named,  are  obvious  failings,  which  a  ra- 
tional man  may  be  allowed  to  difcern,  as  well  as 
lament ;  and  wherein,  the  wifeft  minifter  may 
receive  advice  from  others,  of  inferior  underftanding. 
But  in  thofe  adlions  where  we  are  not  thoroughly 
informed  of  all  the  motives  and  circumftances,  it 
is  hardly  poffible  that  our  judgement  fhould  not 
be  miftaken.  1  have  often  been  one  of  the  com- 
pany,  where  we  have  all  blamed  a  meafure  taken, 
which  has  afterwards  proved  the  only  one  that 
could  poffibly  have  fucceeded.  Nay,  I  have  known 
thofe  very  men,  who  have  formerly  been  in  the 
fccret  of  affairs,  when  a  new  fet  of  people  has 
come  in,  offering  their  refinements  and  conjec- 
tures in  a  very  plaufible  manner  upon  what  was 
pafling,  and  widely  err  in  all  they  advanced. 

Whatever  occafions  may  have  been  given  for 
complaints  that  enough  has  not  been  done,  thofe 
complaints  fhould  not  be  carried  fb  far,  as  to  make 
us  forget  what  has  been  done ;  which,  at  firft,  was 
a  great  deal  more  than  we  hoped,  or  thought  prac- 
ticable ;  and  you  may  be  affurcd,  that  lb  much 
courage  and  addrefs  were  not  employed  in  the  be- 
ginning of  fo  great  a  work,  without  a  refolution 
of  carrying  it  through,  as  faft  as  opportunities 
would  offer.  Any  of  the  moll:  fanguine  gentlemen 
in  your  club,  would  gladly  have  compounded  two 
•years  ago,  to  have  been  afllired  of  feeing  affairs  in 
the  prefent  fituation  :  it  is  principally  to  the  abili- 
ties of  one  great  man,  that  you,  gentlemen,  owe 
t!ie  happinefs  of  meeting  together,  to  cultivate 
good  principles,  and   form  yourielves  into  a  body 

for 
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for  defending  yjour  country,  againft  a  reftlefs  and 
dangerous  fa<5tion.  It  is  to  the  fame  we  all  owe 
that  mighty  change  in  the  moft  important  pofls  of 
the  kingdom  ;  that  wc  fee  the  facrcd  perfon  of  our 
prince  encompafled  by  thofe,  \yhom  we  ourfelve^ 
would  have  chofen,  if  it  had.  been  left  to  our 
power :  and  if  every  thing  befide  that  you  could 
wifti  has  not  been  hitherto  done,  you  will  bo  but 
juft  to  impute  it  to  fome  powerful,  although  un- 
known impediments,  wherein  the  miniflry^  is  more 
to  be  lamented  than  blamed.  But  there  is  good 
reafon  to  hope,  from  the  vigorous  proceedings  of 
the  court,  that  thefe  impediments  will  in  a  fliort 
time  effedlually  be  removed  :  and  one  great  motivq 
to  haften  the  removal  of  them,  will  doubtlefs  be, 
the  refleflion  upon  thofe  dangerous  confequences, 
which  *  had  like  to  have  enfued  upon  not  rcnaov- 
ing  them  before.  Befides,  after  fo  plain  and  for- 
midable a  couviftion,  that  mild  and  moderate 
methods  meet  with  no  other  reception  or  return, 
than  to  ferve  as  Opportunities  to  the  infatiable  ma-n 
lice  of  an  enemy  ;  power  will  awake  to  vindicate 
itfelf,  and  difarm  its  oppofers,  at  leaft  of  all  ofi\:u- 
(ive  weapons. 

Confider,  if  you  pleafe,  how  hardbefet  the  prc- 
fcnt  miniftry  has  been  on  every  fide  :  by  the  im- 
pofl'\bility  of  carrying  on  the  war  any  longer,  with- 
out taking  the  moft  defperate  com  fcs ;  or  of  re- 
covering Spain  from  the  houfc  of  Bourbon,  al- 
though we  could  continue  it  many  years  longer : 

*  Hatl  likf  —  a  bad  phrafc ;  it  (hou.i  Ic^-  «  which  v.irt  //Vv  ^o  ^»^'« 
Ctt^ucJ,  &c.' 
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by  the  clamours  of  a  faftion  againft  any  pcacft 
without  that  condition,  which  the  morft  knowing 
among  themfelves  allowed  to  be  imj>ra6ticable  j 
by  the  fecret  cabals  of  ibteign  minifters,  who  hav6 
endeavoured  to  inflame  our  pedple,  atid  fpitited  up 
a  fihkhig  fdftion  to  blaft  all  our  ehdfeavours  fot 
peace,  with  thofe  popular  reproaches  x)f  France  and 
the  Pretender ;  not  to  mention  the  danger  thej' 
have  been  in,  from  private  infimiations,  of  fUcK  ^ 
nature  as  it  was  alraoft  impoffible  to  fence  againft, 
Thefe  clouds  now  begin  to  blow  over,  and  thoft 
tvho  are  at  the  hchn,  will  have  leifure  to  look 
about  them,  and  complete  what  Vcit  femains  to  hi 
done. 

That  confederate  body,  which  noW  nlakes  up 
the  advcrfe  p^trty,  confifts  of  a  union  fo  iMonftrodS 
and  unnatural,  that  in  a  little  time  it  muft  of  ne- 
Ceffity  fall  to  pieces.  The  Diffenters,  with  reaibrt 
think  themfelves  betrayed  and  fold  by  their  bre- 
thren. What  they  have  b6en  told,  that  the  pre- 
fent  bill  againft  occaiional  conformity  \Va5  to  pre- 
vent a  greater  evil,  is  an  excufe  too  grofs  to  pafs ; 
and  if  any  other  profound  refinement  were  meant, 
it  is  now  come  to  nothing.  The  remaining  fec- 
tions  of  the  party,  have  no  other  tie,  but  that  of 
an  inveterate  hatred  and  rancour  againft  thofe  in 
power,  without  agreeing  in  any  other  common  in- 
tereft;  not  cemented  by  principle,  or  perfortal 
friendfliip :  I  fpeak  particularly  of  their  leaders ; 
^nd  although  I  know  that  court  enmities,  are  aS 
inconftant  as  its  friendftiips,  yet  from  the  difference 
of  temper  and  principle,  as  well  as  the  fears  rc- 
^  maiuing 
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foainitig  of  fdrmcr  'Hiiitoofitie*,  I  am  perftinded 
their  league  i^ill  fiot  be  of  long  corxtmtiance :  I 
fcno\fr  fevendi  of  them,  Who  will  never  pirdoA  thofe 
with  whofe  they  »e  cow  in  cotafedtiracy ;  and 
when  diice  they  fee  the  prefent  minlftrj  thorough- 
ly fixed,  thejr  wiH  grow  weary  of  hunting  upon  a 
feold  &ent,  ol*  playing  a  defpertte  game,  and  crum- 
ble away. 

On  the  bfhe*  fide,  Mile  the  tnaUce'of  that  party 
ioiirteues  in  vigotip,  whJJe  ^hey  yet  feel  the  braifes 
hf  ttitht  fall,  Mrhieh  Jmin  thdAi  afrefh  fincc  their 
hite  di%pointment,  they  will  leave  no  arts  untried 
tb  Recover  thtmfelvas ;  and  it  beho\re3  all,  who 
have  any  regard  for  the  fafefy  of  the  Qx/een  or^her 
kingdom,  to  join  unanimoufly  againft  an  adverfary, 
who  will  return  full  fraught  with  vehgeante,  upon 
the  firft  opportunity  that  (hall  offer  :  and  this  per- 
haps is  more  to  be  regarded,  becauie  that  party 
ieem  yet  to  have  a  referve  of  hope  in  the  fame 
quarter,  whence  their  laft  reinforcement  came. 
Neitlier  can  any  thing  cultivate  this  hope  of  theirs 
fo  much,  as  a  drfagreehient  among  ourfelvcs, 
founded  upon  a  jealoufy  of  the  miniftry ;  who  I 
think  need  no  better  teftimony  of  their  good  inten- 
tions, than  the  inceffant  rage  of  the  party-leaders 
againft  them. 

There  is  one  fault,  which  both  fides  are  apt  to 
charge  upon  themfelves,  and  very  generoufly  com- 
mend their  adverfaries,  for  the  contrary  virtue, 
1  :-  "^^rie-^  acknov/lcdgc,  that  the  Wiirgs  out-'^id 

t!.       ..  ,    ^-^'r    '^\    It  fruit  \?^        n  '1   ?<    :.^:rt»  tV   '  > 
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Tories.  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  the  former  may  a 
little  excel  the  latter  in  this  point ;  for,  doubtlefs, 
the  Tories  are  lefs  vindiftive  of  the  two  ;  and  who- 
ever is  remifs  in  punifhing,  will  probably  be  fa  in 
rewarding  ;  although,  at  the  fame  time,  I  well  re- 
member the  clamours  often  raifed  during  the  reign 
of  that  party,  againft  the  leaders,  by  thole  who 
thought  their  merits  were  not  rewarded  ;  and  th^y 
had  reafon  on  their  fide,  becaufe  it  is  no  doubt  a 
misfortune  to  forfeit  honour  and  confcience  for 
nothing :  but  furely  the  cafe  is  very  different  at 
this  time,  when,  whoever  adheres  to  the  adminifr 
tration,  does  fervice  to  God,  his  prince,  anclhis 
country,  as  well  as  contributes  to  liis  own  private 
intereft  and  fafety. 

But  if  the  Whig  leaders  were  more  grateful  in 
rewarding  their  friends,  it  muft  be  avowed  likewife, 
that  the  bulk  of  them  were  in  general  more  zea« 
lous  for  the  fervice  of  their  party,  even  when  ab- 
flraiSted  from  any  private  advantage,  as  might  be 
obferved  in  a  thoufand  inflances  ;  for  which  1 
would  likewife  commend  them,  if  it  weije  not  na- 
tural for  mankind,  to  be  more  violent  in  an  ill 
caufe,  than  a  good  one. 

The  perpetual  difcord  of  fadlions,  with  fevera! 
changes  of  late  years  in  the  very  nature  of  our  go- 
vernment, have  controlled  many  maxims  among 
us.  The  court  and  country  party,  which  uled  ttf 
be  the  old  divilion,  feems  now  to  be  ceafed,  or  fuf- 
pended,  for  better  times,  and  worfe  princes.  The 
Queen  and  miniflry  are  at  this  time  fully  In  the 

true 
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rue  intereft  (Jf  the  kingdom  ;  and  therefore  the 
:ourt  and  country  are  of  a  fide  ;  and  the  Whigs, 
vho  originally  were  of  the  latter,  are  now  of*nei- 
her,  but  an  independent  faftion,  nurfed  up  by  the 
leceflities,  or  miftakes,  of  a  late  good,  although 
inexperienced  prince.  Court  and  country  ought 
herefore  to  join  their  forces  againft  thefe  common 
inemies,  until  they  are  entirely  difperfed  and  dif- 
ibled.  It  is  enough  to  arm  ourfelves  againft  them, 
vhen  we  confider  that  the  greateft  misfortunes 
vhich  can  befall  the  nation,  are  what  would  moft 
mfwer  their  intereft  and  their  wifties  ;  a  perpetual 
^ar  increafes  their  money,  breaks  and  beggars  their 
anded  enemies.  The  ruin  of  the  church  would 
Jeafe  the  Diflenters,  Deifts,  and  Socinians,  where- 
>f  the  body  of  their  party  confifts.  A  common- 
wealth, or  a  protedlor,  would  gratify  the  republican 
principles  of  fome,  and  the  ambition  of  others 
imong  them. 

Hence  I  would  infer,  that  no  difcontents  of  an 
nferior  nature,  fuch  I  mean  as  I  have  already 
mentioned,  fliould  be  carried  fo  far  as  to  give  any 
ill  impreffion  of  the  prefent  miniftry.  If  all  things 
bave  not  been  hitherto  done  as  you,  gentlemen, 
:rould  reafonably  wi(h,  it  can  be  imputed  only  to 
the  fecret  inftruments  of  that  fe<flion.  The  truth 
yf  this  hds  appeared  from  fome  late  incidents,  more 
rifibly  than  formerly.  Neither  do  I "  believe  that 
ihy  one  will  now  make  a  doubt,  whether  a  certain 
ptvCon  be  in  earneft,  after  the  united  and  avowed 
rtideavours  of  a  whole  party,  to  ftrike  direftly  at 
bis  head. 

7  Wl\^\\ 


486  SaME  4P.VIGE  TO 

When  it  happens  by  fome  privJate  Qrofs  iotriguM^ 
that  a  greab  man  has  not  the  power  whieh  >« 
thought  due  to  his  ftation,  he  will  however  proba** 
biy  delire  the  reputation  of  it,  without  which  he 
neither  can  preferve  the  dignity,  nor  bar4ly  gQ 
through  tlie  common  bufmefs  of  his  place ;-  yet  19 
it  that  reputation  to  wlxich  he  owes  all-  the  envy 
and  hatred  of  others^  as  well  as  his  own  difquietSy 
Mean  time,  his  expeding  friends  impute  all  their 
difappointmcnts  to  Ibme  deep  defign,  or  to  his  de* 
§dO:  of  good  will ;  and  his  enemies  are  fure  to  ciy 
vp  his  excefe  of  power^  efpecially  in  thoiib  points 
where  they  are  confident  it  is  moft  (hortened;  A 
minifler,  in  this  difficult  cafe,  is  fometimes  forced 
to  preferve  his  credit,  by  forbeOrriug  what  is  Ui  hii 
pQwer,  fpr.'fear  of  difcovering  how  far  tlie  limits 
e^^tend  of  what  is  not ;  or,  perhaps,  for  fear  o^ 
fhewing  an  inclination  contrary  to  that  of  his  ipaf* 
ten  Yet  all  this  while  he  lies  under  the  reproacl) 
gf  delay,  u^fteadinefs,  or  want  of  fmoeryty.  So 
that  there  are  many  inconveuienciesi  ai>4  d«(Qgergf 
elthei:  in  difcovering,  or  concealing  tlie  want  of 
powen  Neither  is  it  hard  to  conceive,  that  mi^ 
nifters  may  happen  to  fufier  for  the  fuis  of  th^ 
predeceflbrs,  who,  by  their  great  abufes  and  mo* 
uopolies  of  power  and  favour,  have  taught  princes 
to  be  more  thrifty  for  the  future^  in  the  diftiit)!^ 
tion  of  both«  And  as  in  common  life,  wl^cuvietf 
has  been  long  confined,  is  very  fond  of  his  libettyn 
and  will  not  eaiily  endure  the  very,  appcafaitce  o£ 
rcftraint,  even  from  thofe  who  have  been  tl^  in* 
ilruments  of  fetting  him  free ;  ib  it  is  with  the  fRtf 

coveij 
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:overy  of  power^  which  is  tifually  attended  witU 
n  undiftinguifhed  jealouiy,  left  it  ftiould  be  agaia 
nvaded.  In  fuch  a  junfhire,  I  cannot  difcover 
vhy  a  wife  and  honeft  man  ihould  venture  to  placo 
limfelf  at  the  head  of  affairs,  upon  any  other  regar-d 
han  the  fafety  of  his  country,  and  the  advice  of 
Jocrates,  to  prevent  an  ill  man  from  coming  in. 

Upon  the  whole,  1  do  not  fee  any  one  ground 
)f  fufpicion  or  diflike,  which  you,  gentlemen,  or 
)ther8  vyho  wlfh  well  tq  their  country,  naay  have 
entertained  about  perfons  or  proceedings,  but  what 
nay  probably  be  raifapprehended,  eyen  by  thofe 
,vho  think  they  hjive  the  beft  information.     Nay, 

will  venture  to  go  one  ftep  farther,  by  adding, 
hat  although  it  may  not  be  prudent  to  fpeak  out 
jpon  this  occafion  ;  yet  whoever  will  reafon  im- 
jartiaUy  upon  the  whole  ftate  of  affiiirs,  muft  en-  • 
irely  acquit  the  miniftry  of  that  delay  and  neutrali- 
:y,  which  have  been  laid  to  their  charge.  Or,  fup- 
pofc  fon^  fn>all  part  of  this  accuflition  were  true, 
^which  I  ppfitively  know  to  be  otherwi/er  whereof 
the  world  wiU  foou  be  coavluced)  yet  the  conie- 
^uences  of  any  refentnncQt  at  this  tloie,  niuft  eithqr 
t>e  none  at  alt,  or  the  moft  fatal  that  can  be  ima--' 
jined ;  for,  if  the  prcfent  miniftry  be  made  fo  un- 
^a(y,  that  a  change  be  thought  neceftary,  things 
ivill  return  of  courfe  hito  the  old  hai>ds  of  thofe, 
W'hofc  little  fingers  will  be  found  heavier  than  their 
predeceflbrs  loins*  The  whig  fcidtion  is  fo  dextrous 
at  corrupting,  and  the  people  fo  fufceptible  of  it^ 
that  you  cannot  be  ignorant  how  eafy  it  will  be, 
a(ter  fuch  a  turn  of  affairs,  upon  a  new  election,  to 
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procure  a  majority  againft  you.  They  will  refume 
their  power,  with  a  fpirit  like  that  of  Marius  or 
Sylla,  or  the  laft  triumvirate  ;  and  thofe  minifters 
who  have  been  moft  cenfured  for  too  much  hefita- 
tion,  will  fall  the  firft  facrifices  to  their  vengeance: 
but  thefe  are  the  fmallcfl:  mifchiefs  to  be  appre- 
hended from  fuch  returning  exiles.  What  fecurity 
can  a  prince  hope  for  his  perfon,  or  his  crown,  or 
even  for  the  monarchy  itfelf  ?  He  muft  expeftto 
fee  his  beft  friends  brought  to  the  fcafFold,  for  af- 
ferting  his  rights ;  to  fee  his  prerogative  trampled 
on,  and  his  treafure  applied  '^to  feed  the  avarice  of 
thofc,  who  make  themfelves  his  keepers  ;  to  hear . 
himfelf  treated  with  infolence  and  contempt ;  to 
have  his  family  purged  atpleafure  by  theyr  humour 
and  malice  ;  and  to  retain  even  the  name  and  (ha- 
dow  of  a  king,  no  longer  than  hiscphori  fhall  think 
fit. 

Thefe  are  the  inevitable  confequenccs  of  fuch  a 
change  of  affairs,  as  that  envenomed  party  is  now 
projcding  ;  which  will  beft  be  prevented  by  your 
firmly  adhering  to  the  prcfent  miniftry,  unti}  this 
domeftic  enemy  is  out  of  all  polfibility  of  making 
head  any  more. 
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et  forth  in  their  generoiis  EQcoiiragcment 
of  the  Author  of  the  Crisis. 

WITH 

}ine  Obfervations  on  the  Seafonablenefs,  Candour^ 
Erudition,  and  Style  of  that  Treatlfe. 


Vol.  III.  V 


upon  thefrjl  publication  of  this  pamphlet^  all  the 
Scotch  Lords  then-  In  London  went  in  a  kufy^ 
and  complained  to  ^en  Anne  of  the  ^^rcntput 
on  them  and  their  nation  iy  the^iutbor  ofibMCrea^ 
"  tife.  Whereupon  a  proclamation  was  pu$lybtd  fy 
her  Majejlyj  ofering  a  reward  of  three  hundred 

'     pounds  to  dijcover  him.-  '-^^  \    * 
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I  Cannot,  without  fome  envy,  and  djuftrefeiit- 
ment  againft  the  oppofite  cohduft  of  others,  re- 
fledk  upon  that  gdnorofity  and  tehdernefg,  where- 
with the  heads,  and  principal  members  of  ftrug- 
gling  fadiim,  treat  thofe  who  will  tindettake  to 
hold  a  pen  in  their  defence.     And  the  behaviour 
of  thefe  patrons   is   yet  the  more  laudable,  be* 
caufe  the  benefits  they  confer^  are  almoft  gratis. 
If  any  of  their  labourers  can  fcratch  out  a  pamph- 
let,  they  defire  no  more ;  there  is  no  queftion  of- 
fered about  the   wit,    the  ftyle,    the  argument. 
Let  a  pamphlet  come  out  upon  demand,  in  a  pro- 
per junfture,  you  (hall  be  well  and  certainly  paid  ; 
you  (hall  be  paid  bcfore^hand }  every  one  of  the 
party  who  is  able  to  read,  and  can  fpare  a  (hil- 
ling, (hall  be  a  fubfcriber ;    feveral  thoufands  of 
each  produftion,  (hall  be  fent  among  their  friends 
through  the  kingdom ;   the  work  (hall  be  reported 
admirable,  fublime,  unanfwerable ;  (hall  ferve  to 
raife  the  finking  clamours,  and  confirm  the  fcan- 

U  2  dal. 
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dal,  of  introducing  popery  and  the  pretender,  upon 
the  Queen  and  her  ftiihiflers« 

Among  the  prefent  writers  on  that  fide,  I  can 
recoUeft  but  three  of  any  great  diftindion ;  which 
are,  the  Flying- poft,  Mr.  Dunton,  and  the  author 
of  the  Crifis  *.  The  firft  of  thefe,  feems  to  have 
been  much  funk  in  reputation,  fince  the  fudden 
retreat  of  the  only  true,  geniune,  ori^ml  author, 
Mr.  Ridpath,  who  is  cefcbrated  l)y  the  iKitch  Ga- 
zetteer, as  one  of  the  befl  pens  in  England.  Mr. 
Dunton  has  been  longer,  and  nx>re  converfapt 
in  books,  than  any  of  the  three,  as  well  as  mAc 
voluminous  in  his  productions  :  however,  h^viag 
employed  his  ftudies  in  To  great  a  variety  of  ether 
fubje£ts,  he  has,  I  think,  but  lately  turned  his 
genius  to  politicks.  His  famous  trad,  intituled 
Neck  or  nothing,  muft  be  allowed  to  be  the  fiireiw* 
deft  piece,  and  written  with  the  moH  ipirit,  «f 
any  which  has  appeared  from  that  fide,  iince  the 
change  of  the  miniftry :  it  is  indeed  a  m<dk  cut- 
ting fatire  upon  the  lord  treasurer,  and  lord 
Bolingbroke;  and  I  wonder  none  of  pur  frienlls 
ever  undertook  to  anfwer  it.  I  confefs,  I  was  at 
firft  of  the  fame  opinion  with  feveral  good  judges, 
who  from  the  ftyle  and  manner,  iuppofe  it  6>  have 
iffued  from  the  (harp  pen  of  the  earl  of  Notting" 
ham;  and  I  am  ftill  apt  to  think  it  might  re- 
ceive his  lordfhip's  laft  hand.  The  third,  and 
principal  of  tliis  triumvirate,  is  tlie  authQr  of  the 

-*  Mr.  SteHe  ivas  expdied  the  Houfe  of  Commonf  for  tint  piiniplJletf 
at  |lie  very  fame  rime  that  the  Houfe  of  Lords  wa-  inoveJ  agaiofi  the 
Dci4»i  tor  :lie  Reply* 

Crliis ; 
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Cnfis;  who,  although  he  muft  yield  to  the  Fly- 
ing-ppft,  in  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  (kill  in 
politicks.;  andtoMr.Dunton,  in  keennefs  of  fatire 
^d  ^variety  of  reading,  has  yet  other  qualities 
enough  to  denominate  him  a  writer  of  a  fuperior 
dais. to  either ;  provided  he  would  a  little  regard 
the  progrlety  and  difpofition  of  his  words,  confult 
the  ^raqrimatical  part,  and  get  (bme  information 
iq  the  fubjed  he  intends  to  handle. 

Ofihittiog  the  generous  countenance  and  encou- 
ragement that  have  been  (hewn  to  the  perlbns 
^an,d  prody6lions  of  the  two  former  authors,  I  (hall 
,hpre,QnIy  confider  the  great  favour  conferred  upon 
the  IslOl.  It  has  been  advertifed  for  (everal  months 
in  The  EnglKhman*,  and  other  papers,  that  a 
pamphlet,  called  the  Criiis,  (hould  be  publilhed  at 
9,  proper  time,  in  order  ^to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
natpii.  Jt  was  propofed  to  be  printed  by  fubfcrip- 
tion,  price  a  (hilling.  This  was  a  little  out  of 
forii;^4  becaufe  fubfcriptions  are  ufually  begged 
only  for  books  of  great  price,  and  fuch  as  are  not 
_likely  rto  have  a  general  fale.  Notice  was  like- 
w:iie  given  of  what  this  pamphlet  (hould  contain  ; 
<>nly  an  extraft  from  certain  afts  of  parliament 
rcilalihg  to  the  fucce(fion,  which  atleaft  muft  (ink 
nytiepence  in  the  (hilling,  and  leave  but  threepence 
;for  the  author'a  political  rcfledlions ;  fo  that  no- 
thing v?ry  wonderful  or  decifive  could  be  rea(b- 
nably  expqdtcd  from  this  performance.  But,  a  work 

*  A  P3P^  written  by  the  fame  totbor  in  favour  of  the  preceding 
adtninifiration. 

U  J  was 
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was  to  be  done,  a  hearty  writer  to  be  encquragcd, 
and  accordingly,  many  thqufand  copies  were  be- 
fpoke.  Neither  could  this  be  fufficient ;  for  when 
we  expected  to  have  our  bundles  delivered  \is,  all 
was  ftopt ;  the  friends  to  the  caufe  fprang  a  new 
projeft ;  and  it  was  advcrtifcd  that  the  Crifis 
could  not  appear,  till  tlie  ladies  had  (hewn  their 
zeal  againft  the  pretender,  as  well  a&  the  men ; 
againft  the  pretender,  in  the  bloom  ofhisyouth^ 
reported  to  be  handfome,  and  endued  witli  an 
ynderftanding,  exaf^y  of  a  fize  to  pleafe  the  (eXt 
}  ihould  be  glad  to  have  fecn  a  printed  lift  of  the 
fair  fubfcribers  prefixed  to  this  pamphlet ;  by 
which  the  chevalier  might  know,  he  was  {o  hi 
from  pretending  to  a  monarchy  here,  that  he  could 
not  fo  much  as  pretend  to  a  miftrefs. 

x^t  the  deftined  period,  the  firft  news  we  hear, 
16  of  a  Iu;gc  train  of  Dukes,  E|arls,  Vifcounts, 
iJarons,  Knights,  Efquires,  gentlemen,  and  others, 
going  to  Sam.  Buckley's,  the  publllher  of  the  Cri- 
lis,  to  fetch  home  their  cargoes,  in  order  to  tranf- 
init  them  by  dozens,  fcores,  and  hundred^,  ijito 
the  fcveral  counties,  and  thereby  to  prepare. the 
wills  and  imderftandings  of  their  friends,  againft 
the  approaching  fcffions.  Afk  any  of  them,  whe- 
ther they  have  read  it  ?  they  will  anfwer,  no ; 
but  they  have  fent  it  every  where,  and  it  w^l 
do  a  world  of  good.  It  is  a  pamphlet  they  hear 
againft  the  miniftrj' ;  talks  of  flavery,  France,  and 
the  pretender :  they  defire  po  more ;  it  will  fettle 
the  wavering,  confirm  the  doubtful,  inftruft  the 
ignorant,  inflame  the?  clamorous,  although  it  ne- 
ver be  once  looked  mto.     I  am  told  by  thofe  who 

2  tre 
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arc  expert  in  the  trade,  that  the  author  and  book- 
feller  of  this  twelve-penny  treatife,  will  be  greater 
gainers,  than  from  one  edition  of  any  folio  that 
has  been  publifhed  thefe  twenty  years.  What 
needy  writer  would  not  fblicit  to  work  under  fuch 
mafters,  who  will  pay  us  before-hand,  take  off 
as  muqh.  of  our  ware  as  we  pleafe,  at  our  own 
rates,  and  trouble  not  themfclves  to  examine,  ei- 
ther before  or  after  they  have  bought  it,  whe- 
ther it  be  ftaple,  pr  not.  * 

But,  in  order  to  illuftrate  the  implicit  munifi* 
cence  of  thefe  noble  patrons^  I  cannot  take  a  more 
ef&f^qal  method  than  by  examining  the  production 
itielf ;  by  which  we  fliall  eafily  find  that  it  was 
never  intended,  farther  than  from  the  noife,  the 
bulk,  and  the  title  of  Crifis,  to  do  any  fervice  to 
the  fadious  caufe.  The  entire  piece  confifts  of  a 
title  page,  a  dedication  to  the  clergy,  a  preface, 
an  extract  from  certain  a£ts  of  parliament,  and 
about  ten  pages  of  dry  reflexions  on  the  pro- 
ceedings pf  the  Queen  and  her  fervants ;  which 
his  coadjutors,  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  Mr. 
Dunton,  and  the  Flying-poft,  had  long  ago  fet  be- 
fore us  in  a  much  clearer  light. 

In  popifli  countries,  when  fome  impoftor  cries 
out,  A  miracle  !  a  miracle  !  it  is  not  done  with  a 
hope  or  intention  of  converting  hereticks,  but  con- 
firming the  deluded  vulgar  in  their  errors  ;  and 
fo  the  cry  goes  round  without  examining  into  the 
cheat.  Thus  the  whigs  among  us  give  about  the 
cry,  A  pamphlet !  a  pamphlet !  the  Crifis  !  the 
Crifis  !  not  with  a  view  pf  convincing  their  ad- 
U  4  verfarics, 
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VerfarieSy  but  to  raife  the  fpirits  of  theit  iHetiiiii 
recall  their  ib^aggltfrs,  ai^d  unite  tbehr  ttuifabets, 
by  found  ^d  impudence ;  as  bees  a^ihbfe  an4 
cling  tpgfether  by  thfc  nbife  of  brtft. 

That  nt)  other  cffea  could  be  iittagined  tit  hoped 
fot,  by  the  {>ublicatioh  of  thifc  tirfifcly  trfttife, 
tlrill  i^  manifeft  froni  ibm6  obvious  rc^exibfiS 
upon  the  feVef&l  pdrts  of  it ;  whetdn  the  fdlli^, 
the  falihoofds,  6r  the  abfnrditfesr,  Uppkif  (b  ftt^ 
quent,  that  they  may  hoidiy  tcOttod  fyt  iixnii* 
bcr  with  the Jihei*, 

When  the  hawker  holds  tht^  p&fa)]^hlet  fo^i^ard^ 
Jrou,  the  firft  '^rds  you  percdiirS  are.  The  Chrifis  J 
or,  A  difcotttfe,  &c.  The  i|ite*pr«tttr  tif  BtfiftU 
gives  four  tttrnflatidns  of  the  Heord  Giifis  ^  aby  rf 
Which  may  be  as  properly  ^ppilied  \6  this  authdr'S 
letter  to  th6  bailiff  of  Stockbridge  *.  Nfext,  What 
he  calls  a  ijifeourfe,  cbnfifts  olily  of  tVM  ^>ages, 
prefixed  to  twehty-two  more,  ivhich  cof^tain  ex* 
tradls  frorti  ifts  of  parliament ;  for,  as  to  the  rWfelve 
laft  plages,  they  are  provided  for  theihfelves  lii  the 
title,  under  the  name  of  fome  feafonable  retoark? 
pn  the  danger  of  a  popifh  fucqefJbn  Ahother 
circumftance  worthy  of  our  iuformitidh  ih  the 
title-page,  is,  that  the  crown  has  been  iettled  by 
previous  afts.  I  never  heard  of  any  a^  of  pairlia* 
meat  that  was  not  previous  to  what  it  ena£ted,  iin- 
Icfs  thofe  two,  by  which  the  Earl  of  Strafford  and 
Sir  Jqhn  Fcnwickloft  their  heads,  may  pafs  for 

*  Sictlc  addrcflcJ  a  Lccicr  to  tho  bai'.iff  of  Stockbridge,  who  ^ppan 
to  hi«vc  bcc!i  returning- officer  Jor  this  borough  vvhich  Steele  repre&otcd 
\tt  pur»:aincnr« 
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titepthnt^  Adifcourfe,  fepmienting  from  the  moft 
a«ithetltifc  ncords,  ftc«  He  hii»  l>om»weA  ^is  ex^* 
pthKiiM  frini  fo^6  writiiif,  who  probably  undeN 
ik)b(i  ihfe  ttn^Ais ;  but  thi6  gentleman  h&s  atto* 
igith^et  tnifapplkd  thtitii  atid,  under  iavbur,  he 
is  wholly  miftak^n  ;  lor  a  heap  of  extracts  from 
fevertl  aas  df  ^rUaaaent-,  cahfioe  be  tailed  ^  dil^ 
coiirfe  ;  neither  do  I  believe  he  GOjtfed  thein  fntfil 
the  m^  inith6nt ic  ^ebi^9,  whidh,  as  I  take  k^ 
ibre  lodgtfd  in  the  ToWer^  b4t  oift  of  fome  comnu)!! 
prlht^  <3dpy.  I  grant  tliere  is  nothing  material 
ih  all  this,  Either  than  to  fhew  the  generofity  of 
Our  advet-fariet,  in  encouraging  a  writer,  i;i^ 
taiinot  fbmifli  out  io  much  as  a  title  page,  with 
propriety  pr  cbmtnon  fenfe. 

Next  follows  the  dedication  to  the  clergy  of  the 
diurch  of  Bngtand,  wherein  the  modefly,  and 
the  meaning  of  the  firft  paragraphs,  are  hardly 
to  be  matched.  He  tells  them,  he  has  made  a 
comment  upon  the  a&s  of  fettlement,  which  he 
lays  before  them,  and  conjures  them  to  recom- 
mend, in  their  writings  and  difcourfes,  to  their 
fellow-itibjefts  :  and  he  does  all  this,  out  of  a  juft 
deference  to  their  great  power  and  influence. 
This  is  the  right  whig  fcheme  of  direfting  the 
clergy  what  to  preach.  The  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury's jurifdift  ion  extends  no  farther,  than  over 
his  own  province ;  but  the  author  of  the  Crifis 
cohftitutes  himfeif  vicar-general  over  the  whole 
clergy  of  the  church  of  England.  The  bifhops,  ia 
their  letters  or  fpeeches  to  their  own  clergy,  proceed 
po  farther  than  to  exhortation ;  but  this  writer, 
2  con- 
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conjures  the  whole  clergy  of  the  churchy  to  re- 
commend his  comment  upon  the  laws  of  the  land, 
in  their  writings  and  difcouries.  I  would  h\n 
knoWy  who  made,  him  a  commentator  upon  the 
laws  of  che  land; /after  which;  it  will  be  time 
enough  tp  alk  him,  by.wh^t  authority  he  directs 
the  clergy  to  recommend  his  conmients  from  the 
pulpit  or  the  prefs  ?  . 

He  teUs  the  clergy,  jthere  are  two  circumilances 
\vlnch  place  the  minds  of  the  people  under  their 
diredion ;  the  firfl  circumfiance,  is.  their  educa- 
tion ;  the  fccond  circumftance,  is  the  tenths  of 
our  lands.  I'his  laA,  according  to  the  Latin 
phrafe,  is  fpokcn  ad  invidiam  ;  for  he  knows  well 
enough,  they  have  not  a  twentieth:  but  if  you. 
take  it  in  his  own  way,  the  landlord  has  nine 
parts,  in  ten  of  the  people's  minds  under  his  direc- 
tion. Upon  this  rock  the  author  before  us  is  per- 
petually fplitting,  as  often  as  he  ventures  out  be- 
yond the  narrow  bounds  of  his  literature.  He  has 
a  confufed  remembrance  of  words  fince  he  left  the 
univerlity,  but  has  loft  half  their  meaning,  and 
puts  them  together  with  no  regard,  except  to  their 
cadence ;  as  1  remember  a  fellow  nailed  up  maps 
in  a  gentleman's  clofet,  fome  fi deling,  otifers  up- 
lide  down,   the  better  to  adjuft  them  to  the  pan- 

I  r.jn  fcnfiblc  it  is  of  little  confequence  to  their 
caufe,  whether  this  defender  of  it  underftands 
grammar  or  not ;  and  if  what  he  would  fliin  fay, 
difcovered  him  to  be  a  well  wilher  to  reafon  or 
truth,  I  would  be  ready  to  make  large  allowances. 

But, 
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But,  when  with  great  difficulty  I  dcfcry  a  com- 
pofition  of  rancQur  and  falfhood,  intermixed  with 
piaufible  noiifcnfe,  I  feel  a  ftruggle  between  con-  . 
tempt  and  indignation,  at  feeing  the  charafter  of  a 
Cenfor,  a  Guardian,  an  Englifliman,  a  Commen  - 
tator  on  the  laws,  an  inftruftor  of  the  clergy,  af* 
fumed  by  a  child  of  obfcurity,  without  one  finglc 
qualification  to  fupport  them. 

This  writer,  who  either  affedls,  or  is  commanded, 
of  late  to  copy  after  the  bifliop  of  Sarum,  has, 
out  of  the  pregnancy  of  his  invention,  found  out 
an  old  way  of  infmuating  the  groffeft  reflexions, 
under  the  appearance  of  admonitions ;  and  is  fo  ju- 
dicious a  follower  of  the  prelate,  that  he  taxes  the 
clergy  for  inflaming  their  people  with  apprehcn- 
fion?  of  danger  to  them  and  their  conftitution,  from 
men,  who  are  innocent  of  fuchdefigns;  when  he 
muft  needs  confefs,  the  whole  defign  of  his  pamph- 
let is,  to  inflame  the  people  with  apprehenlions  of 
danger  from  the  prefent  miniftry,  whom  we  be- 
lieve to  be  at  lead  as  innocent  men  as  the   laft*. 

What  fhall  I  fay  to  the  pamphlet,  where  the 
malice  and  falfhood  of  every  line,  would  require 
an  anfwer  ;  and  where  the  dulnefs  and  abfurdities, 
will  not  deferve  one  ? 

By  his  pretending  to  have  always  maintained 
an  inviolable  refpeft  to  the  clergy,  he  would  infi- 
nuate,  that  thofe  papers  among  the  Tatlers  and 
Spectators,  where  the  whole  order  is  abufed, 
were  not  his  own.  I  will  appeal  to  all  who  know 
the  flatnefs  of  his  ftyle,  and  the  barrennefs  of  his 
invention,  whetlicr  he  docs  not  groflly  prevaricate  ? 
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was  he  ever  able  ta  walk  without  legdiag-itriogd, 
or  fwim  -without  bladders,  without  bei^  ^iko- 
vered  by  his  hobbling  and  his  ^nldng  ?  has  h^  ad* 
bered  to  his  charader  ia  his  papQr  called  the.£o* 
gliflnnao,  whereof  he  is  allowed  to  be  ible  au- 
thor, without  any  competition  ?  what  docs  ho 
think  of  the  letter  figued  by  himfelf^  whiph  re- 
lates to  Molefworth,  in  whole  *  defence,  he  af- 
fronts the  whole  convocation  of  Ireland  ? 

It  is  a  wife  maxim*  that  becaule  the  clergy  arc 
no  civil  lawyers^  they  ought  not  to  preach  obe- 
dience to  governors ;  and  therefore  they  ought  not 
to  preach  temperance,  becaufc  they  are  no  phy- 
iicians.  Examine  all  this  author*s  writings,  and 
then  point  me  out  a  divine  who  knows  lefs  of  the 
conflitution  of  England  than  he ;  witnefs  thofe 
many  egregious  blunders  in  his  late  papers,  where 
be  pretended  to  dabble  in  the  fubjeft. 

But  the  clergy  have,  it  feems,  imbibed  their 
notions  of  power  and  obedience,  abhorrent  from 
our  laws,  from  the  pompous  ideas  of  imperial 
greatnefs,  and  the  fubmiflion  to  abfolute  emperors. 
This  is  grofs  ignorance,  below  a  fchool-boy  in  his 
Lucius  Florus.  The  Roman  hiftory,  wherein  lads 
pire  iiiftruiSled,  reached  little  above  eight  hundred 
years,  zm\  the  authors  do  every  where  inftillre^ 

*  The  right  honourable  Robert  Molefworth,  Efq  ;  one  of  the  prify 
rouncil  and  mtmbcr  of  the  Houfe  of  Commonty  created  t  peer  by  king 
George  I.  The  lower  houfe  of  oonvocacion  there  preferred  a  compIaiDt 
againll  him  for  difrefpcftful  words,  which  heing  rcprefcnied  in  EngliDd 
he  w«s  removed  from  the  council :  to  juflihr  him  againfl  thi»  complaint 
wus  the  fut^fft  o(  Steele*!  Jitter. 

publicjiu 
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{>tMdlll  pfin^ipies  {  and  from  the  dcc<rant  of  nme 
in  twelve  <)f  this  ^rft  emperbr^,  we  learn  tohwe 
ft  detefttaitich  againft  tyratifiy^  The  Greeks  carry 
thit  pditit  yet  a  great  deal  Itigher,  whkh  none 
tm  be  ignorant  of,  who  has  read  or  heard  them 
tfMtedl  This  gave  Hobbes  the  occalion  of  advan^ 
cifig  a  pofition  diredly  contrary ;  that  the  youth 
of  England  were  corrupted  in  their  jH^cal  piin*- 
ciples,  by  teading  the  htflsones  of  Rome  and  Greece  3 
which,  having  been  written  tinder  repvblica« 
caught  the  readers  to  have  ill  notions  of  mooar^ 
chy^.  In  this  aflertion  there  was  ibmething  j(po« 
CM«8»  but  that  advanced  by  theCrifis,  could  only 
if&e  fram  the  profoundeft  ^norance. 

But,  wotild  you  know  his  icheme  of  educatioa 
for  young  gentlemen  at  the  uwiverfity :  it  is,  that 
they  (hould  fpend  their  time  in  perudng  thofe  ads 
of  parliament,  whereof  his  |)am^let  is  an  extra^, 
which  if  it  had  been  done,  the  kingdom  would 
not  be  in  its  prefent  conditiDn,  but  every  member 
fent  into  the  world  thus  inftruftod,  fince  the  Re- 
solution, would  have  been  an  advocate  lor  our 
rights  and  liberties. 

Here  now  is  a  projcd  for  getting  more  money 
liy  the  Crifis ;  to  have  it  read  by  tutors  in  the 
univerfities*  I  thoroughly  Agree  with  him,  tibat 
if  our  ftudents  had  been  thus  employed  for  twenty 
years  paft,  the  kingdom  had  not  been  in  its  prefent 
condition ;  but  we  hav^  too  many  of  fuch  proficients 
already  among  the  young  nobility  and  gentry,  who 
have  gathered  up  their  politicks  from  chocolatehoufes 
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and  foftious  clubs  ;  and  *  who,  if  they  had  fpent 
tlxcir  time  in  hard  ftudy  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge^ 
we  might  indeed  have  faid,  that  the  Odious  part 
of  this  Idngdom  had  not  been  in  its  prefent  condi- 
tion, or  have  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  taught, 
that  a  few  z€ts  of  parliament  relating  to  the  fuc- 
ceflion,  are  preferable  to  all  other  civil  inftiturions 
whatfoever.  Neither  did  I  ever  before  hear,  that 
an  aft  of  parliament  relating  to  one  particular  point, 
could  be  called  a  civil  inftitution. 

He  fpends  almoft  a  quarto  page  in  telling  the 
clergy,  that  they  will  be  certainly  perjured  if  they 
bring  in  the  pretender,  whom  they  have  abjured ; 
and  he  wifely  reminds  them,  that  they  have  fwom 
without  equivocation  or  mental  refervation ;  other* 
wife  the  clergy  might  think,  that  as  foon  as  they 
received  the  pretender,  and  turned  papifts,  they 
would  be  free  from  their  oath. 

This  honeft,  civil,  ingenious  gentleman,  knows 
in  his  confcience,  that  there  are  not  ten  clergymen 
in  England  (except  nonjurors)  who  do  not  abhor 
the  thoughts  of  the  pretender  +  reigning  over  us, 
much  more  than  himfelf.  But  this  is  the  fpittle 
of  the  biffiop  of  Sarum  |,  which  our  author  licks 
up,  and  fwallows,  and  then  coughs  out  again  with 
an  addition  of  his  own  phlegm.      I  would  fain 

*  Hf re  the  ix>minativc,  who,  has  no  verb  to  which  it  refcft  ir  the 
reft  of  the  fentence. 

t  It  fhould  he  —  of  ihe  pretender's  reigning  over  us,  not  prefeoder 
reigning  &c.    At  wc  ihould  write  — of  ^//  rctgning  over  us,  ixoc  of  Urn 
reigning  &c. 
'    t  Dr,  Gilb?it  B.:rne% 

fuppofc 
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fuppofe  the  body  of  the  dergy  were  to  return  an 
anfwer,  by  one  of  their  members  to  thefe  worthy 
*counfeUors.  ?I  oonceive  it  might  be  in  the  follow- 
ing terms: 

My  lord  and  Gfentteman^ 

"  The  clergy  command  me  to  give  you  thanks 
^*  for  your  advice  ;  and  if  they  knew  any  crimes, 
**  from  which  either  of  you  were  as  free,  as  they 
**  arc  from  thofe  which  you  fo  earneftly  exhort 

.  ^*  them  to  avoid,  they  would  return  your  favour, 
^^  as  near  as  poffible,  in  the  fame  ftyle  and  man- 

.  **  nen  However,  that  your  advice  may  not  be 
**  wholly  loft,  particularly  that  part  of  it  which 
**  relates  to  the  pretender,  they  defire  you  would 

.  **  ftpply  it  to  more  proper  perfons.  Look  among 
**  your  own  leaders  ;  examine  which  of  them  en- 
**  gaged  in  a  plot  to  reftore  the  late  king  James, 
**  and  received  pardons  under  his  feal ;  examine 
*'  which  of  tliem  have  been  iince  tampering  with 
"  his  pretended  fon,  and  to  gratify  their  ambi- 
*^  tion,  their  avarice,  their  malice  and  revenge, 
**  are  now  willing  to  reftore  him,  at  the  expence 
**  of  the .  religion  and  liberty  of  their  country. 
**  Retire,  good  my  lord,  with  your  pupil,  and 
*'  let  us  hear  no  more  of  thefe  hyprocrital  infmu- 
*'  ations,  left  the  Queen  and  minifters,  who  have 
*'  been  hitherto  content  with  only  difappointing 
*•  the  Urking  viUanies  of  your  faftion,  may  be  at 
**  laft  provoked  to  cxpofe  them.'* 

But 
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But  his  refpeft  for  die  deigy  19  fueb,  th^tiie 
does  not  infinuate  as  if  tli^  rcudljr  lia4  tbefe  ani 
difpofitions }  he  6n\y  in^wjiltM,  that  tfacjr  g^e  too 

much  caufe  for  fuch  infinuations* 

I  will  upon  occafion  ftrip  fome  of  his  infinu* 
ations  from  their  g^nMStlky  and  folecifbiSy  and 
drag  them  into  the  light«  His  dedication  to  the 
cler^  is  full  of  them,  becaufeheiw  he  ^ideayours 
to  mould  'up  his  rsncour  aad  civilicjr  together  {  by 
which  eenftralnt,  he  is  obliged  to  fiiorten  fait  pa- 
ragraph3«  find  to  place. them  in  fuch  a  tight,  that 
they  obfeure  one  another.  Suppoiing  therefore 
that  1  have  foraped  off  his  ^ood  manaers^  in  or- 
der to  come  at  his  meanings  which  Kes  under  i 
he  tells  the  clergy,  that  the  fevour  of  the  Qvsen 
and  her  minifters,  is  but  a  colour  frf*  xeal  towards 
them  ;  that  the  people  were  deluded  by  a  gratuid- 
Ids  cry  of  the  churches  danger  at  Sacheverell^s  trial} 
that  tlie  clergy,  as  they  are  meft  of  fenfe  and  ho- 
nour, ought  to  preach  this  truth  to  liieir  ieyerat 
congregations;  and  let  them  knowt  that  the 
true  defign  of  the  prefent  men  in  power,  in  thatj 
and  all  their  proceedings  iince  in  favour  of  the 
church,  was,  to  bring  in  popery,  Prance  and  the 
pretender,  and  to  enflave  all  Europe,  contrary 
to  the  Igws  of  our  country,  the  power  of  the 
Icgiflaturc,  the  faith  of  nations,  and  the  honour  of 
'God. 

I  cannot  fee  why  the  clergy,  as  men  of  fenfe,  and 
men-of  honour,  (for  he  appeals  not  to  th&nas  men 
of  religion)  fliould  not  be  allowed  to  know  wheo 
they  are  in  danger,  and  be  able  to  guefs  whence 

it 
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it  comes,  and  who  are  their  protedlors.  The  defiga 
of  their  deftruftion  indeed  may,have  been  proje£ted 
in  the  dark  ;  but  when  all  was  ripe,  their  enemies 
proceeded  to  fo  many  overt-afts  in  the  face  of  the 
nation,  that  it  was  obvious  to  the  meaneft  people, 
who  wanted  no  other  motives  to  rouze  them.  On 
the  other  fide,  can  this  author,  or  the  wifeft  of  his 
faftion,  affign  one  fingle  a£t  of  the  prefent  mini* 
ftry,  any  way  tending  towards  bringing  in  the  pre- 
tender, or  fo  weaken  the  futceffion  of  the  houfe  of 
Hanover  ?  Obferve  then  the  reafonablencfs  of  this 
gentleman's  advice  :  the  clergy,  the  gentry,  and 
the  common  people,  had  the  utmoft  apprehenfions 
of  danger  to  the  church  under  the  late  miniftryj 
yet  then  it  was  the  greateft  impiety  to  inflame 
thepeople  with  any  filch  apprehenfions.  His  dan- 
ger of  a  popilh  fucceflbr,  from  any  fteps  of  the 
prefent  miniftry,  is  an  artificial  calumny,  raifed 
and  fpread  againft  the  conviction  of  the  inventors, 
pretended  to  be  believed  only  by  thofe,  who  abhor 
the  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate  ;  an  obdurate 
fadion  who  compafs  heaven  and  earth,  to  reftore 
themfelves  upon  the  ruin  of  their  country ;  yet 
here  our  author  exhorts  the  clergy  to  preach  up 
this  imaginary  danger  to  their  people,  and  difturb 
the  public  peace,  with  his  ft  rained  feditious  com* 
ments. 

But  how  comes  this  gracious  licence  to  tho 
clergy  from  the  whigs,  to  concern  themfelves  with 
politicks  of  any  fort,  although  it  be  only  the  glof- 
fes  and  comments  of  Mr.  Steele?    The  fpeeches 

Vol.  Ill,  X  of 
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of 'the  managers  at  Sachcvereirs  trial,  particularly 
thofe  of  Stanhope,  Lechmere,  King,  Parker  *, 
and  fome  others,  fcerhed  to  deliver  a  different 
doftrinc.  Nay,  this  very  dedication  con4plains  of 
fome  in  holy  orders,  who  have  made  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  their  country,  (iii  which  and  the  Coptick 
Mr.  Steele  is  equally  Ikilled)  a  very  little  part  of 
their  ftudy,  and  yet  made  obedience  and  govem- 

*  ment,  the  frequent  fubjeds  of  their  difcourles. 
This  difficulty  is  ealily  folved  j  for  by  politicks^ 
they  mean  obedience.  Mr.  Hoadly  +,  who  is  a 
champion  for  refiftance,  was  never  charged  with 

'  meddling  out  of  his  funftion  :  Hugh  Peters^  and 
his  brethren,  in  the  times  of  ufurpation,  had  full 
liberty  to  preach  up  fedition  and  rebellion  ;  and 
fo  here,  Mr.  Steele  iflucs  out  his  licence  to  the 
clergy,  to  preach  up  the  danger  of  a  popiih  pre- 
tender, in  defiance  of  the  Queen  and  her  admini- 
juration. 

Every  wliiffler  in  a  laced  coat,  who  frequents 
the  chocolate-houfe,  and  is  able  to  Ipell  the  title 

fof  a  pamphlet,  fhall  talk  of  the  conftitution  with 
as  much  plaufibility  as  this  very  folemn  writer, 
and  with  as  good  a  grace  blame  the  clergy  for  med- 
dling with  politicks,  which  they  do  not  under- 
ftand.  I  have  known  m'auy  of  thefe  able  politi- 
cians furnifhed  before  they  were  of  age,  \yith  all 
the  neceflary  topicks  of  their  fadion,  and  by  the 
help   of  about  twenty   polylyllables,    capable  of 

•  Tl.cr^  prnons  were  created  peers  hy  king  George T. 
t  D(x-:tor  BcMjiimin  Ilosdiy,  created  biiliop  of  Bangor  by  king  Ocorgel. 
li'i\  T/i  ;,  rr^nllnt?d  to  Ihicloid  in  172:;  to  Sulilbury  20  j  7^5,  a;;d  tci 

main- 
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maintaining  an  argument,  that  would  (hine  in  the 
Crifis ;  whofe  author  gathered  up  his  little  ftock 
from  the  fame  fchools,  and  has  written  from  no 
other  fund. 

But  after  all,  it  is  not  clear  to  me,  whether  this 
gentleman  addrefles  himfelf  to  the  clergy  of  Eng- 
land in  general,  or  only  to  thofe  very  few  (harldy 
enough  in  cafe  of  a  change,  to  fupply  the  morta- 
lity of  thofe  felf-denying  prelates  he  celebrates) 
who  are  in  his  principles,  and  among  thefe,  only 
fuch  as  live  in  and  about  London ;  which  pro- 
bably will  reduce  the  number  to  about  half  a 
dozen  at  moft.  I  (hould  incline  to  guefs  the  lat- 
ter ;  becaufe  he  tells  them  they  are  furrounded  by 
a  learned,  wealthy,  knowing  gentry,  who  know 
with  what  firmnefs,  felf-denial,  and  chanty,  the 
bifhops  adhered  to  the  public  caufe,  and  what  con- 
tumelies thofe  clergymen  have  undergone,  &c.  who 
adhered  to  the  caufe  of  truth.  By  thofe  terms, 
the  public  caufe,  and  the  caufe  of  truth,  he  under* 
Hands  the  caufe  of  the  whigs,  in  oppolition  to  the 
Queen  and  her  fervants :  therefore  by  the  learned, 
wealthy,  and  knowing  gentry,  he  muft  underftand 
the  Bank  and  >Eaft-In(Ka  Company,  and  thofe 
other  merchants  or  citizens  within  thft  bills  of 
mortality,  who  have  been  ftrenuous  againft  the 
church  and  crown,  and  whofe  fpirit  of  faftionhas 
lately  got  the  better  of  their  inteteft.  For  let  him 
fearch  all  the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  he  will  find 
the  furroupdcd  clergy,  and  the  furrounding  gentry, 
wholly  ftranlfers  to  the  merits  of  thofe  prelates ; 

X  2  and 
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and  adhering  to  a  very  different  caufe  of  truth,  as* 
will  foon,  I  hope,  be  manifeft,  by  a  fair  appeal  to 
the  reprelentatives  of  both. 

It  was  very  unneceflary  in  this  writer  to  befpeak 
the  treatment  of  contempt  and  deriiion,  which 
the  clergy  are  to  expeft  from  his  fadion,  whenever 
they  come  into  power.  I  believe  that  ve^^erablc 
body  is  in  very  little  concern  after  what  manner 
their  moft  mortal  enemies  intend  to  treat  them, 
whenever  it  (hall  pleafe  God,  for  our  (ins,  to  vifit 
us  with  fo  fatal  an  event ;  which  I  hope  it  will  be 
the  united  endeavours  both  df  clergy,  and  laity,  to 
hinder.  It  would  be  fome  fupport  to  this  hope, 
if  I  could  have  any  opinion  of  his  prediding  ta- 
fent,  (which  fome  have  afcribed  to  people  of  this 
author's  charafter)  where  he  tells  us,  that  noile 
and  wrath  will  not  always  pafs  for  zeal.  What 
other  in  (lances  of  zeal  has  this  gentleman,  or  the 
reft  of  his  party  been  able  to  produce  ?  if  cla- 
mour be  noife,  it  is  but  opening  our  ears  to  know 
from  what  fide  it  comes ;  and  if  fedition,  fcurri- 
lity,  flaiider  and  calumny,  be  the  fruit  of  wrath, 
read  the  pamphlets  and  papers  i(ruing  from  the 
zealots  of  that  faction,  or  vifit  their  clubs  and 
coflec-lioufcs,  in  order  to  form  a  judgement  of  the 
tree. 

.  When  Mr-  Steele  tells  us,  we  have  a  religion 
that  wants  .no  fupport  from  the  enlargement  of 
fccular  power,  but  is  well  fupported  by  the  wif- 
dom  and  piety  of  its  preachers,  and  its  own  native 
truth  ;  It  would  be  good  to  know  what  reiigion  he 

pro- 
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profcfles  :  for  the  clergy  to  whom  he  fpeaks,  will 
never  allow  him  to  be  a  member  of  the  church  of 
England.  They  cannot  agree,  that  the  truth  of  the 
gofpel,  and  the  piety  and  wifdom  of  its  preachers, 
are  a  fufficient  fupport  in  an  evil  age,  againft  in- 
fidelity, fa£Uon,  and  vice,  without  the  afliftance  of 
fecular  power  ;  unlefs  God  would  pleafe  to  confer 
the  gift  of  miracles  on  thofe  who  wait  at  the  altar. 
I  believe  they  venture  to  go  a  little  farther,  and 
think,  that  upon  fbme  occafions,  they  want  a  little 
enlargement  of  afliftance  from  the  fecular  power, 
againft  Atheifts,  Deifts,  Socinians,  and  other  He- 
reticks#  Ev^ery  firft  Sunday  in  Lent  a  part  of  the 
Liturgy  is  re^d  to  the  people,  in  the  preface  to 
which,  the  church  declares  her  wiftie?  for  the  re* 
iloring  of  that  difclpline  fhe  formerly  had,  and 
which,  for  fome  years  paft,  has  been  more  want- 
ed than  ever.  But  of  this  no  more,  left  it  migh^ 
infinuate  jealoufies  between  the  clergy  and  laity ; 
which  the  author  tells  us,  is  the  policy  of  vain 
ambitious  men  among  the  former,  in  hopes  to  de- 
rive from  their  order,  a  veneration  ^hey  cannot 
^efcrve  frpm  their  virtue.  If  this  be  their  method 
for  procuring  veneration,  it  Is  the  mofl;  fingular 
.  f hat  ever  was  thought  on ;  and  the  clergy  vyould 
then  iu4eed  have  no  more  to  dp  with  politicks  of 
any  fqrtj^  thai^  Mr.  Steele  or  his  fadipn  will  allpw 
them. 

Having  thus  toiled  ^hrpugh,  hia  dedication,  I  pro- 
ceed to  confider  his  preface^  which,  half  con{iftii;jg 
pf  Quotation,    vsrill  be  fo   m\ich    the   fooner  got 

X  3  through.. 
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through.  It  is  a  very  unfair  thing  in  any  writer 
to  employ  his  ignorance  and  malice  together ;  be- 
caufe  it  gives  his  anfwerer  double  work  :  it  is  like 
the  fort  of  fophiftry  that  the  logicians  call  two  mc^ 
diums.  which  are  never  allowed  in  the  fame  fyllo- 
gifm.  A  writer,  with  a  weak  head,  and  a  corrupt 
heart,  is  an  over-match  for  any  finglc  pen  ;  like  a 
hireling  jade,  dull  and  vicious,  hardly  able  to  ftir, 
yet  offering  at  every  turn  to  kick. 

He  begins  his  preface  with  fuch  an  account  of 
the  original  of  power,  and  the  nature  of  civil  infti- 
tutions,  as  I  am  confident  was  never  once  imagined 
by  any  writer  upon  government,  from  Plato  to 
Mr.  Locke.  Give  me  leave  to  tranfcribc  his  firft 
"  paragraph.  *^  I  never  faw  an  unruly  crowd  of 
people  cool  by  degrees  into  temper,  but  it  gave  mp 
;in  idea  of  the  original  of  power,  and  the  nature 
of  civil  inftitutions.  One  particular  man  has 
ufually  in  thofe  cafes,  from  the  dignity  of  his  ap- 
pearance, or  other  qualities  known  or  imagined  by 
the  multitude,  been  received  into  fudden  favour 
and  authority  ;  the  occafion  of  their  difference  has 
teen  reprefented  to  hun,  and  the  n^atCer  referred 
to  his  decifion, 

I  have  known  a  poet,  who  never  was  oiit  of  Eng- 
land, introduce  a  faft  by  way  of  fimile,  which 
could  probably  no  where  happen  nearer  than  In  the 
plains  of  Libya  ;  and  begin  with,  **  So  have  i  fcen," 
Such  a  fiftion  I  fuppofe  may  be  juftified  hy  poc^ 
tical  licence ;  yet  Virgil  is  much  more  modef)'^ 
This  paragraph    of  Mr.Steelc*s,    which   he  lets 

down 
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down  as  an  ohfervation  of  his  own,  is  a  miferable 
mangled  tranflation  of  fix  verfes  out  of  that  famous 
poet,  who  fpeaks  after  this  manner :  *'  As  when  a 
(edition  arifes  in  a  great  multitude,  &c.  then  if  they 
fee  a  wife  great  man,  &c."  Virgil,  who  lived  but 
a  little  after  the  ruin  of  the  Roman  republic,  wher^ 
(editions  often  happened,  and  the  force  of  oratory- 
was  great  among  the  people,  made  ufe  of  a  fimile^ 
which  Mr.  Steele  turns  into  a  faA,  after  fuch  a 
manner  as  if  he  had  feen  it  a  hundred  times  ;  and 
builds  upon  it  a  fyftem  of  the  origin  of  government. 
When  the  vulgar  here  in  England  aflemble  in  a 
riotous  manner,  (which  is  not  very  frequent  of  late 
years)  the  prince  takes  a  much  more  effedual  way 
than  that  of  fending  orators  to  appeafe  them  :  bi*t 
Mr.  Steele  imagines  fuch  a  crowd  of  people  as  this, 
where  there  is  no  government  at  all ;  their  unru- 
Ilnefs  quelled,  and  their  paflions  cx>aled  by  a  par- 
ticular man,  whofe  great  qualities  they  had  known 
before.  Such  an  aflembly  mufl:  have  rifen  fuddenly 
from  the  earth,  and  the  man  of  authority  dropt 
from  the  clouds  ;  for,  without  fome  previous  form 
of  govemnient,  no  fuch  crowd  did  ever  yet  af^em- 
ble,  or  could  poflibly  be  acquainted  with  the  merits 
and  dignity  of  any  particular  man  among  them. 
But  to  purfue  his  fcheme ;  this  man  of  authority, 
who  cools  the  crowd  by  degrees,  and  to  whom 
they  all  appeal,  muft  of  necefCty  prove  either  ah 
open,  ox  clandeftine  tyrant.  A  clandefline  tyrant 
1  take  to  be  a  king  of  Brentford,  who  keeps  his 
army  in  difguifc  ;  and  whenever  he  happens  either 
to  die  naturally,  be  knockt  on  the  head,  or  depdfed, 

X  4,  the 
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the  people  calmly  take  farther  meafures,  and  im- 
prove upon  what  was  begun  under  his  unlimited 
power.  All  this  the  author  tells  us,  with  extreme 
propriety,  is  what  feems  reafonable  to  common 
ientc ;  that  is,  in  other  words,  it  feems  reafonable 
to  reafon.  This  is  what  he  calls  giving  an  idea 
of  the  original  of  power,  and  the  nature  of  civii 
inftitutions.  To  which  I  anfvver  with  great  phlegm, 
that  I  defy  any  man  alive  to  (hew  me  in  double  the 
number  of  lines,  although  writ  by  the  fame  author, 
fuch  a  complicated  ignorance  in  hiftory,  human 
•  nature,  or  politicks,  as  well  as  in  the  ordinary  pro- 
perties of  thought  or  of  ftylc. 

But  it  feems  thefe  profound  Speculations  wer« 
only  premifed  to  introduce  fome  quotations  in  fa- 
vour of  refiftance.  What  has  refiftance  to  do  with 
the  fucceffion  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  that  the 
whig  writers  fhould  perpetually  afFeft  to  tag  them 
together  ?  I  can  conceive  nothing  elfe,  but  that 
their  hatred  to  the  Queen  and  mlniftry,  puts 
them  upon  thoughts  of  introducing  the  fucceflor 
by  anpther  revolution.  Are  cafes  of  extreme  ne- 
ceflity  to  be  introduced  as  common  maxims,  by 
.which  wc  are  always  to  proceed:  (hould  not  thefe 
.gentlemen  foretimes  inculcate  the  general  rule  of 
obedience,  and  not  always  the  exception  of  refift- 
ance ?  fince  the  former,  has  been  the  pej-petual  dic- 
tate of  all  laws  both  divine  and  civil,  and  the  lat- 
ter is  ftill  in  difpute. 

I  fhall  meddle  with  none  of  the  paflages  he  cites 
to  prove  the  lawfulnefs  of  refiftjng  princes,  except 

that 
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that  from  the  prefent  lord  chancellor's  *  fpeech  in 
defence  of  Dr.  Sacheverell :  that  there  are  extraor- 
dinary cafes,  cafes  of  neceffity,  which  are  implied 
although  not  expreffed,  in  the  general  rule  [of  obe- 
dience].    Thefe  words,   very  clear  in  themfelves, 
Mr.  Steele  explains  into  nonfenfe ;  which  in  any 
other  author,    I  ftiould  fufpeft  to  have  been  in- 
tended as  a  Tefle(3tion  upon  as  great  a  perfon  as  ever 
filled  or  adorned  that  high  ftation  ;  but  I  am  fo 
well  acquainted  with  his  pen,  that  1  much  more 
wonder  how  it   can    trace  out  a  true  quotation, 
than  a  falfe  comment.     To  fee  him  treat  my  lord 
Harcourt  with  fo  much  civility,  looks  indeed  a  lit- 
tle fufpicious,  apd  as  if  he  had  malice  in  his  heart- 
He  calls  his  lordfliip  a  very  great  man,  and  a  great 
living  authority ;  places  himfelf  in  company  with 
general  Stanhope,  and  M^f  Hoadly ;  and  in  (hort^ 
takes  the  moft  efFeftual  method  in  his  power  of 
ruining  his  lordflilp  in  the  opinion  of  every  man, 
who  is  wife  or  good.     I  can  only  tell   my  lord 
.  Harcourt,  for  his  comfort,  that  thefe  praifes  are 
encumbered  with  the  doctrine  of  refiftance,  and  the 
true  revolution-principles  ;    and  provided  he  will 
not  allow  Mr.  Steele  for  his  commentator,  he  may- 
hope  to  recover  the  honour  of  being  libelled  again, 
as  well  as  his  fbvereign  and  fellow-fervants. 

.  We  now  come  to  the  Crifis  ;  where  we  meet 
with  two  pages,  by  way  of  introdudlion  to  thofe  ex- 

*  Sir  SimoQ  Harcourt,  who  at  the  time  of  Sackevf  rell^  trial  had  reiigned 
his  place  of  attorney^genp-aU  vfhx^h  he  afterwards  accepted  again  ;  upon 
the  change  of  the  mio'iftry  he  was  made  lord  keeper,  and  in  171 1  created 
^  baron^ 

tra6la 
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tracts  from  ads  of  parliament,  that  conftitutc 
the  body  of  his  pamphlet.  This  introdudlion  be- 
gins with  a  definition  of  liberty,  and  then  proceeds 
in  a  pancgyrick  upon  that  great  bleffing.  His  pa- 
negyrick  is  made  up  of  half  a  dozen  fhreds,  like  a 
fchool-boy's  theme,  beaten  general  topicks,  where 
any  other  man  alive  might  wander  fecurely  5  but 
this  politician,  by  venturing  to  vary  the  good  old 
phrafes,  and  give  them  a  new  turn,  commits  an 
hundred  folecifms  and  abfurdities.  The  weighty 
truths,  which  he  endeavours  to  prefs  upon  his  rea* 
der,  are  fuch  as  thefe.  That  liberty  is  a  very  good 
thing ;  that  without  liberty  we  cannot  be  free ; 
that  health  is  good,  and  ftrength  is  good,  but  li- 
berty is  better  than  either ;  that  no  marl  can  be 
happy  without  the  liberty  of  doing  whatever  his 
own  mind  tells  him  is  beft  ;  that  men  of  quality 
love  liberty,  and  common  people  love  liberty ;  even 
women  and  children  love  liberty ;  and  you  can-- 
not  pleafe  them  better  than  by  letting  them 
do  what  they  pleafe.  Had  Mr.  Steele  contented 
himfelf  to  deliver  thefe,  and  the  like  maxims, 
in  fuch  intelligible  terms,  I  could  have  found 
where  we  agreed,  and  where  we  differed.  Jut 
let  us  hear  fome  of  thefe  axioms,  as  he  has  in- 
volved them.  We  cannot  poffefs  our  fouls  with 
pleafure  and  fatisfadion,  except  weprefervein  our- 
felves  that  ineftimable  bleffing,  which  we  call  li- 
berty. By  liberty  I  defire  to  be  underftood  tQ 
mean  the  happinefs  of  men's  living,  &c.  The 

true  life  of  man  confifts  in  conducing  it  according 
to  his  own  juft  fentiments  and  innocent  inclinations 
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man's  being  is  degraded  below  that  of  a  free  agent, 
when  his  affeftions  and  paflions  are  no  longer  go^ 
verned  by  the  didlates  of  his  own  mind. With- 
out liberty  our  health  (among  other  things)  may 
be  at  the  will  of  a  tyrant,  employed  to  our  ruiil, 
and  that  of  our  fellow-creatures.  If  there  be  any 
of  thefe  maxims,  which  are  not  groftly  defeftive 
in  truth,  in  fenfe,  or  in  grammar,  I  will  allow 
them  to  pafs  for  uncontroulable.  By  the  firft,  ojmit* 
ting  the  pedantry  of  the  whole  expreflion,  there  are 
not  above  one  or  two  nations  in  the  world,  where 
any  one  man  can  poffefs  his  foul  with  pleafure  and 
fatisfa£lion.  In  the  fecond,  hedefires  to  be  underfteod 
to  mean ;  that  is,  he  defires  to  be  meant  to  mean, 
or  to  be  underftood  to  underftand.  In  the  third, 
the  life  of  man  confifts  in  conducing  his  life.  lu 
the  fourth  he  affirms,  that  mens  beings  are  degraded, 
when  their  paflions  are  no  longer  governed  by  the 
diftates  of  their  own  minds ;  directly  contrary  to 
the  lefibns  of  all  moralifts  and  legiflatures ;  who 
agree  unraiimoufly,  that  the  paflions  of  men  muft 
be  under  the  government  of  reafon  and  law  ;  nei- 
ther are  laws  of  any  other  ufe,  than  to  correal  the 
irregularity  of  our  affedlions.  By  the  laft,  our 
health  is  ruinous  to  ourfelves,  and  other  men, 
when  a  tyrant  pleafes ;  which  I  leave  to  him  to 
make  out. 

I  cannot  fufficiently  commend  our  anceftors, 
for  tranfmitting  to  us  the  bleffing  of  liberty  ;  yet 
having  laid  out  their  blood  and  treafure  upon  the 
purchafc,  I  do  not  fee  how  they  a£ted  parfimoni*. . 

oufly, 
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oufly,  becaufe  I  can  conceive  nothing  more  gene- 
rous, than  that  of  employing  our  blood  and  trea- 
fore  for  the  fervice  of  others.  But  I  am  fud- 
denly  flruck  with  the  thought,  that  I  have  found 
his  meaning ;  our  anceflors  aftcd  pariimoniouQy, 
becaufe  they  fpent  only  their  own  treafure  for  the 
good  of  their  pofterity ;  whereas  we,  fquandered 
away  the  treafures  of  our  pofterity  too;  but  whether 
they  will  be  thankful,  and  think  it  was  done  for 
the  prefer\'ation  of  their  libertj^  mufl  be  left  to 
themfelves  for  adeciiion. 

I  verily  believe,  although  I  could  not  prove  it 
in  Weflminfler  hall  before  a  lord  chief  juitice, 
that  by  enemies  to  our  prefent  efbblifhment,  Mr. 
Steele  would  deiire  to  be  underflood  to  mean,  coy 
lord  treafurer  and  the  reft  of  the  miuiftry :  by 
thofe  who  are  grown  fupine,  in  proportion  to  the 
danger  to  which  our  liberty  is  every  day  more  ex- 
pofed,  I  fhould  guefs  he  means  the  tories  ;  and  by 
honeft  men,  who  ought  to  look  up  with  a  fpirit 
th^t  becomes  honefly,  he  imderflauds  the  whigs, 
I  likevvife  believe,  he  would  take  it  ill,  or  think 
me  ilupid,  if  I  did  not  thus  expound  him.  I  fay 
then,  that  according  to  this  expofition,  the  four 
great  officers  of  ftate,  together  with  the  reft  of  the 
cabinet-pouncil,  (except  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury- *)  are  enemies  to  our  eftablifhment,  makiog 
artful  and  open  attacks  upon  our  confUtution,  and 
jre  now  praftifing  indirect  arts,  and  mean  fubtil- 

*  Dr.  Teonifon. 
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ties,  to  weaken  the  fecurity  of  thofe  a^s  of  parlia- 
ment, for  fettling  the  fucceffion  in  the  houfe  of 
Hanover.     The  firft,  and  moft  notorious  of  thefe 
criminals,  is,  Robert  Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford,  Lord^ 
High  Treafurer,  who  is  reputed  to  be  chief  minify 
ter  :  the  fecond  is,  James  Butler,  duke  of  Ormondy 
who  commands  the  army,  and  defigns  to  employ 
it  in  bringing  over  the  Pretender :  the  third  is, 
Henry  St.  John,  Lord  Vifcount  Bolingbroke,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  who  muft  be  fuppofed  to  hold  a  Con- 
ftant  correfpondence  at  the  court  of  Bar  le  Duc^ 
as  the  late  Earl  of  Godolphin  did  with  that  at  St* 
Germans:   and  to  avoid  tediuofnefs,    Mr. Brom- 
ley *,   and  the  reft,  are  employed  in  their  feveral 
diftridls  to  the  fame  end.     Thefe  are  the  opinions, 
which  Mr.  Steele  and  his  fadtion,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  their  leaders,  are  endeavouring,  with  all 
their  might,  to  propagate  among  the  people  of  Eng- 
land,   concerning  the  prefent  miniftry  ;  with  what 
refervation  to  the  honour,    wifdom,  or  juftice  of 
the  Queen,    I  cannot  determine;  who,    by  her 
own  free  choice,  after  long  experience  of  their  abi- 
lities and  integrity,  and  in  compliance  -f*  to  the  ge- 
neral wiflies  of  her  people,  called  them  to  her  fer- 
vice.  '    Such  an  accufation  againft  perfons  in  fo 
high  truft,  fhould  require,  I  think,  at  leaft  one  An- 
gle overt-aft  to  make  it  good.     If  there  be  no  other 
choice  of  perfons  fit  to  ferve  the  crown, •without 
danger  from  the  pretender,  except  among  -thofe 

*  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  ComroorJ. 

^  It  (hould  be  —  in  compliance  wnhy  &c. 
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who  art  called  the  whig  party,  the  Hanover  fuc- 
^(fion  is  then  indeed  in  a  very  dcfperate  ftate : 
that  illuftrious  family  will  have  almoft  nine  in  tea 
of  the  kingdom  againft  it,  and  thofe  principally  of 
the  landed  intereft ;  which  is  mofl  to  be  depended 
Opout  in  fuch  a  nation  as  ours» 

I  have  now  got  as  far  as  hk  cxtrafts,  which  I 
0iaU  not  be  at  the  pains  of  comparing  with  the 
originals,  but  fuppofe  he  has  gotten  them  fairly 
tranicribed :  I  only  think,  that  whoever  is  patentee 
for  printing  afts  of  parliament,  may  have  a  y 
fair  aftion  againft  him  for  invafion  of  property : 
but  this  is  none  of  my  bufinefs  to  enquire  into* 

After  two  and  twenty  pages  fpent  in  reciting 
afts  of  parliament,  he  defires  leave  to  repeat  the 
hiftory  and  progrefs  of  the  union  ;  upon  which  I 
have  fome  few  things  to  obferve* 

This  work,  he  tells  us,  was  unfuccefsfully  at- 
tempted by  feveral  of  her  majefty's  predeceflbrs ; 
although  I  do  not  remember  it  was  ever  thought 
on  by  any,  except  king  James  the  firft,  and  the 
late  king  William.  I  have  read  indeed,  that  fome 
jGnall  overtures  were  made  by  the  former  of  thefe 
princes  towards  a  union  between  the  two  king- 
doms, but  rejefted  with  indignation  and  contempt 
hy  the  En^ifh  :  and  the  Iiiftorian  tells  us,  that 
kow  degenerate  and  corrupt  Ibever  tlie  court  tind 
farfiiinDicnt  then  were,  they  would  not  give  ear 
tp  fi)  inliunous  a  propofal.  I  do  not  find,  that. any 
of  the  fuccceding  princes  before  the  Revolution, 
ever  refumed  the  deiigu  ;  bccauie  it  was  a  projed, 

for 
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for  which  there  could  not  poffiWy  be  afligned  the 
leaft  reafon  or  neceffity :  for  I  defy  any  mortal  to 
name  one  fingle  advantage  that  England  could 
ever  expeft  from  fuch  a  union. 

But  towards  the  end  of  the  late  king's  reign,  upoa 
apprehenfions  of  the  want  of  iffue  from  him  or  the 
princefs  Anne,  a  propofition  for  uniting  both  king- 
doms was  begun ;  becaufe  Scotland  had  not  fettled 
their  crown  upon  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  but  left 
tb^mftlves  at  large,  in  hopes  to  make  their  advan-^ 
ta^j;  and  it  was  thought  highly  dangerous  to 
leave  that  part  of  the  ifland,  inhabited  by  a  poor 
fierce  nothern  people,  at  liberty  to  put  themfelvcs 
under  a  different  king.  However,  the  oppofition 
to  this  work  was  fo  great,  that  it  could  not  be 
overcome,  until  fome  time  after  her  prefent  majefly 
came  to  the  crown ;  when,  by  the  weaknefs  or 
corruption  of  a  certain  minifler,  lince  dead;  an  aft 
of  parliament  was  obtained  for  the  Scots,  which 
gave  them  leave  to  arm  themfelves  *  ;  and  fa  the 
union  became  neceffary,  not  for  any  adhial  good  it 
could  poffibly  do  us,  but  to  avoid  a  probable  evil ;  and 
Qt  the  fame  time  fave  an  obnoxious  minifler's  head  ; 
who  was  fo  wife  as  to  take  the  firfl  opportunity  of 
procuring  a  general  pardon  by  a£t  of  parliament, 
becaufe  he  could  not,  with  fo  much  'decency  and 
fafety,  defire  a  particular  one  for  hlmfelf  Thefe 
fafts  are  well  enough  known  to  the  whole  king^ 
dom.  And  I  remember,  difcourfing  above  fix  years 

*  Sec  the  EzamiDcr,  IS*  XIX.  at  the  eod. 
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ago  with  the  moft  confide rahle  *  perfon  of  ttid 
adverfe  party,  and  a  great  promoter  of  the  union, 
he  frankly  owned  to  me,  that  this  neceffity,  brought 
upon  us  by  the  wrong  management  of  the  Earl  of 
Godolphin,  was  the  only  caule  of  the  union. 

Therefore  I  am  ready  to  grant  two  points  to  the 
author  of  the  Crifis :  firft,  that  the  union  became 
neceffary  for  the  caufe  above  related  ;    becaule  it 
prevented   this  ifland  from  being  governed  by  two 
kings ;  which  England  would  never  have  fufFered  j 
and  it  might  probably  have  cbft  us  a  war  of  a  year 
or  two  to  reduce  the  Scots.     Secondly,    that  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  break  this  union,  at  leaft 
in  this  junfture,  while  there  is  a  pretender  abroad, 
who  might  probably  lay  hold  of  fuch  an  opportu- 
nity. And  this  made  me  wonder  a  little  at  the  ipirit 
of  fadion  laft  fummer,  among  fome  people,  whO| 
having  been  the  great  promoters  of  the  union,  and 
fcvcral  of  them  the  principal  gainers  by  it  t*  could 
yet  proceed  lb  far  as  to  propofe  in  the  houle  of 
lords,  that  it  Ihould  be  diffolved  :  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  thofe  peers,  who  liad  ever  oppoled  it 
in  the  beginning,    were  then  for  preierving  it,^ 


*  Lord  Somers. 

t  The  duke  of  Argyle,  who  zeal  ufly  promoted  the  uiiion^  the  Eaii 
cF  Mar,  Mr.  Lockhurr,  and  Mr.  Cockburn,  having  been  deputed oo 
piirpofe,  remonflrated  to  the  queen  agninil  the  malt  tax*  which  thcf 
•ibid  would  probably  prompt  the  Scots  to  declare  the  union  diflblved«  The 
Eari  of  Finlater  foon  after  moved  the  houfc  of  lords  for  leave  "to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  diflbUing  tne  union  ;  he  was  fccondcd  by  the  earl  of  Mar» 
and  fupporttd  by  lord  Ellington,  the  carl  of  Hay,  the  duke  of  ArgylCt 
auwi  others. 
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\ip6n  the  reafon  I  have  juft  afligned,  and  which 
the  author  of  the  Crilis  has  likewife  taken  notice 
of. 

But  when  he  tells  us,  *  the  Engliflimen  ought^ 
in  generolity,  to  be  more  particularly  careful  ia 
preferving  the  union/  he  argues  like  himfelf.  ^Thc 
late  kingdom  of  Scotland  (fays  he)  had  as  nume- 
rous a  nobility  as  England/  &c.  They  had  indeed; 
and  to  that  we  owe  one  of  the  great  and  neceflary 
evils  of  the  union,  upon  the  foot  it  now  ftands. 
Their  nobility  is  indeed  fo  numerous,  that  the 
whole  revenues  of  their  country  would  be  hardly 
able  to  maintain  them,  according  to  the  dignity 
of  their  titles ;  and  what  is  infinitely  worfe,  they 
are  never  likely  to  be  extindt  until  the  laft  period 
of  all  things ;  becaufe  the  greateft  part  of  them 
defcend  to  heirs  general.  I  imagine  a  perfon  of 
quality  prevailed  on  to  marry  a  woman  much  his 
inferior,  and  without  a  groat  to  her  fortune,  and 
her  friends  arguing  (he  was  as  good  as  her  hufband^ 
becaufe  (he  brought  him  as  numerous  a  family  of 
relations  and  fervants,  as  (he  found  in  his  hou(e. 
Scotland,  in  the  taxes,  is  obliged  to  contribute  one 
penny  for  every  forty  pence  laid  upon  England ; 
and  the  reprefentatives  tliey  fend  to  parliament 
.  are  about  a  thirteenth.  Every  other  Scotch  peer 
Jias  all  the  privileges  of  an  Englifli  one,  except 
that  of  (itting  in  parliament,  and  even  precedence 
before  all  of  the  fame  title  that  (hall  be  created  for 
-the  time  to  come.  The  pen(ions  and  employments 
poflefled  by  the  natives  of  that  country  now  among 

A^OL.III.  Y  us. 
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us,  do  amount  to  more  than  the  whole  tbdy  of 
their  nobility  ever  fpent  at  home;    and  all  the 
money  they  raife  upon  the  public,  is  hardly  fuffi* 
cicnt  to  defray  their  civil  and  military  lifts.  I  could 
point  out  fome,  with   great  titles,  who  affeAed  td 
lappear  very  vigorous  for  diflblving  the  union,  at 
though  their  whole  revenues  before  that  period, 
'Would  have  ill  maintained  a  Welfti  juftice  of  peace ;    ; 
and  have  fince  gathered  more  money,  than  ever  any   ' 
Scotchman,  who  had  not  travelled,  could  form  an   I 
idea  of. 

I  have  only  one  thing  mofe  to  fay  upon  occafion 
of  the  union  aft ;    which  is,    that  the  author  of 
the  Crifis  may  be  fairly  proved,  from  his  own  ci- 
tations,  to  be  guilty  of  high  treason.      In  a 
paper  of  his  called  the  Englifliman,  of  Oftober  29, 
there  is  an  advertifement  about  taking  in  fubfcrip- 
tions  for  printing  the  Crifis,   where  the  title  is 
publifhed  at  length  with  the  followihg  elauib^ 
wrhich  the  author  thought  fit  to  dtBp  in  the  pub- 
lication ;  ['  and  that  no  power  on  earth  can  baf| 
alter,  or  make  void  the  prefent  fettlement  of  the 
crown,  &c.  By  Richard  Steele/]     In  his  extrad  of 
an  adt  of  parliament  made  fmce  the  union,  it  ap: 
pears  to  lie  high  treafon  for  any  perfbn  by  writing 
or  printing  to  maintain  and  aiHrm,  that  the  kings 
or  queens  of  this  realm,  with  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  parliament,  are  not  able  to  make  laws  and 
ftatutes  of  fufficicnt  force  and  validity  to  linut  and 
bind  the  crown,  and  the  defcent,  limitation,  in- 
heritance, and  the  government  thereof.    This  aft 

being 
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being  flibfequent  to  thfe  fettletnent  of  the  crown 
t:t)nfirmdd  at  thfe  union,  it  is  probable  fome  friend 
bf  the  author  advifed  him  to  leave  out  thofe  trea- 
Ibnable  words  in  th^  printed  title-page,  which  he 
had  before  publiflied  in  the  advertifement ;  and  ac- 
cordingly we  find,  that  in  the  treatlfe  itfelf  he 
otily  offers  it  to  tvtry  good  fubjed's  confidcration, 
\Vhether  this  article  of  the  fettlement  of  the  crown 
19  not  as  firm  as  the  union  itfelf,  and  as  the  fettle- 
ttient  of  epifcopacy  in  England,  &c.  And  he 
thinks  the  Scots  underftood  it  fo,  that  the  fuccef- 
teffion  to  the  crown  was  never  to  be  controverted, 

Thcfe  I  take  to  be  only  treafbnable  infinuations ; 
but  the  advertifement  before  mentioned,  is  aSually 
high  trealbn  ;  for  which  the  author  ought  to  be 
profecuted,  if  that  would  avail  afay  thing  under  a 
jurifdidlion,  where  curfing  the  Queek  is  not  above 
the  penalty  of  twenty  marks. 

Nothing  is  more  notorious  than  that  the  whigs 
of  late  yeatSj  both  in  their  writings  and  dtfeourfe^, 
have  afie€ted  upon  all  cCcafions  to  allow  the  legi^ 
tiiAacy  of  the  pretender*  This  makes  me  a  little 
Wbrider  to  fee  our  author  labouring  to  prove  the 
contrary,  by  producing  all  the  popular  chat  of  thofe 
times,  and  other  folid  arguments  from  Fuller^s 
narrative:  but  it  muftbe  fuppofed,  that  this  gen^ 
tlefman  afts  by  the  commands  of  his  fuperiors,  who 
h»ve  thought  fit  at  this  jun£hire  to  iffue  out  ne\<r 
orders,  for  reafons  beft  known  to  themfelves.  I 
wifli  they  had  been  more  clear  in  their  direftions 
to  him  upon  that  weighty  point,  whether  the 
Y  z  fet- 
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fettlcmcnt  of  the  fucceffion  in  the  houfe  of  Hano- 
ver be  alterable  or  not.  I  have  pbferved  vsrhcre, 
in  his  former  pages,  he  gives  it  in  the  negative ; 
but  in  the  turning  of  a  leaf,  he  has  wholly  changed 
his  mind.  He  tells  us,  he  wonders  there  can  be 
found  any  Briton  weak  enough  to  contend  againft 
a  power  in  their  own  nation,  which  is  pra£lifed 
in  a  much  greater  degree  in  other  ftates  :  and 
how  hard  it  is,  that  Britain  fiiould  be  debarred 
the  privilege  of  eftabliftiing  its  own  fecurity,  by 
relinquiihing  only  thofe  branches  of  the  royal  line, 
which  threaten  it  with  deftruclion  ;  while  other 
nations  never  fcruple,  upon  lefs  occalions,  to  go 
much  greater  lengths ;  of  which  he  produces  in- 
ftances  in  France,  Spain,  Sicily,  and  Sardinia ; 
and  then  adds,  can  Great  Britain  help  to  advance 
men  to  other  thrones,  and  have  no  power  in  li- 
miting its  own  ?  How  can  a  fenator,  capable  of 
Joing  honour  to  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  be  guilty  of 
fuch  ridiculous  inconfiftencics  ?  The  author  of  the 
Conduft  of  the  Allies  (fays  he)  has  dared  to  drop 
xnfinuations  about  altering  the  fucceflion.  The 
author  of  the  Condudt  of  the  Allies  writes  fenlc 
and  Englifli ;  neither  of  which  the  author  of  the 
Crifis  underlbnds.  The  former  thinks  it  wrong 
in  point  of  policy  to  call  in  a  foreign  power  to  be 
guarantee  of  our  fuccefTion,  becaufe  it  puts  it  out 
of  the  power  of  our  own  leglllature  to  change  our 
fuccellion,  without  the  confent  of  that  prince  or 
ftate,  who  is  guarantee,  whatever  neceffity  may 
happen  in  future  times.     Now, -if  it  be  high  trea- 
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{on  to  affirm  by  writing,  that  the  legiflature  ha? 
no  fuch  power ;  and  If  Mr.  Steele  thinks  it  ftrangc 
that  Britain  (hould  be  debarred  this  privilege,  what 
could  be  the  crime  of  putting  fuch  a  cafe,  that  in 
future  ages,  a  neceffity  might  happen  of  limiting 
the  fucccffion,  as  well  as  it  has  happened  already  ? 
When  Mr*  Steele  reflefts  upon  the  many  folemn, 
ftrong-barriers  (to  our  fucceflion)  of  laws  and  oathsS, 
&c.  he  thinks  all   fear  vanifhes  before  them.     I 
think  fo  too,  provided  the  epithet  folemn  goes  for 
nothing ;  becaufe,  although  I  have  often  heard  of 
a  folemn  day,  a  folemn   fcaft,  and  a  folemn  cox- 
comb, yet  I  can  conceive  no  idea  to  myfelf  of  ja  fo- 
lemn barrier.     However,  be  that  as  it  will,    his 
thoughts  it  feems  will  not  let  him  reft,  but,  before 
he  is  aware,  he  afks  liimfelf  feveral  queftions ;  and, 
lince  he  cannot  refblve  them,  I  will  endeavour  to 
give  him  what  fatisfaftion  I  am  able.     The  firft 
is,  what  are  the  marks  of  a  lafting  fecurity  ?  To 
which  I  anfwer,  that  the  figns  of  it  in  a  kingdom 
or  ftate  are,  firft,  good  laws ;  and  fecondly,  thofe 
laws   well    executed :    wc   are   pretty  well   pro- 
vided with   the  former,    but  extremely  defedive 
in  the  latter.  — Secondly,    what  are  our  tempers 
and  our  hearts  at  home?  If  by  ours   he   means 
thofe    of   himfelf    and    his    abettors,     they   are 
moft  damnably  wicked  ;  impatient  for  the  deaths 
of  the  Queen  ;    ready   to  gratity  their  ambition 
and  revenge,  by  all  defperate  mctiiods  ;    wholly 
alienate  from  truth,  law,  religion,  mercy,  confci- 
cnce,    or   honour. — Thirdly,    in   whr.t   hands   is 

Y  3  power 
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power  lodged  abroad  ?  To  anfwer  the  queftioij  na* 
turally,    Louis  XIV  is  king  of  France,  Philip  V 
(by   the   counfels  and   acknowledgments  of  the 
whigs)  is  king  of  Spain,  andfo  on.     If  ty  power 
he  means  money  fG# the   duke  of  Marlborogh  iii 
thought  to  have  more  ready  money  than  all  the 
kings  of  Chriftendom  together;  but,  by  the  pecu* 
liar  difpofition  of  Providence,  it  is  locked  up  in  g 
trunk,   to  which  his  ambition  has  no  key :  aiid 
that  is  our  fecurity. — Fourthly,  are  our  unnatural 
divifions  our  ftrength  ?  I  think  not ;  but  tliey  ?irc 
the  fign  of  it,  for  being  unnatural  they  cannot  l^j 
and  this  (hews,  that  union,  the  foundation  of  all 
ftrength,  is  more  agreeable  to  our  nature. — Fifthly, 
IS  it  nothing  to  us,  which  of  the  princes  of  Eu- 
rope has  the  longeft  fword  ?  Not  much,  if  we  can 
tie  up  his  hands,  or  put  a  ftrong  fliield  into  thofe  of 
his  neighbours  ;  or  if  our  Iword  be  as  (harp  as  his 
is  long ;  or  if  it  be  neceflary  for  him  to  turn  his 
own  fword  into  a  plowfliare  ;  or  if  fuch  a  fword 
happens  to  be  in  the  hands  of  an  infant,  or  ftrug- 
gled  for  by  two  competitors. — Sixthly,  the  power- 
ful hand  that  deals  out  crowns  and  kingdoms  all 
around  us,  may  it  not  in  time  reach  a  king  out  to 
us  too  ?  If  the  powerful  hand  he  means  be  that  of 
France,    it   may  reach  out  as  many  kings  as  it 
pleafes  ;  but  we  will  not  accept  them.     Whence 
does  this  man  get  his  intelligence  ?  I  fhould  think 
even  his  brother  Ridpath  might  furnifh  him  with 
better.     What  crowns  or  kingdoms   has  France 
4  dealt 
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dtalt  about  ?  Spain  was  given  by  the  will  of  the  for- 
mer king,  in  confequence  of  that  infamous  treaty 
of  partition,  the  advifer  of  which  will,  I  hope,  ne- 
ver be  forgot  in  England.  Sicily  wa$  4Upored  of^ 
l^y  her  majefty  of  Qreat-Britain  ;  fo  in  ^e£l  wa? 
3^rdinia.  France  indeed  once  reached  out  a  king 
to  Poland,  but  the  people  would  not  recejve  hjm. 
This  queAioQ  of  Mr.  Steele's  was  therefore  only 
put  in  Urrorem^  without  any  regard  to  truth.— r 
Scvcothly,  are  there  no  pretenfions  to  our  crown 
that  can  ever  be  revived  ?  There  may,  for  ought 
I  know,  be  about  a  doi^en ;  and  thofe,  in  time^ 
laay  poflibly  beget  a  hundred ;  but  vfft  muft  do 
as  well  as  we  can.  Captain  Beflus,  when  he  had 
fifty  challenges  to  anfwer,  protefled  he  coul4  not 
^ht  above  three  duels  a  day.  If  the  pretender 
flioul4  ful,  (fays  the  writer)  the  French  kjng  has 
in  his  quiver  a  fucceffion  of  them ;  the  duchefs  of 
Savoy,  or  her  fons,  or  the  dauphin  her  gr^^dlqn. 
X^t  mfi  fuppofe  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  to  bf 
dead ;  the  ducliefs  of  Savoy  wiU  then  be  a  prep 
tender,  and  confequently  mud  Leave  her  hufband, 
becaufe  his  royal  highnefs  (tor  Mr.  Steele  ha? 
not  yet  acknowledged  him*  for  9  king)  is  in  ^llir 
ance  with  her  Britifti  majefty ;  her  (bqs,  whev 
they  grow  pretenders,  muft  undergo  the  fame  fate. 
But  I  am  at  lofs  how  to  difpofe  of  the  dauphin, 
if  he  happen  to  be  king  of  France  before  the  pre- 
tenderfhip  to  Britain  falls  to  his  fliare ;  for  I  doubt 
he  will  never  be  perfuaded  to  remove  out  of  his 
own  kingdom,  only  becaufe  it  is  too  near  EngLmd. 

Y4  But 
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But  the  duke  of  Savoy  did,  (bme  years  ago, 
put  in  his  claim  to  the  crown  of  England  in  right 
of  his  wife  ;  and  he  is  a  prince  of  great  capacity, 
in  ftria  alliance  with  France,  and  may  therefore 
very  well  add  to  our  fears  of  a  popifti  fucceflbr. 
Is  it  the  fault  of  the  prefent,  or  of  any  miniftry, 
that  this  prince  put  in  his  claim  ?  nuift  we  give 
him  opium  to  deftroy  his  capacity :  or  can  we  pre- 
vent his  alliance  with  any  prince,  who  is  in  peace 
with  her  majefty  ?  Muft  we  fend  to  ftab  or  poilbn 
all  the  popifh  princes,  who  have  any  pretended 
title  to  our  crown  by  the  proximity  of  blood  ? 
What,  in  the  name  of  God,  can  thcfe  people  drive 
at  ?  what  is  it  they  demand  ?  Supjx^fe  the  prefent 
dauphin  were  now  a  man,  and  the  king  of  France, 
and  next  popifh  heir  to  the  crown  of  England  ;  is 
he  not  excluded  by  the  laws  of  tl;e  hnd  ?  But 
what  regard  will  he  have  to  our  laws  ?  I  anfwer  : 
has  not  the  Queen  as  good  a  title  to  the  crown  of 
France  ?  and  how  is  {he  excluded,  but  by  their 
law  againft  the  fuccefiion  of  females,  which  we 
are  not  bound  to  acknowledge  ?  x^nd  is  it  not  iii 
our  power  to  exclude  female  fucceflors,  as  well  as 
in  theirs  ?  If  fuch  a  pretence  fhall  prove  the  caufc 
of  a  war,  what  human  power  can  prevent  it  ?  But 
our  caufe  muft  necefl'arily  be  good  and  righteous  ; 
for  either  the  kings  of  England  have  been  nnjuftly 
kept  out  of  the  poffeffion  of  France,  or  the  dau- 
phin, although  neareft  of  kin,  can  have  no  legal 
title  to  England.  And  he  muft  be  an  ill  prince 
indeed,  who  will  not  have  the  hearts  and  hands  of 

ninety 
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ninety  nine  in  an  hundred  among  his  fubjefts, 
againft  fuch  a  popifh  pretender. 

I  have  been  the  longer  in  anfwering  thje  feventh 
queftion,  becaufe  it  led  me  to  confider  all  he  had 
afterwards  to  fay  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  preten- 
der.— Eighthly,  and  laftly,  he  a(ks  himfelf,  whe- 
ther Popeiy  and  Ambitidn  are  become  tame  and 
quiet  neighbours  ?  In  this  I  can  give  him  no  fa- 
tisfeaion,  becaufe  .1  never  was  in  that  ftreet  where 
they  live ;  nor  do  I  converfe  with  any  of  their 
friends ;  only  I  find  they  are  perfons  of  a  very 
evil  reputation.  But  I  am  told  for  certain,  that 
Ambition  had  removed  her  lodging,  and  lives  the 
very  next  door  to  Faction,  where  they  keep  fuch  a 
racket,  that  the  whole  parifh  is  difturbed,  and 
every  night  in  an  uproar. 

Thus  much  in  anfwer  to  thofe  eight  uneafy 
queftions  put  by  the  author  to  himfelf  in   order 
to  fatisfy  every  Briton,  and  give  him  an  occafioii , 
of  taking  an  impartial  view  of  the  affairs  of  Europe^ 
in  general  asVell  as  of  Great  Britain  in  particular. 

After  enumerating  the  great  aftions  of  the  con- 
federate armies,  under  the  command  of  prince  Eu- 
gene and  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  Mr.  Steele 
obferves,  in  the  bitternefs  of  his  foul,  that  the  Bri- 
tifh  general,  however  unaccountable  it  may  be  to 
pofterity,  was  not  permitted  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
his  glorious  labour.  Ten  years  fruits,  it  feems, 
%vere  not  fufiicient,  and  yet  they  were  the  fruitful- 
left  campaigns  that  ever  any  general  cropt.  How- 
ever, I  cannot  but  hope,  that  pofterity  will  not  be 

left 
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left  in  the  dark,  but  fome  care  taken  both  of  her  m»- 
jefty's  glory,  and  the  reputation  of  thofe  (he  em- 
ploys.    An  impartial  hiftorian  may  tell  tha  WQidd, 
(and  the  next  age  will  eafily  believe  what  it  Goa« 
tinues  to  feel)  that  the  avarice  and  ambitios  of  i 
few  faftious  infolent  fubjeds,  had  aimed:  deilroye4 
their  country,    by  continuing  a  ruinous  war  ii) 
conjundion  with  allies,  for  whofe  fakeapriueipaUjp 
we  fought,  who  refufed  to  bear  their  }uQi  prapor-y 
tion  of  the  charge,  and  were  connived  at  ii\  thwr 
refufal,  for  private  ends  :  that  thefe  faftieus  ffe^ 
pld,  treated  the  befl:  and  kindeft  of  fQvefeigns,  W4tk 
iafol^nce,  cruelty,   and  ingratitude,  of  which  he 
will  be  able  to  produce  feveral  inftances ;    that 
they  encouraged  perfons  and  principles  alien  frera 
our  religion  and  government,  in  order  te  ftrengthaii 
their  fadion ;    he  will  tell  the  reafons,  why  the 
general,  aiKl  firil  minifter,  were  fedqced  to  b^  head$ 
of  this  fadioQ,  contrary  to  the  opinions  they  had 
always   profefled.     Such  an   hiflorian  wil}   (hew 
many  reafons,  which  made  it  neceflary  to  remove 
the  general  and  his  friends ;    who,  knowing  the 
bent  of  the  nation  was  againfl:  them,   expedej 
to  lofe  their  power  when  the  war  was  at  zn  end. 
Particularly,  the  hiftoriaii  will  difcover  the  whole 
intrigue  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough's  endeavoqrr 
ing  to  procure   a  commilfion  to  be  general  for 
life*  ;  wherein  juftice  will  be  done  to  a  p^rfon  at 
that  time  of  high  ftation  in  the  law,  who  (I  men- 
tion it  to  his  honour)  advifed  the  duke,  when  hp 

*  Sec  the  Examiner  N«  19,  and  the  fubreqiient  paper*. 

was 
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«ras  cpnfulted  upoa  it,  not  to  accept  of  fuch  si 
rommiffion.  By  thefe,  apd  m^ny  other  inft^nc^s 
kvhich  time  will  bring  to  light i  it  may  perhaps 
appear  not  very  unaccountable  to  pgd^rity,  why 
this  great  man  was  difmiflTed  &t  1^ ;  buf  rather 
why  he  Wfis  difmifled  no  foppgr. 

But  this  is  entering  into  a  wide  field.     I  fhall 
therefore  leave  pofterity  to  the  i^fijrixwtipu  of  bet-» 
ter  hiftorians,    thai>   the  authpr  pf  the  Crifis,  or 
myfelf ;  and  go  on  tp  inform  the  present  age,  tO  - 
{jomc  fa£ts,  which  Khfi  gJCQat  orator  and  politician 
thinks  fit  tp  piifrepxefgnt,  with  tl;e  utmoft  ^^gr^ 
cither  of  natural,  or  wilful  igRorapce.     H^  afl^rtSji 
that  in  the  Duke  of  OrngiQad's  cacppaign,  after  a 
fufp?nfion  of  arms  between  Great  Britain  nndFrapca 
proclaimed  at  the  head  of  the  armies,  the  B|-itifh 
troops,    in   the  m.idft  of  the  enemy's  g^rri(b*>s, 
withdrew  themfelves  Uom  their  cpiifedf  rajes.  Thd 
fz6t  is  diredly  otherwife ;  for  the  B^itiih  trapps 
lyere  moft  infamoufly  defcrted  by  the  coo^d^atefl^ 
after  all  that  could  be  urged  ^y  tl>e  d^^  of  Of^- 
xnond  and  the  earl  of  Strafibrd,  to  pi^f^  th«  con- 
'  federate  generals  not  to  fovf^jiic  (heno.     TJoe  dukes 
wa$  direded  to  avoid  engaging  m  v^y  a£tipn,  until 
he  had  farther  orders,  becaufe  an  ac<:0\iHt  of  the. 
king  of  Spain's  renunciation  was  every  d^y  expeft- 
ed  :  this,  the  Imperialifts  aad  EXutch  kiiiBW  well 
enough ;  and  therefore  prppofed  to  the  duke,  ia 
that  very  jundure,  to  engage  tlie  Frewh,  for  no 
other   reafon    but    to    render    defperate  ail    the 
Queen's  jneafures  towards  a  pe^ce.     Was  not  the 

oertaia 
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certain  poffeflion  of  Dunkirk,  of  equal  advantage 
to  the  uncertainty  of  a  battle  ?  A  whole  cam-» 
paign  under  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  with  fuch 
an  acquilition,  although  at  the  coft  of  many  thou- 
fand  lives,  and  fcveral  millions  of  money,  would 
have  been  thought  very  glorioufly  ended. 

Neither,  after  all,  was  it  a  new  thing,  either'iii 
the  Britifli  general,  or  the  Dutch  deputies,  to  re- 
fufe  fighting,  when  they  did  not  approve  it.' 
When  the  duke  of  Marlborough  was  going  to  in- 
vert Bouchain,  the  deputies  of  the  States  prefled 
him  in  vain  to  engage  the  enemy;  and  one  of 
them  was  fb  far  difcontented  upon  his  grace's  rc- 
fufal,  that  he  prefently  became  a  partizan  of  the 
peace ;  yet  I  do  not  remember  any  clamour  then 
raifed  here  againft  the  duke  upon  that  account. 
Again,  when  the  French  invaded  Doway,  after  the 
confederates  had  delerted  the  duke  of  Ormond, 
prince  Eugene  was  violently  bent  upon  a  battle, 
and  laid  they  (hould  never  have  another  fb  good  an 

opportunity;  but  monfieur ,  a  private  deputy, 

rofe  up,  and  oppofed  it  fo  far,  that  the  prince  was 
forced  to  defift.  Was  it  then  more  criminal  in  the 
duke  of  Ormond  to  rcfufe  fighting  by  exprefs  com- 
mand of  the  Queen,  and  in  order  to  get  poflcf- 
tion  of  Dunkirk,  than  for  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough to  give  tlis  lame  rcfufal,  without  any  fuch 
orders,  or  any  fuch  advantage  ?  or  fhall  a  Dutch 
deputy  afTume  more  power  than  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain's  general,  ading  by  the  immediate 

commands  of  his  fovercign  ? 

c  The 
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The  emperor  and  the  empire  (fays  Mr.  Steele 
by  way  of  admiration)  continue  the  war !  Is  his 
Imperial  majefty  able  to  continue  it  or  not  ?  if  he 
be;  then  Great  Britain  has  been  ftrangely  ufed  for 
ten  years  paft  ;  then  how  came  it  to  pafs,  that  of  * 
above  thirty  thoufand  men  in  his  fervice  in  Italy 
at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Turin,  there  were  not 
above  four  thoufand  paid  by  himfelf  ?  if  he  be  not 
able  to  continue  it,  why  does  he  go  on  ?  The 
reafons  are  clear ;  becaufe  the  war  only  affefts  the 
princes  of  the  empire,  whom  he  is  willing  enough 
to  expole,  but  not  his  own  dominions.  Befidcs^ 
the  Imperial  minifters  are  in  daily  expeftation  of 
the  QuEEN*s  death  ;  which  they  hope  will  give  a 
.new  turn  to  affairs,  and  rekindle  the  war  in  Eu- 
rope upon  the  old  foot ;  and  we  know  how  the 
minifters  of  that  court  publicly  aflign  it  for  a  rea- 
ibn  of  their  obftinacy  againft  peace,  that  they  hope 
for  a  fudden  revolution  in  England.  In  the  mean 
time,  this  appearance  of  the  emperor's  being  for- 
faken  by  his  ally,  will  ferve  to  increafe  the  cla- 
mour, both  here  and  in  Holland,  againft  her  ma- 
jefty and  thofe  (he  employs. 

Mr.  Steele  fays,  there  can  be  no  crime  In  affirm- 
ing (if  it  be  truth)  that  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  is  at 
this  junilure  become  more  formidable,  and  bids 
fairer  for  a  univerfal  monarchy,  and  to  engrofs  the 
whole  trade  of  Europe,  tlian  it  did  before  the 
war. 

No  crime  in  affirming  it,  if  it  be  truth.  I  will 
for  once  allow  his  propofirlon.     But,  if  it  be  falfe, 

then 
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theft  I  affirm,  that  whoe^et  adv&tic^s  lb  feditiobs  a 

falfhood,  defervis  to  be  hanged.     I)oes  h6  iMtk 

by  the  houfc  of  Bourbon,  the  two  kings  of  FflUtt 

and  Spam?    If  fo,  I  rejed  his  meaning,  #hkh 

would  infinuate,  that  the  interefts  and  defignsef 

both  thofe  princed  will  be  the  fame ;  whereas  th^ 

are  more  oppofite  than  thofe  of  any  two  other  tofl- 

narchs  in  Chtiftendom.     This  is  the  old  fyfAVk ' 

flaftder'  fo  frequently  flung  upon  the  peace,  and  n 

freqviently  refuted.    Thefe  factious  undertakers  of 

the  prefs  write  with  great  advantage  ;  they  ft^t^fttf- 

oufly  affirm  a   thoufmid  falfhoods,  without  fetf* 

wit,  confcience,  or  knowledge ;  and  we,  who  tfi- 

fwar  th6m,  muft  be  at  the  e^pence  of  an  argu- 

mfiht  fdr  each ;  after  which,  i»  the  very  next  partf- 

phlet  We  fee  the  fame  nflertions  produced  agaiii, 

without  the  lead  notice  of  what  has  beeh  faid  to 

difprove  them.    By  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  do* 

be  mean  only  the  French  king  for  the  time  bdiiig? 

if  fo^  and  his  aflertioh  be  true,  then  that  prmde 

«iuft  either  deal  with  the  devil,  or  elfe  the  ifionejr 

send  blood  fpent  in  our  ten  years  vi^ories  agsditft 

him,  might  as  well  have  continued  in  the  purfe 

and  veins  of  her  majefty*s  fubje£ts. 

Biit  the  particular  affertions  of  this  author,  aw 
fetfler  *  detedled  than  his  general  ones ;  I  ftdi 
therefore  proceed  upon  examining  the  former.  For 
feftaiice  t  I  defire  him  to  aik  the  Dutch,  who  can 
heft  inform  him,  why  they  delivered  up  Traerbach 

*  It  ([\ou\i\  be—*  arc  eaficr  to  be  i'.ctc^d ;  or,  arc  more  cofily  de* 
tefted,  &c.* 

to 
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to  th^  Imperialifts  ?  fbr^  as  to  the  QuESif,  her 
maje%  was  never  once  confulted  in  it ;  whitever 
his  preceptors^  the  politicians  of  Button's  cdfBn^ 
houfe^  may  have  informed  him  to  the  contrary. 

Mn  Steele  affirms^  that  the  French  have  hegaik 
the  demolition  of    Dunkirk  Contemptuoufly  atifl 
arbitrarily  their  own  way.    The  governor  df  thfe 
town^  and  thofd  gentlemen  intruded  with  the  in- 
fpeftion  of  this  work,   do  afliire  me,  that  th0  fySt 
is  altogether  otherwife ;  that  the  method  prefcril^ 
by  thofe  whom  her  majcfty  employs^  has  b^n  cat'* 
si6tly  followed,  and  that  the  works  zrt  alteddy  dd- 
moii(hed.     I  will  venture  to  tell  him  htthtt^  thixt 
the  demolition  was  fo  long  deferred,  in  ^der  t^ 
remove  thofe  difficulties^  whieh  the  barrier  tredty 
has  put  us  under ;   and  the  event  haS  (hSWn^  that 
Ir  was  prudent  to  prooceed  no  fafter,  until  thbfb 
difficulties  Were  got  over.    The  mole  and  hirbottr 
could  not  be  deftroyed,  until  the  ihips  were  gM 
out ;  which,  by  reafon  of  fome  profound  feci'rtf  etf 
llatd^  did  not  happen  until  the  other  day*     Who 
^ve  him  thofe  juft  fufpiciofis^  that  the  iti^le  itAA 
htftbour  will  never  be  deftroyed  ?    What  is  it  he 
tvoxild  fiow  inftnuate  ?   that  the  miiiiftry  h  brtbdd 
W  l^ve  the  moil  important  patt  of  the  wctt-k  un- 
done ;  or,  that  the  pretehder  is  to  invade  f^  &»tli 
tib[snce ;   or,  that  the  Qu&bn  has  entetsd  mte  a 
cmfpiracy  with  her  fervants,  to  prevent  the  godd 
effects  of  the  peace,  for  no  other  end  but  to  lofe 
the  affeftions  of  her  people,  and  eridingcf   hfer- 

laf? 

In. 
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Inftead  of  any  farther  information^  which  I 
could  eafdy  give,  but  which  no  honeft  man  caQ 
want,  I  venture  to  affirm  that  the  mole  and  har- 
bour of  Dunkirk  will  in  a  fhort  time  be  moft  cf- 
feftually  deftroyed ;  and  at  the  fame  time  I  ven- 
ture to  prophefy,  that  neither  Mn  Steele,  nor  his 
fadlion,  will  ever  coafefs  they  believe  it. 

After  all,  it  is  a  little  hard  that  the  Queen 
cannot  be  allowed  to  demolifh  this  town,  in  what- 
ever manner  (he  pleafes  to  fancy*  Mr.  Steele 
muft  have  it  done  his  own  way,  and  is  angry  the 
French  have  pretended  to  do  it  theirs ;  and  yet  he 
wrongs  them  into  the  bargain.  For  my  own  part, 
I  do  fcrioufly  think  the  mofl  Chriflian  king  to  be  a 
much  better  friend  of  her  majefty's,  than  Mr. 
Steele,  or  any  of  his  faftion.  Befides,  it  is  to  be 
confidered,  that  he  is  a  monarch  and  a  relation ; 
and  therefore,  if  I  were  a  privy  couniellor,  and 
my  advice  to  be  aflced,  which  of  thofe  two  * 
Gentlemen  born,  fhould  have  the  dire£lion  in 
the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  I  would  give  it  for 
the  former ;  becaufe  I  look  upon  Mr.  Steele,  in 
quality  of  a  member  of  his  party,  to  be  much 
more  ikilful  in  demolifhing  at  home  than  abroad. 

There  is  a  profpe£t  of  more  danger  to  the  ba- 
lance of  Europe,  and  to  the  trade  of  Britain,  from 
the  -f  emperor  over-running  Italy,  than  from 
France  f  over-running  the  empire ;  that  his  impe- 

.    *  Mr.  Steele  oftce  ft)  Ics  himfelf  fo. 

t  t  It  (hould  be  —  *  from  the  Emperor^s  overrunaiog  Italy,  tbaa 
fiom  Fraucc's  overrunning  the  empire.* 

rial 


1-ial  fti^fty  enfcrtairis  fuch  thorughts,  is  vifibte  to 
Che  Wdifld :  and  ftkhotigh  Yitilt!  can  be  faid  to  jaff 
tify  fiMny  adtionj  df  the  French  king,  yet  thi 
werft  of  fhem,  ha«'e  never  equaltftd  the  emperor** 
HMtHry  keepiil^  the  poffeffion  of  Milan,  cfireaiy 
cdhtfairy  to  his  oalh^  and  t6  the  e^prefs  words  of 
thi  golden  btdl,  t^hich  oblige  htih  to  deliver  up 
ftv«jr^  fitif  that  fadls,-  <yr  elfe  they  mutt  all,  in  the 
CiUfie  <»f  thhe^  lipfb  ihf6  hii  own  hands. 

1  Wdtat  a  loTs  Whd  U  >^ad  that  Mr.  Steele  hihted 
at  foiM  titut  ^ci,  b^  *^  th^  paWttM  hand,  thai 
d«al8  Otft  Crowns  and  Kindolns  al!  around  ns  :**  t 
now  plainly  find  he  thbaht  no  other  hand  btii  hii 
oMrii4  Ha  has  dealt  6i)t  thecrowA  6f  Spain  to 
l^fatieci  I  to  France  he  has  giV^n  leave  to  invade 
f^e  £iil|»re  httl  fpriilg,  wkh  tixro  hundred  thou- 
fand  ti^M ;  and  nbW  tit  tail  he  deals  to  Frahce 
tlM' kd^idrial  dignity ;  andfo  farewell  liberty  ;  £u- 
titpt  wai  ht  Frehdh.  But,  in  order  to  bring  all 
f hi»  ab6ttt,  tU<;  dl^t&i  of  Aufiria,  the  refidence  of 
lAa  iHk^kd  fniE^fty,  nhift  continue  to  be  vifited 
by  th*  ^iague,  6f  which  the  etaperor  muft  die, 
AAd  fo  the  thihg  is  dotie. 

Why  ihbtikl  not  t  Veritufe  to  deal  out  one  fcep- 
tf e  (6  my  turti j  as  Well  as  Mr.  Steele  ?  I  therefore 
dtai  out  thb  etepir^  to  thd  elector  of  Saxony,  upon 
fui^le6  of  iffue  to  this  emperor  at  his  death  :  prb- 
VidUd  ike  Whigs  will  ptevail  oh  the  fon  to  turii 
papift,  to  get  an  empire,  as  they  did  upon  the 
fi^hef,  tO'  get  a  kihgddm.  Or,  if  this  prince  be 
bot  ap^Ved  of,  1  deat  it  out  in  his  (lead  to  the 
Vol.  III.  Z  eleftor 
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eleftor  of  Bavaria:    and  in  one  or  the  other  of 
thefe,  I  dare  engage  to  have  all  Chriftendom  to 
fecond  me,   whatever  the  fpieen,  in  the  (hape  of 
politics,  may  diftate  to  the  author  of  the  Crifis, 
The  defign  of  Mr.  Steele,    in  reprefenting  the 
circumftances  of  the  affairs  of  Europe,  is,  to  fig- 
.  nify  to  the  world,  that  all  Europe  is  put  in  the 
high  road  to  flavery,    by  the  corruption  of  her 
majefty*s  prefent  miniders ;  and  fb  he  goes  on  tp 
Portugal ;  which,  having  during  the  war  fupplied 
us  with  gold  in  exchange  for  our  woolen  manufac- 
ture, has  only  at  prefent  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  for 
its  protection,  to  lad  no  longer  than  till  the  Cata- 
lonians  are  reduced  ;  and  then  the  old  pretenfions 
of  Spain  to  Portugal  will  be  revived :  and  Portugal 
when  once  onflaved  by  Spain,  falls  naturally,  with 
the  reft  of  Europe,  into  the  gulph  of  France.     In 
the  mean  time,  let  us  fee  what  relief  a  little  truth 
can  give  this  unhappy  kingdom.    That  Portugal 
has  yet  no  more  than  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  they 
"may  thank  themfelves,  becaufe  they  came  fo  late 
into  the  treaty ;  and  that  they  came  fo  late,  they 
may  thank  the  whigs,  whofe  fafe  reprefentations 
they  were  fo  weak  as  to  believe.     However,  the 
Queen  has  voluntarily  given  them  a  guarentee  to 
defend  them  againft  Spain,  until  the  peace  fhall  be 
made  ;  and  fuch  terms  after  thepeac?  are  ftipulated 
for  them,  as  the  Portuguefe  themfelves  are  con* 
tented  with. 

Having  mentioned  the  Catalpnians,  he  puts  the 
queftion,  <^  Who  can  name  the  Catalonlang  with* 

out 
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otit  a  tear?" 'That  can  I ;  for  he  has  told  fo  many 
mclanchdly  ftories  without  one  fy liable  of  truth, 
that  he.  has  blunted  the  edge  of  rtiy  fears^  and  I 
fliall  not  be  ftartled  at  the  worft  he  can  fay.  What 
he  affirms,  concerning  the  Catalonians,  is  included 
in  the  following  particulars ;  firft,  that  they  were 
drawn  into  the  war  by  the  encouragement  of  the 
maritime  powers  ;  by  which  are  underftood  Sng- 
land  and  Holland :  but  he;  is  too  good  a  friend  of 
the  Dutch,  to  give  them  any  part  of  the  blame. 
Secondly,  that  they  are  now  abandoned  and  expofed 
to  the  refentment  of  an  enraged' jprince.  Thirdly, 
that  they  always  oppoied  theperfba  and  intcreftof 
that  prince,  who  is  their  prefent  king.  Laftly, 
that  the  doom  is  dreadful  of  thoie,  who  (hall,  in 
the  fight  of  God,  be  efteemed  their  deftroyers. 
And  if  we  Interpret  the  infinuation  he  m^es, 
according  to  his  own  mind,  the  deftruftion  of 
thofe  people  muft  be  imputed  to  the  prefent  mi- 
niilry. 

I  am  fometimes,  in  charity,  difpofed  to  hope, 
that  this  writer  is  not  always  fenfible  of  the  fla- 
grant falfhoods  he  utters,  but  is  either  biafled  by 
an  inclination  to  believe  the  worfV,  or  a  want  of 
judgement  to  choole  his  informers*  That  the 
Catalonians  were  drawn  into  the  war  by  the  en- 
couragement of  her  majefty,  fhould  not  in  decency 
have  been  affirmed,  until  about  fifty  years  hence  ;- 
\yhen  it  might  be  fuppofed  there  would  be  no  liv- 
ing witnefs  left  to  difprove  it.  It  was  only  upon 
the  aflbrances  of  a  revolt  given  by  the  prince  of 

Z  2  Heflc. 
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Heffe  and  others,  and  their  ki^Catioh,  lilat  th^ 
Qu£Ei)r  was  pitvaSed  with  to   fetfd   litir  fbrce» 
upon  that  e^pe^ition.    Wheh  Bai^rdoki^  xvm  tdken^ 
by  a  mofl  uuexf^£ted  accident  of  a  Ix^b  li|;kting 
on  the  magazine,  then  indeed  the  Catalohians  re- 
volted, having  before  fubmitted  and  fworn  alli^ 
ance  to  Philip,  as  much  as  any  other  province  df 
Spain.    Upon  the  peace  between  that  crown  and 
Britain,  the  Qujeten,  in  order  to  feafe  the  Empiefror, 
and^fave  his  troops,  ftipvils^fed  wit3i  king  Phifip 
for  a  neutrality  in  Italy,  and  that  his  ifnperiai  ma- 
jefty  fliould  have  liberty  to  evacuate  Catidonia;  tfpon 
conditicm  of  abfolute  indemnity  to  the  Catalans, 
with  an  entire  refiaxutibn  to  their  honours,  'dei- 
ties,  and  eftates.     As  this  neiftrality  wtis  nfever 
cbferved  by  the  Eft^ror,  ib  he  sever  e£[e£hially 
evacuated  Catalonia ;  for,  ^though  he  lent  away 
^the  main  body,  he  left  behii^  many  officers  and 
private  men,  who  now  ^Gpmt  up  and  «ffift  ifhofe 
obdinate  people  to  continue  in  their  rebellion.    It 
is  true  indeed  that  king  Philip  did  ftot  sabfolutely 
reftorethe  Catalans  to  all  their  old  privilegeft^  (^ 
which  they  never  made  other  isife  thtt  as  ftn  dtkcaO' 
ragement  to  rebel ;  but  admitted  thefn  to  tiie  £u&e 
privileges  with  his  fubjeds  of  Caftite,  particularly 
to  the  liberty  of  trading,  and  having  employments 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  whifeh  they  never  ^enjojred  be^ 
fore.    Beiides,  the  Qu££n  refeirved  to  herfelf  tbe 
5>ower  of  procuring  farther  imraunitiesi  for  thedif 
wherein  the  nioft  chriftian  king  was  obliged  to 
feccnd  her  :  for,  his  catholic  majefty  intended  no 

more 
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mom  t|ia(ti  ta  retrench  diofe>  privilegeSt  iin<br  the 
pretext  of  which  they  now  rebel,  as  they  had 
IbrcneEly  done  111  &Your  of  France.  Hidw  dread* 
§^  then  mufb  be  the  doom  of  thofey  wha  hmi 
dersd  theib  people  fropi  fubsnittiing  to.  nhe  ge&|lo 
termts  oSSasoi  them  by  their  prince  [  and  who,  aU 
tiwu^  they!  ho,  eonfcioua^  of  their  own  iuabilijby  to 
forniib  ont.  fingle  fljtip  ^or  the  fnpport  oi  the  Cat 
Ul«»9t  aro  at  (his  ioibat  Spurring  thienx  on  to 
^^  niin,  by  prpnivtiVs  of  aid  and  prote^iqn, ! 

ThuSi  much  ia  aofwer  toMr.  SteeleV aceouat  of 
the[  avails  of  Europe^  fro«o  which  he  deduces  tbe 
WjiKerfil  roonarchy  of  France,  and  the  danger  of 
I  know  not  how  many  popifli  fucceflbrs  to  Bujn 
tain.  His  politicajl  reflections  are  as  good  as  his 
fy£^.  ♦*  We  n>uft  obferve,,  fays  be,  that  ttle  p^rfon 
whoieems  to  be  ihe  mpft  favoured  by  th-e  FrenoH 
Ipijig  in  the  late  treaties,  is  the  dyke  of  Savoy.? 
Extremely  rigKt :  for,  whatever  tha*  prijnce  got 
b^  the  peacQ»  he  owes,  entirely  to  her  majefty,  as 
a  juft  reward  for  his  having  been  {0  (irm  aad  ufeful 
a9  ally;  neither  was  France  brought  with  more 
difficulty  to  yield  ^ny  o<ie  point*  than  that  of  allowt 
ing  th^  dulffi  fuch  a  b^priec  asr  the  Qu£9ic  infifled 
on. 

He  is  become  the  moft  powerful  prince  in  Italy. 
I  bad  rather  fee  him  fo  than  the  emperor.  He  is 
fuppofed  to  have  entered  into  a  fccret  and  ftri6l 
alliance  with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  ThU  is  one 
of  thofe  fafts  wherein  I  am  moft  inclined  to  be- 
lieve the  author^  beeaufe  it  is  what  he  muft  needs 

Z3  be 
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be  utterly  ignorant  of,  and  therefore  may  pofiibly 
be  true. 

I  thought  indeed  we  (hould  be  fafe  from  all  pon 
pi(h  fucccflbrs  as  for  as  Italy,  becaufe  of  the  pro^ 
digious  clutter  abotit  fending  the  pretender  thither. 
But  they  will  never  agree  where  to  fix  their  longi-^ 
tude.  The  duke  of  Savoy  is  the  more  dangerous 
for  removing  to  Sicily  i  he  adds  to  our  fears  for 
being  too  near.  So,  whether  France  conquer  Ger- 
•  many,  or  be  in  peace  and  good  undcrftanding  with 
it,  either  event  will  put  us  and  Holland  at  the 
mercy  of  France,  which  has  a  quiver  full  of  pre- 
teitders  at  its  back,  whenever  the  chevalier  (hall 
die. 

This  was  jufl:  the  logick  of  poor  prince  But- 
ler, a  fplenetic  mad-man,  whom  every  body  may' 
remember  about  the  town.  Prince  Pamphilio  in 
Italy,  employed  emiflarics  to  torment  prince  Butler 
here.  But  what  if  prince  Pamphilio  die  ?  Why 
then  he  had  left  in  his  will,  that  his  heirs  sind  exe- 
cutors torment  prince  Butler  for  ever. 

I  cannot  think  it  a  misfortune,  *  what  Mr.  Steele 
aflSrms,  that  treafonable  books  lately  difperfed 
among  us,  ftriking  apparently  at  the  Hanover  fuc- 
ceflion,  have  pafled  almoft  without  obfervation 
from  the  generality  of  the  people ;  becaufe  it  feems 
a  certain  fign,  that  the  generality  of  the  people  are 
well  difpofed  to  that  illuftrious  family :  but  I  look 
vpon  it  as  a  great  evil,  to  fee  feditious  books  dif- 

♦  This  (hould  be— « I  cannot  think  it  a  misfortune,  as  Mr.  Steele 
*?^W»i  ^?!'  ^Ph  ^''^y^  Mr.  Steele  affinns;  wWch  is  cot  grammar. " 


'    OF  THE- WHIGS.  343. 

perfed  among  us,  apparently  ilriking  at  the  Queen 
ifnd  her  adminiftration,  at  the  conftitution  in. 
church  and  ftate,  and  at  all  religion ;  yet  paffing; 
without  obfervation  from  the  generality  of  thofe  in 
power :  but  whether  this  remiffnefs  may  be  im- 
puted to  Whitehall,  or  Weftminfterhall,  is  other' 
mens  bufinefs  to  enquire.  Mr.  Steele  knows  xti 
his  confcience,  that  the  Queries  concerning  the 
Pretender,  iffued  from  one  of  his  own  party.  And 
as  for  the  poor  nonjuring^clergyman,  who  wa^ 
trufted  with  committing  to  the  prefs  a  late  book; 
on  the  fubje<a  of  hereditary  right,  by  a  ftram  of 
the  fummum  jus^  he  is  now,  as  I  am  told,  with 
half  a  fcore  children,  ftarving  and  rotting  among 
thieves  and  pickpockets,  in  the  common  room  of  a 
ftinking  jail  *.  I  have  never  feen  either  the  book 
or  the  publiftier;  however,  I  would  fain  alk  one 
iingle  perfon  +  in  the  world  a  queftion  ;  why  hi; 
has  fo  often  drank  the  abdicated  king's  health  upon 
his  knees  ?— But  the  tranfition  is  natural  and  fre- 
quent, and  I  (hall  not  trouble  him  for  an  anfwert 

It  is  the  hardeft  cafe  in  th^  world,  that  Mr. 
Steele  fliould  take  up  the  artificial  reports  of  his 
own  faftion,  and  then  put  them  ofF upon  the  world, 
as  additional  fears  of  a  popifh  fucceilbr.  I  can  af- 
fure  him,  that  no  good  fubjeft  of  the  Queen's, 
is  under  the  leaft  concern,  whether  the  pretender 
be  converted  or  not,  farther  than  their  wifhes  that 

*  Upon  hU  convidion,  he  was  committed  to  rhe  Maifiialfca ;  and  at: 
bis  fentence,  to  the  Queen's  Bench  for  three  yeara. 
+  Parker,  afccrwaidi  lord  chancellor. 

Z4  all 
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all  men  would  embrace  the  true  religion.  But  r^r 
porting  backwards  an4  forwards  upon  this  poipU| 
helps  to  keep  up  the  noifei  a^nd  is  a  l;opicl^#r 
Mr.  Steele  to  enlarge  himfelf  Vpoa,  by  (hcW4)g 
how  little  we  can  4epend  oq  fiich  ooaverfions,  hf 
coUefting  a  lift  of  poplfh  crupltiss,  and  repeiting 
after  himfelf  and  the  bifhop  of  Sarupi,  the  d^tisi 
eife£ls  likely  to  follow  upon  the  return  of  tb^  fit- 
perftitiou  among  us. 

But,  as  this  writer  is  feported  by  thafe  who 
know  him,  to  be  what  the  French  call  j^ttmalhr^ 
his  fear  and  courage  operating  according  to  the 
weather  in  our  uncertain  climate ;  I  am  apt  (p  hs^ 
lieye  the  two  laft  pages  of  his  Criiis,  were  writteu 
on  a  fun-(hine  day.     This  I  gucfs  from  the  general 
tenor  of  them,  and  particularly  from  an  uiiwaiy 
aflertion,  which,  if  he  believes  as  fini^ly  as  I  4o« 
will  at  once  overthrow  ^11  his  foreign  and  c]on)eftiG 
fears  of  a  popifh  fucceilbr.  *<^s  divided  a  people  aa 
wc  are,  thofc  who  ftand  for  the  Houf?  of  Ip^n^yw^ 
are  infinitely  fuperior  in  number,  wealth,  coirt^fn 
and  all  arts  military  and  civil,  to  thofe  in  thp  con* 
trary  intereft ;  befide  which,  we  have  (he  laws,  \ 
fay,  the  laws  on  our  fide.    The  laws,  I  fay,  the 
laws"     This  elegant  repetition  is,  I  think,  a  litdc 
out  of  place  ;  for  the  ftrefs  n^ight  better  have  been 
laid  upon  fo  great  a  majority  of  the  nation ;  with* 
out  which,  I  doubt  the  laws  would  be  of  little 
weight,  although  they  be  very  good  additional  Ic- 
curities.     And  if  what  he  here  afferts  be  true,  as  it 
certainly  is,  although  he  aflert  it  (for  I  allow  cvei^ 

the 
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thp  g^ajority  pf  bU  own  party  to  bf  agj^oft  th« 
pfeteo4er)  th^^re  can  be  no  danger  of  a  popifli 
lypQ^r*  except  i[om  the  unreafanable  joo^loiifies 
of  the  beft  smong  ^t  party,  and  from  the  malice, 
tb«  avarice^  or  ambition  of  the  worft;  without 
wiusb,  Qiieida  would  be  sd)le  to  defend  her  fuc* 
ceflioo,  againft  all  her  enexxu^,  both  at  home  and 
tbfoad*  Moft  i^  the  dangers  ftrom  abroad,  which 
he  enumerates  ae  tl^e  cpn(e(juenees  af  this  very 
|)Sd  P94ce  made  by  the  Qubev,  and  approved  by 
pajFl^ameat,  i^uft  have  f^biiftedAKider  ^t\y  peace  at 
gU ;  u|ilef$i  among  other  prcgeAs  equally  feafible^ 
W^  tmXd  have  ftipulated  tp  cuf  the  threats  pf  eveiy 
pofn0i  relation  to  the  royal  family, 

Mf^ell,  by  this  author's  own  confeflion,  a  tmm- 
bcF  uifinitely  fuperior,  and  the  beft  ciroumikntiete^ 
iniaginable,  are  for  the  fi)Cpeffion  in  the  Houfe  of 
fianoyer.  This  fucceffion  19  eftablilhedy  eanfirmr 
fdy  and  iecuced  by  feveral  laws  t  her  majefty^s  re- 
f(S9ifd  decorations^  and  the  oaths  of  all  her  fub* 
jeil$9  engage  both  her  and  thei|i  to  preferve  what 
fhtffe  Uw§  have  fettled.  This  is  a  fecurity  in* 
^eedf  I  fecurity  adequate  at  leaft  to  the  Impcrtaftce 
pf  the  tiling ;  and  ye^,  according  to  the  whig-. 
^cheaie»  as  delivered  tq  us  by  Mr.  Steele  and  his 
f  oadj^l&ors^  is  altogether  infufficient  1  and  the  fucr^ 
pedion  will  be  defeated,  the  pretender  brought  in, 
^iid  popery  eftabliihed  among  us,  without  the  ^sir- 
l|i)er  afliftance  of  (his  writer  and  his  fadion. 

And  what  fecurities  have  our  adverfaries  fubfti- 
tuted  in  the  place  of  thefe  ?     A  club  of  politicians, 

where. 
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where  Jenny  Man  prefides  ;  a  Crifis  written  by  Mr* 
Steele ;  a  confederacy  of  knavifli  ftock-jobbers  to 
ruin  credit ;  a  report  of  the  Queen*s  death ;  an 
effigies  of  the  pretender  run  twice  through  the  body 
by  a  valiant  peer ;  a  fpeech  by  the  author  of  the 
Criiis;  and,  to  fum  up  all,  an  unlimited  freedom 
of  reviling  her  majefty ,  and  thofe  flic  employs. 

I  have  now  finiflied  the  moft  difguftfiil  talk  that 
ever  I  undertook,  I  could  with  more  eafe  have  writ- 
ten three  dull  pamphlets,  than  remarked  upon  the 
falflnxxls  and  abfurdities  of  one;  But  I  was  quite 
confounded  laft  Wcdnefday,  when  the  printer 
came  with  another  pamphlet  in  his  hand,  written 
by  the  fame  author,  and  entitled,  "TheEnglifliman, 
Wmg  the  clofe  of  the  paper  fo  called,"  6cc.  He^ 
deiirtd  I  would  read  it  over,  and  confider  it  in  a 
paper  by  itfelf ;  which  laft  I  abfolutely  refufed. 
Upon  perufal,  I  found  it  chiefly  an  inveftive  againft 
Toby,  the  miniftry,  the  Examiner,  the  clergy, 
the  Queen,  and  the  Poft-boy ;  yet,  at  the  fame 
time,  with  great  juftice  exclaiming  againft  thofe, 
who  prefumed  to  offer  the  leaft  word  againft  the 
heads  of  that^faftion,  whom  her  majefty  difcarded. 
The  author  likewife  propofes  an  equal  divifion 
of  favour  and  employments,  between  the  whiga 
and  tories ;  for,  if  the  former  can  have  no  part 
or  portion  *  in  David,  they  defire  no  longer  to  be 
his  fubje£ks.  He  infifts,  that  her  majefty  has  ex- 
a6^1y  followed  Monfieur  Tughe's  memorial  againft 

*  What  ponioD  have  we  in  David  ? 

the 
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the  dem6lifliing  of  Dunkirk  ♦,    He  rcfieAs  'wkh 
grezt  fytxsfyiGdon  on  the  good  already  dcme.  to»iua 
country  by  the  Crifia.  :  Nm  nobis j\  domhCf  non 
n€Si\  (dV.-r-^He  ^vea  us  lu^  that  he  MifiU  leavei 
off  writing,  and  confult  his  own  quiet  aad  happi-; 
nef&;i  and  concludcB  with  a  letter  to  a^  friend  -at 
court.  I  fupp^fe,  by  the  ftylfi  of  "  old  friend,?*  and^ 
the  like,  it  muft  be  fome  body  there  of  his  own- 
level  ;  among  .whom  his  party  have  indeed  xnore^ 
friends  than  I  could  wifh.    In  this  letter  he  aflerts^ 
that  the  prefent  minifters  were  not  educated  in  the; 
church  of  England,   but  are  new.  converts  from- 
preibytery.     Upon  which  I  can  only  reflet):,  how 
blind  the  malice  of  that  man  muft  be,  whoinvents^ 
a  grgundlefs  lie  in  order  to  defjune  his  fuperiors^ 
which  would  be  no  difgrace  if  it  had  been  a  truth- 
And  he  concludes  with  making  three  demands,  for 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  himfelf,  and  other  malcontents* 
Firft,  the  demolition  of  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk* 
Secondly,  that  Great  Britain  and  France  would 
heartily  join  againft  the  exorbitant  power  of  the 
duke  of  Lorrain^  and  force  the  pretender*  from  his 
afylum  at  Bar  le  Due,     Laftly,  that  his  eleftoral 
highnefs  of  Hanover,  would  be  fb  grateful  to  (igni- 
fy  to  all  the  world  the  perfeft  good  underftanding 
he  has  with  the  court  of  England,  in  as   plain 
terms,  as  her  majefty  was  pleafed  to  declare  fhe 
had  with  that  houfe,  on  her  part. 

*  •«  Tughc  was  deputed  by  the  magiftrates  of  Dunlcirk  to  intercede 
«•  with  the  Queen,  that  (he  would  recall  part  of  her  fentence  conccrn- 
•*  ing  Dunkirk,  by  cau/lng  her  thunderbolts  to  fall  only  on  the  mar- 
*•  lial  works,  and  to  fpnrc  the  moles  and  dykes,  which  in  ihcir  caked 
♦♦  cootiuioo  could  be  no  more  ihanobjcfts  of  pity.** 
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As  to  tlie  fad  o£  th^fb  demands^  I  will  ventUM 
to  iindertake  it  'fhall  h&,  gvanted ;  Imt  tliecvMrt 
Sceek,  )Emd  h»  bioehw  mal^contents,  m\x0i  jm* 
niie  to  believe  the  tiling  is  done^  after  thofQesK* 
pkgmf  iMve  iqade  theiii  report;  or  ^&  briag 
imiciiers  to  difproye  it*  Upon  t^e  feoond  ;  I  aoh 
iMftGlb  whetkef  her  majefty  wi|t  engqge^  in  a  war 
^againft  the  duke  of  Lorraifi,  to  ftvce  him  to  m^ 
move  the  prptendbr  j  lifut*  1  betieve,  \£  the  parish 
qieut  fliouid  think  it  nece0ary  to  addrtfs^  upon  foch 
an  occafioa,  the  Qv&sk  wiUb  move  that  pnace  la 
£md  him  away.  Hi&  laft  deipaad^  offered  undei 
tbetitle  Qif  a  wifli,  is  of  £>  infobQt  ai>4  feditioti^ 
a  ikain,  that  I  care  not  to  touch  it.  Vkro  he  di- 
XfiSdy  charts  her  majefty  ^vith  delivenng  »  fiy^ 
hood  ta  her  parliament  from  the  throne ;  and  db» 
chfQS  he  will  not  b/slieve  her^  until  the  eleflor  of 
Hanover  himfelf  flialt  vouch  for  the  truth  of  what 
(he  haalb  foleomly  a^rmed 

I  agree  with  this  writer,  that  it  i»  an  idle  thing 
in  hilsr  antagonifta  to  trouble  themfelves  upon  the 
articles  of  his  hirtb,  education,  or  fortune ;  h§ 
whoever  writes  at  this  rate  of  his  fbvereign,  to 
whoQi  he:  owes  (b  many  perfonal  obligations,  I 
(hould  never  enquire  whether  he  be  a  gentlemaa 
\mth  but  whether  he  be  a  human  creature^ 
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PREFACE.. 

I  Cannot  fufficiently  admire  the  induftry  of  a  fort 
of  men,  wholly  out  of  favour  with  the  prince 
and  people,  and  openly  profeffing  a  feparate  intereft 
from  the  bulk  of  the  landed  men,  who  yet  are  able 
to  r^fe  at  this  juncture  fo  great  a  clamour  againfi: 
a  peace,  without  offering  one  iingle  reafon,  but 
what  we  find  in  their  ballads.  I  lay  it  down  for 
a  maxim,  that  no  reafonable  man,  whether  whig 
or  tory,  (fince  it  is  neceflary  to  ufe  thofe  fooliih 
terms)  can  be  of  opinion  for  continuing  the  war 
upon  the  footing  it  now  is,  unlefs  he  be  a  gainer 
by  it,  or  hopes  it  may  occafion  fbme  new  turn  of 
affairs  at  home,  to  the  advantage  of  his  party ;  or, 
laftly,  unlefs  he  be  very  ignorant  of  the  kingdom's 
condition,  and  by  what  means  we  have  been  re- 
duced to  it.  Upon  the  two  firft  cafes,  where  in- 
tereft  is  concerned,  I  have  nothing  to  fay  :  but,  as 
to  the  laft,  I  think  it  highly  neceflary,  that  the 
public  (hould  be  freely  and  impartially  told,  what 
circumftances  they  are  in,  after  what  manner  they 
have  been  treated  by  thofe,  whom  they  trufted  (b 
many  years  with  the  difpofal  of  their  blood  and 
treafure,  and  what  the  confequences  of  this  ma- 
nagement are  likely  to  be,  upon  themfelves,  and 
their  pofterity. 

Thofe,  who,  either  by  writing  or  difcourfe.  have 
undertaken  to  defend  the  procedings  of  the  late 

miniftry 
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miniftry  in  the  management  of  the  war,  and  of 
-the  treaty  at  Gertruydenburgh,  have  fpent  time  in 
celebrating  the  condufl:  and  valour  of  our  lea-  ; 
ders  and  their  troops,  in  fumming  up  the  viAories 
they  have  gained,  and  the  towns  thgr  have  taken. 
Theft  Ihey  tftll  tls,  what  high  articles  wferc  iftflfted 
Oft  by  olir  /hiniftef  s,  and  thofe  of  the  confedetatfeS, 
And  What  padhs  both  t^ere  at  in  perfnading  FranCft 
16  vitttpt  thAtft.  But  nothing  of  this  can  givft 
the  Icaft  fatisfaftion  to  the  jirfl  c6mplainti  d: 
fhe  kingdom.  As  t6  th6  war,  our  grivattces  ard, 
that  &  greater  Idad  has  been  laid  on  us  thaA 
Wis  eithdr  juft  or  heceffary,  or  than  we  have  beeii 
lible  to  beat;  that  the  groffeft  impofitlofis  have 
htttti  fubmittcd  to,  for  fhe  advancenient  of  pri- 
vate Wealth  and  power,  or,  in  ordet  to  forward 
the  more  dangerous  defignsl  of  d  fa^ion,  to 
both  which  a  peace  would  hslve  put  aft  end  ;  and 
that  the  part  of  the  wai*  which  Wa«  chiefly  our 
province,  which  would  have  befttt  ffioft  beneficial 
to  u^,  and  deftruftive  t6  the  eflemy,  was  wholly 
l^cglc^ed.  As  to  a  peace,  we  complain  of  beiiig 
deluded  by  a  mock-treaty ;  in  which,  thofe  who 
negotiated  took  care  too  fnake  fuch  deniands,  as 
they  knew  were  impoffible  to  be  complied  vnth ; 
and  therefore  might  fcCurely  prefs  every  article  as 
if  they  were  in  carneft, 

Thefe  ate  fome  of  the  points  1  defigh  td  treat  of 
in  the  following  difcourfe ;  with  fcveral  others^ 
which  *  I  thought  it  neceffary  at  this  time  for  the 

*  *  Which  I  thought,  &c«*    This  fcDteace  is  bdU  in  the  ca^tefoo. 
And  badly  arranged. .  It  Ihould  run  that— of  ithicb  I  tfaM|{te  if 

Decedary  at  this  time  tfjat  the  klogdocn  ihould  be  informed* 

■^      •    5  long- 
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kingdom  to  be  informed  of.  I  think  I  am  not 
miftaken  in  thofe  fads  I  mention  ;  at  leaft  not  in 
any  circumftance  fo  material,  as  to  weaken  the 
confequences  I  draw  from  them. 

After  ten  years  war  with  perpetual  fuccefs,  to 
tell  us  it  is  yet  impoffible  to  have  a  good  peace,  is 
very  fqrprizing,  and  feems  different  from  what 
has  ever  happened  in  the  world  before,  that  a  man 
of  any  party,  may  be  *  allowed  fufpefting,  that 
we  have  been  either  ill  ufed,  or  have  not  made  the 
moft  of  our  viftories,  and  might  therefore  defire  to 
know  where  the  difficulty  lay.  Then  it  is  natural 
to  enquire  into  our  prefent  condition ;  how  long 
we  fhall  be  able  to  go  on  at  this  rate  :  what  the 
confequences  may  be  upon  the  prefent  and  future 
ages ;  and  whether  a  peace,  without  that  imprac* 
ticable  point  which  Ibme  people  do  fo  much  infift 
on,  be  really  ruinous  in  itfelf,  or  equally  fo,  with 
the  continuance  of  the  war. 


*  *  May  be  allowed  fufpedbg  is  ungrammsitical,  it  Ihould  bc^^nof 
be  allowed  t$  rufpe^'&c. 
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TH  E  motives  that  may  engage  a  wife  prinoe* 
or  ftate  in  war,  I  take  to  be  one  or  more  of 
thefe:   either  to  check  tTie  overgrown  power  of 
Ibme  ambitious  neighbour ;  to  recover  what  has 
Ijeen  unjuftl;'-  taken  from  them;  to  revenge  fome 
injury  they  have  received,  which  all  political  ca- 
fuifts  allow;  to  affift  fome  ally  in  a  juft  quarrel; 
or,   laftly,    to  defend  therafelves  when  they  arc 
invaded.    In  all  thefe  cafes,  the  writers  upon  poli- 
ticks admit  a  war  to  be  juftly  undertaken.  The  laft 
is,  what hasbeenufually called />r^?  aris  ctfocis\  where 
no  expence  or  endeavour  can  be  too  great,  becaufe 
all  we  have  is  at  ftake,  and  confequently  our  ut- 
moft  force  to  be  exerted  ;  and  the  difpute  is  fbou 
determined,  either  in  fafety,  or  utter  deftruftion. 
But  ill  the  other  four,  I  believe  it  will  be  found, 
that  no  monarch  or  commonwealth  did  ever  en- 
gage beyond  a  certain  degree  ;  never  proceeding  lo 
far  as  to  exhaull  the  ftrengtii  and  fubAanceof  rhtrir 

country 
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country  by  anticipations  and  loans,  which,  in  a  few 
years,  muft  put  them  in  a  worfe  condition  than  any 
they  could  reafonably  apprehend  from  thofe  evils, 
for  the  preventing  of  which  they  firft  entered  into 
the  war ;  becaufe  this  would  be  to  run  into  real 
infallible  ruin,  only  in  hopes  to  remove  what  might, 
perhaps,  but  appear  fo,  by  a  probable  fpeculation. 

And  as  a  war  fliould  be  undertaken  upon  a  juft 
and  prudent  motive,  fo  it  is  ftill  more  obvious,  that 
a  prince  ought  maturely  to  confider  the  condition  he 
is  in,  when  he  enters  on  it ;  whether  his  coffers  be 
full,  his  revenues  clear  of  debts,  his  people  numerous 
and  rich  by  a  long  peace  and  free  trade,  not  over- 
prefled  with  many  burdenfome  taxes ;  no  violent 
faction  ready  to  difpute  his  juft  prerogative,  and 
thereby  weaken  his  authority  at  home,  and  leflen 
his  reputation  abroad.  For,  if  thecontrairy  of  all 
this  happen  to  be  his  cafe,  he  will  hardly  be  per- 
fuaded  to  difturb  the  world's  quiet  and  his  own 
while  there  is  any  other  yay  left  of  preferving  the 
latter,  with  honour  and  fafety. 

Suppofing  the  war  to  have  commenced  upon  a 
juft  motive ;  the  next  thing  to  be  confidered,  is, 
when  a  prince  ought  in  prudence  to  receive  the 
overtures  of  a  peace ;  which  I  take  to  be,  either 
when  the  enemy  is  ready  to  yield  the  point  origi- 
nally contended  for  ;  or  when  contending  any  lon- 
ger, although  with  probability  of  gaining  that 
point  at  laft,  would  put  fuch  a  prince  and  his  peo- 
ple, in  a  w^orfe  condition  than  the  prefent  iofs  of 
it.     All  which  confiderations,  are  of  much^reater 
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force,  where  a  war  is  managed  by  an  alliance  of 
many  confederates,  which,  in  a  variety  of  interefts 
^mong  the  fcveral  parties,  is  liable  to  fo  many  un- 
forefeen  accidents. 

In  a  confederate  war,  it  ought  to  be  confidered 
which  party  has  the  deepeft  fharc  in  the  quarrel : 
for  although  each  may  have  their  particular  rea- 
fons,  yet  one  or  two  among  them  will  probably 
be  more  concerned  than  the  reft,  and  therefore 
ought  to  bear  the  greatcft  part  of  the  burden,  in 
proportion  to  their  ftrength*     For  example :  two 
princes  may  be  competitors  for  a  kingdom  ;  and  it 
will  be  your  interell:  to  take  the  part  of  him,  who 
will  probably  allow  you  good  conditions  of  trade^ 
jaracr  than  of  the  other,  who  poffibly  may  not. 
.•liowever,  that  prince,  whofe  caufe  you  efpoufe, 
^  although  *  never  fo  vigoroufly,  is  the  principal  in 
that  war,  and  you,  properly  fpcaking,  are  but  a 
fecond.     Or  a  commonwealth  may  lie  in  dangef 
to  be  overrun  by  a  powerful  neighbour,  which,  in 
time,  may  produce  very  bad  confcquences  upon 
your  trade  and  liberty  :  it  is  therefore  neceflary,  as 
well  33  prudent,  to  lend  them  affiftances  and  help 
them  to  win  a  ftrong  fecure  frontier ;  but,  as  they 
muft,  in  courfe,  be  the  firft  and  greateft  fufferers, 
fo  in  juftice,    they   ought   to  bear  the  greatcft 

*  This  phrafe,  in  wliicli  the  word,  rnvcr^  is  improperly  ufed  in- 
fl^ad  ot,  ev^j  hfts  been  adopted  by  moft  writers ;  to  ibew  it*i  ab- 
furdity  it  «/iil  be  only  neceiliiry  to  eximine  how  the  fame  thing  is 
exprefled  in  a  different  mode,  |  as  thus— how^vrr  vigoroufly--- how 
vigoroufly  fo^fvr.  How  i^onftroiii  would  it  appear  to  ifc; ,  how  aevtr 
vigaroufly  i  how  vigorvufly  lb  never ! 
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weight  If  a  houfe  be  on  fire,  it  behoves  all  In  the 
neighbourhood  to  run  with  buckets  to  quench  it ; 
but  the  owner  is  fure  to  be  undone  firft :  and  it  is 
not  impoflible,  that  thofe  at  next  door  may  elcape 
by  a  (hower  from  heaven,  or  the  ftiUnefs  of  the 
weather,  or  fome  other  favourable  accident. 

But,  if  any  ally,  who  is  not  fo  immediately  con- 
cerned in  the  good  or  ill  fortune  of  the  war,  be  fo 
generous  as  to  contribute  more  than  the  principal 
party,  and  even  more  in  proportion  to  his  abilities', 
he  ought  at  leaft  to  have  his  (hare  in  what  is  con- 
quered from  the  enemy ;  or,  if  his  romantic  dif- 
pofition  tranfport  him  fo  far,  as  to  expeft  little  or^ 
nothing  from  this,  he  might  however  hope,  tfcat      -^ 
the  principals  would  make  it  up  in  dignity  andT^- 
refpeft  ;  and  he  would  furely  think  it  monftrous   . .  * 
to  find  them  intermeddling  in  his  domeftic  affairs,- 
prefcribing  what  fervants   he  fhould  keep,  or  dif- 
mifs,  prelfing  him  perpetually  with  the  moft  un- 
reafbnable  demands,  and  at  every  turn  threatening 
to  break  the  alliance,  if  he  will  not  comply. 

From  thefe  reflecflions  upoii  war  in  general,  I 
defcend  to  confidcr  thofe  wars  wherein  England 
has  been  engaged  fince  the  Conqueft;.  In  the  ci- 
vil wars  of  the  Barons,  as  well  as  thofe  betvveen 
the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter,  great  deftruc- 
tion  was  made  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  ;  new  fa- 
milies raifed, ,  and  old  ones  extinguifhed  ;  but  the 
money  fpent  on  both  fides,  was  employed  and 
circulated  at  home}  no  public  debts  contrad^ed; 
and  a  very  few  yeara.af  p^ace  quickly  iA:t  all  right 
ag.n. 
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The  like  may  be  affirmed  even  of  tbat  t;Hinatu« 
ral  rebellion  againft  king  Charles  I.  The  ufurpers 
maintained  great  armies  in  cx>nftant  pay,  had  al- 
moft  continual  war  with  Spain  or  Holland  ;  but, 
managing  it  by .  their  fleets,  they  increafed  very 
much  the  riches  of  the  kingdom,  inftead  of  ex- 
haufting  them. 

Our  foreign  wars  were  generally  againft  Scot* 
land,  or  France;  the  firft,   being  in  this  ifland, 
carried  no  money  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  were 
feldom  of  long  continuance.    During  our  firft  wars 
with  France,  we  poffeffed  great  dominions  in  that 
country,  where  we  preferved  fome  footing  till  the 
reign  of  queen  Mary ;  and  although  fome  of  our 
-rlater   princes    made    very   chargeable  •  expeditions 
thither,  a  fubfidy  and  two  or  three  fifteenths  clear- 
ed all  the  debt.     Befides,  our  viftories  were  then  of 
fome  ufe  as  w^ell  as  glory  ;  for  we  were  fo  prudent 
as  to  fight,  and  fo  happy  as  to  conquer,  only  for 
ourfelves. 

The  Dutch  wars  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  11. 
although  begun  and  carried  on  under  a  verjT  cor- 
rupt admin  iftration,  and  much  to  the  diflionour 
of  the  crown,  did  indeed  keep  the  king  needy 
and  poor,  by  difcontinuing  or  difcontenting  his 
parliament,  when  he  moft  needed  their  afliftance  ; 
but  neither  left  any  debt  upon  the  nation,  nor  car- 
ried any  money  out  of  it. 

At  the  Revolution,  a  general  war  broke  out  in 
Europe,  wherein  many  princes  joined  in  alliance 
agr.inft  France,  to  check  tlie  ambitious  defigns  of 

that 
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that  monarch  ;  and  here  the  Emperor,  tlie  Dutch, 
and  England,  were  principals.     About  this  lime, 
the  cuftom  firft  began  among  us,   of  borrowing 
inillionB  upon  funds  of  intcrcft.     It  was  pretended, 
that  the  war  could  not  poffibly  laft  above  one  or 
two  campaigns;    and  that  the  debts   contraAed 
might  be  eafily  paid  hi  a  few  years  by  a  gentle 
tax,  without  burdening  the  fubjeft.     But  the  true 
reafon  for  embracing  this  expedient,  was,  the  fe* 
curity  of  a  new  prince,  not  firmly  fettled  on  the 
throne.    People  were  tempted  to  lend,  by  great 
premiums  and   large  intereft;  and  it  concerned 
them  nearly  to  preferve  that  government,  which 
they  had  trailed  with  their  money.     The  perfon  • 
faid  to  have  been  author  of  fo  deteftable  a  projeftj 
lived  to  fee  fome  of  its  fatal  coftfequences,  where- 
of his  grandchildren  will  not  fee  an  end.     And 
this  pernicious  couufel  clofed  very  well  with  the 
pofturc  of  affairs  at  that  time :  for  a  fet  of  upftarts, 
who  had  little  or  no  -part  in  the  Revolution,  but 
valued  themfclves  upon  their  noife  and  pretended 
zeal  when  the  work  was  over,  were  got  into  credit 
at  court,  by  the  merit  of  becoming  undertakers 
and  projeftors  of  loans  and  funds  :  thefe,  finding 
that  the  gentlemen  of  eftates  were  not  willing  to 
come  into  *their  meafures,    fell  upon  thofe  new 
fchemes   of  raifing   money,   in  order  to  create  a 
monied  intereft,  that  might  in   time  vie  with  the 
landed,  and  of  which  they  hoped  to  be   at  the 
head. 

*  Dr.  Burnet  Bi(bop  of  Sarum. 

A  a  4  The 
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The  ground  of  the  firft  war  for  ten  years  after 
the  Revolution,  as  to  the  part  we  had  in  it,  was 
to  make  France  acknowledge  the  late  king,  and  to 
recover  Hudlbn's  Bay.  But  during  that  whole 
war  the  fea  was  almoft  entirely  negledled,  and  the 
greateft  part  of  fix  millions  annually  employed  to 
enlarge  the  frontier  of  the  Dutch ;  for  the  king 
was  a  general,  but  not  an  admiral ;  and  although 
king  of  England,  was  a  native  of  Holland. 

After  ten  years  fighting  to  little  purpofe,  after 
the  lofs  of  above  a  hundred  thoufand  men,  and  1 
debt  remaining  of  twenty  millions,  we  at  length 
hearkened  to  the  terms  of  peace,  which  was  con- 
cluded with  great  advantages  to  the  empire  and 
Holland,  but  not  at  all  to  us ;  and  clogged  foon 
after  with  the  famous  treaty  of  partition,  by  which 
Naples,  Sicily,  and  Lorrain,  were  to  be  added  to 
the  French  dominions ;  or,  if  that  crown  fhould 
think  fit  to  fet  afide  the  treaty,  upon  the  Spaniards 
refufing  to  accept  it,  as  they  declared  they  would 
to  the  feveral  parties  at  the  very  time  of  tranladl- 
ing  it,  then  the  French  would  have  pretenlions  to 
the  whole  monarchy.  And  fo  it  proved  in  the 
event ;  for  the  late  king  of  Spain,  reckoning  it  an 
indignity  to  have  his  territories  cantoned  out  into 
parcels  by  other  princes,  during  his  own  Hfe,  and 
without  his  confent,  rather  chofe  to  bequeath  the 
monarchy  entire  to  a  younger  Ton  of  France  ;  and 
this  prince  was  acknowledged  for  king  of  Spain, 
.hoth  by  us  and  Holland. 

It 
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It  muft  be  granted,  that  the  counfels  of  entering 
into  this  war,  were  violently  oppofed  by  the  church- 

.  i>arty,  who  firft  advifed  the  late  king  to  acknow- 
ledge the  duke  of  Anjou ;  and  particularly  it  is 
affirmed,  that  a  certain  great  perfon  *,  who  was 
then  in  the  church  intereft,  told  the  king  in  No- 
veniber,  1701,  that  fince  his  majefty  was  deter- 
mined to  engage  in  a  war  fo  contrary  to  his  pri- 
vate opinion,  he  could  ferve  him  no  longer,  and 
accordingly  gave  up  his  employment ;  although  he 

^  happened  afterwards  to  change  his  mind,  whea 
he  was  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  f reafury,  and  have 
the  fole  management  of  affairs  at  home,  while  thole 
abroad  were  to  be  in  the  hands  of  one  +,  whofe 
advantage,  by  all  forts  of  ties,  he  was  engaged  to 
.  promote. 

The  declarations  of  war  againft  France  and 
Spain,  made  by  us  and  Holland,  are  dated  within 
a  few  days  of  each  other.  In  that  publiflied  by 
the  States,  they  fay  very  trujy,  that  they  are 
neareft  and  moft  expofed  to  tne  fire ;  that  they 
are  blocked  up  on  all  fides,  and  actually  attacked 
by  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain  ;  that' their  de- 
claration is  the  effeft  of  an  urging  and  prefling  ne- 
ccflity ;  with  other  expreifions  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  They  defire  the  afliftance  of  all  khigs  and  . 
princes,  &c.  The  grounds  of  their  quarrel  with  ■ 
France,  are  fuch  as  only  affcft  themlelves,  or  at 
leaft  more  immediately  than  any  other  prince  or 
ilate ;  fuch  as,   the  French  refufing  to  grant  the 

*  Earl  of  GoJolphin.  f  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Tariff 
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Tariff  promiied  by  the  treaty  of  Ryfwlck;  tbe 
loading  of  the  Dutch  inhabitants  fettled  in  Francei 
with  exceffive  duties,  contrary  to  the  faid  treaty; 
tl)e  violation  of  the  Partition  Treaty  by  the  French 
accepting  the  king  of  Spain's  will,  and  threatenuf 
the  States  if  they  would  not  comply ;  the  feiziff 
of  the  Spanifli  Netherlands  by  the  French  troopt» 
and  turnmg  out  the  Dutch,  who,  by  permiffioii 
of  the  late  king  of  Spain,  were  in  garrifon  there; 
by  which  means  that  republick  was  deprived  of  hft 
barrier,  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  Partition,  where 
it  was  particularly  ftipulated,  that  the  Spanifli  Ne- 
therlands fliould  be  left  to  the  archduke.  Thqr 
alledged,  that  the  French  king  governed  Flanders 
ns  his  own,  although  under  the  name  of  his  grand- 
fon,  and  fent  great  numbers  of  troops  thither  to 
fright  them ;  that  he  had  feized  the  city  and  cita- 
del of  Liege ;  had  poffefled  himfelf  of  ieveral  places 
in  the  archbiflioprick  of  Cologne,  and  maintained 
troops  in  the  country  of  Wolfenbuttle,  in  order 
to  block  up  the  Dutch  on  all  (ides ;  and  caufed  his 
refident  to  give  in  a  memorial,  wherein  he  threat- 
ened the  States  to  a£t  againft  them,  if  they  re- 
ftifed  complying  with  the  contents  of  that  memo^ 
rial. 

The  Queen's  declaration  of  war  is  grounded 
upon  the  grand  alliance,  as  this  was  upon  the  un- 
juft  ufurpations  and  encroachments  of  the  French 
king;  whereof  the  inftances  produced  are,  his 
keeping  in  poffeflion  a  great  part  of  the  Spanifh 
dominions,  feizing  Milan  and  the  Spanifh  Low- 
countries, 
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ifccyuntrieSy  making  faimfelf  mafter  of  Cziity  &c. 

^And  inftead  of  giving  fatisfaftioti  in  thefe  points, 

:  bis  putting  an  indignity  and  affront  on  her  majef- 

"tjr  and  kingdoms  by  declaring  the  pretended  prince 

\  of  Wales  king  of  England,  &c.     Which  laft  was 

^  the  only  perfbnal  quarrel  we  had  in  the  war ;  and 

^  even  this  was  politively  denied  by  France,  that 

^  king  being  willing  to  acknowledge  her  m^efty. 

-      I  think  it  plainly  appears  by  both  declarations, 

I  ihat  England  oug^t  no  more  to  have  been  a  princi- 

t  pal  in  this  war  than  Pruflia,  or  any  other  power, 

r  who  came  afterwards  into  that  alliance.     Holland 

was  firfl:  in  danger,  the  French  troops  being  at 

that  time  juft  at  the  gates  of  Nimeguen.    But  the 

complaints  made  in  our  declaration,  do  all,  except 

the  laft,  as  much,  or  more  concern  almoft  every 

prince  in  Europe. 

For,  among  the  feveral  parties,  who  came  firft 
or  laft  into  this  confederacy,  there  were  few  *  but 
who,  in  proportion,  had  more  to  get  or  to  lofe,  to 
hope  or  to  fear,  from  the  good  or  ill  fuccef&  of 
this  war,  than  we.  The  Dutch  took  up  arms  to 
defend  themfelves  from  immediate  ruin ;  and  by  a 
fuccefsful  war,  they  propofed  to  have  a  large  ex- 
tent of  country,  and  a  better  frontier  againft  France. 
The  emperor  hoped  to  recover  the  monarchy  of 
Spain,  or  fome  part  of  it,  for  his  younger  fon, 
chiefly  at  the  expence  of  us  and  Holland.    The 

*  *  There  were  few  ^ut  who^  fffr.— 'This  is  a  bad  mode  of  pbrafeo- 
logy,  and  (hould  be  changed  to  the  following  —  *  there  were  few 
whO|  in  proportion,  hud  not  more  to  get  or  to  lofe,  &c«* 

king 
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king  of  Portugal  had  received  intelligence,  diH 
Philip  defigned  to  renew  the  old  pretenfions 
Spain  upon  that  kingdom,  which  is  furrounded  1 
the  other  on  all  (ides,  except  towards  the  fea  ;  and! 
could  therefore    only  be  defended   by  maritimel 
powers.     This,  with  the  advantageous  terms  cSr] 
fered  by  king  Charles,  as  well  as  by  us,  prevail* i 
cd  with  that  prince  to  enter  into  the  alliance.   Th« 
duke  of  Savoy's  temptations  and  fears  were  yet 
greater :  the  main  charge  of  the  war  on  that  fide^ 
was  to  be  fupplied  by  England,  and  the  profit  loj 
redound  to  him.   In  cafe  Milan  (hould  be  conqoer-j 
ed,  it  was  ftipulated,  that  his  highnefs  fhould  have; 
the  duchy  of  Montferrat  belonging  to  the  duke^ 
of  Mantua,  the  provinces  of  Alexandria  and  Va-^ 
lencia  and  Lomeliino,  with  other  lands  between 
the  Po  and  the  Tanaro,  together  with  the  Vigeve- 
nafco,  or  in  lieu  of  it  an  equivalent  out  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Novara,  adjoining  to  his  own  ftate ;  be- 
fide  whatever  elfe  could  be  taken  from  France  on 
that  fide  by  the  confederate  forces.     Then  he  was 
in  terrible  apprehenfions  of  being  furrounded  by 
France,  who  had  fo  many  troops  in  the  Milancfe, 
and  might  have  eafily  fwallowed  up    his  whole 
duchy. 

The  reft  of  the  allies  came  in  purely  for  fubli- 
dies,  whereof  they  funk  confiderable  fums  into  their 
own  coffers,  and  refufcd  to  fend  their  contingent  ta 
the  Emperor,  alledging  their  troops  were  already 
hired  by  England  and  Holland. 

Some 
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Some  time  after  the  Duke  of  Anjou's  fucceed* 
Liig  to  the   monarchy  of    Spain,    in   breach  of 
the  partition  treaty,  the  queftion  here  in  England 
*iras,  whether  the  peace  Ihould  be  continued,  or 
jk  new  war  begun.    Thofe  who  were  for  the  for* 
;iner,  alledged  the  debts  and  difficulties  we  laboured 
|tnder ;  that  both  we  and  the  Dutch  had  already 
Acknowledged  Philip  for  king  of  Spain ;  that  the 
iiiclinations  of  the  Spaniards  to  the  houfe  of  Auf* 
ftria,    and  their  averfion  from  that  of  Bourbon, 
^were  hot  fo  furely  to  be  reckoned  upon  as  fome 
f;  would  pretend  :  that  we  thought  it  a  piece  of  in* 
folence,   as  well  as  injuftice,  in  the  French,    to 
'  feflTer  *  putting  a  king  upon  us,  and  the  Spaniards 
Would  conceive  we  had  as  little  reafon  to  force 
one  upon  them:  that  it  was  true,  the  nature  and 
genius  of  thofe  two  people  differed  very  much,  and 
fo  would  probably  continue  to  do,  as  well  under 
a  king  of  French  blood,  as  one  of  Auftrian :  but 
that  if  we  would  engage  in  a  war  for  dethroning  the 
duke  of  Anjou,  we  fhould  certainly  efFeft  what  by 
the  progrefs  and  operations  of  it  we  endeavoured 
to  prevent,  I  mean  a  union  of  intereft  and  affec- 
tions between  the  two  nations  ;  for  the  Spaniards 
muft,  of  neceffity,  call  in  French  troops  to  their 
alfiftance ;  this  would  introduce  French  counfellors 
into  king  Philip*s  court,    and  this,    by  degrees, 

*  •  To  ofer  putting  is  ungrammatical ;  it  fliould  be— to  offer  to 
pot,  &c*  or  if  in  order  to  sToid  the  dofe  juQ£Uon  of  the  two  infinitives* 
and  the  repetition  of  the  particle,  to^  the  participial  mode  be  prc- 
{ercdf  it  (houid  be-^to  offer  tife  putting  ^  a  king  upon  us. 

would 
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would  habituate  and  reconcile  the  nations : 
to  afiift  king  Charles  by  Engliih  and  Dutch 
would  render  him  odious  to  his  new  fubjeds^ 
have  nothing  in   fo  great  abomination  as 
whom  they  hold  for  hereticks ;  that  the  Fieoci 
would  by  this  means  become  mafters  of  the  tm 
fures  in  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies ;  that  in  the  bft 
war,  when  Spain,  Cologne,  and  Bavaria,  were  i 
our  alliance,  and  by  a  modeft  computation  biougllll 
fixty  thoufand  men  into  the  field  againft  the  cooh 
mon  enemy ;  when  Flanders,  the  feat  of  war, 
on  our  fide,  and  his  majefty,  a  prince  of  great 
lour  and  condud,  at  the  head  of  the  whole  confe* 
derate  army  ;  yet  we  had  no  reafon  to  boaft  of  OQi 
fuccefs:   how  then  &ould  we  be  able  to  oppofr 
France  with  thoie  powers  againfl:  us,  which  wooli 
carry  fixty  thoufand  men  from  us  to  the  Enemy;' 
and  fb  make  us  upon  the  balance  weaker  by  ooo 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men  at  the  b^;ia- 
ning  of  this  war,  than  of  that  in  i6S8  ? 

On  the  other  fide,  thofe,  whofe  opinion,  (» 
Ibme  private  motives  inclined  them  to  give  thdf 
advice  for  entering  into  a  new  war,  alledged,  ho* 
dangerous  it  would  be  for  England  that  Philip 
ihould  be  king  of  Spain  ;  that  we  could  have  no. 
lecurity  for  our  trade  while  that  kingdom  was 
fubjedt  to  a  prince  of  the  Bourbon  family,  nor 
any  hopes  of  preferving  the  balance  of  Europe, 
bccaufe  the  grandfather  would  in  efieA  be  King, 
while  his  grandfon  had  but  the  title^  and  thereby 
have  a  better  opportunity  than  ever  of  purfuing  his 
defign  for  univcrfal  monarch  v.     Thefe,  and  the 

like 
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arguments  prevailed ;  and  fo,  without  oficr- 
Uig  at  any  other  remedy,  without  taking  time  to 
^oufider  the  confequences,  or  to  refied  cm  our  own. 
jpondition,  we  haftily  engaged  in  a  war,  which^ 
2us  coft  us  iixty  millions ;  and  after  repeated,  as 
virell  as  unexpeded  fuccefs  in  arms,  has  put  us  and 
our  pofterity  in  a  worfe  condition,  not  only  than. 
any  of  our  allies,  but  even  our  conquered  enemies 
Sbemfelves. 

The  part  we  have  afted  in  the  condufl:  of  this 

ivhole  war,   with  reference  to  our  allies  abroad, 

and  to  a  prevailing  faction  at  home,  is  what  I  (hall 

now  particularly  examine;  where,  I  prefume,  it 

•will  appear  by  plain  matters  of  fadt,  that  no  nation 

*  was  ever  fo  long  or  fo  fcandaloufly  abufed,  by  the 
'"■  fbUy,  the  temerity,  the  corruption,  and  the  am- 

bution  of  its  domeftic  enemies  ;  or  treated  with  {i&^ 
f .  much  infblence,  injuftice,  and  ingratitude  by  its 
r  foreign  friends. 

This  will  be  manifcfl  by  proving  the  three  fol- 
;  lowing  points : 

*  Firft,    that  agaiuft  all  manner  of  prudence  or 
common    reafon,    we    engaged    in   this    war   as 

I   principals,  when  we  ought  to  have  afted  only  as 
'   auxiliaries. 

Secondly,  that  we  fpent  all  our  vigour  in  pur- 
fuing  that  part  of  the  war,  which  could  leaft  an- 
fwer  the  end  we  propofed  by  beginning  it ;  and 
made  no  efforts  at  all,  where  we  could  have  moft 
weakened  the  common  enemy,  and  at  the  fame 
time  enriched  ourfelves. 

Laftly, 
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Laftly,  that  we  fufFered  each  of  our  allies,  to 
break  every  article  in  thofe  treaties  and  agreememi 
by  which  they  were  bound,  and  lay  the  buidea^] 
upon  us. 

Upoii  the  firft  of  thefe  points,  that  we  ou^ 
to  have  entered  into  this  war  only  as  apxiliariea^ 
let  any  man  reflcd  upon  our  condition  at  that 
time  :  juft  come  out  of  the  moft  tedious,  exped- 
five,  and  unfuccefsful  war,  that  ever  England  had 
been  engaged  in  ;   finking  under  heavy  debts,  of  i 
nature  and  degree,  never  heard  of  by  us  or  our  an^i 
ceftors ;  the  bulk  of  the  gentry  and  people,  hear- 
tily tired  of  the  war,  and  glad  of  a  peace,  although 
it  brought  no  other  advantage  but  itfelf ;  no  fud- 
den  profped  of  leffening  our  taxes,  which  were 
grown  as  ncceffary  to  pay  our  debts,  as  to  raifc 
armies ;  a  fort  of  artificial  wealth  of  funds  and 
f  locks,  in  the  hands  of  thofe,  who,  for  ten  years 
bctbre,  had  been  plundering  the  publick ;  many 
corruptions  in  every  branch  of  our  government, 
that  nedeed  reformation.     Under  thefe  difiiculties^ 
from  which,  twen,ty  years  peace,  and  the  wifeft 
management  could  hardly  recover  us,  we  declare 
war  agamft  France,   fortified  by  the  acceflion  and 
alliance  of  thofe  power,  I  mentioned  before,  and 
which,  in  the  former  war,  had  been  parties  in  our 
confederacy.     It  is  very  obvious,  what  a  change 
muft  be  made  in  the  balance,    by  fuch  weights 
taken  out  of  our  fcale,  and  put  into  theirs ;  fince 
it   was  manifeft,    by  ten  years   experience,    tliat 
France,  without  thofe  additions  of  ftrength,  was 

able 
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ibleto  maintain  itfelf  againft  us.  So  that  human 
probability  ran  with  mighty  odds  on  the  other  fide  ; 
md  in  this  cafe,  nothing,  under  the  moft  extreme 
leceffity,  Ihould  force  any  ftate  to  engage  in  a 
var.  We  had  already  acknowledged  Philip  for 
Ling  of  Spain  ;  neither  does  the  Queen's  declara- 
ion  of  war  take  notice  of  the  duke  of  Anjou's 
ucceffion  to  that  monarchy,  as  a  fubjeft  of  quarrel, 
)ut  the  French  king's  governing  it  as  if  it  were 
lis  own ;  his  feizing  Cadiz,  Milan,  and  the  Spa- 
lifli  Low-countries,  with  the  indignity  of  proclaim- 
ng  the  Pretender.  In  all  which,  we  charge  that 
>rince  with  nothing  direftly  relating  to  us,  ex- 
repting  the  laft ;  and  this,  although  indeed  a  great 
ifFront,  might  eafily  have  been  redrefled  without 
I  war  ;  for  the  French  court  declared  they  did  not 
icknowledge  the  Pretender,  but  only  gave  him  the 
itle  of  king,  which  was  allowed  to  Auguftus  by 
lis  enemy  of  Sweden,  who  had  driven  him  out 
if  Poland,  and  forced  him  to  acknowledge  Stanif- 
aus* 

It  is  true  indeed,  the  danger  of  the  Dutch,  by 
b  ill  a  neighbourhood  in  Flanders,  might  affe£t 
is  very  much  in  the  confequences  of  it ;  and  the 
ofs  of  Spain  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  if  it  (hould 
DC  governed  by  French  influence,  and  French  po- 
iticks,  might,  in  time,  be  very  pernicious  to  our 
:rade.  It  would  therefore  have  been  prudent,  as 
?vell  as  generous  and  charitable,  to  help  our  neigh- 
>our ;  and  fo  we  might  have  done  without  injur* 
ng  ourfelves;  for,  by  an  old  treaty  with  Ilol- 
VoL.IIL  Bb  land. 


Dy    meinoriiiib  iroiii   lucir   ciivuy    iicic^    uci 

only  the  ten  thoufand  men  we  were  obliged 

them  by  virtue  of  that  treaty.     And  I  m: 

doubt,  but  the  Dutch  would  have  exerted 

felvcs  fo  vigoroully,  as  to  be  able,  with  th; 

tance  alone,  to  defend  -their  frontiers  ;  or, 

had  been   forced  to  a  peace,    the  Spaniards 

abhor  difmembring  their  monarchy,  woul< 

have  fufFcred  the  French  to  poffes  themfe 

Flanders.     At  that  time  they  had  none  o 

endearments  to  each  other,  which  this  v 

created ;   and  whatever  hatred  and  jealouf 

natural   betv^'een   the   two   nations,    woul 

have  appeared.     So  that  there  was  no  fort 

ceflity  for  us  to  proceed  farther,  although 

been  in  a  better  condition.     But  our  politi 

that  time  had  other  views;  and  a  new  w 

be  undertaken,  upon  the  advice  of  thofe,  \v\ 

their  partizans   and   adherents,    were   to 

gainers  by   it.      A  grand  alliance   was  tl 


,1  T-^ 


O  F    T  H  E   A  L  L  I  E  S.        371 

Thus  we  became  parties  in  a  w;ir  in  conjunc- 
tion with  allies,  whofe  (hare  in  the  quarrel  was 
beyond  all  proportion  greater  than  ours.  However 
I  can  fee  no  reafon,  fromi  the  words  of  the  grand 
alliance,  by  which  we  were  obliged  to  make  thofe 
prodigious  expences  we  have  fince  been  at.  By 
what  I  have  always  heard  and  read,  I  take  the 
whole  ftrength  of  the  nation,  as  underftood  in  that 
treaty,  to  be  the  utmoft  that  a  prince  can  raife 
annually  from  his  fubjcds.  If  he  be  forced  to 
mortgage  and  borrow,  whether  at  home  or  abroad, 
it  is  not  properly  fpeaking  his  own  ftrength,  or 
that  of  the  nation,  but  the  entire  fubftance  of  par- 
ticular perfons,  which,  not  being  able  to  raife  Out 
of  the  annual  income  of  his  kingdom,  he  takes 
upon  fecurity,  and  can  only  pay  the  intereft.  And 
by  this  method,  one  part  of  the  nation  is  pawned 
to  the  other,  with  hardly  a  poffibility  left  of  being 
tvcr  redeemed. 

Surely  it  would  have  been  enough  for  us  to  have 
fufpended  the  payment  of  our  debts,  contradlcd 
ill  the  former  war ;  and  to  have  continued  our  land 
and  malt  tax,  with  thofe  others  w^hich  have  (ince 
been  mortgaged  :  thefe,  with  fome  additions, 
^vould  have  made  up  fuch  a  fum,  as  with  prudent 
management  mi<:Jit,  I  fuppofe,  have  maintained  a 
hundred  thouflind  men  by  fea  and  land  ;  a  reafon- 
uble  quota  in  all  confcience  for  that  ally,  who  appre- 
hended leaft  danger,  and  expe<fled  Icaft  advantage. 
Nor  can  we  imagine  that  either  of  the  confede- 
rates, when  the  war  began,  would  have  been  fo 

B  b  i  un- 
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iinrcafonablc  as  to  refufe  joining  with  us  upon  fuck 
a  foot,  and  expeft  that  we  fhould  every  year  go 
between  three  and  four  millions  in  debt,  (which.- 
hath  been  our   cafe)    becaufe  the  French   could  ^ 
hardly  have  contrived  any  offers  of  a  peace  fb  rih 
inous  to   us,  as  fuch  a  war.      Pofterity  will  be  at 
a  lofs  to  conceive,  what  kind  of  fpirit  could  pof- 
fcfs  their  anceftors,  who,  after  ten  years  fufferingi 
by  the  unexampled  politicks  of  a  nation  maintain* 
ing  a  war  l)y  annually  pawning  itfelf ;    and  dur- 
ing a  Ihort  peace,  while  they  were  looking  back 
with  horror  on  the  heavy  loads  of  debts  they  had 
contra6Ved,   univerfally  condemning  thole  perni-i 
cious  counfcls  which  had  occafioned  them ;  rack- 
ing  their  invention    for  fome  remedies  or  expe*^ 
dients  to   mend  their  fhattered  condition ;  I  fiy, 
that  thefe  very  people,  without  giving  themfelvdkj 
time  to  breathe,  fliould  again  enter  into  a  more  dan- 
gerous,    chargeable,    and  extend ve  war,    for  the  ] 
lame,    or  perhaps  a  greater  period  of  time,   and 
without  any  apparent  necelfity.     It  is  obvious  in  a 
private  fortune,  that  whoever  annually  runs  ou«^ 
and  continues  the  lame  expcnces,  muft  every  year  , 
mortgage  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than   he  did 
before  ;  and  as  the  debt  doubles  and  trebles  upoii 
him,  lo  docs  his  niability  to  pay  it.     By  the  fanfc  , 
proportion  wc  have  lurfL-rcd  twice  as  much  by  thif 
lail.  ten  yocArs  war,  as  we  did  l)y  the  former  ;  and 
if  it  were  poliiblc  to  contuiue  it  five  years  longer 
at  the   lame  rate,  it  would  be  as  great  a  burden 
a:i  the  vvliolc  twenty.     This  computation  being  fo 
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^afy  and  trivial,  that  it  is  almoft  a  fhame  to  men- 
rion  it,  pofterity  will  think,  that  thofe  who  firft 
idvifcd  the  war,  wanted  either  the  fenfe  or  the  ho- 
aefty  to  confider  it. 

As  we  have  wafted  our  ftrength  and  vital  fub- 
flance  in  this  profufe  manner,  fo  we  have  fliame- 
FuUy  miiapplied  it  to  ends,  at  leaft  very  different 
From  thofe  for  which  we  undertook  the  war  ;  and 
Dften  to  effedt  others,  which  after  a  peace  we  may 
(everely  repent.  This  is  the  fecond  article  I  pro- 
pofed  to  examine. 

Wfe  have  now  for  ten  years  together,  turned  the 
Kvhole  force  and  expence  of  the  war,  where  the 
snemy  was  beft  able  to  hold  us  at  bay  ;  where 
we  could  propofe  no  manner  of  advantage  to  our- 
felves ;  where  it  was  highly  impolitic  to  enlarge 
?ur  conquefts  j  utterly  neglecting  that  part,  which 
Kvould  have  laved  and  gained  us  many  millions ; 
Bvhich  the  perpetual  maxims  of  our  government 
teach  us  to  purfue  ;  which  would  have  fooneft 
weakened  the  enemy,  and  muft  either  have  pro- 
moted a  fpeedy  peace,  or  enabled  us  to  continue 
the  war. 

Thofe  who  are  fond  of  continuing  the  war, 
:ry  up  our  qonftant  fuccefs  at  a  moft  prodigious 
rate,  and  reckon  it  infinitely  greater,  than  in  all 
human  probability  we  had  reafon  to  hope.  Ten 
glorious  campaigns  are  pafled  ;  and  now  at  laft, 
like  the  fick  man,  we  are  juft  expiring  with  all 
forts  of  good  fymptoms.  Did  the  advifers  of  this 
vvar,  fuppofe  it  would  continue  ten  years,  without 
B  b  3  expelling 
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cxpefting  tht?  fuccefs  we  have  had  ;  and  yet,  attirf 
lame  time,  determine  tiiat  France  muft  be  reduced, 
rjui  Spain  fubdued,  by  employing  our  wholeftrengA  . 
upori  Flanders  r  Did  they  beheve  the  laft  war  left 
us  in  a  condition  to  furnifh  luch  vaft  fupplies  for 
fv)  long  a  period,  without  involving  us  and  our 
poffcriry  in  nntixtricable  debts  ?  If,  after  fuch  mi* 
raciilons  doings,  we  are  not  yet  in  a  condition  rf 
bringing  France  to  our  terms,  nor  can  tell  wb^ 
wc  Ihall  h^  U\  although  we  Ihould  proceed  wth- 
o;:t  any  rcveriC  ot  fortune  ;  what  could  we  look 
for  in  tiie  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  but  a  Flanders 
war  of  ::t  leaft  twenty  years  longer  ?  Do  they  in- 
deed thiiili,  a  town  taken  for  the  Dutch  is  a  fuf- 
ficicnt  rccompcnc/  to  us  for  fix  millions  of  money; 
which  is  of  fo  little  confequence  to  determine  'the 
war,  that  the  French  may  yet  hold  out  a  dozen 
years  more,  and  afford  a  town  every  campaign  ait 
-t!ic  fame  price  ? 

1  fay  not  this  by  any  means  to  detract  from  thft 
army,  or  its  leaders.  Oetting  into  the  enemy's 
lines,  pafilng  rivers,  and  taking  towns,  may  be  ac* 
tlons  attciiucd  with  many  glorious  circumftances: 
but  when  all  this  brings  no  real  folid  advantage  to 
us ;  when  it  has  no  other  end  than  to  enlarge  the 
territories  of  the  Dutch,  and  incrcafe  the  fiune  and 
wealth  of  our  general;  I  conclude,  however  it 
comes  about,  that  things  are  not  as  they  (houl4 
be ;  aiul  that  furely  our  forces  and  money  might 
be  better  employed,  both  tow^ards  reducing  our 
enemy,  and  working  out  fome  benefit  to  ourfelvcs, 
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JSut  the  cale  is  ftill  much  harder ;  we  are  deftroy- 
ing  many  thoufand  lives,  exhaufting  our  fubftance, 
not  for  our  own  intereft,  which  would  be  but 
common  prudence;  not  for  a  thing  indifferent, 
which  would  be  fufficient  folly  ;  but,  perhaps,  to 
our  own  deftruclion,  which  is  perfeft  madnefs, 
We  may  live  to  feel  the  efFe£ls  of  our  own  valour 
more  fenfibly,  than  all  the  confequences  we  ima^ 
gine  from  the  dominions  of  Spain  in  the  duke  of 
Anjou.  We  have  conquered  a  noble  territory  for 
the  States,  that  will  maintain  fufficient  troops  to 
defend  itfelf,  and  feed  many  hundred  thoufand  in- 
habitants ;  where  all  encouragement  will  be  given 
to  introduce  and  improve  manufactures,  which  was 
the  only  advantage  they  wanted  ;  and  which,  ad- 
ded to  their  Ikill,  induftry,  and  parfimony,  will 
enable  them  to  under- fell  us  in  every  market  of  the 
world. 

Our  fupply  of  forty  thoufand  men,  according 
to  the  firft  ftipulation,  added  to  the  quotas  of  the 
Emperor  and  Holland,  which  they  were  obliged  to 
furnifh,  would  have  made  an  army  of  near  two 
hundred  thoufand,  exclufive  of  garrifons  :  enough 
to  withftand  all  the  power  that  France  could  bring 
againft  it ;  and  we  might  have  employed  the  reft 
much  better,  both  for  the  common  caufe,  and  our 
own  advantage. 

The  war  in  Spain  muft  be  imputed  to  the  cre» 
dulity  of  our  miniftcrs,  who  fuffered  themfeives  to 
be  perfuaded  by  the  imperial  court,  that  the  Spa- 
jiiards  were  fo  violently  affefled  to  the  houfe  of 

B  b  4  Auftria, 
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Auftria,*  as,  upon  the  firft  appearance  there  with 
a  few  troops  under  the  archduke,  the  whole  king- 
dom would  immediately  revolt.  This  we  tried; 
and  found  the  Emperor  to  have  deceived  either  us, 
or  himfelf.  Yet  there  we  drove  on  the  war  at  a 
prodigious  difadvantage,  with  great  expence  ;  and 
by  a  mod  corrupt  management,  the  only  f  gene- 
ral, who,  by  a  courfe  of  conduft  and  fortune  al- 
moft  miraculous,  had  nearly  put  us  into  poffeffiott 
of  that  kingdom,  was  left  wholly  unfupported, 
expofed  to  tlie  envy  of  his  rivals,  difappointed  by 
the  caprices  of  a  young  unexperienced  prince,  un- 
der the  guidance  of  a  rapacious  German  miniftrvi 
aiid  at  lall  called  home  in  dilcontcnt.  By  which  . 
our  armies,  both  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  were  made 
a  facrifice  to  avarice,  ill  conduct,  or  treachery. 

In  common  prudenge,    we  fliould  either  hava 
pulhed  that  war  with   the  utmoft  vigour,    in  fc 
fortunate  a  juncture,  efpecially  (mce  the  gaining  of  ' 
that  kingdom  was  the  great  point  for  which  wo  . 
pretended  to  continue  the  war ;  or  at  leaft,  when 

*  The  impropriety  of  thfs  phrafcology  will  appear,  if  we  change  tb© 
arrangement  of  the  members  of  this  fcntence,  pJncing  them  in  ihdr 
natural  order,  as  thus—.*  that  the  Spaniards  wtre  fo  vir;Ienfly  aifcdcd 
to  the  houfe  of  Aullria,  as  ihc  whole  kingdom  would  iii>Trrt;diately  re- 
volt upon  the  rirll  apjxiarance  there,*  &c.  —  Here  it  is  evident  that  iot 
ftcad  of  the  particle,  c>,  the  conjundlun,  //W,  ihould  be  employed. 
Upon  the  fi»il  appearance  there  &c.  This  paic  of  the  fentence  is  alfo 
ungrammatical,  and  the  whole  might  be  changed  thus — «  that  theSpi- 
niiirds  were  fo  violently  alTefted  to  the  houfc  of  Aurtria,  that  the 
whole  icin^dotn  would  immediately  revolt,  ujKm  the  firll  appearance 
oi  the  Archduke  there,  with  a  few  troops  under  his  comxiiand. 

t  The  E:ifl  of  Peterborough. 
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we  had  found,  or  made  that  delign  impra6licable, 
we  Ihould  not  have  gone  on  in  fo  expenfive  a  ma- 
nagement of  it ;  but  have  kept  our  troops,  on  the 
defenfive  in  Catalonia,  and  purfued  fome  other 
way  more  efFeftual  for  diftreffing  the  common  ene- 
my, and  advantaging  ourfelves. 

And  what  a  noble  field  of  honour  and  profit  had 
we  before  us,  wherein  to  employ  the  beft  of  our 
ftrength,  which,  againft  all  maxims  of  Britifh  po- 
licy, we  fuffered  to  lie  wholly  neglefted !  I  have 
fometimes  wondered  how  it  came  to  pafs,  that  the 
ftyle  of  maritime  powers,  by  which  our  allies,  in 
a  fort  of  contemptuous  manner,  ufually  couple  us 
with  the  Dutch,  did  never  put  us  in  mind  of  the 
lea ;  and  while  fome  politicians  were  fhewhig  us 
the  way  to  Spain  by  Flanders,  others  to  Savoy  or 
Naples,  that  the  Weft-Indies  fliould  never  come 
into  their  heads.  With  half  the  charge  we  have 
been  at,  we  might  have  maintained  our  original 
quota  of  forty  thoufand  men  in  Flanders,  and  at 
the  fame  time,  by  our  fleets  and  naval  forces,  have 
fo  diftreflTed  the  Spaniards,  in  the  north  and  fouth 
feas  of  America,  as  to  prevent  any  returns  of  mo- 
ney from  thence,  except  in  our  own  bottoms.  This 
is  what  beft  became  us  to  do  as  a  maritime  power ; 
this,  with  any  common  degree  of  fuccefs,  would 
foon  have  compelled  France  to  the  neceflities  of  a 
peace,  and  Spain  to  acknowledge  the  archduke. 
But  while  we,  for  tqn  years,  have  been  fqander- 
ing  away  our  money  upon  the  continent,  France 
has  been  wifely  engroffing  all  the  trade  of  Peru, 
going  diredly  with  their  fliips  to  Lima  and  other 

ports, 
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ports,  and  there  receiving  ingots  of  gold  and  filvef 
for  French  goods  of  little  value;  which,  bcfide  the 
mighty  advantage  to  their  nation  at  prefent,  may  di- 
vert  the  channel  of  that  trade  for  the  future,  fbbeue* 
ficial  to  us,  who  ufed  to  receive  annually  fuch  vaft 
fums  at  Cadiz,  for  our  goods  fent  thence  to  the  Spa* 
nifti  Weft-Indies.  All  this  we  tamely  faw  and  fuffer- 
cd,  without  the  leaft  attempt  to  hinder  it ;  except 
what  was  performed  by  fome  private  men  atBriftol, 
who  in^am^id  by  a  true  fpirit  of  courage  and  induftiy, 
did,  about  three  years  ago,  with  a  few  veflels  fitted 
out  at  their  own  charge,  make  a  moft  fucccfsfid 
Toyagc  into  thofe  parts ;  took  one  of  the  Aquapuko 
fiiips,  very  narrowly  miffed  of  the  other,  and  are 
lately  returned  laden  with  unenvied  wealth,  to  (hew 
us  what  might  liave  been  done  with  the  like  ma«» 
nagement,  by  a  public  undertaking.  At  leaft  \w 
might  eafily  have  prevented  thofe  great  returns  of 
money  to  France  and  Spain,  although  we  could 
not  have  taken  it  ourfelves.  And  if  it  be  true,  as 
the  advocates  for  war  would  have  it,  that  the  French 
are  now  fo  impovcrlflied,  in  what  condition  mufi 
they  have  been  if  tliat  iffue  of  wealth  had  been 
flopped  ? 

But  great  events  often  turn  upon  very  finall  cIr-» 
ciimftances.  It  was  the  kingdom's  misfortune,  that 
the  fca  was  not  the  duke  of  Marlborough's  element; 
orherwife,  the  whole  force  of  the  war  would  in- 
fallibly  have  been  bcftowcd  there,  uifinitely  to  the 
advantage  of  his  country,  which  would  then  havo 
gone  hand  in  hand  with  his  own.  But  it  Is  very 
truly  objedcd,  that  if  we  alone  had  made  fuch  an 

at- 
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attempt  as  this,  Holland  would  have  been  jealous ;  or 
if  we  had  done  it  in  conjunftion  with  Holland, 
the  houfe  of  Auftria  would  have  been  difcontented. 
This  has  been  the  ftyle  of  late  years ;  which, 
whoever  introduced  among  us,  they  have  taught 
our  allies  to  fpeak  after  them.  Otherwife  it  could 
hardly  enter  into  any  imagination,  that  while  we 
are  confederates  in  a  war  with  thofe  who  are  to 
have  the  whole  profit,  and  who  leave  a  double  fhare 
of  the  burden  upon  us,  we  dare  not  think  of  any 
defign  (although  again  ft  the  common  enemy) 
where  there  is  the  leaft  profpeft  of  doing  good  to 
our  own  country,  for  fear  of  giving  umbrage  and 
offence  to  our  allies,  while  we  are  ruining  ourfelves 
to  conquer  provinces  and  kingdoms  for  them,  I 
therefore  confefs  with  fliame,  that  this  objeftioii 
is  true  :  for  it  is  very  well  known,  that  while  the 
iSefign  of  Mr.  HilFs  expedition  remained  a  fecret. 
It  was  fufpe£ted  in  Holland  and  Germany  to  be 
Intended  againft  Peru ;  whereupon  the  Dutch 
made  every  where  their  public  complaints ;  and 
the  minifters  at  Vienna  talked  of  it  as  an  infolence 
in  the  Queen  to  attempt  fuch  an  undertaking; 
the  failure  of  which  (partly  by  the  accidents  of  a 
ftorm,  and  partly  by  the  ftubbornnefs  or  treachery 
of  fome  In  that  colony,  for  whofe  relief  and  at 
whofe  entreaty  it  was  In  fome  meafure  defigned)  is 
no  objedion  at  all  to  an  enterprize  fo  well  concert- 
ed, and  with  fuch  fair  probability  of  fuccefs. 

It  was  fomething  fingular,  that  the  States  (hould 
exprefs  their  unealiners,  when  they  thought  we 
intended  to  made  fome  attempt  in  the  Spanifh 

Weft- 
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Weft-Indies  ;  becaufe  it  is  agreed  betwen  us,  what* 
iever  is  conquered  tliere,  by  us,  or  them,  (hall  bc^ 
long  to  the  conqueror ;  which  is  the  only  article 
that  I  can  call  to  mind  in  all  our  treaties  or  flipu- 
lations,  with  any  view  of  intereft  to  this  kingdom; 
and  for  that  very  reafon  I  fuppofe,  among  others, 
has  been  altogether  ncglefted.  Let  thofe  who 
think  this  a  fcvcre  rcfledion,  examine  the  whole 
management  of  the  prefent  war  by  fea  and  land, 
with  all  our  alliances,  treaties,  ftipulations,  and 
conventions,  and  conlidcr  whether  the  whole  does 
not  IiX)k  as  if  fome  particular  care  and  induftrjr 
had  been  ufed,  to  prevent  any  benefit  or  advantage 
that  might  poflibly  accrue  to  Britain  ? 

This  kind  of  treatment  from  our  principal  allies 
has  taught  the  fame  dialed  to  all  the  reft ;  fo  that 
there  is  not  a  petty  prince,  whom  we  half  main* 
tain  by  fubiidies  and  penfions,  who  is  not  ready 
upon  every  occafion  to  threaten  us,  that  he  will 
recall  his  troops  (although  they  muft  rob  or  ftarvc 
at  home)  if  we  refufc  to  comply  with  him  in  any 
demand,  however  unreafonable. 

Upon  the  third  head,  I  fliall  produce  fome  in- 
flanccs  to  fliew,  how  tamely  we  have  fufFered  each 
of  our  allies,  to  infringe  every  article  in  thofc  trea- 
ties and  ftipulations,  by  which  they  were  bound ; 
and  to  lay  the  load  upon  us. 

But  before  I  enter  upon  this,  which  is  a  large 
fiibjc^t,  I  ftiall  take  leave  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on 
certain  articles  in  three  of  our  treaties,  whicli  may 
let  us  perceive  how  much  thofe  miniftcrs  valued 
or  undcrftood  the  true  intereft,  faf^.•ty,  or  honour 
of  thtir  country^  Wc 
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We  have  made  two  alliances  with  Portugal,  an 
ofFenfive  and  a  defenfive  :  the  firft,  is  to  remain  in 
force  only  during  the  prefent  war ;  the  fecond,  to 
be  perpetual.  In  the  ofi^nfive  alliance,  the  Emperor, 
England,  and  Holland,  are  parties  with  Portugal ; 
in  the  defenfive  only  we  and  the  States. 

Upon  the  firft  article  of  the  offenfivc  alliance. 
It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  although  the  grand  alli- 
ance, as  I  have  already  faid,  allows  England  and 
Holland  to  poflefs  for  their  own  whatever  each 
of  them  fliall  conquer  in  the  Spanifli  Weft-Indies; 
yet,  there  we  are  quite  cut  out,  by  confenting 
that  the  archduke  (hall  poflefs  the  dominions  of 
Spain,  in  as  full  a  manner  as  their  late  King  Charles. 
And  what  is  more  remarkable,  we  broke  this  very 
article,  in-  favour  of  Portugal,  by  fublequent  ftipii- 
lations  ;  where  w^e  agree  that  king  Charles  fhall 
deliver  up  Eftremadura,  Vigo,  and  fome  other  pla- 
ces, to  the  Portuguefe,  as  foon  as  we  can  conquer 
them  from  the  enemy.  They,  who  are  guilty  of 
fo  much  folly  and  contradiction,  know  beft,  whe- 
ther it  proceeded  from  corruption  or  ftupidity. 

By.,  two  other  articles  (befide  the  honour  of  be- 
ing convoys  and  guards  in  ordinary  to  the  Por- 
guefe  fliips  and  coallo)  we  are  to  gucfs  the  ene- 
my's thoughts,  and  to  take  the  king  of  Portugal's 
word,  whenever  he  has  a  fancy  that  he  fliall  be 
invaded.  We  are  alfo  to  furnlfli  him  with  a  ftrength 
fuperior  fo  what  the  enemy  intends  to  invade  any 
of  his  dominions  with,  let  that  be  what  it  will. 
And  until  we  know  what  the  enemy's  forces  are. 
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his  Portuguefe  majefty  is  fole  judge  what  ftrengtii 
is  fuperior,  and  what  tvill  be  able  to  prevent  an  in* 
vafion;  and  may  fend  our  fleets,  whenever  hci 
pleafes,  upon  his  errands  to  fome  of  the  farther 
parts  of  the  world,  or  keep  them  attending  upon 
his  own  coafts,  till  he  think  fit  to  difmifs  them. 
Thefe  fleets  mufl:  likewife  be  fubjeft  in  all  things, 
not  only  to  the  king,  but  to  his  viceroys,  admirals,* 
and  governors,  in  any  of  his  foreign  dominionsi 
when  he  is  in  a  humour  to  apprehend  an  invafion; 
which  I  believe  is  an  hidignlty  that  was  never  of* 
fcred  before,  except  to  a  conquered  nation. 

In  the  defenfive  alliance  with  that  crown,  which 
is  to  remain  perpetual,  and  where  only  England 
and  Holland  are  parties  with  them,  the  fame  care, 
In  almofl:  the  fame  words,  is  taken,  for  our  fleet  i 
to  attend  their  coafts  and  foreign  dominions,  and 
to  be  under  the  fame  obedience.  We  and  the 
States  are  likewife  to  furnifli  them  with  twelve 
thoufand  men  at  our  own  charge,  which  we  arc 
conftantly  to  recruit ;  and  thefe  are  to  be  fubjedl  to 
the  Portuguefe  generals. 

In  the  oflenfive  alliance,  we  took  no  care  of 
having  the  affiftance  of  Portugal,  whenever  we 
Ihould  be  invaded ;  but  in  this  if  feems  we  are 
wifcr ;  for  that  king  is  obliged  to  make  war  on 
France  or  Spain,  whenever  we  or  Holland  are  in- 
vaded by  either  ;  but  before  this,  wc  are  to  fupplv 
them  with  the  fame  forces  both  by  fea  and  land, 
as  if  he   were  invaded  himfclf.     And  this  muft 

needs 
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needs  be*  a  very  prudent  and  fafe  courfe  for  a  mari- 
time power  to  take,  upon  a  fudden  invafion  ;  by 
which,  inftead  of  making  ufe  of  our  fleets  and  arms 
for  our  own  defence,  we  muft  fend  them  abroad 
for  the  defence  of  Portugal. 

By  the  thirteenth  article,  we  are  told  what  thb 
affiftance  is,  which  the  Portuguefe  are  to  give  us, 
and  upon  what  conditions.  They  are  to  furnifli 
ten  men  of  war ;  and  when  England  and  Holland 
ihall  be  invaded  by  France  and  Spain  together,  or 
by  Spain  alone,  in  either  of  thefe  cafes,  thofe  tea 
Portuguefe  men  of  war  are  to  ferve  only  upoa 
their  own  coafts  ;  where  no  doubt  they  will  be  of 
mighty  ufe  to  their  allies,  and  terror  to  the 
enemy. 

How  the  Dutch  were  drawn  to  have  a  part  in 
cither  of  thefe  two  alliances,  is  not  very  material 
to  enquire,  fmce  they  have  been  fo  \\4fe  as  never 
to  obferve  them  ;  and  I  fuppofe  never  intended  it ; 
but  refolved,  as  they  have  fince  done,  to  (hift  the 
load  upon  us. 

Let  any  man  read  thefe  two  treaties  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end,  he  will  imagine  that  the 
king  of  Portugal  and  his  minifters  fat  down  and 
made  them  by  themfelvcs,  and  then  fent  them  to 
their  allies  to  fign  ;  the  whole  fpirit  and  tenor  of 
them  quite  through  running  only  upon  this  fnigle 
point,  what  we  and  Holland  are  to  do  for  Portu- 
gal, without  any  mention  of  an  equivalent,  ex- 
cept thofe  ten  fhips,  which,  at  the  time  when  we 
have  greatefl  need  of  their  affiftance,  are  obliged 
to  attend  upon  their  own  coafts. 

The 
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The  barrier  treaty  between  Great-Britain  and 
Holland  was  concluded  at  the  Hague  on  the  29th 
of  Oftober  in  the  year  1 709.  In  this  treaty,  nei- 
ther her  majcfty  nor  her  kingdoms  have  any  in- 
tereft  or  concern,  farther  than  what  is  mentioned 
in  the  fccond,  and  the  twentieth  articles  ;  by  th# 
former,  the  States  are  to  affift  the  Queen  in  de- ' 
fending  the  aft  of  fucceflion ;  and  by  the  other, 
not  to  treat  of  a  peace,  till  France  has  acknowledged 
the  Queen,  and  the  fucceflion  of  Hanover,  and 
promifed  to  remove  the  pretender  out  of  that  king's 
dominions. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  it  is  certainly  for  the 
fafety  and  intereft  of  the  States-general,  that  the 
proteftant  fucceflion  fliould  be  preferved  in  En* 
gland ;  becaufe,  fuch  a  popifli  prince  as  we  ap- 
prehended would  infallibly  join  with  France  in 
the  ruin  of  that  republick.  And  the  Dutch  arc 
as  much  bound  to  fupport  our  fucceflion,  as  they 
arc  tied  to  any  part  of  a  treaty,  or  league  oflen- 
five  and  defenfive  againft  a  common  enemy,  with- 
out any  feparate  benefit  upon  that  confideration. 
Her  majefty  is  in  the  full  peaceable  pofleflion  of 
her  kingdoms,  and  of  the  hearts  of  her  people ; 
among  whom,  hardly  one  in  five  thoufand  are  in 
the  pretender's  intcrefl:.  And  whether  the  aflift* 
ance  of  the  Dutch,  to  preferve  a  right  fo  well 
cftabliftied,  be  an  equivalent  to  thofc  many  unrea- 
fonablc  exorbitant  articles  in  the  reft  of  the  treaty, 
let  the  world  judge.  Wiiat  an  impreflion  of  our 
fettlement  niuft  it  give  abroad,  to  fee  our  minifters 

offering 
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offering  fuch  conditions  to  the  Dutch,  to  prevail 
on  them  to  be  guarantees  of  our  a6ls  of  parlia- 
ment !  neither  perhaps  is  it  right,  in  point  of  poli- 
:y  or  good  feufe,  that  a  foreign  power  fhould  be 
[:alled  in  to  confirm  our  facceflion  by  way  of  gua- 
rantee, but  only  to  acknowledge  it;  otherwife, 
we  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  our  own  legifla- 
ture  to  change  our  fucceffion,  without  the  confent 
3f  that  prince  or  flate  who  is  guarantee,  how 
much  foever  the  neceflities  of  .the  kingdom  may 
require  it* 

As  to  the  other  articles,  it  is  a  natural  confe'^ 
[juence  that  muft  attend  any  treaty  of  peace  we 
can  make  with  France ;  cleing  only  the  acknow- 
ledgement of  her  majefty  as  Queen  of  her  own 
dominions,  and  the  right  of  fucccfiion  by  our  own 
laws,  which  no  foreign  power  has  any  pretence  to 
difpute. 

However,  in  order  to  defefve  thefe  mighty  ad- 
vantages from  the  States,  the  reft  of  the  treaty  is 
wholly  taken  up  in  diredling  what  we  are  to  do 
for  them. 

By  the  grand  alliance,  which  w^as  the  founda- 
tion of  the  prefent  war,  the  Spanifh  Low-coun- 
:ries  were  to  be  recovered,  and  delivered  to  the 
king  of  Spalyi ;  but,  by  this  treaty,  that  prince  is 
:o  poflefs  nothing  in  Flanders  during  the  war  ;  and 
ifter  a  peace,  the  States  are  to  have  the  military 
:ommand  of  about  twenty  town?,  with  their  de- 
pendences, and  four  hundred  thoufand  crowns  a 
^-ear  from  the  king  of  Spain,  to  maintain  their 

Vol.  IIL  C  c  gar- 
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garrifons.  By  which  means,  they  will  have  the 
command  of  all  Flanders,  from  Newport  on  the 
Sea,  to  Namur  on  the  Maefe,  and  be  entirety 
mafters  of  the  Pais  de  Waas,  the  richeA  part  of 
thofe  provinces.  Farther,  they  have  liberty  tft 
garrifon  any  place  they  (hall  think  fit  in  the  Spa- 
nifli  Ix)w-covintries,  whenever  there  is  an  appea^  \ 
ance  of  war ;  and  confequently  to  put  garrifoas 
into  Oftend,  or  where  elfe  they  pleafe,  upon  a  mp 
ture  with  Englaiid. 

By  this  treaty  likewife,  the  Dutch  will  in  cf 
feft  be  entire  mafters  of  all  the  Low-countries; 
may  impofe  duties,  reftridions  in  commerce,  and 
prohibitions,  at  their  pleafure  ;  and  in  that  fer^ 
country  may  fet  up  all  forts  of  manufaf^ures,  par- 
ticularly the  woollen,  by  inviting  the  difbbl^ 
manufacturers  in  Ireland,  and  the  French  refu- 
gees, who  are  fcattered  all  over  Germany.  And 
as  this  manufacture  increafes  abroad,  the  cloathing* 
people  of  England  will  be  neceflitated,  for  waat 
cf  employment,  to  follow;  and  in  few  3rearS| 
by  help  of  the  low  intereft  of  money  in  Holland, 
Flanders  may  recover  that  beneficial  trade,  which 
we  gi^t  from  them*  The  landed  men  o£  Enghnd 
will  then  be  forced  to  rc-eftabliih  the  ftaples  of 
wool  abroad;  and  the  Dutch,  inftead  of  b^ 
only  the  carriers,  will  become  the  original  pofl^ 
iprs  of  thofe  commodities^  with  which  the  greateft 
part  of  the  trade  of  the  world  is  now  carried  oo» 
And  as  they  increafe  their  trade,  it  is  obvious  they 
win  enlarge  their  ftrength  at  fea,  and  that  ours 
muft  le&n  in  proportion^ 

Att 
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All  the  ports  in  Flanders  are  to  be  fubjeft  td 
the  like  duties  that  the  Dutch  (hall  lay  Upon  the 
Scheld,  which  is  td  be  clofed  on  the  fide  of  the 
States  ;  thus  all  other  nations  afe  in  effefl:  (hut  out 
from  trading  with  Flanders.  Yet  in  the  very  fame 
article  it  is  faid,  thai  the  States  (hall  be  favoured 
in  all  the  Spantfh  dominions  as  much  as  Oreat- 
Brrtain,  or  as  the  people  moft  favoured.  We  have 
conquered  Flanders  for  them,  and  are  in  a  worfe 
condition  as  to  our  trade  there,  than  before  the 
war  began.     We  have  been  the  great  fupport  of 

•  the  king  of  Spain,  to  whom  the  Dutch  have  hardly 
contributed  any  thing  at  all ;  and  yet  they  are  to 
be  equally  favoured  with  us  in  all  his  dominions* 

•  Of  all  this,  the  Qx/fiEN  is  under  the  unreafonable 
obligation  of  being  guarantee,,  and  that  they  (hall 
poflefs  their  barrier,  and  their  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  crowns  a  year,  even  before  a  peace* 

It  is  obferved,  that  this  treaty  was  only  figrted 
by  one  of  our  plenipotentiaries*  }  and  I  have  been 
told  that  the  other  +  was  heard  to  fay,  he  woufd  ra- 
ther Idfe  his  right-hand  than  fet  it  to  fuch  a  treaty* 
Had  he  fpoke  thofe  words  in  due  feafon,  and  loud 
aiough  to  be  heard  on  this  fide  the  water,  Confider- 
ing  the  credit  he  had  then  at  court,  he  might 
fcavc  faved  much  of  his  cotintry*s  honour^  and  got 
ms  much  to  himfelf  j  therefore,  if  the  report  be 
true,  I  am  inclined  to  thbk  he  only  SAID  it.  t 
have  been  likewife  told,  that  fbme  very  neceflkry 
circumdaucea  were  wanting  iti  the  entrance  upoa 

•  JLoid  To^nOiciuL  f  Poke  of  Bfariboioui^ 

Cc  a  tbii 
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this  treaty  ;  but  the  mlnifters  here  rather  chof«ta 
lacrifice  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the  fafety  0^ 
tlireir  country,  than  not  ratify  what  one  of  their 
favourites  had  tranfadled. 

l^et  me  now  confider  in  what  manner  our  allies 
have  obfcrved  thofe  treaties  they  made  with  us, 
and  tlie  fcvcral  ftipulations  and  agreements  purfu- 
ant  to  them. 

By  the  grand  alliance  between  the  Empire,  Eng- 
land, and  Holland,  we  were  to  aflift  the  other  two 
iotis  "ch'ibus  by  fea  aiid  land.  By  a  convention  fub- 
fequent  to  this  treaty,  the  proportions,  which  thefe- 
veral  parties  fhould  contribute  towards  the  war,  were 
adjufted  in  the  following  manner:  the  emperor  was 
obliged  to  furnifli  ninety  thoufand  men  againft 
France,  either  in  Italy,  or  upon  the  Rhine  ;  Holland 
to  bring  fixty  thoufand  into  the  field  in  Flanders, 
exclufiveof  garrifons-;  and  we  forty  thoudmd.  Ib 
winter  1702,  which  was  the  next  year,  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  propofed  raifing  ten  thoulandmen 
more  by  way  of  augmentation,  and  to  carry  on  the 
war  with  greater  vigour  ;  to  which  the  parliament 
agreed,  and  the  Dutch  were  to  raife  the  fame 
number.  This  was  upon  a  par,  directly  contrary  1 
to  the  former  ftipulation,  whereby  our  part  was 
to  be  a  third  Icfs  than  theirs  ;  and  therefore  it 
Vv'as  granted  with  a  condition,  that  Holland 
fliould  brrak  olT  all  trade  and  commerce  with 
France.  But  this  condition  was  never  executed; 
the  Dutch  only  amufnig  us  Vvith  a  fpecious  decla- 
Vatldn,  till  our  fcflion  of  paniameiit  was  ended;  " 
ajid  the  following  year  it  was  taken  off  by  concert 
I  be* 
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between  our  general  and  the  States,  without  any 
reafcn  affigned  for  the  fatisfadion  of  the  kingdom. 
The  next,  and  fome  enfuing  campaigns,  farther 
additional  forces  were  allowed  by  parliament  for 
the  war  in  Flanders ;  and  in  every  new  fupply, 
the  Dutch  gradually  leffened  their  proportions,  al- 
though the  parliament  addreflcd  the  Queen',  that 
the  States  might  be  defired  to  obferve  thcni  accord- 
ing to  agreement ;  which  had  no  other  efFe6l,  than 
to  teach  them  to  elude  it  by  making  their  troops 
nominal  corps ;  as  they  did,   by   keeping  up  the 

*  number  of  regiments,  but  linking  a  fifth  part  of 
the  men  and  money;  fo  that  now  things  arejuft 
inverted.  And  in  all  new  levies,  we  contributed 
a  third  more  than  the  Dutch,  who,  at  firft,  were 
obliged  to  the  fame  proportion  more  than  we. 

Befides,  the  more  towns  we  conquer  for  the 
States,  the  worfe  condition  we  are  in  towards  re- 
ducing the  common  enem)%  and  confequcntly  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  war.  For  they  make  no 
fcruple  of  employing  the  troops  of  their  quota,  to- 
wards garrifoning  every  town,  as  faft  as  it  is  taken ; 
diredlly  contrary  to  the  agreement  between  us,  by 
which  all  garrifons  are  particularly  excluded.  This 
is  at  length  arrived,  by  feveral  ftcps,  to  fuch  a 
height;,  that  there  are  at  prefeut  in  the  field,  not 
£0  many  forces  under  the  duke  of  Marlborough's 
command  in  Flanders,  as  Britain  alone  maintains 
fcr  that  fervice,  nor  have  been  for  fome  years 
paft*.  s 
f ;  The  duke  of  Marlborough,  having  entered  the 

Cficmie^  lines  and    taken  Bouchain,    formed  the 

C  c  3  defign 
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defign  of  keeping  fo  great  a  number  of  troops,  aai 
particularly  of  cavalry,  in  Lifle,  Tournay,  Dowaj^ 
and  the  country  between,  as  (hould   be  able  to 
harrafs  all  the  neighbouring  provinces  of  France 
during  the  winter,  prevent  the  enemy  from  ««&• 
ing  their  magazines,    and  by  confequcnce  from 
fubfifting  their  forces  next  fpring,  and  render  h 
impoflible  for  them  to  afiemble  their  army  another 
year,  without  going  back  behind  the  Soam  to  do 
it.     In  order  to  efFeft  this  projeft,  it  was  neceflaiy 
to  be  at  an  expeuce  extraordinary  of  forage  for  the 
troops,  for  building  flables,  finding  fire  and  caiuDe 
for  the  foldiers,  with  other  incident  charges.  TiSi 
Queen  readily  agreed  to  furnifh  her  fliarc  of  the 
firfl  article,  that  of  the  forage,  which  only  be* 
longed  to  her.     But  the  States  infifting  that  her 
majefty  (hould  likewife  come  into  a  proportion  of 
the  other  articles,  which  in  juftice  belonged  totally 
to  them  ;  (he  agreed  even  to  that,  rather  than  a  de- 
fign of  this  importance  (hould  fail.     And  yet  we 
know   it  has  failed,  and  that  the  Dutch  refuicd 
their  confent,  till  the  time  was  paft  for  putting  if 
in  execution,  even  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  who 
propofed  it.     Perhaps  a  certain  article  in  the  trea- 
ties of  contributions,  fubmitted  toby  fuchofthe 
French  dominions  as  pay  them  to  the  States,  waS 
the  principal  caufe  of  defeating  this  projeft;  finoo 
cue  great  advantage  to  have  been  gained  by  it« 
was,  as  is  before  n^entioned,  to  have  hindered  the 
enemy  from  erc6):ing  their  magazines  ;  and  one  ar% 
tide  in  thofe  treaties  of  cwtributipns,  is,  that  dw 
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produa  of  thofe  countries  fliall  pafs  free  and  un- 
tnolefted.  So  that  the  queftion  was  reduced  to  this 
(hort  iflue :  whether  the  Dutch  ftiould  lofc  this 
paultry  benefit,  or  the  common  caufe  an  advantage 
>f  fuch  mighty  importance  ? 

The  fea  being  the  element  where  we  might  mod 
probably  carry  on  the  war  with  any  advantage  to 
>urfelves,  it  was  agreed  that  we  (hould  bear  five 
*ighths  of  the  charge  in  that  fervice,  and  the 
Dutch  the  other  three ;  and  by  the  grand  alliance, 
ivhatever  we  or  Holland  (hould  conquer  in  the 
3pani(h  Wefl-Indies,  was  to  accrue  to  the  con- 
querors. It  might  therefore  have  been  hoped,  that 
:his  maritime  ally  of  ours,  would  have  made  up 
n  their  fleet,  what  they  fell  (hort  in  their  army  ; 
3ilt  quite  otherwife,  they  never  once  furni(hed 
:heir  quota  either  of  (hips  or  men  1  or,  if  fomc 
Few  of  their  fleet  now  and  then  appeared,  it  was 
10  more  than  appearing  :  for  they  immediately  (e- 
Mrated,  to  look  to  their  merchants  and  prote6l 
:heir  trade.  And  we  may  remember  very  well, 
ivhen  thefe  guarantees  of  our  fucceflion,  after  hav- 
ing not  one  (hip  for  many  months  together  in  the 
Viediterranean,  fent  that  part  of  their  quota  thither, 
ind  furnilhed  nothing  to  us,  at  the  fame  time  that 
'hey  alarmed  us  with  the  rumour  of  an  invalion. 
f^nd  laft  year,  when  Sir  James  Wiihart  was  dif- 
matched  into  Holland  toexpoftulate  with  the  States, 
md  to  'defire  they  would  make  good  their  agree- 
nents  in  fo  important  a  part  of  the  fervice ;  he 
net  with  fuch  a  reception  as  ill  becamic  a  rcpublick 
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to  give,  that  were  under  fo  many  great  obligatioQg 
to  us  ;  in  (hort,  fuch  a  one,  as  thole  only  defer\x, 
who  are  content  to  take  it. 

It  hath  Ukewife  been  no  fmall  inconvenience  tq 
us,  that  the  Dutch  are  always  flow  in  paying  their 
fubfidies ;  by  which  means  the  weight  and  pref? 
iure  of  the  pnyment  lies  upon  the  Queen,  as  well 
as  the  blame,  if  her   majefly  be  not  very  exafb. 
Nor  will  even  this  always  content  our  allies :  for 
in  July,  I7ii>  the  king  of  Spain  was  paid  alibis 
fublidies  to  the  firft  of  January  next;  neverthelefs 
he  has  fince  complained  for  want  of  money ;  and 
his  fecretary  threatened,   that  if  we  would  not  far- 
ther fupply  his  majcfty,  he  could  not  anfwer  for 
what  might  happen ;  although  king  Charles  had 
not  at  that  time  one  third  of  the  troops  for  which 
he  was  paid  ;   and  even  thofe  he  had,  were  neither 
paid  nor  clothed. 

I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  here  another  paf* 
fage  concerning  fubfidies,  to  fliew  what  opinion 
iorcigacrii  have  of  our  eafmels,  and  how  much 
they  reckon  thcmfelves  mafters  of  our  money, 
vvheueycr  they  think  fit  to  call  for  it.  The  Queen 
was,  by  agreement,  to  pay  two  hundred  thoufand 
crowns  a  year  to  the  PruHian  troops  ;  the  States, 
one  hundred  thoulluid  ;  and  the  Emperor,  only 
thirty  thoufand  for  recruiting;  which  his  Impe- 
rial majefty  never  paid.  Piince  Eugene  happening 
to  pafs  by  Berlin,  the  minifters  of  that  court  ap- 
plied to  him  for  redrefs  in  this  particular ;  and  his 
highnefs  very  frankly  promifed  them,  that  in  ccmi-j 
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fideration  of  this  deficiency,  Britain  and  the  States 
Ihould  incrcafe  their  fubfidies  to  feventy  thoufand 
crowns  more  between  them ;  and  that  the  Em- 
peror fhould  be  punctual  for  the  time  to  come. 
This  was  done  by  that  prince  without  any  orders 
or  power  whatfoever.  The  Datch  very  reafonably 
refiifed  confenting  to  it ;  but  the  Pruflian  minifter 
here,  making  his  applications  at  qiir  court,  pre- 
vailed  on  us  to  agree  to  our  propoi-tion,  before  we 
could  hear  what  refolution  would  be  taken  in 
Holland.  It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped,  that  his 
Pruflian  majefty,  at  the  end  of  this  war,  will  not 
have  the  fame  caufe  of  complaint,  which  he  had  at 
the  clofe  of  the  laft;  that  his  military  cheft  was 
emptier  by  twenty  thoufand  crpwns  than  at  the 
time  that  war  began. 

The  Emperor,  as  we  have  already  faid,  was, 
by  ftipulation,  to  furnilh  ninety  thoufand  men 
agalnft  the  common  enemy,  as  having  no  fleets 
to  maintain,  and  in  right  of  his  family  being  moft 
concerned  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  war.  However, 
this  agreement  has  been  fo  ill  obferved,  that  from 
the  beginning  of  the  war  to  this  day,  neither  of 
the  two  Lift  Emperors  had  ever  twenty  thoufand 
men,  on  their  own  account,  in  the  common  caufe, 
excepting  once  in  Italy  ;  when  the  imperial  gourt 
exerted  itfelf  in  a  point  they  have  much  more  at' 
heart,  than  that  ot  gaining  Spain  or  the  Indies  to 
their  family.  When  they  had  fucceeded  in  their 
attempts  on  the  fide  of  Italy,  and  obferved  our 
blind  zch\  for  pufning  on  the  war  at  all  adven-. 
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tures,  they  fqon  found  out  the  moft  efiedual  cc- 
pedient  to  excufe  themfelves.  They  computed 
eafily,  that  it  would  coft  them  lefs,  to  make  laigs 
prefents  to  one  fingle  perfbn,  than  to  pay  an  annyj 
and  turn  to  as  good  acxount.  They  thought  thqf 
could  not  put  their  affairs  into  better  haads ;  and 
therefore  wifely  left  us  to  fight  their  battles. 

Befides,  it  appeared  by  feveral  inftances  how  &• 
tie  the  Emperor  regarded  his  allies^  or  the  csofe 
they  were  engaged  in,  when  once  he  thought  the 
Empire  itfelf  was  fecure.  It  is  known  enou^ 
that  he  might  feveral  times  have  made  a  peace 
with  his  difcontented"  fubjcfts  in  Hungary,  upon 
terms  not  at  all  unbefitting  either  his  dignity  or 
intercft ;  but  he  rather  chofe  to  facrifice  the  whde 
alliance  to  his  private  paffion,  by  entirely  fubdih 
ing  and  enflaving  a  miferable  people,  who  had  b|it 
too  much  provocation  to  take  up  arms,  to  free 
themfelves  from  the  oppreflions  under  which  th^ 
were  groaning ;  yet  this  muft  ferve  as  an  excufe  for 
breaking  his  agreement,  and  diverting  fo  great  a 
body  of  troops,  which  might  have  been  employed 
againft  France. 

Another  inftance  of  the  Emperor's  indifference^ 
or  rather  difllke  to  the  common  caufe  of  the  allieSf 
is  the  bufinefs  of  Toulon,  This  defign  was  indeed 
difcovered  here  at  home,  by  a  perfon  whom  every 
body  knows  to  be  the  creature  of  a  certain  great 
man,  at  lead  as  much  noted  for  his  (kill  in  gam- 
ing, as  in  politicks,  upon  the  bafe  mercenary  end 
of  getting  money  by  wagers  ;  which  was  then  fd 

con* 
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ommon  a  pradice,  that  I  remember  a  gentleman 
a  bufinefs,  who  having  the  curiofity  to  ent^mrd 
low  wagers  went  upon  the  Exchange,  found  fotoft 
leople  deep  in  the  fecret  to  have  been  contemcd 
a  that  kind  of  traffick  :  aft  appeared  by  premiums 
lamed  for  towns,  which  nobody  but  thole  be- 
lind  the  curtain  could  fufpeft.  However,  although 
his  projeft  had  gotten  wind  by  fo  fcandalous  a 
proceeding,  yet  Toulon  might  probably  have  been 
aken,  if  the  Emperor  had  not  thought  fit,  in  that 
'ery  junfture,  to  detach  twelve  or  fifteen  thoufand 
nen  to  fcize  Naples,  as  an  enterprizc  that  was 
nore  his  private  and  immediate  intereft.  But  it  was 
nanifeft,  that  his  imperial  majedy  had  no  mind  to 
be  Toulon  in  poflefl[ion  of  the  allies ;  for,  even 
vith  thefe  difcouragements,  the  attempt  might 
^et  have  fucceeded,  if  prince  Eugene  had  not 
bought  fit  to  oppofe  it ;  which  cannot  be  imputed 
o  his  own  judgment,  but  to  fome  politic  rcalbns 
\f  his  court.  The  duke  of  Savoy  was  for  attack** 
ng  the  enemy  as  foon  as  our  army  arrived ;  but 
vhen  the  marefchal  de  Theffe's  troops  were  all 
ome  up,  to  pretend  to  befiege  the  place  in  the  con- 
lition  we  were  at  that  time,  was  a  farce  and  a  jeft. 
•lad  Touloii  fallen  then  into  our  hands,  the  mari- 
ime  power  of  France  would  iu  a  great  meafure 
lave  been  deftroyed. 

But  a  much  greater  inftance  than  either  of  the 
bregoing,  how  little  the  Emperor  regarded  us  or 
►ur  quarrel,  after  all  we.  had  done  to  fave  his  im* 
serial  crown,   and  to  aflert  the  title  of  his  brother 

to 
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to  the  monarchy  of  Spain,  may  be  brought  from 
the  proceedings  of  that  court  not  many  montbi 
ago.  It  was  judged,  that  a  war  carried  on  upoa 
the  fide  of  Italy,  would  caufe  a  great  diverfion  of 
the  French  forces,  wound  them  in  a  very  tender 
part,  and  facilitate  the  progrefs  of  our  arms  it) 
Spain,  as  well  as  Flanders.  It  was  propofed  tq 
the  duke  of  Savoy  to  make  this  diverfion,  and 
not  only  a  diverfion  during  the  fummer,  but 
winter  too,  by  taking  quarters  on  this  fide  of  | 
the  hills.  Only,  in  order  to  make  him  williDg 
and  able  to  perform  this  work,  two  points  were  ; 
to  be  fettled  :  firft,  it  was  neceflfary  to  end  the 
difpute  between  the  imperial  court  and  his  royal 
highnefs,  which  had  no  other  foundation  thaq 
the  Emperor*s  refufing  to  make  good  fome  ar- 
ticles of  that  treaty,  on  the  faith  of  which,  the 
duke  engaged  in  the  prefent  war,  and  for  the  ex- 
ecution whereof,  Britain  and  Holland  became  gua- 
rantees, at  the  requcft  of  the  late  ecnperor  Leopold. 
To  remove  this  difficulty,  the  earl  of  Peterborough 
was  difpatched  to  Vienna,  got  over  fome  part  of. 
thofe  difputes  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  duke  of  Sa- 
voy, and  had  put  the  reft  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
accommodated,  at  the  time  the  Emperor  Jofeph' 
died.  Upon  which  great  event,  the  duke  of  Savoy 
took  the  rcfolution  of  putting  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  army,  although  the  whole  matter  was  not 
firjifhed,  fince  the  commoii  caufe  required  his 
aflliftancc ;  and  tliat  until  a  new  Emperor  were 
eleiSted,  it  was  impofiible  to  make  good  the  treaty 
to  him,     In  order  to  enable  him,  the  only  thing 

be 
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he  aflced  was,  that  he  fliould.be  reinforced  by  the 
imperial  court  with  eight  thoufand  men,  before* 
the  end  of  the  campaign,  Mr,  Whitvvorth  was  fent 
to  Vienna,  to  make  this  propofal ;  and  it  is  cre- 
dibly reported  that  he  was  impowered,  rather  than 
foil,  to  offer  forty  thoufand  pounds  for  the  march  of 
thofe  eight  thoufand  men,  if  he  found  it  was  want 
.of  ability,  and  not  inclination,  that  hindered  the 
.  fending  of  them.  But  he  was  fo  far  from  fuccced- 
ing,  that  it  was  faid,  the  minifters  of  that-  court 
did  not  fb  much  as  give  him  an  opportunity  to 
tempt  them  with  any  particular  fums;  but  cutoff 
all  his  hopes  at  once,  by  alledging  the  impofJibility 
of  complying  with  the  Queen's  demands,-  upon 
any  confideration  whatfoever.  They  could  not 
plead  their  old  excufe  of  the  war  in  Hungary, 
which  was  then  brought  to  an  end.  They  had 
nothing  to  ofler  but  fome  general  fpeculative  rea-» 
fons,  which  it  would  expofe  them  to  repeat ;  and 
fo,  after  much  dehy,  and  many  trifling  pretences, 
they  utterly  refufed  fo  fmall  and  feafbnablc  an 
afliftance ;  to  the  ruin  of  a  project  that  would  have 
more  terrified  -  France,  and  caufed  a  greater- diver- 
fton  of  their  forces,  than  a  much  more  numerous 
army  in  any  other  part.  Thus,  for  want  of  eight 
thoufand  men,,  for  whofe  .winter-campaign  the 
Queen,  was  willing  to  give  forty  tlioufand  pounds ; 
and  for  want  of  executing  the  defign  I  lately  men- 
tioned, of  hindering  the, enemy  from  erefting  ma-: 
gazincs,  towards  which  her  majefl-y  was  ready  not 
only  to  bear  her  own  proportion,  but  a  fliare  of 

that  , 
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that  which  the  States  were  obliged  to  ;  our  hopc§ 
of  t^ing  w!fiter«quarters  in  the  north  and  foiA 
parts  of  Frmice  are  eluded,  and  the  war  left  in  Hat 
method,  which  is  likely  to  contintte  it  loagcft. 
Can  there  an  example  be  given  in  the  whole  comrft 
of  this  war,  where  we  have  treated  the  pottai 
pnnce^  with  whom  we  had  to  deal,  in  ib  ca 
temptuous  a  manner  ?     Did  we  ever  once  confidv 
what  we  could  afford,  or  what  we  were  obliged  BSft 
when  our  affiftance  was  defired,  even  while  we  h)t 
under  immediate  apprehenfions  o£  being  invadtdiS 
Wh^i  Portugal  came  as  a  confedo-ate  inta  dit 
grand  alliance,  it  was  ftipuhted^  that  the  empiN^ 
England,  and  Holland,  Ifhould  each  maintain  fou 
thoufand  caen  of  their  own  troops  in  that  kin|« 
dom,  and  pay  *  between  them  a  million:  of  patti* 
coons  to  the  king  of  Portugal,^  for  the;  fupport  ef 
twenty-eight  thoufand  Portuguefe;  which  waatf 
ber  of  forty  thoufand  was  to  be  the.con&daata 
army  againft  Spaiu  on  the  Portugal  fide;    Thil 
treaty  was  ratified  by  all  thethree powera.     B«in 
a  ikort  time  after,  the  Emperor  declared  himfttf 
unable  to  comply  with  his  part  of  the  ^reenmi^ 
and  fo  left  the  two  thirds  upon  us  ;  who  very  gpv 
neroufly  undertook  that  burden,  and  at  the  famtt 
time  two  thirds  of  the  fubfidies  for  maintenance  of 
the  Portuguefe  troops.     But  neither  b  this  thf 
worft  part  of  the  (lory ;  for  although  the  Dutch 
did  indeed  fend  their  own  quota  of  four  thoufiod 

*  JVwoMvy,  ctn  nerer  be  ufed  with  propriety,  when^  referriflf  19 
three  panics;  ii  d^oM  \3€^amf£,  ot  iof^pmtly^ 
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men  to  Portugal  (which  however  they  would  not 
agree  to  but  upon  condition  that  the  other  two 
thirds  fliould  be  fupplid  by  us)  yet  they  never  took 
care  to  recruit  them  ;  for  in  the  year  1 706,  the 
Portuguefe,  Britifli,  and  Dutch  forces,  having 
marched  with  the  earl  of  Galway  into  Caftile,  and 

,  by  the  noble  conduft  of  that  general  being  forced 
to  retire  into  Valencia,  it  was  found  neceflary  to 
rqifc  a  new  army  on  the  Portugal  fide ;  where  the 
Queen  has,  at  feveral  times,  increafed  her  eftab* 
liihment  to  ttw  thoufand  five  hundred  men  ;  and 
the  Dutch  never  re-placed  one  fingle  man,  nor  paid 
one  penny  of  their  fublidies  to  Portugal  in  fix 
years. 

The  Spaniih  army  on  the  fide  of  Catalonia  is, 
or  ought  to  be,  about  fifty  thoufand  men,  exclu- 
iive  of  Portugal,  And  here  the  war  has  been  car* 
ried  on  almoft  entirely  at  our  coft.  For  this  whole 
army  is  paid  by  the  Queen,  excepting  only  (even 
battalions,  and  fourteen  fquadrons,  of  Dutch  and 

'  Palatines  ;  and  even  fifteen  hundred  of  thcfe  arc 
Jtkewife  in  our  pay  ;  befide  the  fums  given  to  king 
Charles  for  fubfidies,  and  the  maintenance  of  his 
court.  Neither  are  our  troops  at  Gibraltar  includ- 
ed within  this  number.  And  farther,  we  alone 
have  been  at  all  the  charge  of  tranfporting  the 
forces  firft  fent  from  Genoa  to  Barcelona ;  and  of 
all  the  Imperial  recruits  from  time  to  time.  And 
have  likewife  paid  vaft  fums,  as  levy-money,  for 
every  individual  man  and  horfe  fo  furnifhed  to  re- 
cruit ;  although  the  horfes  were  fcarcc  worth  the 
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price  of  tranfportatlon.  But  this  has  been  almcft 
the  conftant  misfortune  of  our  fleet  during  the  prc- 
fent  war ;  inflead  of  being  employed  on  fomc  enter- 
prize  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  or  even  for  the 
protection  of  our  trade,  to  be  wholly  taken  up  ia 
tranfporting  loldicrs. 

V/e  have  actually  conquered  all  Bavaria,  Ulra, 
Augfbourg,  Landau,  and  great  part  of  Alface,  tor 
the  Emperor:  a?id  by  the  troops  we  have  fiir- 
nilhcd,  the  aiinics  we  have  paid,  and  the  divtrlions 
w^e  have  given  to  the  enemies  forces,  have  chiefly 
contributed  to  the  conquefts  of  Milan,  Mautua, 
andMirandola,  and  to  the  recovery  of  the  duchy  of 
Modena,  The  laft  Emperor  drained  the  wealth  of 
thofc  countries  into  his  own  coffers,  without  ia- 
creafmg  his  troops  againil  France  by  fuch  mighty 
acquifitions,  or  yielding  to  the  moft  reafonable  re- 
quefts  we  have  made. 

Of  the  many  towns  we  have  taken  for  the 
Dutch,  we  have  confcntcd,  by  the  barrier-treaty, 
that  all  thofe  which  were  not  in  the  poflefliou  of 
Spain  upon  the  death  of  the  late  catholic  king, 
(hall  be  part  of  the  States  dominions  ;  and  that 
they  fliall  have  the  military  power  in  the  mofl  con- 
fiderablc  of  the  reft  ;  which  is,  in  cfFcdt,  to  be  the 
abfolutc  fovereigns  of  the  whole.  And  the  Hoi* 
landers  have  already  made  fuch  good  ufe  of  their 
time,  that  in  conjundion  with  our  general,  the 
opprcllions  of  Flanders  arc  much  greater  than  ever. 

And  this  treatment,  which  we  have  receiveii 
from  our  two  principal  aiiics,  has  been  pretty  well 

ec^picd 
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topied  by  mofl:  other  princes  in  the  confederacy, 
with  whom  we  have  any  dealings.  For  inftance  : 
feven  Portuguefe  reginaents,  after  the  battle  of  Al- 
toanza,  went  off  with  the  reft  of  that  broken  army 
to  Catalonia  ;  the  king  of  Portugal  faid  he  was 
not  able  to  pay  them  while  they  were  out  of  his 
country  ;  the  Queen  confented  therefore  to  do  it 
herfelf,  provided  the  king  would  raife  as  many 
more  to  fupply  their  place*  This  he  engaged  to 
do,  but  he  never  performed.  Notwithftanding 
which,  his  fubfidies  were  conftantly  paid  him  by 
my  Lord  Godolphin  for  almoft  four  years,  with-* 
out  any  deduftiort  *  upon  account  of  thofe  feven 
regiments;  diredlly  contrary  to  the  feventh  arti- 
cle of  our  ofFenfive  alliance  with  that  crown, 
where  it  is  agreed,  that  a  deduftion  fhall  be  made 
out  of  thofe  fubfidies,  in  proportion  to  the  num* 
bar  of  men  wanting  in  that  complement  which 
the  king  is  to  maintain.  But,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  reafons  for  this  proceeding,  it  feems 
they  are  above  the  undenlanding  of  the  *  pfefeiit 
lord  treafuer  ;  who,  not  entering  into  thofe  re- 
finements of  paying  the  publick  money,  upon 
private  confide  rations,  has  been  fo  uncourtly  as  to 
flop  it.  This  difappointment,  I  fuppofe,  has  put 
the  court  of  Lifbon  upon  other  expedients,  of  raif- 
ing  the  price  of  forage,  fo  as  to  force  us  either  to 
leffeu  our  number  of  troops,  or  be  at  double  ex- 
pence  in  maintaining  them  ;  and  this,  at  a  time 
when  their  own  produfl:,  as  well  as  the  import  of 
cojUy  was  never  greater  ;  and  of  demanding  a  duty 

♦  Earl  of  Ox  ford. 
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upon  the  foldiers  cloaths  we  carried  over  for  thofe 
troops,  which  have  been  their  fole  defence  again& 
an  inveterate  enemy ;  whofe  example  might  have- 
in  fufed  courage,  as  well  as  taught  them  difciplinC| 
if  their  fpirits  had  been  capable  of  receiving 
either. 

Ill  order  to  augment  our  forces  every  year,  m 
the  fame  proportion  as  thofe  for  whom  we  fight 
diminifh   theirs,    we   have  been  obliged  to  hire 
troops  from  feveral  princes  of  the  empire,  whofe . 
minifters  and  refidcnts  here  have  perpetually  impor 
tuned  the  court  with  unreafonable  demands,  under . 
which  our  late  minifters  thought  fit  to  be  paffivc. 
For  thofc  demands  were  always  backed  with  a  threat 
to  recall  their  foldiers;   which   was  a  thing  not  to  ^ 
be  heard  of,  becaufe  it  might  difcontent  the  Dutch. 
In  the  mean  time  thofe  princes  never  fent  their 
contingent  to  the  Emperor,    as  by  the  laws  of  the 
empire  they  are  obliged  to  do ;  but  gave  for  their 
excufc,  that  we  had  already  hired  all  they  could 
poflibly  fpare. 

But,  if  all  this  be  true  ;  if,  according  what  to  I 
have  affirmed,  we  began  this  war  contrary  to  rca- 
ion  ;  if,  as  the  other  party  themfeh^es  upon  all 
occafions  acknowledge,  the  fuccefs  we  have  bad 
was  more  than  w^e  could  rcafonably  expeft;  if, 
after  all  our  fuccefs  \vc  have  not  made  that  ufe  of 
it  which  in  rcafon  we  ought  to  have  done;  if 
we  have  made  weak  and  fooli(h  bargains  with  our 
allies  ;  fuffcred  them  tamely  to  break  every  arti- 
cle, even  in  thofe  bargains  to  our  difadvantagt^ 
and  allowed  them  to  treat  us  with  iafolencc  and 

con- 
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contempt,  at  the  very  inftant  when  we  were  gain- 
ing towns,  provinces  and  kingdoms  for  them,  at 
the  price  of  our  ruin,  and  without  any  profpc£t 
©f  intereft  to  ourfelves  ;  if  we  have  confumed  all 
our  ftrength  in  attacking  the  enemy  on  the  ftron- 
geft  fide,  where  (as  the  old  duke  Schomberg  ex- 
prefled  it)  to  engage  with  France  was  to  take  a  bull 
by  the  horns  ;  and  left  wholly  uattempted  that  part 
of  the  war,  which  could  only  enable  us  to  conti- 
nue or  to  end  it ;  if  all  this,  I  fay,  he  our  cafe,  it 
is  a  very  obvious  quefVion  to  afk,  by  what  motives, 
or  what  management,  we  are  thus  become  the 
dupes  and  bubbles  of  Europe  ?  Sure  it  cannot  be 
owing  to  the  ftupidity  arifing  from  the  coldnefs  of 
our  climate;  fince  thofe  among  our  allies,  who 
have  given  us  moft  reafbn  to  complain,  are  as  far 
removed  from  the  fun  as  ourfelves. 

If,  in  laying  open  the  real  caufes  of  our  prefent 
mifery,  I  am  forced  to  fpeak  with  fome  freedom, 
I  think  it  will  require  no  apology.  Reputation  is 
the  fmalleft  facrifice  thofe  can  make  us,  who  have 
been  the  inftruments  of  our  ruin  ;  becaufe  it  is 
that,  for  which,  in  all  probability,  ihey  have  the 
leaft  value.  So  that  in  expofing  the  aftions  of  fuch 
perfons,  it  cannot  be  laid,  properly  i peaking,  to 
do  them  an  injury.  But  as  it  will  be  iome  fatis- 
faflion  to  our  people  to  know  by  whom  they  hnve 
been  fo  long  abufed  ;  fo  it  may  be  of  great  ufe  to 
us,  and  our  pofterity,  not  to  truft  the  fifcty  of  theif 
country  in  the  ^.ands  of  thofe  who  ad  by  fuch 
principles,  and  from  fuch  motives. 

D  d  2  I  have. 
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I  lir.ve  lilreacly  obferved,   that  when  the  counfdi 
of  ihis  war  were  debated  in  the  late  king's  time, 
a  certain  great  man  was  then  fo  averfe.  from  ca- 
tering into  it,  that  he  rather  chofe  to  give  up  his 
employment,  and  tell  the  king  he  could  ferve  him 
no  longer.     Upon  that  prince's  death,    although 
the  grounds  of  our  quarrel  with  France  had  re- 
ceived no  nianner  of  addition,  yet  this  lord  thought 
fit   to   alter  his  fentiments ;    for   the    fcene  ipi'as 
quite  changed ;   his  lordlhip,   and  the  family  widi 
whom  he  was  engaged  by  fo  complicated  an  al- 
liance, were  in  the  higheft  credit  poflible  with  the 
Queen.     The  treafurer's  ftafF  was  ready  for  his 
lordfliip ;  the  duke  was  to  command  the  army; 
and  the  duchefs,    by  her  employments,  and  the 
favour  ihe  was  poffeffed  of,  to  be  always  neareft 
her  majefty's  pcrfon  ;  by  which,  the  whole  power 
at  home  and  abroad,  would  be  devolved  upon  that 
fiimily.    This  was  a  profped  fo  very  inviting,  that 
to  confefs  the  truth,  it  could  not  be  eafily  with- 
ftood  by  any,   who  have  fo  keen  an  appetite  for 
wealth  or  power.     By  an  agreement  fufequent  to 
the  grand  alliance,  we  were  to  aflifl  the  Dutch  with 
forty  thoufand  men,  all  to  be  commanded  by  the 
duke  of  Marlborough.     So  that  whether  this  war 
was  prudently  begun  or  not,  it  is  plain  that  the 
true  fpring  or  motive  of  it  was,  the  aggrandizing  of 
a  particular  family  ;  and  in  fhort  a  war  of  a  gene- 
ral and  the  miniftry,  and  not  of  the  prince  or  peo- 
ple ;  fince  thofe  very  perfons  were  againft  it,  when 
they  knew  the  power,  and  confequently  the  pro- 
fit, would  be  in  other  hands. 

With 
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.With  thefe  meafures  fell  in  all  that  fet  of  peo- 
ple, who  are  called  the  monied  men  ;  fuch  as  had 
raifed  vaft  fums  by  trading  with  flocks  and  funds, 
and  lending  upon  great  intereft  and  premiums; 
whofe  perpetual  harveft  is  war,  and  whofe  benefi- 
cial way  of  traffick  muft  very  much  decline  by  a 
peace. 

In  that  whole  chain  of  encroachments  made 
upon  us  by  the  Dutch,  which  I  have  above  de- 
duced ;  and  under  thofe  feveral  grofs  impofitions 
from  other  princes  ;  if  any  one  fliould  a(k,  why 
our  general  continued  fo  cafy  to  the  laft  ?  I  know 
no  other  way  fo  probable,  or  indeed  fo  charitable 
to  account  for  it,  as  by  that  unmeafurable  love  of 
wealth,  which  his  bed  friends  allow  to  be  his  pre- 
dominant paflion.  However  I  (hall  wave  any 
thing  that  is  perfonal  upon  this  fubjeft.  I  (hall  fay 
nothing  of  thqfe  great  prefents  made  by  (everal 
princes,  which  the  foldiers  ufed  to  call  winter- 
foraging,  and  faid  it  was  better  than  that  of 
the  fuinmer ;  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  fubtrafted 
out  of  all  the  fubfidies  we  pay  in  thofe  parts,  which 
amounts  to  no  inconfiderable  fum ;  and  laftly,  of 
the  grand  perquifites  in  a  long  fuccefsful  war, 
which  are  fo  amicably  adjufted  between  him  ajid 
the  States. 

But  when  the  war  was  thus  begun,  there  (bon 
fell  in  other  incidents  here  at  home,  which  made 
the  continuance  of  it  neceflfary  for  thofe,  who 
were  the  chief  advifers.  The  whigs  were  at  that 
time  out  of  all  credit  or  coniideratiou.    The  reign- 
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ing  favourites  had  always  carried  what  werecalW 
the  tory  principles,  ^t  leaft  as  high  as  pur  conffr 
tution  could  bear ;  and  moft  others  in  great  em- 
ployments were  wholly  in  the  church  intereflL 
Thefe  laft,  among  whom  were  feveral  perfons  of 
the  greateft  merit,  quality,  and  confequence,  were 
not  able  to  endure  the  many  inftances  of  pride, 
infolcnce,  avarice,  and  ambition,  w4iich  thofe  fa- 
vourites began  fo  early  to  difcover,  nor  to  fee  them 
prefuming  to  be  folc  difpenfers  of  the  royal  favour. 
However,  their  oppofition  was  to  no  purpofe; 
they  wreflled  with  too  great  a  power,  and  were 
foon  crufhed  under  it.  For,  thofe  in  pofleflion, 
finding  they  could  never  be  quiet  in  their  ufurpa- 
tions,  while  others  had  any  credit,  who  were  at 
leaft  upon  an  equal  foot  of  merit,  began  to  make 
overtures  to  the  difcarded  whigs,  who  would  be 
content  with  any  terms  of  accommodation.  Thus 
commenced  this  folemn  league  and  covenant, 
which  has  ever  fince  been  cultivated  with  fo  much 
application.  The  great  traders  in  money  w^erc 
wholly  devoted  to  the  whigs,  who  had  firft  raifed 
them.  The  army,  the  court,  and  the  treafuiy, 
continued  under  the  old  defpotic  admiiiiftrationj 
the  whigs  were  received  into  employment,  left  to 
maiKige  the  parliam.ent,  cry  down  the  landed  in- 
tcreft,  and  worry  thp  church.  Mean  time,  our  al- 
lies, who  were  not  ignqrant  that  all  this  artificial 
flrudurc  had  no  true  foundation  in  tlie  hearts  of 
the  peoj:>le,  refojved  to  make  the  beftufe  of  it  ^8 
long  as  it  fhould  h&.    And  the  general's  credit 

being 
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being  raifed  to  a  great  height  at  home,  by  our  fuc- 
cefs  ill  Flanders,  the  Dutch  began  their  gradual 
impofitions ;  leffening  their  quotas,  breaking  their 
ftipulations,  garrifbning  the  towns  we  took  for 
them,  without  fupplying  their  troops ;  with  many 
other  infringments  :  all  which  were  we  forced  to 
fubmit  to,  becaufe  the  general  was  m^de  eafy ;  be- 
caufe  the  monied  men  at  home  were  fond  of  the 
war  ;  becaufe  the  Whigs  were  not  firmly  fettled  ; 
and  becaufe  that  exorbitant  degree  of  power, 
which  was  built  upon  a  fuppofed  neceflity  of  em- 
ploying particular  perfons,  would  go  off  in  a  peace* 
It  is  needlefs  to  add,  that  the  Emperor,  and  other 
princes,  followed  the  example  of  the  Dutch,  and 
fucceeded  as  well,  for  the  fame  reafons. 

I  have  here  imputed  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
to  the  mutual  indulgence  between  our  general  and 
allies,  wherein  they  both  fo  well  found  their  ac- 
counts ;  to  the  fears  of  the  money-changers,  left 
their  tables  (hould  be  overthrown  ;  to  the  defigns 
of  the  Whigs,  who  apprehended  the  lofs  of  their 
credit  and  employments  in  a  peace ;  and  to  thofe 
at  home,  who  held  their  immoderate  engroflinent# 
of  power  and  favour  by  no  other  tenure,  than  their 
own  prefumption  upon  the  neceflity  of  affairs.  The 
truth  of  this  will  appear  indifputable,  by  confider- 
ing  with  what  unanimity  and  concert  thefe  feve- 
ral  parties  ailed  towards  that  great  end. 

When  the  vote  pafled  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
againft  any  peace  without  *  Spain  being  reftored 

*  It  (b'luld  be—*  vvithru*  Spain's  beinj;  r*ftv>red  &c.*— or,  •  without 
tbc  restoration  of  Spaia  to  the  Aullrian  thniijy/ 

Dd4  to 
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to  the  Auftiian  fatpily,  the  earl  of  Wharton  told  tbe 
houfe,   that  it  was  indeed  impoflible  and  imprac* 
ticable  to  recover  Spain  ;  but  however,  there  were 
certain  reafons  why  fuch  a  vote  (hould  be  made  at 
that  time  ;  which  reafons  wanted  no  explanation: 
for,  the  general  and  the  miniftry  having  refufed  to 
accept  very  advantageous  offers  of  a  peace,  after 
the  battle  of  Ramillies,  were  forced  to  take  in  a  fet 
of  men  with  a  previous  bargan  to  (kreen   them 
from  the  confequences  of  that  mifcarriage.     And 
accordingly,  upon  the  firft  fucceeding  opportunity 
that  fell,  which  was  the-*  prince  of  Denmark's   ' 
death,  the  chief  leaders  of  the  party  were  brought 
into  feveral  great  employments. 

Thus,  when  the  Queen  was  no  longer  able  to 
bear  the  tyranny  and  infolence  of  thofe  ungrate- 
ful fervants,  who,  as  they  waxed  the  fatter,  did 
but  kick  the  more ;  our  two  great  allies  abroad, 
and  our  ftock-jobbers  at  home,  took  immediate 
alarm  ;  applied  the  neareft  way  to  the  throne,  by 
memorials  and  meflages  jointly  direding  her  raa- 
jefty  not  to  change  her  fecretary  or  treafurer ;  who, 
for  the  true  reafons  that  thefe  officious  intermed- 
dlers  demanded  their  continuance,  ought  never  ft> 
have  been  admitted  into  the  leaft  degree  of  truft; 
fince  what  they  did  was  nothing  lefs  than  betray^ 
ing  the  intereft  of  their  native  country,  to  thofe 
princes,  who,   in  their  turns,   were  to  do  what 

they  could  to  fupport  them  hi  power  at  home. 

I- 

♦  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  hufband  lo  ^ccn  ^ncw 

Thus 
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Thus  it  plainly  appears  that  there  was  a  confpH 
racy  on  all  fides  to  go  on  with  thofe  meafures, 
which  muft  perpetuate  the  war  ;  and  a  confpiracy 
founded  upon  the  intereft  and  ambition  of  each 
party ;  which  begot  fo  firm  a  union,  that,  inftea4 
of  wondering  why  it  lafted  fo  long,  I  am  aftoni(hed 
to  think  how  it  came  to  be  broken.  The  pru^ 
dence,  courage,  and  firmneft  of  her  majefty,  ia 
all  the  fteps  of  that  great  change,  would,  if  the 
particulars  were  truly  related,  make  a  very  ihin- 
ing  part  in  her  ftory  ;  nor  is  her  judgement  lefs 
to  be  admired,  which  direfted  her  in  the  choice  of 
perhaps  the  only  perfons,  who  had  Ikill,  credit, 
and  refolution  enough,  to  be  her  inftruments  in 
overthrowing  fo  many  difficulties. 

Some  would  pretend  to  leflen  the  merit  of  this, 
by  telling  us  that  the  rudenefs,  the  tyranny,  the 
oppreflion,  the  ingratitude  of  the  late  favourites 
towards  their  miftrefs.  Were,  no  longer  to  be  home. 
They  produce  inftances  to  (hew  how  her  fnajefty 
was  purfued  through  all  her  retreats,  particularly 
at  Windfor ;  where,  after  the  enemy  had  poffefled 
themfelves  of  every  inch  of  ground,  they  at  laft 
attacked  and  ftormed  the  caftle,  forcing  the  Queen 
to  fly  to  an  adjoining  cottage,  purfuant  to  the  ad- 
vice of  Solomon,  who  tells  us,  "  It  is  better  to  live 
on  the  houfe-top,  than  with  a  fcolding  woman 
in  a  large  houfe/'  They  would  have  it,  that  fuch 
continued  ill  ufage  was  enougli  to  inflame  the 
meekeft  fpirit.  They  blame  the  favourites  in  point 
of  policy,  and  think  it  nothing  extraordinary,  that 

the 
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the  Queen  fhould  be  at  an  end  of  her  patience,  ^ , 
and  refolve  to  dilcard  them.  But  I  am  of  another 
opinion,  and  think  their  proceedings  were  right 
For,  nothing  is  fo  apt  to  break  even  the  bravdl 
fpirits,  as  a  continual  chain  of  oppreffions  ;  Oneiiw 
jury  is  beft  defended  by  a  fecond,  and  this  by  t 
third.  By  thefe  fteps^  the  old  matters  of  the  pa- 
lace in  France  became  mafters  of  the  kingdomt 
and  by  thcfe  fteps,  a  general  during  pleafure,  might 
have  grown  into  a  general  for  life,  and  a  generd 
for  life,  into  a  king.  So  that  I  ftill  iniift  upon  tt 
as  a  wonder,  how  her  majefty,  thus  befieged  oft 
all   fides,  was  able  to  extricate  herfelf. 

Having  thus  mentioned  the  real  caufes,  although 
difguifed  under  fpecious  pretences,  which  have  h  ^ 
long  continued  the  war,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  rea- 
fon  a  little  with  thofe  perlbns,  who  are  agaioA  ] 
any  peace  but  what  they  call  a  good  one  ;  and  ex- 
plain themfelves,  that  no  peace  can  be  good,  with- 
out an  entire  reftoration  of  Spain  to  the  houfe  of 
Auftria.  It  is  to  be  fiippofed,  that  what  I  am  t6 
fay  upon  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  will  have  littfc 
influence  on  thofe,  whofe  particular  ends  or  dc^ 
iigni  of  any  fort  lead  them  to  wifli  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war  :  I  menn  the  general,  and  our  al- 
lies abroad,  the  knot  of  late  favourites  at  home, 
the  body  of  iuch  as  traffick  in  flocks,  and  laftly, 
thnt  fct  of  factious  poHticians,  who  were  fo  vio^ 
lently  bent,  at  leaft  upon  clipping  our  conftitu- 
tiou,  in  church  and  ftate.  Therefore  I  fhall  not 
apply  myfelf  to  any  of  thefe,    but  to  others  io- 

differently. 
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difi^rently,  whether  whigs  or  tories,  whofe  pri- 
vate intereft  is  beft  anfwered  by  the  welfare  of  their 
country,  Apd  if  among  thefe  there  be  any  who 
think  we  ought  to  fight  on  till  king  Charles  be 
quietly  fettled  in  the  monarchy  of  Spain,  I  believe 
there  are  feveral  points  which  they  have  not  tho- 
roughly confidered. 

For,  firft  it  is  be  obferved,  that  this  refolution 
againft  any  peace  without  Spain,  is  a  new  inci- 
dent, grafted  upon  the  original  quarrel  by  the  in- 
trigues of  a  faftion  among  us,  who  prevailed  to 
give  it  the  fanftion  of  a  vote  in  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament, to  juftify  thofe  whofe  interefl  lay  in  per- 
petuating the  war.  And  as.  this  proceeding  was 
againfl  the  praftice  of  all  princes  and  flates,  whofe 
intentions  were  fair  and  honourable  ;  fo  is  it  con- 
trary to  common  prudence,  as  well  as  juftice,  I 
might  add  that  it  was  impious  too,  by  prefuming 
to  controll  events  which  are  only  in  the  hands  of 
God.  Ours,  and  the  States  complaint  againfl 
France  and  Spain,  are  deduced  in  each  of  our  de- 
clarations of  war,  and  our  pretenfions  fpecified  in 
the  eighth  article  of  the  grand  alliance  ;  but  there  is 
not  in  any  of  thefe  the  leafl  mention  of  demanding 
Spain  for  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  or  of  refufing  any 
peace  without  that  condition.  Having  already  made 
an  extrafl:  from  both  declarations  of  war,  I  fhall 
here  give  a  tranflation  of  the  eighth  article  in  the 
grand  alliance,  with  will  put  this  matter  out  of 
ilifputCy 

THE 
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THE  EIGHTH  ARTICLE  OF  THE 
GRAND  ALLIANCE 

WHEN  the  war  is  once  undertaken,  none  of 
the  parties  (hall  have  the  liberty  to  enter  upon  2 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  eneoiy,  but  jointly  and 
in  concert  v/ith  the  othcr6,  J^pr  is  peace  tfi 
be  m?de  without  having  firft  obt^ncd  a  juft  and 
rcafoFiable  fatisfaftion  for  his  C«fareaii  majefljf, 
and  for  his  royal  niajefty  of  Great-Britain,  znA% 
particular  fecurity  to  the  lords  the  States-general,  of 
their  dominions,  provinces,  titles,  navigation  and 
commerce :  and  a  fufficient  provifion  that  the  king* 
doms  of  France  and  Spain  be  never  united,  or  come 
under  the  government  of  the  fame  perfon,  or  tl^t 
the  fame  man  may  never  be  kuig  of  both  king- 
doms ;  and  particularly,  that  the  French  may  ne- 
ver be  in  poflcffion  of  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies; 
and  that  they  may  not  have  the  liberty  of  navi- 
gation, for  conveniency  of  trade,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatfoever,  neither  diredly  nor  indireftly; 
except  it  is  agreed  that  the  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain 
and  Holland  may  have  full  power  to  ufe  and  en- 
joy all  the  fame  privileges,  rights,  immunities, 
and  liberties  of  commerce,  by  land  and  fea,  in 
Spain,  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  in  all  the  places 
and  countries  which  the  late  king  of  Spain,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  was  in  poffeffion  of,  as  well  in 
Europe  as  elfewhere,  as  they  did  tken  ufe  and  en- 
joy; 
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oy  ;  or  which  the  fubefts  of  both,  or  each  nation, 
iould  ufe  and  enjoy,  by  virtue  of  any  right,  ob- 
tained before  the  death  bf  the  faid  king  of  Spain, 
cither  by  treaties,  conventions,  cuftom,  or  any  other 
way  whatfoever. 

Here  we  fee  the  demands  intended  to  be  infixed 
on  by  the  allies  upon  any  treaty  of  peace,  are,  a  . 
juft  and  reafonable  fatisfaftion  for  the  Emperor  and 
king  of  Great  Britain,  a  fecurity  to  the  States- 
general  for  their  dominions,  &c.  and  d,  fxifficient 
provifion  that  France  and  Spain  be  never  united 
under  the  fame  man,  as  king  of  both  kingdoms^ 
The  reft  relates  to  the  liberty  of  trade  and  com- 
•  merce  for  us  and  the  Dutch  ;  but  not  a  fyllable  of 
togaging  to  difpoffefs  the  duke  of  Anjou. 

But  to  know  how  this  new  language,  of  no 
peace  without  Spain,  was  firft  introduced,  and  at 
iaft  prevailed  among  us,  we  muft  begin  a  great 
deal  higher. 

It  was  the  partition  treaty  which  begot  the  will 
in  favour  of  the  duke  of  Anjou  ;  for  this  naturally 
led  the  Spaniards  to  receive  a  prince  fupported  by 
a  great  power,  whofe  intereft,  as  well  as  affec- 
tion, engaged  them  to  preferve  that  monarchy  en- 
tirej  rather  than  to  oppofe  him  in  fovour  of  ano- 
ther family,  who  mull:  expedt  affiftance  from  a 
number  of  confederates,  whofe  principal  members 
had  already  dlfpofed  of  what  did  not  belong  to 
them,  and  by  a  previous  treaty  parceled  out  the  mo- 
narchy of  Spain, 

Thus 
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Thus  the  duke  of  Anjou  got  into  the  full  po^l 
feffion  of  all  the  kingdoms  aud  ftates  belonging  to 
that  monarchy,  as  well  in  he  old  world  as  the  new. 
And  whatever  the  houfe  of  Auftria  pretended  from 
their  memprials  to  us  and  the  States,  it  was  at 
that  time  but  too  apparent,  that  the  inclinations  of 
the  Spaniards  were  on  the  duke*s  fide. 

However,  a  war  was  refolved  on  ;  and,  in  order 
to  carry  it  on  with  great  vigour,  a  grand  allianoc 
formed,  wherein  the  ends  propofed  to  be  obtained 
are  plainly  and  diflinctly  laid  down,  as  I  have 
already  quoted  them.  It  pleafed  God,  in  the  courfe 
of  this  war,  to  blefs  the  arras  of  the  allies  with 
remarkable  fucceffes  ;  by  wliich  we  were  foon  put 
into  a  condition  of  demanding  and  expecting  fuch  . 
terms  of  peace,  as  we  propofed  to  ourfelves  when 
we  began  the  war.  But,  inftead  of  this,  our  vic- 
tories only  ferved  to  lead  us  on  to  farther  vifionaij  . 
profpefts  ;  advantage  was  taken  of  the  fanguinc 
temper  which  fo  many  fuccefles  had  wrought  the 
nation  up  to  ;  new  romantic  views  were  propofed, 
and  the  old,   reafonable,  fober  defign  was  forgot. 

This  was  the  artifice  of  thofe  here,  who  were 
fure  to  grow  richer,  as  the  publick  became  poorer; 
and  who,  after  the  refolutions  whicli  the  two 
houfes  were  prevailed  upon  to  make,  might  have 
carried  on  the  war  with  fafety  to  themfeives,  till 
malt  and  land  were  mortgaged,  till  a  general  ex- 
cife  was  eftablifhed,  and  the  dixiemc  denier  raifcd 
by  collectors  in  redcoats.  And  this  wasjuftthc 
circumftance,  which  it  fuited  their  intcrcft  to  be  in. 
2  The 
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The  houfe   of  Auftria   approved   this   fcheme 
.   with  reafon  ;    (ince,   whatever  would  be  obtained 
-  by  the  blood  and  treafure  of  others,  was  to  ac- 
crue to  that  family,    wliile  they  only  lent  their 

•  name  to  the  caufe. 

The  Dutch  might  perhaps  have  grown  refty 
under  their  burden;  but  care  was  likewife  taken 
of  that,  by  a  barrier- treaty  made  with  the  States, 
which  deferves  fuch  epithets  as  I  care  not  to  be- 
ftow ;  but  may  perhaps  confide r  it,  at  a  proper  oc* 
cafion,  in  a  *  difcourfe  by  itfelf. 

By  this  treaty,  the  condition  of  the  war  with 
refpeft  to  the  Dutch  was  wifely  altered  ;    they 

'   fought  no  longer  for  fecurity,  but  for  grandeur ; 

;    and    we,     inftead   of    labouring   tb   make   them 

•  fafe,   muft  beggar  ourfelves  to  make  them  formi- 
dable. 

Will  any  one  contend,  that  if,  at  the  treaty 
of  Gertruydenburg,  we  could  have  been  fatisfied 
with  fuch  terms  of  a  peace,  as  we  propofed  to 
ourfelves  by  the  grand  alliance,  the  French  would 
not  have  allowed  them  ?  It  is  plain  they  offered 
many  more,  and  much  greater,  than  ever  we 
thought  to  infift  on  when  the  war  began  ;  and 
they  had  reafon  to  grant,  as  well  as  we  to  demand 
them,  iince  the  conditions  of  peace  do  certainly 
turn  upon  events  of  war.  But  furely  there  is  fome 
'  nmeafure  to  be  obferved  in  this  ;  thofe  who  have  de- 
fended the  proceedings  of  our  negotiators  at  the 

*  Wliich  Dirconrfe  follows  next  in  this  Volume. 

treaty 
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treaty  of  Gertruydenburgt  dwell  very  much  upon 
their  zeal  and  patience  in  endeavouring  to  work  the 
French  up  to  their  demands  ;   but  fay  nothing  to 
juftify   thofe   demands,    or  the  probability  ^ 
France  would  ever  accept  them.     Some  of  the  ar- 
ticles in  that  treaty  were  fo  very  extravagant,  that 
in  all  human  probability  we  could  not  have  obtained 
them  by  a  fuccefsful  war  of  forty  years*     One  of 
them    was    inconfiflent    with    common    reafm; 
wherein   the  confederates  referved  to  themielves 
full  liberty  of  demanding  what  farther  conditioDS 
they  (hould   think  fit ;   and   in  the   mean  time 
France  was  to  deliver  up  feveral  of  their  ftrongeft 
towns  in  a  month.  Thefe  articles  were  very  gravdj 
figned  by  our  plenipotentiaries,  and  thofe  of  Hol- 
land ;  but  not  by   the  French,  although  it  ought 
to  have  been  done  interchangeably;    nay,   thqr 
were  brought  over  by  the  fecretary  of  the  embafl^; 
and   the  minifters  here  prevailed  on  the  Qu££ir 
to  execute  a  ratification  of  articles,  which  only  one 
part  had  figned.     This  was  an  abfurdity  in  form 
as  well  as  in  reafon  ;   becaufe  the  vfual  form  of  a 
ratification   is  with   a    preamble,    (hewing,    that 
whereas  our   minifters,    and  thofe  of  the  allies, 
and  of  the  enemy,  have  figned,  &c.     We  ratify, 
&c.     The  perfon  *  who  brought  over  the  articles 
faid  in  all  companies  (and  perhaps  believed)   that  it 
was  a  pity  we  had  not  demanded  more ;   for  the 
French  were  in  a  difpofition  to  refufe  us  nothing 

*  Horaiio  Walpole,  fccrctarj-  to  xhzx  cmba/ljr. 

we 
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Sve  would  afk.  One  of  our  plenipotentiaries  affec- 
ted to  have  the  fame  concern  ;  and  particularly  that 
we  had  not  obtained  fome  farther  fecuritjr  forthe 
empire  on  the  Upper  Rhine. 

What  could  be  the  defigri  of  all  this  grimace 
but  to  aiiiufe  the  people,  and  to  raife  flocks  for 
their  friends  in  the  fecret  to  fell  to  advantage  ?  t 
have  too  great  i  relpeit  for  the  abilities  of  thoft 
who  adled  in  this  negotiation,  to  believe  they  hoped 
for  atiy  other  iffue  from  it,  than  that  tVe  found  hf 
the  event.  Give  toe  leave  to  fuppdfe  the  conti- 
nuance oF  the  war  was  the  thing  at  h<siart  among 
thofe  in  power,  both  abroad  and  at  home ;  and 
then  I  can  eafily  (hew  the  confiftency  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, otheirwife  they  are  wholly  unaccountable 
and  abfurd.  Did  tht)fe  Who  infifted  on  fuch  wild 
demands  ever  fincerely  intend  a  peace  ?  did  they 
1-eally  think,  that  going  6n  with  the  War  was  more 
eligible  for  their  country  than  the  leaft  abatement 
bf  thofe  conditions  ?  was  the  fmalleft  of  them 
worth  fix  millions  a  year,  and  a  hundred  thoufand 
mens  lives  ?  was  there  no  way  to  provide  for  the 
fafety  of  Britain,  or  the  fecurity  of  its  trade,  but 
by  the  French  king^s  turning  his  arms  to  beat  his 
own  grandfon  out  of  Spain  ?  If  thefe  able  ftatef- 
men  were  {o  truly  concerned  for  our  trade,  which 
they  made  the  pretence  of  the  *  war^s  beginning, 

♦  This  fcntcncc  if  badly  arranged,  and  may  be  thu»  amended — *  If 
ihcfc  able  ftatcfinen  were  fo  truly  concerned  for  our  traJct^  .which  ihey 
made  the  prerence  rftJlfe  htituMtngy  as  well  as  cooinuance  of  tliie  war, 

whv  did  they.*  ifc.  "* 

Vol.  111.  Ec  ■  ts 
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as  well  as  continuance ;  why  did  they  fa  ncgleftit 
in  thofe  very  preliminaries,  vfrhere  the  enemy  maidc 
fo  many  conceflions,  and  where  all  that  related  to 
the  advantage  of  Holland,  or  the  other  confede- 
rates, was  exprefsly  fettled  ?     But  whatever  con- 
cerned us,  was  to  be  left  to  a  general  treaty ;  no 
tariff  agreed  on  with  France  or  the  Low-countricSy 
only  the  Scheldc  was  to  remain  fhut,  which  moft 
have  ruined  our  commerce  with  Antwerp.    Out 
trade  With  Spain  was  referred  the  fame  way ;  but 
this  they  will  pretend  to  be  of  no  confequenoe, 
becaufe  that  kingdom  was  to  be.  under  the  houfc 
of  Auftria,  and  we  have  already  made  a  treaty  inth 
king  Charles.  I  have  indeed  heard  of  a  treaty  made 
by  Mr.  Stanhope;  with  that  prince,  for  fettling  our 
commerce  with   Spain  :  but,   whatever   it.  wcrci 
there  was  another  between  us  and  Holland|  which 
went  hand  in  hand  with  it,  I  mean  that  of  barrier, 
wherein  a  claufe  was  inferted,  by  whicli  all  advan- 
tagcs  propofed  for  Britain,  are  to  be  In  conunoo 
with  Holland. 

Another  pomt,  which  I  doubt  thofe  have  not 
confidered  who  are  againft  any  peace  without  Spain, 
is,  that  the  face  of  afiairs  la  Chriflendocn,  iince 
the  Emperor's  death,  has  been  very  much  change 
ed.  By  this  accident,  the  views  and  intercfts  of 
feveral  princes  and  ftates  in  the  alliance,  have  taken 
a  new  turn,  and  I  believe  it  w^ill  be  found  that  ours 
ought  to  do  fo  too.  We  have  fufficiently  blun- 
dered once  already,  by  changing  our  meafurcs  with 
regard  to  a  peace,  while  our  affairs  continued  in 

•    the 
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the  fame  pofture ;  and  it  will  be  too  much  in  con- 
Icience  to  blunder  again,  by  not  changing  the  firflf, 
when  the  others  are  fo  much  altered. 

To  have*  a  prince  of  the  Auftrian  fdmily  on  the 
throne  of  Spairl,  is  undoubtedly  mOfd  defirable 
than  one  df  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  but  to  have 
the  Empire  arid  Spanifli  monarchy  ufiited  in  the 
iame  perfoii,  is  i  dreadful  confideration,  and  di- 
reftly  bppofite  to  that  wife  principle  on  which  the 
eighth  article  of  the  alliance  is  founded. 

To  this  perhaps?  it  will  be  objefled,  that  the  ih- 
dolent  character  of  the  Auftrian  princes,  th6 
wretched  oeconomy  of  that  government,  thd  want 
of  a  nav&l  forte,  the  rfeifaote  diftances- of  their  feve^ 
i*al  territories  from  each  other^  Would  never  fuffer 
an  emperor,  although  at  the  fame  time  king  of 
Spainy  to  become  formidable :  on  the  contrary, 
that  his  dependence  muft  continually  be  on  Oreat 
Britain ;  arid  the  advantages  of  tride,  by  a  peace 
founded  upon  that  condltiori^  W6uld  foon  make  us 
amends  for  all  the  expences  of  the  war* 

In  anfwer  to  this,  let  us  confider  the  circum- 
ftances  we  muft  be  in,  before  fuch  a  peace  could  be;^ 
obtained^  if  it  were  at  all  prafticable.  We  muft  ' 
become  not  only  poor  for  the  prefent,  but  reduced 
by  farther  mortgages  to  a  ftate  of  beggary  for  end- 
lefs  years  to  come.  Compare  fuch  a  weak  condi- 
tion as  this,  with  fo  great  an  acceflion  of  ftrength 
-  to  Auftria  ;  and  th^  determine  how  much  an  Em- 
peror, in  fuch  a  ftate  of  afiairs,  would  either  fear- 
er need  Britain. 

E  e  2  Confider 
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Confider  that  the  comparlfon  is  not  formed  b^ 
tween  a  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  Emperor 
and  King  of  Spain,  and  with  a  prince  of  the  Boui* 
bon  family.  King  of  France  and  Spain ;  but  be- 
tween a  prince  of  the  latter,  only  king  of  Spaiiv, 
and  one  of  the  former,  uniting  both  crowns  in  hii 
own  perfon. 

What  returns  of  gratitude  can  we  expedl  whci 
we  are  no  longer  wanted  ?•  Has  all  that  wc  have 
hitherto  done  for  the  imperial  family  been  taken  as  a 
favour,  or  only  received  as  the  due  of  the  auguftiffim 
cafa  ? 

Will  the  houfe  of  Auftria  yield  the  leaft  acre  of 
land,  the  leafl  article  of  ftrained,  and  even  ufurped 
prerogative,  to  refettle  the  minds  of  thofe  princes  in 
the  alliance,  who  are  alarmed  at  the  conlequenccs 
of  this  turn  of  affairs,  occafioned  by  the  Emperor*s 
death  ?  We  are  affured  it  never  will.  Do  we  then 
imagine  that  thofe  princes  who  dread  the  over; 
grown  power  of  the  Auftrian,  as  much  as  that,  of 
the  Bourbon  family,  will  continue  in  our  aliianQe, 
upon  a  fyftem  contrary  to  that  which  they  engage 
with  us  upon  ?  For  inftance :  what  can  the  duke 
of  Savoy  expeft  In  fuch  a  cafe  ?  Will  he  have  any 
choice  left  him,  but  that  of  being  a  (lave  and  a 
frontier  to  France;  or  a  vaflal,  in  the  utmoft  ex- 
tent of  the  word,  to  the  Imperial  court  ?  Will  he 
not  therefore,  of  the  two  evils,  choofc  the  leaft;  by 
fubmitting  to  a  mafter  who  has  no  immediate  claim 
upon  him,  and  to  whofc  family  he  is  nearly  allied ; 
rather  than  to  another,  who  has  alfo  revived  feveral 
claims  upon  him,  and  threatens  to  revive  more  ? 

Nor 


OF   THE   ALLIES.  421 

Nor  are  the  Dutch  more  incUned  than  the  reft 
of  Europe,  that  the  Empire*  and  Spain  fhould  be 
united  in  king  Charles,  whatever  they  may  now 
pretend.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  known  to  feveral 
perfons,  that  upon  the  death  of  the  late  emperor 
Jofeph,  the  States  refolved  that  thofe  two  powers 
ftiould  not  be  joined  in  the  fame  perfon  ;  and  this 
they  determined  as  a  fundamental  maxim  by  which 
they  intended  to  proceed.  So  that  Spain  was  firft 
given  up  by  them  ;  and  fince  they  maintain  no 
troops  in  that  kingdom,  it  fhould  feem  that  they 
Linderftand  the  duke  of  Anjou  to  be  lawful  mo- 
[larch. 

Thirdly,  Thofe  who  are  againft  any  peace  with- 
out Spain,  if  they  be  fuch  as  no  way  find  their  pri- 
vate account  by  the  war,  may  perhaps  change  their 
entiments,  if  they  will  refled  a  little  upon  our 
JTefent  condition. 

I  had  two  reafons  for  not  fooner  puhlifliing  this 
Kfcourfe ;  the  firft  was,  becaufe  I  would  give  way 
o  others,  who  might  argue  very  well  upon  the 
ame  fubjecSt  from  general  topicks  and  reafbn,  al- 
hough  they  might  be  ignorant  of  feveral  fails, 
vhich  I  had  the  opportunity  to  know.  The  fecond 
vas,  becaufe  I  found  it  would  be  neceflary,  in  the 
rourfe  of  this  argument,  to  fay  fomething  of  the 
bte  to  which  the  war  has  reduced  us ;  at  the  fame 
ime  I  knew,  that  fuch  a  difcovety  ought  to  be 
nade  as  late  as  poflible,  and  at  another  junfture, 
vpuld  not  only  be  very  indifcreet,  but  might  per- 
haps be  dangerous. 

E  e  3  It 
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It  is  the  folly  of  too  many  to  miftake  the  edio 
of  a  London   coffee-houfe,  for  the  voice  of  the 
kingdom.     The  city  cofFee-houfes  have  been  for 
fome  years  filled  with  people,  whofe  fortunes  de- 
pend upon  the  Bank,  Eaft  India,  or  fome  other 
ftock.     Every  new  fund  to  thefe,  is  like  a  new 
mortgage  to   a   ufurer,  whofe  compaffion  for  a 
young  heir,  is  exaftly  the  fame  with  that  of  a 
flpck-jobber,  to  the  landed  gentry.     At  the  court 
cn4  of  the  town,  the  like  place?  of  refort,  are  fre- 
quented either  by  nien  oyt  of  place,   and  confc- 
quQiitly  enemies  to  the  prefen^  miniftry,  or  by  of- 
ficers of  the  army :  no  wonder  then  if  the  general 
cry,  in  all  fuch  nieetings,   be  againft  any  peace^ 
either  with   Spain  or  without ;  which,  in  Qther 
words,  is  no  more  than   this;  that  difcontentcd 
men  defire  another  change  of  the  miniftry ;  that 
foldiers  would  be  glad  to  keep  their  commiffions  \ 
and  that  the  creditors  have  money  ftil|,  and  would 
have  the  debtors  borrow  on  at  the  old  ex^ortiag 
rate,  while  they  have  any  fecurity  to  give. 

Now  to  give  the  moft  ignorant  reader  fome  idea 
of  pur  prelent  circumffances,  ^vithout  troubling 
him  or  myfelf  with  computations  iii  form  ;  every 
body  knows  that  our  land  and  malt  tax  amount 
annually  to  about  two  millions  and  a  half.  Ail 
other  branches  of  the  revenue  are  mortgaged  to 
pay  intereft  for  what  we  have  already  borrowed. 
The  yearly  charge  of  the  war  is  ufually  about  fix 
riiiUions ;  to  make  up  which  fum,  we  are  forced 
to  take  up,  on  the  credit  of  new  funds,  about  three 

millioos 
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millions  and  a  half.  This  laft  year,  the  com- 
puted charge  of  the  war,  came  tc  above  a  million 
more  than  all  the  funds  the  parliament  could  con- 
trive were  fufficient  to  pay  intercft  for ;  and  fo  we 
have  been  forced  to  divide  a  deficiency  of  twelve 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  among  the  feveral  bran- 
ches of  our  expence*  This  is  a  demonftration  that 
if  the  war  be  to  laft  another  campaign,  it  will  be 
impoffible  to  find  funds  for  fupplying  it,  without 
mortgaging  the  malt  tax,  or  taking  fome  other 
method  equally  defperate. 

If  the  peace  be  made  this  winter,  we  are  then  to 
confider  what  circumftances  we  (hall  be  in  towards 
paying  a  debt  of  about  fifty  millions,  which  is  a 
iixth  part  of  the  purchafe  of  the  .whole  ifland  if  it 
were  to  be  fold,  ' 

Tow^irds  clearing  ourfelves  of  this  monftrous  in* 
cumbrance,  fome  of  thefe  annuities  will  expire,  or 
pay  off  the  principal  in  thirty,  forty,  or  a  hun- 
dred years ;  the  bu^k  of  the  debt  muft  be  Jeflened 
gradually  by  the  heft  managernent  we  can,  oitt  of 
what  will  remain  of  the  land  and  malt-taxes,  after 
paying  guards  and  garrifons,  and  maintaining  and 
fupplying  our  fleet  in  the  time  of  peace,  I  have 
not  (kill  enough  to  compute  what  will  be  left, 
after  thefe  ncceffary  charges,  towards  annually 
clearing  fo  vaft  a  debt ;  but  believe  it  muft  be  very 
little  ;  however,  it  is  plain  that  both  thefe  taxes 
muft  be  continued,  as  well  for  fupporting  the  go- 
vernment, as  becaufe  we  have  no  other  means  for 
toaying  off  th^  principal.     And  fo  likewife  muft 

Ee4  ^  aU 
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all  the  other  funds  remain  for  paying  the  intcR^ 
How  long  a  time  this  niuft  require,  how  ftcadj 
an  adminiftration,  ^nd  how  undifhirbed  a  flate 
of  affairs  both  at  hope  and  abfoad,  Icf  pthers  der 
termlne* 

However,  fame  people  think  all  this  very  rai- 
fonable ;  and  that  fmce  the  flruggle  has  been  for 
peace  and  fafety,    pofterity,  which  is  to  partake 
of  the  benefit,  pught  to  (hare  in  the  cxpence :  a$ 
if  at  the  breaking  out  of  this  war,  there  had  been 
fuch  a  conjuncture  of  afi^irs,  a$  never  happened 
before,   ppr  would  ever  happen  again.     It  is  won- 
derful that  pur  anceftors,  i^  all  their  wars,  fhoul4 
pever  fall  under  fuch  a  neceffity ;  that  we  meet 
no  examples  of  it  in  Greece  and  Rome  ;  that  no 
other  nation  in  Europe  ever  knew  any  thing  li^ 
it,  except  Spain  abput  a  hundred  and  twej^ty  yean 
ago,  when  tljey  drew  jt  upqn  tbcpafplvcs  by  thdr 
own  folly,  and  have  fuffered  for  it  ever  fipce ;  no 
doubt  we  fliajl  teach  pofterity  wif^na^  but  they 
will  be  apt  to  think  the  purchaie  too  dear,   and  I 
wifh  they  may  ftand  to  the  bargain  wc  have  made 
in  their  nanies. 

It  is  eajfy  to  entail  debt?  op  fucceediog  ages,  and 
to  hope  they  virjll  be  ablfe  and  willing  to  pay  them ; 
but  how  tq  enfure  peace  for  apy  term  of  years, 
is  diffipult  enough  to  apprehend*  WiU  hpman  nt^ 
ture  ever  ceafe  ta  have  the  fame  paffions  ;  princ^! 
^o  entertain  d^^gns  of  intereft  or  aaibition ;  an4 
pccalions  of  quarrel  to  arife  ?  May  not  we  ourie)vei)p 
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3y  the  viiriety  of  events  and  incidents  which  hap- 
pen in  the  wprld,  be  under  a  neceffity  of  recover* 
ng  towns,  out  of  the  very  hands  of  thofe,  for 
ivhom  we  are  now  ruining  our  country  to  take 
:hem  ?  Neither  can  it  be  faid,  that  thofe  ftates, 
ivith  whom  we  may  probably  differ,  will  be  in 
13  bad  a  condition  as  ourfelves  ;  for  by  the  circura- 
lances  of  our  fituation,  and  the  impofitions  of  our 
lilies,  we  are  more  exhaufted  than  ehher  they  or 
:he  enemy ;  and  by  the  nature  of  our  govern- 
nent,  the  corruption  of  our  manners,  and  the  op- 
x)fition  of  fiidions,  vve  fliall  be  more  flow  in  reco- 
vering. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  a  mighty  comfort  to  our 
yrandchildren,  when  they  fee  a  few  rags  hung  up 
a  Weftminfter-hall,  which  coft  a  hundred  mil- 
ions,  whereof  they  arc  paying  the  arrears,  to  boaft, 
IS  beggars  dp,  that  their  grandfathers  were  rich 
md  great, 

I  have  often  refleded  on  that  miftaken  notion  of 
rredit,  fo  boafted  of  by  the  advocates  of  the  late 
-niniftry :  was  not  all  that  credit  built  upon  funds 
•aifed  by  the  landed  men,  who(n  they  now  lb 
xiuch  hate  and  defpife  ?  is  not  the  greateft  part 
>f  thofe  funds  raifed  from  the  growth  and  produd 
)f  land  }  muft  not  the  whole  debt  ^  entirely  paid, 
md  our  fleets  and  garrifpns  be  maintained,  by 
:he  land  and  malt  tax  after  a  peace  ?  If  they  call 
t  credit  to  run  ten  millions  in  debt  without  par- 
ianientary  fecurity,  by  which  the  public  is  do- 
Tauded  of  almoft  half;  I  muft  think  fuch  credit 

to 
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to  be  dangerous,  illegal^  and  perhaps  treafonaUe.  |1 
Neither  has  any  thing  gone  farther  to  ruin  the 
nation  than  their  boafted  credit.  For  my  owtl 
part,  when  I  faw  this  falfe  credit  fink  upon  ^ 
change  of  the  miniftry,  I  was  lingular  enough  tt 
conceive  it  a  good  omen.  It  feemed  as  if  the 
young  extravagant  heir  had  got  a  new  ftewar^ 
and  was  refolved  to  lopk  into  his  eftate  befeit 
things  grew  defperate,  which  made  the  ufuren 
forbear  feeding  him  with  money,  as  they  ufed  ta 
do. 

Since  the  monied  men  are  fb  fond  of  war,  I 
fhould  be  glad  they  would  furnifh  out  one  can^ 
paign  at  their  own  charge :  it  is  not  above  fix  or 
feven  millions  ;  and  I  dare  engage  to  make  it  oo^ 
that  when  they  have  done  this,  inflead  of  cooto- 
buting  ^  equal  to  the  landed  men^  they  will  have 
their  full  principal  and  intereft  at  fix  per  cent*  ip- 
maining,  of  all  the  money  they  ever  lent  to  the 
government. 

Without  this  refource,  or  fome  other  equally 
miraculous,  it  i^  impoflible  for  us  to  continue  the 
war  upon  the  fame  foot.  I  have  already  obferved, 
that  the  laft  funds  of  iutereft  fell  fliort  above  a 
million,  although  the  perfpns  moft  converfant  in 
ways  and  means  employed  their  utmofl  inventioni 
fo  that  of  neceflity  we  muft  be  ilill  more  defec* 
tive  next  campaign.  But  perhaps  our  allies  viU 
make  up  this  deficiency  on  pur  fide,  by  great  cf» 

*  Here  the  Adjefliire  is  improperly  ufed  inflrad  of  the  adverb;  it 
ihculd  be-«*  iniUad  of  cofitfibating  ^fM^^  ^A  the  landed  men/  ftc 

forts 
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^ts  on  their  own.    Quite  tb^  cpntraxy ;  both  the 
ISaiperor  and  Holland  failed  this  year  in  feVeral 
articles ;  and  figntfied  to  us  fome  time  ago^  that 
tl^ey  cannot  keep  up  to  the  fame  proportions  in 
Ithe  nextc     We  have  gained  a  noble  barrier  for  the 
Utter,  and  they  have  nothing  more  to  demand  or 
jdefire.     The  Emperpr,  however  fanguine  he  may 
now  affed  to  appear,  will,  I  fuppofe,  be  fatisfiwi 
with  Naples,  'Sicily,  Milan,  and  his  other  acqui* 
iitions^   rather  than  engage  in  a  long  hopelefs  war, 
for  the  recovery  of  Spain,  tq  which  his  allies  the 
Dutch  will  neither  give  their  affiftance,  nor  con- 
fent.     So  that,  fince  we  have  done  their  bu'finefs, 
fince  tljey  hjive  no  farther  fervice  of  our  arms, 
and  we  have  no  more  money  to  give  them ;  and 
laftly,   fince  we  neither  defire  any  recompence, 
nor  expert  any  thanks,  we  ought  in  pity  to  be  dif- 
mi0ad,  and  have  leave  to  fliift  for  ourfelves.  They 
ar^  ripe  for  a  peace,  to  enjoy  and  cultivate  what 
we  have  conquered  for  them :  and  fo  are  we  to 
recover,  if  poilible,  the  effeds  of  their  hardfhips 
upon  115.     The  firft  qvertures   from  France  are 
made  to  England  upon  fafe  and  honourable  terms  ; 
we  who  bore  tjie  burden  of  the  war,  ought  ia 
rea^  to  have  the  greateA  fhare  in  making  the 
peace.     If  we  do  not  hearken  to  a  peace,  others  cer- 
tainly will,  and  get  the  advantage  of  us  there,  as 
tliey  have  done  in  the  war.     We  know  the  Dutch 
have  perpetually  threatened  us,  that  they  would 
pnter  into  feparate  meafures  of  a  peace  ;  and  by 
the  ftrength  of  fhat   argument,    as  well  as  by 

other 
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other  powerful  motives^  prevailed  on  thofe  ^ 
were  then  at  the  helm,  to  comply  with  them  ca 
any  terms,  rather  than  put  an  end  to  a  war, 
which  every  year  brought  ♦  them  fuch  great  acccf* 
lions  to  their  wealth  and  power*  Whoever  £dh 
off,  a  peace  will  follow ;  and  then  we  muft  be 
content  with  fuch  conditions,  as  our  allies,  oat 
of  their  great  concern  for  our  fafety  and  interdli 
will  pleafe  to  choofe.  They  have  no  farther  oc- 
cafion  for  fighting,  they  have  gained  their  p<Mnt^ 
and  they  now  tell  us  it  is  our  war ;  fo  that^  in 
common  juflice,  it  ought  to  be  our  peace. 

All  we  can  propofe  by  the  defperate  fleps  of 
pawning  our  land  or  malt  tax,  or  erecting  a  gc^ 
neral  excife,  is  only  to  raife  a  fund  of  interdft  for 
running  as  annually  four  millions  farther  in  debt^ 
without  any  profpeft  of  ending  the  war  fo  well 
as  we  can  do  at  prefent.  And  when  we  have  fimk 
the  only  unengaged  revenues  we  had  left,  our  in- 
cumbrances mufl  of  neceffity  remain  perpetual. 

We  have  hitherto  lived  upon  expedients,  which, 
in  time,  will  certainly  deflroy  any  confHtution, 
whether  civil  or  natural ;  and  there  was  no  coun- 
try in  Chriflendom  had  lefs  occafion  for  them  than 
ours.  We  have  dieted  a  heathy  body  into  a  con- 
fumption,  by  plying  it  with  phyiick  inftead  of  food* 

^  Br0ugbt  thim^  Is  only  a  (hort^r  mpd^of  eiprefliofi  for  bioi^lit# 
them  :  let  us  read  the  Sentence  fo,  and  it's  impropriety  will  be  appa- 
rent.— «  which  every  year  brought  to  them  fuch  great  acceffion  * 
their  wealth  and  power.  It  ihould  be  either  — ^  which  every  yfir 
brought  fuch  acceflton  to  their  wealth  and  power— or»  vhick  evfry 
y€.ir  brtuight  tbem  Aicb  aceef&on  of  wealth  apd  power.' 

Art 
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Art  will  help  us  no  longer,  and  if  we  cannot  re^ 
cover  by  letting  the  remains  of  nature  work^  we 
muft  inevitably  die. 

What  arts  have  been  ufed  Co  poflefs  the  peorple 
with  z  ftrong  delufion,  that  Britain  mufl  inf^ibly 
be  ruined,  without:  the  recovery  of  Spain  to  the 
boufe  of  Auftria  ?  making  the  fafety  of  a  great 
ancl  powerful  kingdom,  as  ours  was  then,  to  de« 
pcnd  upon  an  event,  which,  even  after  a  war  of 
miraculous  fucceffes,  proves  impradicable.  As  if 
princes  and  great  minifters  could  find  no  way  of 
fettling  the  public  tranquillity,  without  changing 
the  pofleffions  of  kuigdoms,  and  forcing  fovereigns 
upon  a  people  againft  their  inclinations.  Is  there 
no  fecurity  for  the  ifland  of  Britain,  unlefs  a  king 
of  Spain  be  dethroned  by  the  hands  of  his  grand- 
father ?  Has  the  enemy  no  cautionary  towns  and 
fea-ports  to  give  us  for  fecuring  trade  ?  Can  he 
not  deliver  us  pofleffion  of  fuch  places  as  would 
put  him  in  a  worfe  condition,  whenever  he  fhould 
perfidiouly  renew  the  war  ?  The  prefent  kuig  of 
France  has  but  few  years  to  live  by  the  courfe  of 
nature,  and  doubtlefe  woujd  derfire  to  end  his  days 
in  peace.  Grandfathers,  in  private  families,  are 
not  obferved  to  have  great  influence  on  their  grand* 
fons ;  and  I  believe  they  have  much  lefs  among 
princes  :  however,  when  the  authority  of  a  parent 
is  gone,  is  it  likely  that  Philip  will  be  dire£ted  by 
a  brother,  againft  his  own  intereft,  and  that  of 
his  fubjefts }  Have  not  thofe  two  realms  their  fe- 
parate  maxims  of  policy,  which  muft  operate  in 

the 
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the  times  of  peace  }  Thefe,  at  leaft»  arepiobaibiiibe^ 
and  cheaper  hy  {it,  millions  a  year  than  recdveiitg 
Spaiti^  or  continuing  the  war^  both  whieh  ficdi 
iftbrolulely  impoffibie^. 

But  the  dommon  queftioa  10,  if  We  ihtift  tat 
furrender  Spain»  vihat  have  we  been  fighting  ibr 
all  this  while  I  The  anfwer  is  iteady :  we-  hsm 
been  fightmg  for  the  ruin  of  the  public  interefi, 
and  the  advancement  of  a  private*  We  have  faeeft 
fighting  to  raife  the  wealth  and  grandeur  of  a  p» 
ticular  family ;  to  enrich  ufurers  and  flock-jobbciii 
and  to  cultivate  the  pernicious  defigns  of  a  fading 
by  deftroying  the  landed  intereft.  The  nation  h6 
gins  now  to  think  thefe  bleffings  ate  not  vnoA 
fighting  for  any  longer,  afld  therefore  defiits  a 
peace. 

But  the  advocates  on  the  other  fide  cry  otti 
that  we  might  haVe  had  a  better  peace,  than  is 
now  in  agitation,  above  two  years  ago.  Suppofiog 
this  to  be  true,  I  do  aflert,  that  by  parity  cf  «• 
fon,  we  muft  exped:  one  juft  fo  mttch  the  worie 
about  two  years  hence.  If  thofe  in  power  ctnUA 
then  have  given  us  a  better  peace^  more  is  their 
infamy  and  guilt  that  they  did  it  not.  Why  did 
they  infift  upon  conditions,  which  they  wert  CW 
tain  would  never  be  granted  ?  We  allow,  it  was  in 
their  power  to  have  put  a  good  end  to  the  war, 
and  left  the  nation  in  fome  hope  of  rccoveruig  it- 
felt.  And  this  is  what  we  charge  them  with,  as 
aulWcrable  to  God,  their  country,  and  pofterity; 
tliat  the  bleeding  condition  of  their  fellow-fubjcfts, 

vrzs 
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7SS  a  feather  in  the  balance  with  th^c  privcata 

ttds.  .      ,  V     r        ' 

When  we  offer  to  lament  the  heavy  deb^l  and 
overty  of  ther  natiop,.  ifc  i?i.pl$^fantf't0,)ieariome 
oen  anfwer  all  that  can.b^  faidn.  b^.ccytf^up  the 
K>wer  of  England,  the  courage,  of  JEui^land,  the 
nexhauflible  riches  of  England.  XJbtav.e  heard  a 
nan  ^  very^/ai^ui^e  uponithia  fubj^  with  a  good 
employment  fo*-lifd,  andi  a  hundred  thoufand 
y>vinds  in  the  ^nds,  bidding  us  take  courage^  and 
pearranting,  that  all  would  go  welL  This  is  the 
iyle  of  men  at  eafe,  who  lay  heavy  burthens 
jpon  others,  which  they  would  not  touch  with 
»e  of  their  fingers.  I  have  known  fbme  people 
fuch  ill  computers,  as  to  imagine  the  many  mil- 
lions in  flocks  and  annuities  are  fb  much  real 
wrealth  in  the  nation;  whereas  every  farthing^  of 
jt  is  entirely  loft  to  us,  (battered  in  Holland,  Ger- 
many, and  S^pain  ;  and  the  landed  men,  who  now 
pay  the  intereft,  muft  at  laft  pay  the  principal. 

Fourthly,'  thofe  who  are  againft  any  peace  with* 
out  Spain,  have,  I  doubt,  been  ill  informed  as  to 
the  low  condition  of  France,  and  the  mighty  con- 
fequences  of  our  fuccefles.  As  to  the  firft,  it 
muft  be  confeffed,  that  after  the  battle  of  Ramil*' 
lies,  the  French  were  fo  difcouraged  with  their 
frequent  loffes,  and  fo  impatient  for  a  peace,  that 
their  king  was  refolved  to  comply  upon  any  reafon- 
able  terms.  But,  when  his  fubjefts  were  informed 
of  our  exorbitant  demands,  they  grew  jealous  of 
his  honour^  and  were  unanimous  to  afiift  htm  in 
«  The  Lord  HaHf^^ 

con- 
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eontinmrig  the  war  at  any  hazard^    nlther  iSm 
{ubmit.    This  fully  rcftorcd  his  authority ;  vA 
the  fuppliea  he  had  received  frdm  tlitf  Spanifli  Weft- 
Indies,  which  In  all  ar6  oom|Hited  finte  the  war  tt 
amount  to  four  boodred  millions^  of  Ilvres,  ahd  iS 
in  fpecie^  haWeaabled  hiixl  to  pay  his  Uoaps.  Be 
tides,   the  nioney  is  fpeht  !a  hit  bwti  codntiyi 
and  he  has  fiace  Waged  war  in  thei  Mcift  thrift/ 
manner^   by  aAing  oil  the  deftnfive :   compound^ 
ing  with  us  every  campaign  for  a  town,  which 
cofts  us  fifty  times  more  than  it's  worth,  either  ss 
to  the  value  or  the  confequences.     Then  he  is  at 
no  charge  for  a  fleet,  farther  than  providing  pti* 
vateers,  wherewith  his  fubjefts  carry  on  a  piratical 
war  at  their  own  expence,  and  he  (hares  in  the 
profit ;  which  has  been  very  confiderable  to  France^ 
and  of  infinite  difadvantage  to  us,    not  only  hf 
the  perpetual  lofles  we  have  fuflcred,  to  an  im- 
menfe  value,   but  by  the  general  difcoxiragemcnt 
of  trade,  on  which  we  fo  much  depend.     All  this 
confidered,  with  the  circumftances  of  that  govern- 
ment, where  the  prince  is  mailer  of  the  lives  and 
^rtunes  of  fo  mighty  a  kingdom,  fhews  that  mo* 
haroli  not  to  be  fo  funk  in  his  afiairs  as  we  have 
imagined,  and  have  long  flattered  ourfelves  with 
the  hopes  ♦  of. 

Thofe  who  are  againft  any  peace  without  Spain, 
feem  like  wife  to  have  been  miftaken  in  judging 

*  Here  is  another  lodance  of  a  (enrence  finiflied  by  a  prqxifinon; 
it  would  be  better  arranged  thus*-<  and  with  tUc  horei  of  which  «c 
]^V€  fo  lont;  flattered  out  (plves.* 

Ott 
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cur  viftories,  and  other  fuccefles,  to  have  been  of 
greater  confequence  than  they  really  were. 
•  When  our  armies  take  a  town  in  Flanders,  the 
•Dutch  aire  immediately  put  Into  pofleffion,  and  wc 
at  home  make  bonfires.  I  have  focnetimes  pitied 
the  deluded  people,  to  fee  them  fquander  away 
their  fuel  to  fo  little  purpofe.  For  example  :  what, 
is  it  to  us  that  Bouchain  is  taken,  about  which 
the  warlike  politicians  of  the  cofFec-houfe  make 
fuch  a  clutter  ?  What  though  the  garrilbn  furren- 
dered  prifoners  of  war,  and  in  fight  of  the  enemy  ? 
wc  are  not  now  in  a  condition  to  be  fed  with  points 
of  honour.  What  advantage  have  we,  but  that  of 
'{pending  three  or  four  millions  more  to  get  ano- 
ther town  for  the  States,  which  may  open  them  a 
new  country  for  contributions,  and  increafe  the 
perquifites  of  the  general  ? 

In  that  war  of  ten  years  under  the  late  king, 
when  our  commanders  and  foldiers  were  raw  and 
unexperienced,  in  comparifon  of  what  they  are  at 
prefent,  we  loft  battles  and  towns,  as  well  as  wc 
g^ned  them  of  late,  fince  thofe  gentlemen  have 
better  learned  their  trade ;  yet  we  bore  up  then, 
as  the  French  do  now :  nor  was  there  any  thing 
dccifive  in  their  fucceffes  ;  they  grew  weary  as  well 
as  we,  and  at  laft  consented  to  a  peace,  under 
which  we  might  have  been  happy  enough,  if  it 
had  not  been  followed  by  that  wife  treaty  of 
partition,  which  revived  the  flame  that  has 
lafted  ever  fince.  I  fee  nothing  elfe  in  the  mo- 
!dern  way  of  making  war,  but  that  the  fide 
which  can  hold  out  lorigeft,  will  end  it  with  moft 

Vol.  hi.  F  f  advaat 
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advantage,    Iii  fuch  a  clofe  cuontry  as  FlaodcR, 
where  it  is  carried  on  by  fieges,  the  army  that  a& 
ofFenfively,  is  at  a  much  greater  ezpence  of  men 
and  money ;   and  there  is  hardly  a  town  taken,  m 
the  common  forms,  where  the  befiegers  have  not 
the  worfe  of  the  bargain.     I  never  yet  knew  a  fill- 
dicr,  who  would  not  affirm,  that  any  town  mi^ 
be  taken,  if  you  were  content  to  be  at  the  charge* 
If  you  will  count  upon  facrificing  fo  much  bkmd 
and  treafure,  the  reft  is  all  a  regular,   eftablifhd 
method,  which  cannot  fail.     When  the  king  of 
France,  in  the  times  of^  his  grandeur,  fat  down 
before  a  town,  his  generals  and  engineers  wouU 
often  fix  the  day  when  it  (hould  furrender:  the 
enemy,  fenfible  of  all  this,  has  for  fome  yean 
paft,    avoided  *  a  battle,  where  he  has  fo  ill  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  taken  a  furer  way  to  confume  us,  by 
letting  our  courage  evaporate  againft  ftones  and 
rubbifh,  and  facriticing  a  fingle  town  to  a  cam- 
paigUi  which  he  Can  fo  much  better  afford  to  loic, 
than  we  to  take, 

I^aftly,  thofc  who  are  fo  violently  againft  aay 
peace  without  Spain's  being  reftored  to  the  hou(e 
of  Auftria,  have  not  I  believe  caft  their  eye  upon 
a  cloud  gathering  in  the  north,  which  we  have 
helped  to  raife,  and  may  quickly  break  in  a  ftonn 
upon  our  heads. 

The  northern  war  has  been  on  foot  almoft  evtr 
fuice  our  breach  with  France.    The  fuccefs  of  it 

*  This  exprclTion  admits  of  ambiguirv;  a  battle  feems  to  point  M 

fome  particalar  engagement,  inftcad  of  battle  in  general ;  tlie  aitidi 

therefore  ihould  be  kft  put,  and  it  ihould  bt  wtittcn  #vi£db/i«fifc  • 

• 
IS 
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Is  A^rious;  but  one  cffed:  to  be  apprehended  was 
always  the  fame,  that  fooner  or  later  it  would  in- 
volve us  in  its  confequences ;  and  that  whenever 
this  happened,  let  our  fuccefs  be  *  never  fo  great 
againft  France,  from  that  moment  France  would 
-  have  the  advantage. 

By  our  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Travendall,  we 
•were  obliged  to  hinder  the  king  of  Denmark  from 
engaging  in  a  war  with  Sweden.  It  was  at  that 
time  underflood  by  all  parties,  and  fo  declared  even 
by  the  Britifh  minifters,  that  this  engagement  fpe- 
cially  regarded  Denmark's  not  aflifting  king  Auguf- 
tus.  But  however,  if  this  had  not  been  fo,  yet 
our  obligation  to  Sweden  flood  in  force  by  \  irtue  of 
former  treaties  with  that  crown,  which  were  all 
revived  and  confirmed  by  a  fubfequent  one  con- 
cluded at  the  Hague  by  Sir  Jofeph  WiUiamfon  and 
monfieur  Lilienroot,  about  the  latter  end  of  the 
king's  reign. 

However,  the  war  in  the  north  proceeded  ;  and 
our  not  ailifting  Sweden  was  at  leaft  as  well  excufed 
by  the  war  which  we  were  entangled  in,  as  his  not 
cqptributing  his  contingent  to  the  empire,  where- 
of he  is  a  member,  was  excufed  by  the  preflures  he 
lay  under,  having  a  confederacy  to  deal  with. 

In  this  war  the  king  of  Sweden  was  viftorious ; 
and  what  dangers  were  we  not  then  expofed  to  ? 
what  fears  were  we  not  in  ?  He  marched  into  Sax- 
ony ;  and,   if  he  had  really  been  in  the  French  in- 

•  It  fliould  be,  for  rcaTons  before  affigncd,— •  let  our  fuccef*  be  ^v^r 
.  ib^rcat.' 

F  f  2  tcreft. 
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tereft,  might  at  once  have  put  us  under  the  gitatcft 
difficulties.  But  the  torrent  turned  another  waj, 
and  he  contented  himfelf  with  impofing  on  his 
enemy  the  treaty  of  Alt  Raftadt ;  by  which,  kii^ 
Auguftus  makes  an  abfolute  ceffion  of  the  crown 
of  Poland,  renounces  any  title  to  it,  acknowledges 
Staniflaus  ;  and  then  both  he,  and  the  king  of 
Sweden,  join  in  defiring  the  guarantee  of  Ei^- 
land  and  Holland.  The  Queen  did  not  indeed 
give  this  guarantee  in  form ;  but,  as  a  ftep  towards 
it,  the  title  of  king  was  given  t^  Staniflaus  by  a 
letter  from  her  majefty  ;  and  the  ftrongeft  afTuran- 
ces  were  given  to  the  Swedifli  minifter,  in  her  ma- 
jefty's  name,  and  in  a  committee  of  council,  that 
the  guarantee  ftiould  fpeedily  be  granted  ;  and  that 
in  the  mean  while  it  was  the  fame  thing  as  if  the 
forms  were  pafled. 

In  1708,  king  Auguftus  made  the  campaign 
in  Flanders :  what  meafures  he  might  at  that  time 
take,  or  of  what  nature  the  arguments  might  be 
that  he  made  ufe  of,  is  not  known  :  but  immedi- 
ately after,  he  breaks  through  all  he  had  done, 
marches  into  Poland,  and  re-aflumes  the  crown. 

After  this  we  apprehended  that  the  peace  of  the 
empire  might  be  endangered;  and  therefore  entered 
into  an  aft  of  guarantee  for  the  neutrality  of  it. 
The  king  of  Sweden  refufed,  upon  feveral  ac- 
counts, to  fubmit  to  the  terms  of  this  treaty  ;  par- 
ticularly becaufe  we  went  out  of  the  empire  to  co- 
ver Poland  and  Jutland,  but  did  not  go  out  of 
it  to  cover  the  territories  of  Sweden. 

Let 
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Let  us  therefore  confider  what  is  our  cafe  at  pre- 
fent.  If  the  king  of  Sweden  return,  and  get  the 
better,  he  will  think  himfelf  under  no  obligation 
of  having  any  regard  to  the  interefts  of  the  allies ; 
but  will  naturally  purfue,  according  to  his  owa 
expreflion,  his  enemy  wherever  he  jSuds  him.  In 
this  cafe,  the  corps  of  the  neutrality  is  obliged  to 
oppofe  him ;  and  fo  we  are  engaged  in  a  fecond 
war,  before  the  firft  be  ended. 

If  the  northern  cortf^^derates  fucceed  againft  Swe- 
den, how  (hall  we  be  able  to  preferve  the  balance 
of  power  in  the  north,  fo  eflential  to  our  trade,  as 
well  as  in  many  other  refpefts  ?  what  will  be- 
come of  that  great  fupport  of  the  prot^ftant  in- 
tereft  in  Germany,  which  is  the  footing  that  the 
Swedes  now  have  in  the  empire  ?  or  who  (hall  an- 
swer, that  thefe  princes,  after  they  have  fettled 
the  north  to  their  minds,  may  not  take  a  fancy  to 
look  fouthward,  and  make  our  peace  with  France 
according  to  their  own  fchemes  ? 

And  lailly,  if  the  king  of  Pruflia,  the  elector 
of  Hanover,  and  other  princes  whofe  dominions 
lie  contiguous,  be  forced  to  draw  from  thofe  armies 
which  aft  againft  France,  we  mufl.  live  in  hourly 
cxpedation  of  having  thofe  troops  recalled,  which 
they  now  leave  with  us ;  and  this  recal  may  hap- 
pen in  the  midft  of  a  fiege,  or  oi>  the  eve  of  a  bat- 
tle. Is  it  therefore  our  intereft  to  toil  on  in  a  ruin- 
ous war,  for  an  imprafticable  end,  till  one  of  thefe 
cafe  (hall  happen,  or  get  under  (helter  before  the 
ftorm  ? 

F  f  J  Thete 
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There  is  no  dotibt  but  the  prefent  miniftry  (pfo- 
vided  they  could  get  over  the  obligations  of  ho- 
nour and  confcience)  might  find  their  advantage 
in  advifing  the  continuance  of  the  war,   as  well 
as  the  lafl  did,  although  not  in  the  faaie  degree, 
after  the  kingdom  has  been  fo  much  exhatiiled 
They  might  prolong  it,    till  the  parliament  de* 
fire  a  peace  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  leave  them  in 
full  poffefficn  of  power.     Therefore  it  is  plain, 
that  their   proceedings   at  prefent   are   mednt  to 
ferve  their  country,  direftly  againft  £heir  private 
intereft ;  whatever  clamour  may  be  raifed  by  thofe, 
who,  for  the  vilcft  ends,  would  move  hedven  and 
earth  to  oppofe  their  meafurcs.     But  they  think 
it  infinitely  better  to  accept  fuel)  terms  ds  will  fc* 
cure  our  trade^    find  a  fufficient  barrier  foi*  the 
States,  give  reafonable  fatisfaiftion  to  the  Emperor, 
and  reftore  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,    although 
without  adding  Spain  to  the  empire  ;  rather  than 
go  on  in  a  languilhing  way,  upon  the  vain  expec- 
ration  of  fome  irpprobable  turn  for  the  recovery  of 
that  monarchy  out  of  the  Bourbon  family ;  and 
at  laft,  be  forced,  to  a  worfe  peace,  by  fome  of  the 
allies  falling  off,  upon  our  utter  inability  to  conti« 
nue  the  war. 


SOME 


SOME 


REMARKS 

ON    T  H  E 

BARRIER    TREATY 

BETWEEN 
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STATE  S-G  E  N  E  R  A  L. 

To  which  are  added, 

The  faid  Barrier-Treaty,  with  the  two  feparatc  Articles; 
part  of  the  Counter-projeS ;  the  Sentiments  of  Prince 
Eugene  and  Count  Zinzendorf  upon  the  faid  'f  reaty ; 
and  a  Reprefentation  of  the  Engliih  Merchants  at  Bru* 
gcs. 

Written  in  the  Year  mdccxii. 
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WH  E  N  J  publiflied  the   difcourfe  called. 
The  Condua  of  the  Allies,  I  had  thoughts 
cither  pf  inferting,  or  annexing  the  Barrier-Treaty 
^t  lengthy  with  fuch  obferyations  as  I  conceived 
sbight.  be  ufeful  for  public  information  :  but  that 
diiboprfe  tfdeing  up  more  room  tlian  I  defigned, 
^fter  my  iitmoft  endeavours  to  abbreviate  it,  I  con-^ 
tented  myfelf  only  with  making  fome  few  refl^ions 
upon  that  famous  treaty,  fufiicient,  as  I  thought, 
to  anfwer  the  defign  of  my  book.     I  have  fince 
heard,  that  my  readers  in  general  feemcd  to  wifli  I 
had  been  more  particular,  and  have  difcovered  an 
impatience  to  have  that  treaty  made  public,  elpeci- 
ally  fince  it  has  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  com- 
mons. 

That  I  may  give  fbme  light  to  the  reader  who 
is  not  well  verfed  in  thofe  affairs,  he  may  pleafe 
to  know,  that  a  projeft  for  a  treaty  of  barrier 
with  the  States,  was  tranfmitted  hither  from  Hol- 
land ;  but  being  difapproved  of  by  our  court  in 
fcveral  parts,  ^  new  projedt  or  fcheme  of  a  treaty 
was  drawn  up  here,  with  many  additions  and  al- 
terations. This  laft  was  called  the  counter-projeft ; 
and  was  the  meafure,  whereby  the  duke  of  Marl- 
^orough  and  my  lord  Townlhend  were  commanded 
and  inftrufted  to  proceed  in  negotiating  a  treaty 
of  barrier  with  the  States. 

I  have 
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I  have  added  a  traiiflation  of  this  counter-pro* 
je(El  in  thoie  articles  where  it  difi^n  from  thebai- 
rier-treatyt  that  the  reader,  bjr  comparing  them 
together,  may  judge  how  pun^ally  thofe  ncffh 
tiators  obferved  their  infbru&ions.  I  have  likewife 
fub^oined  the  fttitiments' of  prince  BtigetieofSl* 
Toy,  and  the  count  De  Zinzendorf,  relating  to 
this  treaty,  written  (I  fuppofe)  while  it  wasne^ 
gotiating.  And  lafUy,  I  have  added  a  copy  d 
the-  reprefentation  of  the  Briti(h  merchants  it 
Bruge$9  fignifying  what  inconveniences  they  alfea^ 
felt,  and  farther  apprehended  frotn  this  barrkr«> 
treaty. 
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B  ARRlER-TllE  ATT?',  Sec: 


"  M  A  G I N  E  a  realbriablc  per fon  in  GhinA  rcad^ 
L  ing  the  following  treaty,  aftd  one  who  was  ig- 
orant  of  our  afiairs,  or  our  geography ;  he  would 
toceive  their  high  mightineffes  the  Stitcs-gene- 
d,  to  be  fome  vaft  powerful  commonwealth,  likd 
lat  of  Rome  ;  and  Hea  Majesty,  to  be  a  petty 
rince,  like  one  of  thofe  to  whom  thit  republick 
/ould  fometimes  fend  a  diadem  for  a  prefent, 
/hen  they  behaved  themfelves  well,  otherwife'coMld 
lepofe  at  pleafure,   and  place  whoih  they  thought 
it  in  his  ftead.   Such  a  mtan  would  think,  that  the 
kates  had  taken  our  prince  and  us  into  their  pro* 
e£tioil ;  and  in  return,  honoured  us  fo  far  as  to 
nake  ufe  of  our  troops  as  fome  fmall  affiftance  in 
:her  conqucfts,  and  the  enlargement  of  their  em- 
pire, or  to  prevent  the  incurfions  of  Barbarians, 
jpoii  fome  of  their  out-lying  provinces.     But  how 
[xiuft  it  found  in  a  European  ear,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain, 
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tain,  after  maintaining  a  war  for  fo  many  years, 
with  fo  much  glory  and  fuccefs,  and  fuch  prodi^ 
ous  expehce ;  after  faving  the  Empire,  Holland, 
and  Portugal,  and  almoft  recovering  Spain,  (hoold 
towards  the  clofe  of  a  war,  enter  into  a  treaty 
with  fcven  Dutch  provinces,  to  fecurc  to  them  a 
dominion  larger  than  their  own,  which  (he  had 
conquered  for  them  ;  to  undertake  for  a  great  ded 
more,  without  ftipulating  the  leaft  advantage  fo 
herfelf ;  and  accept,  as  an  equivalent,  the  aiean 
condition  of  thofe  States  affifting  to  preferve  her 
Queen  on  the  throne,  whom,  by  God*s  ailiftana, 
flie  is  able  to  defend  againft  all  her  majefty*s  ene- 
mies, and  allies  put  together  ? 

Such  a  wild  bargain  could  never  have  been  made 
for  us,  if  the  States  had  not  found.it  their  intereft 
to  ufe  very  powerftil  motives  with  the  chief  ad- 
vifers  (I  fay  nothing  of  the  perfon  immediately  em- 
ployed) ;  and  if  a  party  here  at  home  had  noti)eea 
refolved,  for  ends  and  purpofes  very  well  known, 
to  continue  the  war  as  long  as  they  had  any  occ?- 
fjoj)  for  it. 

The  counter-prgjeft  of  this  treaty,  made  here 
at  Lpi)don,  was  bad  enough  in  all  confcience :  I 
have  faid  fomething  of  it  in  the  preface ;  her  ma-^ 
jefty*s  niinifters  were  inftru£ted  to  proceed  by  it 
in  their  negotiation.  There  was  one  point  in  that 
projeft,  which  would  have  been  of  confequence 
to  Britain,  and  one  or  two  more  where  the  advan* 
tagcs  of  the  States  were  not  fo  very  exorbitant,  and 
where  fome  care  was  taken  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.^ 

It 
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'^Is  it  poiiible,  that  our  good  allies  and  friends  could 

-.'not  be  brought  to  any  terms  with  us,  unlefs  by 

\ilriking  out  every  particular  that  might  do  us  any 

:  goodt  and  adding  ftill  more  to  thofe  whereby  {o 

much  was  already  granted  ?  For  inftance,  the  arti* 

cie  about  demolifhing  of  Dunkirk  furely  might  have 

,  remained ;  which  was  of  fome  benefit  to  the  States, 

as  well  as  of  mighty  advantage  to  us ;  and  which 

the  French  king  has  lately  yielded  in  one  of  his 

preliminaries,  although  clogged  with  the  demand 

of  an  equivalent,  which  will  owe  its  difficulty  only 

to  this  treaty. 

But  let  me  now  confider  the  treaty  itfelf :  among 
.  the  one  and  twenty  articles  of  which  it  confifts, 
.  only  two  have  any  relation  to  us,  importing  that 
the  Dutch  are  to  be  guarantees  of  our  fucceffion, 
and  are  not   to  enter  into  any  treaty  until  the 
Queen  is  acknowledged  by  France.     We  know 
.  very  well,  that  it  is,  in  confequence,  the  intereft 
of  the  States,  as  much  as  ours,  that  Britain  (hould 
.  be  governed  by  a  proteftant  prince.     Befides,  what 
is  there  more  in  this  guarantee,  than  in  all  com- 
mon leagues  ofienfive  and  defenfive  between  two 
powers,  where  each  is  obliged  to  defend  the  other, 
againft  any  invader,  with  all  their  ftrength  ?  Such 
was  the  grand  alliance  between  the  Emperor,  Bri- 
tain and  Holland ;  which  was,  or  ought  to  have 
been,  as  good  a  guarantee  of  our  fucceffion,  to  all 
.intents  and  purpofes,  as  this  in  the  barrier -treaty^ 
and   the  mutual  engagements   in  fuch  alliances, 
have  been  always  reckoned  fufficient,  without  any 
•  feparate  benefit  to  either  party. 
•  It 
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It  isy  no  doubt,  for  the  intereft  of  Britain,  tbUt 
the  States  (hould  have  a  fufficient  barrier  agabft 
France ;  but  their  high  mtghtinefTes,  for  fbme  few 
years  pad,  have  put  a  different  nieaning  upcm  4ie 
word  barrier,  from  what  it  fprmerly  ufed  to  bear, 
when  applied  to  them.     When  the  late  king  was 
prince  of  Orange,    and  commanded  their  arnues 
againft  France,  it  was  never  once  ima^ned  that 
any  of  the  towns  taken  ihould  belong  to  the  Dutch ; 
they  were  all  immediately  delivered  up  to  their  hw- 
ful  monarch;    and  Flanders  was  only   a  barrier 
to  Holland,  as  it  was  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  ra- 
ther than  France.  So  in  the  grand  alliance  of  1 701 
the  feveral  powers  promifing  to  endeavour  to  reco- 
ver Flanders  for  a  barrier,   was  underftood  to  be 
the  recovering  of  thpfe  provinces  to  the  king  of 
Spain ;    but  in  this  treaty,    the  flyle  is   wholly 
changed :  here  arc  about  twenty  towns  and  forts 
of  great  importance,  with  their  chattellanies  and  de- 
pendencies, (which  dependencies  are  likewife  to  be 
enlarged  as  much  as  poffible)  and  the  whole  reve- 
nues of  them  to  be  under  the  perpetual  military 
government  of  the  Dutch,  by  which,  that  repub- 
lick  will  be  entirely  mafters  of  the  richeft  part  of 
all  Flanders ;    and  upon  any  appearance  of  war, 
they  may  put  their  garrifons  into  any  other  place 
of  the  Low- countries  ;    and  farther,  the  king  of 
Spdn  is  to  give  them  a  revenue  of  four  hundred 
thoufand  crowns  a  year,  to  enable  them  to  maintain 
thofe  garrifons. 

Why  fhould  we  wonder  that  the  Dutch  are  in- 
clined to  perpetuate  the  war,  when,    by  an  ar- 
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licle  in  this  treaty,  the  king  of  Spain  u  not  to  poire& 
Qjx^  iiqgle  tovm  in  the  Low-countries,  until  a  peace 
be  made  ?  The  duke  of  Anjou,  at  the  beginnuigo^ 
thU  war,  maintained  fix  and  thirty  thoufand  mea 
out  of  thoi^  Sp^liiih  provinces  he  then  po0i«i^: 
to  which  if  vc  add  the  many  .towns  iiuc«^  t^^fm^ 
which  }^vc  not  in  the  late  king  of  Spain^spoiiciiiQa 
^t  the  time  of  his  death*  with  all  their,  torrit^ies 
and  dependencies ;  it  is  viiible  what  forces  the 
States  may  be  able  to  keep,  even  without  any  charge 
to  their  peculiar  dominions* 

The  towns  and  chattellanies  of  this  barr«tr  air 
ways  maintained  their  garrifons  when  they  w^pe  ifi 
the  hands  of  France;  and,  as  it  is  reported,:  re- 
turned a  confidcrable  fum  of  moneys  into  the  king's 
coffers;  yet  the  king  of  Spain  i$  oblige^  by  this 
treaty  (as. we  have  already  oWerved)  to  a44  over 
and  above  a  revenue  of  four  hundred  thouiand 
crowns  a  year.  We  know  likewife^  that  a  great 
part  of  the  revenue  gf  the  Spanifti  Netherlands  is 
already  pawned  to  the  States ;  ib  th^t,  aftcr«pe«<ic, 
nothing  will  be  left  to  the  fbver^n,  nor  wiU^he 
people  be  much  eafed  of  the  taxes,  tlicy  at  present 
labour  under,  '   . 

Thus  the  States,  by  virtue  of  this  barrier- treaty, 
will,  in  effeft,  be  abfolute  ibvereigns  of  all 
Flanders,  and  of  the  whole  revenues  in  the  ut- 
moft  extent. 

And  here  I  cannot  without  fbme  contempt  take 
notice  of  a  fort  of  reafoning  offered  by  feveral 
people ;  that  the  many  towns  ve  have  taken  for 

the 
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the  Dutch  are  of  no  advantage,  becaufe  the  ^vbole 
revenues  of  thofe  towns  are  fpent  in  maintaimDg 
them.  For,  firft,  the  fa£t  is  manifeftiy  falie,  pn^ 
ticularly  as  to  Lifle  and  fome  others.  Secondf, 
the  States,  after  a  peace,  are  to  have  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  crowns  a  year  out  of  the  reoiamder 
of  Flanders,  which  is  then  to  be  left  to  Spain. 
And  laftly,  fuppofe  all  thefe  acquired  dominions 
will  not  bring  a  penny  into  their  treafury,  whtf 
can  be  of  greater  confequence,  than  to  be  able  to 
maintaia  a  mighty  army  out  of  their  new  conqueAsi 
which,  before,  they  always  did  by  taxing  their  nsh 
tural  fubje^ls  ? 

How  fliall  we  be  able  to  anfwer  it  to  king  CSiarles 
III,  that  while  we  pretend  to  endeavour  reftoring 
him  to  the  entire  monarchy  of  Spain,  we  join  it 
the  fame  time  with  the  Dutch  to  deprive  him  of 
his  natural  right  to  the  Low  countries  ? 

But  iuppofe,  by  a  Dutch  barrier,  muft  now 
be  underftood  only  what  is  to  be  in  pofieflion  of 
the  States ;  yet,  even  under  this  acceptation  of  the 
word,  nothing  was  originally  meant  except  a  bar- 
rier againft  France;  whereas  feveral  towns  demanded 
by  the  Dutch  in  this  treaty,  can  be  of  no  ufe  at 
all  in  fuch  a  barrier.  And  this  is  the  fentiment 
even  of  prince  Eugene  himfelf,  (the  prefent  ora- 
cle and  idol  of  the  party  here)  who  fays,  that 
Dendermond,  Often  d,  and  the  caflle  of  Grand,  da 
in  no  fort  belong  to  the  barrier ;  nor  can  be  of 
other  ufe  than  to  make  the  States-general  maften 
of  the  Low-countries,  and  hinder  their  trade  widi 

England 
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igland;  and  farther  that  thofe  who  are  acquainted 
th  the  country,  know  very  well,  that  to  fortify 
er  and  Halle,  can  give  no  fecurity  to  the  States 
a  barrier^  but  only  raife  a  jealpufy  in  the  people. 
It  thofe  places  are  only  fortified  in  order  to  block 
Bruffels,  and  the  other  great  towns  of  Brabant. 
In  thofe  towns  of  Flanders  where  the  Dutch 
:  to  have  garrifons,  but  the  ecclefiaftical  and  civil 
wer  to  remain  to  the  king  of  Spain  after  a  peace, 
5  States  have  power  to  fend  arms,  ammunition, 
i  victuals,  without  paying  cuftoms;  under  which 
jtence,  they  will  engrofs  the  whole  trade  of  thofe 
vns,  exclufive  of  all  other  nations. 
This,  prince  Eugene  likewife  forefaw ;  and  in  his 
fervations  upon  this  treaty,  here  annexed,  pro- 
fed  a  remedy  for  it» 

And  if  the  Dutch  fhall  pleafe  to  think  that  the 
lole  Spanifh  Netherlands  are  not  a  fufficient  bar- 
r  for  them,  I  know  no  remedy,  from  the  words 
this  treaty,  but  that  we  muft  ftill  go  on  and 
iquer  for  them  as  long  as  they  pleafe.  For  the 
TEEN  is  obliged,  whenever  a  peace  is  treated,  to 
KTure  for  them  whatever  (hall  be  thought  necef- 
y  befide ;  and  where  their  neceffity  will  termi- 
:e,  is  not  very  ea(y  to  forefee. 
Could  any  of  her  majefty*s  fubjeds  conceive. 
It  in  thofe  very  towns  we  have  taken  for  the 
Itch,  and  given  into  their  poffeffion  as  a  barrier, 
ler  the  States  fhould  demand,  or  our  minifters 
)w,  that  the  fubjedls  of  Britain  fliould,  in  re- 
ft to  their  trade,  be  ufcd  worfe  than  they  were 
Vol.  III.  G  g  under 
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under  the  late  king  of  Spain  ?  yet  this  is  the  hBi^ 
as  monflrous  as  it  appears :  all  goods  going  tb,  or  j 
coming  from  Newport  or  Oftend,  are  to  pay  tfc  j 
ihmc  duties,  as  thofe  that  pafs  by  the  Scheld  mi^  j 
der  the  Dutch  forts  :  and  this,  in  eflfeft,  b  tD  flnit  ] 
out  all  other  nations  from  trading  to  Flander^ 
The  Englifh  merchants  at  Bruges  complaitiy  Aat 
after  they  have  paid  the  king  of  Spain's  dtity  fef 
goods  imported  at  Oftend,  the  fame  goods  are  naade 
liable  to  farther  duties,  when  they  arc  carried  thence 
into  the  towns  of  the  Dutch  new  conquefts ;  aM 
deiire  only  the  fame  privileges  of  trade  they  had 
before  the  death  of  the  late  king  of  Spain,  CharleslT.  ! 
And  in  confequence  of  this  treaty,  the  Dutch 
have  already  taken  off  eight  per  cent,  from  all  ffXtSk  \ 
they  fend  to  the  Spanifh  Flanders,  but  left  it  flSU  '■ 
upon  us. 

But  what  is  very  furprizing,  in  the  very  fame  a^ 
tide,  where  our  good  friends  and  allies,  arc  wholly 
iTiutting  us  out  from  trading  in  thofe  towns  we 
have  conquered  for  them  with  fo  much  blood  and  ' 
treafure,  the  Queen  is  obliged  to  procure,  that 
the  States  fhall  be  ufed  as  favourably  in  tibcir 
trade  over  ail  the  king  of  Spain's  dominions,  as 
her  own  fubjecls,  or  as  the  people  moft  ^voured. 
This  I  humbly  conceive  to  be  perfeft  boys-play ; 
"  Crofs  I  win,  and  pile  *  you  lofe  ;  or  what's  yours 
is  mine,  and  what's  mine  is  my  own."  Now 
if  it  fliould  happen,  that  m  a  treaty  of  peace  foine 

*  The  two  fides  of  our  coin  were  once  nominally  difliAgaUhed  bj 

crcfs  and  pile,  as  chey  are  now  by  heads  and  (aili. 

ports 
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ports  or  towns  (hould  be  yielded  us  for  the  fecurity 
of  our  trade,  in  any  part  of  the  Spanifli  dominions, 
at  how  great  a  diftance  foever,  I  fuppofe  the  Dutch 
ivould  go  on  with  their  boys-play,  and  challenge 
half  by  virtue  of  that  article  :  or  would  they  be 
content  with  military  government  and  the  reve- 
nues, and  reckon  them  among  what  (hall  be  thought 
iieceffary  for  their  barrier  ? 

This  prodigious  article  is  introduced  'as  fubfe- 
^uent  to  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  made  about  the 
year  1648,  at  a  time  when  England  was  in  the  ut- 
moft  cohfufion,  and  very  much  to  our  difadvantage. 
Thofe  parts  in  that  treaty,  fo  unjuft  in  themfelves, 
2(nd  ib  prejudicial  to  our  trade,  ought,  in  reafon, 
to  have  been  remitted,  rather  than  confirmed  upon 
us,  for  the  time  to  come.  But  this  is  Dutch  partner- 
fliip;  to  (hare  in  all  our  beneficial  bargains,  and 
exclude  us  wholly  from  theirs,  even  from  thole 
which  we  have  got  for  them. 

In  one  part  of  The  Condufl:  of  the  Allies, 
among  other  remarks  upon  this  treaty,  I  make  it 
a  queftion,  whether  it  were  right,  in  point  of  po- 
licy or  prudence,  to  call  in  a  foreign  power  to  be 
a  guarantee  to  our  fucceflion  ;  becaufe  by  that 
means  we  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  our  legiflature 
to  alter  the  fucceflion,  how  much  foever  the  neceffity 
of  the  kingdom  may  require  it  ?  To  comply  with 
the  cautions  of  fome  people,  I  explained  my  mean- 
ing in  the  following  editions.  Iwas  aflured,  that  my 
JLord  Chief  Juftice  affirmed,  that  paflage  was  trea- 

G  g  2  fon. 
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ion.  One  of  my  anfwerers,  I  think,  decides  asfi- 
vourably ;  and  I  am  told  that  paragraph  was  rea& 
very  lately  during  a  debate,  with  a  comment  in 
very  injurious  terms,  which  perhaps  might  have 
been  ipared.  That  the  legillature  (hould  have 
j)owcr  to  cliangc  the  lucceflion,  whenever  the  ne- 
ccliitics  of  the  kingdom  require,  is  lb  very  ufefbl 
towards  preferving  our  religion  and  liberty,  that 
I  kiiow  not  how  to  recant.  The  vvorft  of  this  opi- 
nion Is  that  at  firft  fight  it  appears  to  be  whig- 
gilh  ;  but  the  diftinftion  is  thus  :  the  whlgs  are  for 
changing  the  fucceflion  when  they  think  fit,  al- 
thougli  the  entire  legiflature  do  not  confent ;  I  think 
it  oug,ht  never  to  be  done  but  upon  great  neceffity, 
und'that  with  the  fanftion  of  the  whole  legiflature  ■■ 
Do  thf  le  gentlemen  of  Revolution-principles  think 
it  impolilblc  that  we  (hould  ever  haveoccafion  again 
to  change  our  fucceflion  ?  and  if  fuch  an  accident 
fliould  fall  out,  muft  we  have  no  remedy  until 
the  Seven-provinces  will  give  their  confent  ?  Sup- 
pofe  that  this  virulent  party  among  us,  were  as 
able,  as  fome  are  willing,  to  raife  a  rebellion 
for  re-inftating  them  in  power,  and  would  ap- 
ply themfelves  to  the  Dutch,  as  guarentces  of  our 
fucceflion,  to  aflift  them  with  all  their  force,  un- 
der pretence  that  the  Queen  and  miniftry,  a  great 
inrjorlty  of  both  houfes,  and  the  bulk  of  the  peo- 
ple, were  for  bringing  over  France,  popery,  and 
tlie  pretender  ?  Their  high  mightinefles  would,  as 
1  tcik'j  it,  be  fole  judg^^s  of  the  controverfv,  and 

pro- 
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probably  decide  it  fo  well,  that  111  fome  time  we 
might  have  the  happinefs  of  becoming  a  province 
to  Holland.  I  am  humbly  of  opinion,  that  there 
are  two  qualities  neceffary  to  a  reader,  before  his 
judgement  fhould  be  allowed  ;  thefe  are,  common 
honefty,  and  common  fcnfe;  and  that  no  man 
could  have  mifreprefented  that  paragraph  in  my 
difcourfe,  unlefs  he  were  utterly  deftitute  of  one 
or  both. 

The  prefumptive  fucceflbr,  and  her  immediate 
heirs,  have  fo  eftabliflied  a  reputation  in  the  world, 
for  their  piety,  wifdom,  and  humanity,  that  no 
neceflity  of  this  kind  is  likely  to  appear  in  their 
days ;  but  I  muft  ftill  infift,  that  it  is  a  diminu- 
tion to  the  independency  of  the  imperial  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  to  call  at  every  door  for  help  to  put 
our  laws  in  execution.  And  we  ought  to  confider, 
that  if  in  ages  to  come,  fuch  a  prince  fhould  hap- 
pen to  be  in  fucceffion  to  our  throne,  as  (hould 
be  entirely  unable  to  govern ;  that  very  motive 
might  incline  our  guarantees  to  fupport  him,  the 
more  efFeduallv  to  bring  the  rivals  of  their  trade 
into  confufion  and  diforder. 

But  to  return  :  the  Queen  is  here  put  under 
the  unreafonable  obligation  of  being  guarantee  of 
the  whole  barrier- treaty ;  of  the  Dutch  having 
poflcflion  of  the  faid  barrier,  and  the  revenues 
thereof,  before  a  peace ;  of  the  payment  of  four 
hundred  thoufand  crowns  by  the  king  of  Spain  ; 
that  the  States  (hall  poffefs  their  b^rier,  even  bc- 
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giving  him  a  morfel ;  and  upon  his  expoflulating-, 
h^  only  for  anfwer,  "  Why,  firrah,  are  we  not 
come  here  to  proted  you  ?**  And  thus  much  for  this 
generous  invitation  to  all  kings  and  princes  to  lend 
their  afliftance,  and  become  guarantees,  out  of 
pure  good  nature,  for  fecuring  Flanders  to  the 
Dutch. 

.  In  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick  no  care  was  taken  to 
oblige  the  French  king  to  acknowledge  the  right 
of  fucceiHon  in  her  prefent  majefty ;  for  want  of 
which  point  being  then  fettled,  France  refufed  to 
acknowledge  her  for  Queen  of  Great  Britain  af- 
ter the  late  king's  death.  This  unaccountable  negi 
left  (if  it  were  a  negleft)  is  here  called  an  omif- 
fion*,  and  care  is  taken  to  fupply  it  in  the  next 
general  treaty  of  peace.  I  mention  this  occaiion- 
ally,  becaufe  I  have  fome  ftubborn  doubts  with- 
la  me,  whether  it  were  a  wilful  omiflion  or  not. 
NMther  do  I  herein  refleft  in  the  leaft  upon  the 
oi/emory  of  his  late  majefty,  whom  I  entirely  ac- 
quit of  any  imputation  upon  this  matter.  But 
when  I  recollect  the  behaviour,  the  language,  and 
the  principles  of  fome  certain  perfons  in  thofe 
days,  and  compare  them  with  that  omiflion  ;  I  am 
tempted  to  draw  fome  conclufions,  which  a  cer- 
tain party  would  be  more  ready  to  call  falfe  and 
malicious,  than  to  prove  them  fo. 

I  muft  here  take  leave  (becaufe  it  will  not  other- 
wife  fall  in  my  way)  to  fay  a  few  words  in  return 
to  a  gentleman,  I  know  not  of  what  charadtcr  or 

♦  Article  XX. 
G  g  4  call- 
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calling,  who  has  done  me  the  honour  to  witt 
tliree  difcourfes  agahift  that  treatife  of  The  Conduft 
of  the  Allies,  &c.  and  promifes,  for  my  comfol^ 
to  conclude  all  in  a  fourth.     I  pity  anfwerers  witli 
all  my  heart,   for  the  many  difad vantages  they  lis 
under.     My  book  did  a  world  of  mifchicf  (as  he 
calls  it)  before  his  firft  part  could  poffibly  come 
out ;  and  fo  went  on  through  the  kingdom,  whilft* 
liis  limped  flowly  after  ;   and  if  it  arrived  at  all^ 
was  too  late ;   for  people's  opinions  were  already 
fixed.     His  manner  of  anfwering  me  is  thus :  (A 
thofe  fafts  which  he  pretends  to  examine,  fomc 
he  refolutely  denies,  others  he  endeavours  to  exte^ 
nuate,  and  the  reft  he  diftort^  with  fuch  unnatm  ] 
ral  terms,  that  I  would  engage,  by  the  fame  m^  .; 
thod,  to  difprove  any  hiftory  either  ancient  or  mot  J 
dern.     Then  the  whole  is  interlarded  with  a  thofc 
land   injurious   epithets  and  appellations,   which 
heavy  writers  are  forced  to  make  ufe  of,  as  a  fup-r 
ply  for  that  wjint  of  fpirit  and  genius  they  are 
not  born  to  :  yet  after  all,  he  allows  a  vey  great 
point  for  which  I  contend,  cpnfeffing,    in  plain 
words,  that  the  burden  of  the  war  has  chiefly  lain 
upon  us ;   and  thinks  it  fufEcient  for  the  Dutch» 
that  next  to  England  they  have  borne  the  great- 
eft  ftiare.     And  is  not  this  the  great  grievance  of 
which  the  whole  kingdom  complains  ?   I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  my  intelligence  was  at  leaft 
as  good  as  his ;    and  fome  of  it,   I  can  affure  him, 
came  from  perfons  of  his  own  party,    although 
perhaps  not  altogether  fo  inflamed.   Hitherto  there- 
fore 
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fore  the  matter  is  pretty  equal,  and  the  world  may  * 
believe  him  or  me  as  they  pleafe.     But  I  think  the  * 
great  point  of  controverly  between  us,  is,  whether 
*the  effefts  and  confequences  of  things  follow  better 
from  his  premifes  or  mine  ?     And  there  I  will  not 
be  fatisfied,  unlefs  he  will  allow  the  whole  advan- 
tage to  be  on  my  (ide.     Here  is  a  flourifhing  king- 
dom brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin  by  a  moft  fuc- 
cefsful  and  glorious  war  of  ten  years,  under  an 
able,  diligent,  and  loyal  miniftry,   a  moft  faith- 
ftil,  juft,  and  generous  commander,   and  in  con- 
junftion  with   the  moft   hearty,   reafonable  and 
fincere  allies.    This  is  the  cafe,   as  that  author  re- 
prefents  it.     I  have  heard  a  ftory,  I  think  it  was 
of  the  duke  of  *^*,  who,  playing  at  hazard  at 
the  groom-porters  in  much  company,   held  in  a 
great  many  hands  together,  and  drew  a  huge  heap 
of  gold  ;   but,  in  the  heat  of  play,  never  obferved 
^  (harper,  who  came  once  or  twice  under  his  arm, 
and  fwept  a  great  deal  of  it  into  his  hat ;  the  com- 
pany  thought  it   had  been  one  of  his  fervants. 
When  the  duke's  hand  was  out,  they  were  talk- 
ing how  much  he  had  won.  "  Yes,  faid  he,  I  held 
in  very  long ;  yet  methinks  I  have  won  but  very 
little."    They  told  him  his  fervant  had  got  the 
reft  in  his   hat ;    and  then   he  found   he   was 
cheated. 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  fee  the  moft 
important  fadls  that  1  have  advanced,  juftified  by 
the  public  voice ;  which,  let  this  author  do  what 
he  can,  will  incline  the  world  to  believe  that  I 
jn^y  be  right  in  the  reft     And  I  folcmnly  declare, 

that 


1 


458        SOME  REMARKS  ON 

that  I  h^ye  not  wilfully  commited  the  leaft  rmf- 
take.  I  flopt  the  fecond  edition,  and  made  all  po& 
ble  enquiries  among  thofe  who  I  thought  cauU 
beft  inform  me,  in  order  to  correal:  any  error  T 
could  hear  of;  I  did  the  fame  to  the  third  and 
fourth  editions,  aiid  then  left  the  printer  to  hU  li- 
berty. This  I  take  for  a  more  efiedhial  anfwer 
to  all  cavils,  than  a  hundred  pages  of  controverfy. 

But  what  difgufts  me  from  having  any  thing  to 
do  with  the  race  of  anfwer-jobbers,  is,  that  ^ey 
have  no  fort  of  confcience  in  their  dealings :  to 
give  one  inftance  in  this  gentleman's  third  part, 
which  I  have  been  lately  looking  into.  When  I 
talk  of  the  mofl:  petty  princes,  he  fays  that  I  mean 
crowned  heads ;  when  I  fay  the  foldiers  of  thofe 
petty  princes  are  ready  to  rob  or  ftarve  at  home, 
he  fays  I  call  kings  and  crowned  heads  robbers  and 
highwaymen.  This  is  what  the  whigs  call  anfwer- 
ing  a  book. 

I  cannot  omit  one  particular  concerning  this  au- 
thor, who  is  fo  pofitive  in  aflerting  his  own  fa£ls, 
and  contradicting  mine  ;  he  affirms,  that  the  bu- 
iinefs  of  Toulon  was  difcovered  by  the  clerk  of  a 
certain  great  man,  who  was  then  fecretary  of  ftate. 
It  is  neither  wife,  nor  for  the  credit  of  his  party, 
to  put  us  in  mind  of  that  fecretary,  or  of  tliat 
clerk ;  however,  fo  it  happens  that  nothing  relat- 
ing to  the  affair  of  Toulon  did  ever  pafs  through 
that  fecretary's  office :  which  I  here  affirm  with 
great  phlegm,  leaving  the  epithets  of  falfe,  fcanr 
dalous,  villainous,  and  the  reft,  to  the  author  aud 
his  fellows. 

But 
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But  to  leave  this  author;  let  us  con£^  jthe 
DOnfequence  of  our  triumphs,  upon  which  ibn>e 
fkt  {o  great  a  value,  as  to  think  that  nothing  lefs 
thzn  the  crown  can  be  a  fufficient  rewar4  ^r  thfi 
tberit  of  the  genieral.  We  have  not  Qiilargpd  our 
dominions  by  one  foot  of  land  :  our  trad^,  which 
made  us  confiderable  in  the  world,  }s  either  giyieo 
lip  by  treaties,  or  clogged  with  defies,  which  iar 
lerrupt  and  daily  leflen  it.  We  fee  fhe  wbpl^ 
aatiou  groaning  under  cxceffive  taxes  of  all  fofts, 
to  raife  three  millions  of  money  for  p«iymenj:  pf 
the  intereft  of  thofe  debts  we  have  contjr^fted. 
Let  us  look  upon  the  reverfe  of  the  mpdal ;  wc 
Shall  fee  our  neighbours,  who  in  their  utmoft  dif* 
tjefs  called  for  our  affiftance,  become  by  this  trea^yi^ 
5ven  in  time  of  peace,  matters  of  a  miqre  cppiide- 
rable  country  than  their  own  ;  in  a  conditipn  t^ 
(Irike  terror  into  us,  with  fifty  thoufand  vete^pw^ 
ready  to  invade  U5  from  that  country,  M^hich  we 
bave  conquered  for  them ;  and  to  copimit  i(ifb)ent 
boflilites  upon  us  in  all  other  parts,  as  (key  have 
lately  done  in  the  Eaft-Indies. 

THE  BARRIER-TREATY  BETWEEN  HER 
MAJESTY  AND  THE  STATES^GENERAL. 

HE R  Majefty  the  Queen  of  Gr^at  Britain 
and  the  lords  the  Scates*general  of  the  \imte4 
(>rovinces,  having  confidered  how  ii^ucU  i^  c^>nr 
:erns  the  quiet   and  i^cgrity  pf  thgir  l^pgdQBis 

and 
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and  ftates,  and  the  public  tranquillity,   to  main- 
tain and  to  fecure  on  one  fide,  the  fucceflion  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  in  fuch  manner  as  it  is  now 
cftabliflied  by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom ;  and  <xk 
the  other  fide,  that  the  States-general  of  the  United  \ 
Provinces  fhould  have  a  ftrong  and  fufiicient  bar-  \ 
rier  againft  France  and  others  who  would  furprize  ■ 
or  attack  them :    and   her  majefty  and  the  faid  : 
States-general  apprehending  with  juft  reafon  the 
troubles  and  the  mlfchiefs  which  may  happen  in  ' 
relation  to  this  fucceflion,  if  at  anv  time  there  * 
fliould  be  any  perfbn,  or  any  power,  who  fliould  ; 
call  it  in  queftion  ;    and  that  the  countries  and 
ftates  of  the  faid  lords  the  States-general  were  not 
furnifhed  with  fuch  a  barrier.     For  thefe  faid  rea- 
fons  her  faid  majefty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain, 
although  in  the  vigour  of  her  age,  and  enjoying 
perfeft  health  (in  which  may  God  preferve  her 
many  years)  out  of  an  efFcft  of  her  ufual  prudence 
and  piety,  has  thought  fit  to  enter  with  the  lords 
the  States-general  of  the  United  Provinces   into  a 
particular  aUiance  and  confederacy ;  the   principal 
end  and  only  aim  of  which  (hall  be  the  public 
quiet  and  tranquillity  ;   and  to  prevent,   by   mea- 
fures  taken  in  time,  all  the  events  which  might  one 
day  excite  new  war.     It  is  with  this  view,   that 
her  Britifh  majefty  has  given  her  full  power  to 
agree  upon  fome  articles  of  a  treaty,  hi  addition 
to  the  treaties  and  alliances  that  flie  hath  already 
with  the  lords  the  States-general  of  the  United 
Provinces,    to  her  cmbaflador  extraordinary  and 

pie* 
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.plenipotentiary,  Charles  vifcount  Townfhcnd,  ba- 
;  ron  of  Lyne-Rcgis,  privy  counfellor  to  her  Britifli 
.  inajefty,  captain  of  her  faid  majefty's  yeomen  of 

T:he  guard,  and  her  lieutenant  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk ;  and  the  lords  the  States-general  of  the 
United  Provinces,  the  fieurs  John  de  Weldern, 
lord  of  Valburg,  great  bailiff  of  the  Lower 
Betewe,  of  the  body  of  the  nobility  of  the 
province  of  Guelder  ;  Frederick  baron  of  Reede, 
lord  of  Lier,  St.  Anthony,  and  T'er  Lee,  of 
the  order  of  the  nobility  of  the  province  of  Holland 
and  Weft-Friezeland  ;  Anthony  Heinfius,  counfel- 
lor-penfionary  of  the  province  of  Holland  and  Weft- 
Friezland,  keeper   of  the  great-feal,  and  fuperin- 

-  tendant  of  the  fiefs  of  the  fame  province  ;  Corne- 
lius Van  Gheet,  lord  of  Spranbrook,  Bulkefteyn, 
&c.  Gedeon  Hoeuft,  canon  of  the  chapter  of  the 
church  of  St.  Peter  at  Utrecht,  and  eledled  coun- 
fellor in  the  ftates  of  the  province  of  Utrecht ; 
Haffel  Van  Sminia,  fecretary  of  the  chamber  of 
the  accounts  of  the  province  of  Friezeland  ;  Erneft 
Itterfum,  lord  of  Ofterbof,  of  the  body  of  the  no- 
bility of  the  province  of  Overyflel ;  and  VVicher 
"Wichers,  fenatorof  the  city  of  Groningen  ;  all  de- 

'  puties  to  the  aflembly  of  the  faid  lords  the  States- 
general  on  the  one  part,  refpeftively  of  the  provin- 
ces of  Guelder,  Holland,  Weft-Frizeland,  Zeland, 
Utrecht,  Friezeland,  Overyffel,  and  Groningen, 
and  Ommelands,  who,  by  virtue  of  their  full 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 


A  R- 
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ARTICLE      I. 

TH  E  treaties  of  peace,  friendfliipy  alliance 
and  confederacy  between  her  Britannic  ma- 
jefty  and  the  States-general  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces (hall  be  approved  and  confirmed  by  the 
preient  treaty,  and  fhall  remain  in  their  former 
force  and  vigour  as  if  they  w^ere  inferted  word  for 
word. 

ARTICLE     11. 

The  fucccffion  to  the  crown  of  England  having 
been  fettled  by  an  a<9:  of  parliament,  pafled  the 
twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majefty  king 
William  III,  the  title  of  which  is,  "  An  aft  for 
the  further  limitation  of  the  crown,  and  better 
fecuring  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjeft ;" 
and  lately,  in  the  fixth  year  of  the  reign  of  her 
prefent  majeity,  this  fucceilion  having  been  agsun 
eflablifhed  and  confirmed  by  another  aft  made  for 
the  greater  fecurity  of  her  majefty's  peribn  and 
government,  and  the  fucceflion  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  in  the  line  of  the  moft  fere&e 
houfe  of  Hanover,  rnd  in  the  perfon  of  the  prin- 
eels  Sophia,  and  of  her  heirs,  fucceflbrs,  and  de- 
fcendants,  male  and  female,  already  born  or  to  be 
born  ;  and  although  no  power  hath  any  right  to 
oppofe  the  laws  made  upon  this  fubjeft  by  the  crown, 
and  parliament  of  Great  Britain  ;  if  it  fliall  happen 

ne- 
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neverthelefs,  that  under  any  pretence,  or  by  any 

caufe  whatever,  any  pcrfon  or  any  power  or  ftate 

may  pretend  to  difpute  the  eftablifhment  which 

the  parliament  hath  made  of  the  aforefaid  fuccef- 

lioil  in  the  moft  ferehe  houfe  of  Hanover,  to  op- 

pofe  the  faid  fucceffion,  to  affift  or  favour  thofe  who 

may  oppofe  it,  whether  direftly  or  ihdire£tly,   by 

open  war,  or  by  fomenting  feditions  and  confpi- 

racies  againft  her  or  him  to  whom  the  crown  of 

Great  Britain  (hall  defcend,  according  to  the  a£ls 

aforefaid ;   the  States-general  engage  and  promife 

to  aflift  and  maintain  in  the  faid  fucceffion  her  or 

him  to  whom  it  (hall  belong  by  virtue  of  the  faid 

afts  of  parliament,  to  affift  them  in  taking  poffef- 

fion,  if  they  (hould  not  to  be  in  aftual  poiTeffioYi^ 

and  to  oppofe  thofe  who  would  difturb  them  in  tl>e- 

taking  of  fuch  poffeffion,  or  in  the  aftual  pofleffionj 

of  the  aforefaid  fucceffion. 


ARTICLE     IIT. 


Her  faid  majefty  and  the  States-general,  inxon- 
fequence  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  alliance  con- 
cluded between  the  Emperor,  *  the  late  king  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  States  general,  the  feventh 
of  September  1701,  will  employ  all  their  force 
to  recover  the  reft  of  the  Spanilh  Low- countries. 


ARTICLE     IV. 


And  further,  they  will  endeavtfur  to  conquer  as 
many  towns  and  forts  as  they  can,  in  ofdfer  to  their 
b^ng  a  barrier  and  fecurity  to  the  faid  States. 
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ARTICLE    V. 

And  whereas,  according  to  the  ninth  article  of 
the  faid  alliance,  it  Is  to  be  agreed,  aniongft  other 
matters,  how  and  in  what  manner  the  States  (hall 
be  made  fafe  by  means  of  this  barrier,  the  Queen 
of  Great  Britain  will  ufe  her  endeavours  to  procure 
that  in  the  treaty  of  peace  it  may  be  agreed,  that 
all  the  Spanlfli  Low -countries,  and  what  elfe  may 
be  found  neceflliry,  whether  conquered  or  uncon- 
quered  places,  fhall  ferve  as  a  barrier  to  the  StateSt 

ARTICLE     VI. 

That  to  this  end  their  high  mightineffes  (hall 
have  the  liberty  to  put  and  keep  garrilbn,  to 
change,  augment  and  diminifh  it  as  they  (hall 
judge  proper,  in  the  places  following :  namely, 
Newport,  Furncs,  with  the  fort  of  Knocke, 
Ypres,  Menin,  the  town  and  citadel  of  Lifle, 
Tournay  ^nd  Its  citfidcl,  Conde,  Valenciennes; 
and  the  places  which  (hall  from  henccfonvard  be 
conquered  from  France,  Maubeuge,  Charleroy, 
Namur  and  its  citadel,  Ller,  Halle,  to  fortify, 
the  ports  off  Perle,  Philippe,  Damme,  the  ca{^ 
tie  of  Gand,  and  Dendermonde.  The  fort  of  Sti 
Donas,  being  joined  to  the  fortification  of  the 
Sluce,  and  being  entirely  incorporated  with  it, 
(hall  remain  and  be  yielded  in  property  to  the 
States.  The  fort  of  Rodenhuvl^?  on  this  fide  Gand 
fhall  be  dcmoliHied. 

A  R- 
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ARTICLE    VII. 

The  faid  States-general  may,  in  cafe  of  an  ap- 
parent attack,  or  war,  put  as  many  troops  as  they 
(hall  think  neccffary  in  all  the  towns,  places  and 
forts  in  the  Spanifh  low- countries,  where  therea- 
fon  of  war  (hall  require  it. 

ARTICLE   VIII. 

They  may  likewife  fend  into  the  towns,  and 
places,  where  they  (hall  have  their  garrifons,  with- 
out any  hindrance  and  without  paying  any  duties, 
pfovifions,  ammunitions  of  war,  arms,  and  artil- 
lery, materials  for  the  fortifications,  and  all  that 
fliall  be  found  convenient  and  neccffzry  for  the  faid 
garrifons  and  fortifications. 

ARTICLE     IX. 

The  faid  States-general  (hall  alfo  have  liberty  to 
appoint,  in  the  towns,  forts  and  places  of  their 
barrier,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  (ixth  article, 
where  they  may  have  garrifons,  fuch  governors 
and  commanders,  majors  and  other  officers  as  they 
(hall  find  proper,  who  (hall  not  be  fubje(5l  to  any 
>ther  orders,  whatfoever  they  be,  or  from  whence* 
foever  they  may  come,  relating  to  the  fecurity 
ind  military  government  of  the  faid  places,  but 
3nly  to  thofe  of  their  high  mightinefles  (exclufive 
oi  all  others)  ;  flill  preferving  the  rights  and  pri- 
VoL.  111.  H  h  vileges, 
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vileges,   as  well  eccletiaflical  as  political,  of  king 
Chaiies  tlie  third. 

ARTICLE    X. 

That  befides,  the  States  fliall  have  liberty  X» 
fortify  the  faid  towns^  places  and  forts  which 
belong  to  them,  and  repair  the  fortifications  of 
them  in  fuch  manner  as  they  fhall  judge  necef- 
fary ;  and  further  to  do  whatever  fhall  be  ufeful 
for  their  defence. 

A  R  T  I  C  L  B     XL 

It  is  agreed,  that  the  States-general  fhall  have 
all  the  revenues  of  the  towns,  places,  jurifdiftions, 
and  their  dependencies,  which  they  fhall  have  for 
their  barrier  from  France,  which  were  not  in  the 
pofVeflion  of  the  crown  of  Spain  at  the  time  of  the 
death  of  the  late  king  Charles  II ;  and  befides,  a 
million  of  livres  fhall  be  fettled  for  the  payment 
of  one  hundred  thoufand  crowns  every  three  months 
out  of  the  clcarcft  revenues  of  the  Spanifh  low- 
countries,  which  the  faid  king  was  then  in  pof* 
feflion  of;  both  which  are  for  maintaining  the  gar- 
rifons  of  the  States,  and  for  fupplying  the  fbrtifi* 
cations,  as  alfo  the  magazines,  and  other  neceflaiy 
expences  in  the  towns  and  places  above  mentioDed> 
And,  that  the  faid  revenues  may  be  fufficieot  to 
fupport  thefe  expences,  endeavours  fhall  be  i^ 
for  enlarging  the  dependencies  and  jurifdiAions 
aforefaid  as  much  as  poflible ;  and  particularly,  £or 

in- 
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including,  with  the  jurifdidion  of  Ypres,  that  of 
Caffel,  and  the  foreft  of  Niepe;  and  with  the 
jurifdi£tion  of  Lifle,  the  jurifdiftion  of  Douay, 
both  having  been  fo  joined  before  the  prefent  war. 

ARTICLE     XII. 

That  no  town,  fort,  place,  or  country  of  the 
Spanifh  low-counies  fhall  be  granted,  tranferred, 
or  given,  or  defcend  to  the  crown  of  France,  or 
any  of  the  line  of  France,  neither  by  virtue  of 
any  gift,  fale^  exchange,  marriage,  agreement, 
inheritance,  fucceflion  by  will,  or  through  want 
of  will,  from  no  title  whatfoever,  nor  in  any 
other  manner  whatfoever,  nor  be  put  into  the 
power,  or  under  the  authority,  of  the  moft  Chrif- 
tian  king,  or  any  one  of  the  line  of  France. 

ARTICLE    xrii. 

And  whereas  the  faid  States  general,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  faid  alliance, 
are  to  make  a  convention  or  treaty  with  king  Charles 
the  third,  for  putting  the  States  in  a  condition  of 
fafety  by  means  of  the  faid  barrier,  the  Qvee^ 
of  Great-Britain  will  do  what  depends  upon  her,, 
that  all  the  foregoing  particuhirs  relating  to  the 
barrier  of  the  States  may  be  inlerted  in  the  afore- 
laid  treaty  or  convention  ;  and  that  her  faid  ma- 
jefty  will  continue  her  good  offices,  until  the  above- 
mentioned  convention  between  the  States  and  the 

H  h  2  faid 
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faid  king  Charles  the  third  be  concluded  agreeably 
to  what  is  before-mentioned  ;  and  that  her  majefty 
will  be  guarantee  of  the  faid  treaty  or  convention* 

ARTICLE     XIV. 

And,  that  the  faid  States  may  enjoy  from  hence 
forward,  as  much  as  poflible,  a  barrier  for  the 
Spanifh  low-countries,  they  (hall  be  permitted 
to  put  their  garrifons  in  the  tow^ns  already  taken, 
and  which  may  hereafter  be  fo,  before  the  peace 
be  concluded  and  ratified.  And  in  the  mean  time 
the  faid  khig  Charles  III  (hall  not  be  allowed  to 
enter  into  poUbilion  of  the  faid  Spani(h  low-coun- 
tries, neitlicr  entirely  nor  in  part :  and  during 
that  time  the  Queen  (hall  aliift  their  high  mighti- 
ncfles  to  maintain  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
revenues,  and  to  find  the  million  of  livrcs  a  year 
abovementioncd. 

ARTICLE     XV. 

And  whereas  their  high  mightineflfes  have  ftipu- 
pulat-d  by  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  in  the  four- 
teenth article,  that  the  river  Scheld,  aUo  the  canals 
of  Sas,  Swan,  and  other  mouths  of  the  fca  bor- 
dering thereupon,  (hould  be  kept  (hut  on  the  fide. 
of  the  States : 

And  in  the  fifteenth  article,  that  the  (hips  and 
conmiodities  going  in  and  coming  out  of  the  har- 
bours of  Flanders  Ihall  be  and  remain  chargedwith 
all  iiich  imports,   and  others  duties,  as  are  raifed 

upon 
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upon  commodities  going  and  coming  along  the 
Scheld,  and  the  other  canals  abovementioned : 

The  Queen  of  Great  Britain  promifes  and  en- 
gages, that  their  high  mightineffes  fliall  never  be 
difturbed  in  their  right  and  pofleffion  in  that  re- 
Iped,  neither  idireflly  or  indirefkly  ;  as  alfo,  that 
the  commerce  fhall  not,  in  prejudice  of  the  faid 
treaty,  be  made  more  eafy  by  the  fea- ports  than  by 
the  rivers,  canals,  and  mouths  of  the  fea,  on  the 
fide  of  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces,  neither 
dire€tly  or  indireftly. 

And  whereas,  by  the  fixteenth  and  fcvcnteenth 
articles  of  the  fame  treaty  of  Munfter,  his  majefty 
the  king  of  Spain  is  obliged  to  treat  the  fubjedls 
of  their  high  mightinefles  as  favourably  as  the  fub* 
jefts  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Hans-towns,  who 
were  then  the  people  moft  favourably  treated ;  her 
Britannick  majefly  and  their  high  mightinefles  pro- 
mi  fe  likewife  to  take  care,  that  the  fubjefts  of 
Great  Britain,  and  of  their  high  mlglitinefles,  fliall 
be  treated  in  the  Spanifh  low-countries  as  well  as 
in  Spain,  the  kingdoms  and  dates  belonging  to  it, 
equally  and  as  well  the  one  as  the  other,  as  the 
people  moft  favoured. 

ARTICLE     XVI. 

The  faid  Queen  and  States-general  oblige  them- 
felves  to  furniih  by  fea  and  land  the  fuccours  and 
afliftance  neceflary  to  maintain  by  force  her  ma- 
jefty  in  the  quiet  pofleffion  of  her  kingdoms  ;  and 

Hh3     *  the 
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the  moft  ferene  houfe  of  Hanover  in  the  faid  fuc* 
ceffion,  in  the  manner  it  is  fettled  by  the  z&s  of 
pnrlianr^ent  before  mentioned  ;  and  to  maintain  the 
faid  States-general  in  the  poflellion  of  the  faid 
barrier. 

ARTICLE     XVII. 

After  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty,  a  particu- 
lar convention  (hall  be  made  of  the  conditions,  by 
which  the  faid  Queen  and  the  faid  lords  the  States* 
general  will  engage  themfelves  to  furnifh  the  fuc- 
cours  which  (hall  be  thought  neceflary,  as  well  by 
fea  as  by  land. 

ARTICLE     XVIII. 

If  her  Britifti  majef>y,  or  the  States-general  of 
the  United  Provinces,  be  attacked  by  any  body 
whatfoever  by  reafon  of  this  convention,  they  Aall 
mutually  aflift  one  another  with  all  their  forces, 
and  become  guarantees  of  the  execution  of  the  faid 
convention. 

ARTICLE     XIX. 

There  (hall  be  invited  and  admitted  into  the  prc- 
fent  treaty,  as  foon  as  poffible,  all  the  kings,  prio* 
ces,  and  ftatcs,  who  (hall  be  willing  to  enter  into 
the  fame,  particularly  his  imperial  majefty,  the 
kings  of  Spain  and  Pruffia,  and  the  eleftor  of  Ha- 
nover. And  her  Briti(h  majcfty  and  the  States- 
general 
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general  of  the  United  Provincea,  and  each  of  theixr 
in  particular,  ihall  be  permitted  to  require  and  invite 
thofe  whom  they  fhall  think  lit  to  require  and  in* 
vite,  to  enter  into  this  treaty,  and  to  be  guarantees 
of  its  execution. 

ARTICLE     XX. 

And  as  time  hath  fliewn  the  omiilion  which  was 
made  in  the  treaty  figned  at  Ryfwick  in  the  year 
1697,  hetween  England  and  France,  in  reipeA  of 
the  right  of  the  fucceffion  of  England  in  the  per* 
ion  of  her  majefty  the  Qvbbn  of  Great  Britain, 
now  reigning ;  and  that,  for  want  of  having  fet- 
tled in  that  treaty  this  indifputable  right  of  her 
majefty,  France  refufed  to  acknowledge  her  for 
Queen  of  Great  Britain  after  the  death  of  the  late 
king  William  III,  of  glorious  memory  :  her  ma- 
jefty the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  lords  the 
States-general  of  the  United  Provinces,  do  agree, 
and  engage  themfclves  likewife,  not  to  enter  intp 
any  negotiation  or  treaty  of  peace  with  France,  be- 
fore the  title  of  her  majefty  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  as  alfo  the  right  of  fuccelfion  of  the  moft 
ferene  houfe  of  Hanover  to  the  aforefaid  crown, 
in  the  manner  it  is  fettled  and  cftabliflied  by  the 
before-mentioned  afts  of  parliament,  he  fully  ac- 
knowledged as  a  preliminary  by  France,  and 
that  France  hath  promifed  at  the  fame  time  to 
remove  out  of  its  dominions  the  perfon  who  pre- 
tends to  be  king  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  no  ne- 
H  h  4  gotiation 
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gotiation  or  formal  dlfcuflion  of  the  articles  of  the 
faid  treaty  of  peace  (hall  be  entered  into  but  jointly, 
and  at  the  fame  time,  with  the  faid  Queen,  or 
with  her  minifters. 

ARTICLE     XXI. 

Her  Britifh  majefty  and  the  lords  the  States- 
general  of  the  United  Provinces  (hall  ratify  and 
confirm  all  that  is  contained  in  the  prefent  treaty 
within  the  fpace  of  four  weeks,  to  be  reckoned 
from  the  day  of  figning.  In  teftimony  whereof 
the  underwritten  ambaffador  extraordinary  and  ple- 
nipotentiary of  her  Britifli  majefty,  and  tlie  de- 
puties of  the  lords  the  States-general,  have  figned 
this  prefent  treaty,  and  have  affixed  their  feals 
thereunto. 

At  the  Hague,  the  29th  of  0£lober,  in  the  year 
1709. 

(L.  S.)  Townfhend. 
(L.  S.)  J.  B.  Van  Recde. 
(L.  S.)  G.  Hoeuft. 
(L.S)E.V.Itterfum. 
(L.  S.)  J.  V.  Wclderen- 
(L.  S.)  A.  Helnfius. 
(L.  S.)  H.  Sminia. 
(L.  S.)  W.  Wichers. 

THE 
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THE   SEPARATE   ARTICLE. 

AS  in  the  preliminary  articles  iigned  here  at 
the  Hague  the  28th  of  May  1709,  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  his  imperial  majefty,  of  her 
majefty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
lords  the  States-general  of  the  United  Provinces, 
it  is  ftipulated,  amongft  other  things,  that  the 
lords  the  States-general  Ihall  have,  with  entire '^ 
property  and  fovereignty,  the  upper  quarter  of 
Guelder,  according  to  the  fifty-fecond  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Munfter  of  the  year  1 648  ;  as  alfo,  that 
the  garrifons  which  are,  or  hereafter  fhall  he,  on 
the  part  of  the  lords  the  States- general  in  this 
town  of  Huy,  the  citadel  of  Liege,  and  the  town 
of  Bonne,  fhall  remain  there,  until  it  (hall  be 
otherwife  agreed  upon  with  his  imperial  majefty 
and  the  empire  :  and  as  the  barrier  which  is  this 
day  agreed  upon  in  the  principal  treaty  for  the 
mutual  guarantee  between  her  Britiih  majefty  and 
the  lords  the  States-general,  cannot  give  to  the 
United  Provinces  the  fafcty  for  which  it  is  efta- 
blifhed,  unlefs  it  be  well  fecured  from  one  end  to 
the  other,  and  that  the  communication  of  it  be 
well  joined  together,  for  which  the  upper  quarter 
of  Guelder,  and  the  garrifons  in  the  citadel  of 
Liege,  Huy,  and  Bonne  are  nbfolutcly  neccflary 
(experience  having  thrice  fhewn,  that  France 
having  a  defign  to  attack  the  United  Provinces,  has 
made  ufe  of  the  place  above-mentioned,  in  order 

to 


474        SOME  REMARKS    ON 

to  come  at  them,  and  to  penetrate  into  the  faid  pro- 
vinces).    And  farther,  as  in  refpe£l  to  the  equiva- 
lent for  which  the  upper  quarter  of  Guelder  is  tc 
be  yielded  to  the  United  Provinces,  according  tt 
the  fifty-fecond  article  of  the  treaty  of  Munftc 
above-mentioned,  his  majefty  king  Charles  III  wil 
be  much  more  gratified  and  advantaged  in  othe 
places  than  that  equivalent  can  avail ;  to  the  en 
therefore  that  the  lords  the  States-general  may  haii 
the  upper  quarter  of  Guelder  with  entire  propert 
and  fovereignty ;  and  that  the  faid  upper  quarter  € 
Guelder  may  be  yielded  in  this  manner  to  the  fai 
lords  the  States- general,  in  the  convention,  or  tb 
treaty  that  they  are  to  make  with  his  majefty  kin 
Charles  III,  according  to  the  thirteenth  article  i 
the  treaty  conclyded  this  day ;  as  alfo  that  the 
garrifons  in  the  citadel  of  Liege,  ih  that  of  Hu^ 
and  in  Bonne,  may  remain  there,  until  it  be  othe; 
wife  agreed  upon  with  his  imperial  majefty  ai 
the  empire  ;  her  majefty  the  Queen  of  Great  Bi 
tain  engages  hcrfelf,   and  promifes  by  this  fepj 
rate  article,  which  fliall  have  the  fame  force  as 
it  were  infertcd  in  the  principal  treaty,  to  ma] 
the  fame  efforts  for  all  this,  as  (he  hath  engagi 
herfelf  to  make  for  the  obtaining  the  barrier  in  tl 
Spanifh  low-countries.     In  teftimony  whereof  tl 
under-written  ambaftador  extraordinary  and  pi 
nipotcntiary  of  her  Britifli  majefty  and  deputies 
the  lords  the  States  general,  have  iigned  the  pr 
fent  feparate  article,   and  have  affixed  their  fes 
thereunto. 
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At  the  Hague,  the  29th  of  Oftobcr,  1709. 

(L.  S.)  Townftiend. 
(L.S.)J.B.VanRcede. 
(L.S.)G.Hoeuft. 
(L.  S  )  E.  V.  Itterfum, 
(L.S.)  J.V.Weklereii- 
■(L.  S.)  A  Heinfius. 
(Lf.  S.)  H.  Sminia. 
(L.  S.)  W.  Wichers. 

THE  SECOND  SEPARATE  ARTICLE- 

AS  the  lords  the  States-general  have  reprc- 
fented,  that  in  Flanders  the  limits  between 
Spanifh  Flanders  and  that  of  the  States  arc  fettled 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  the  land  belonging  to  the 
States  is  extremely  narrow  there  ;  fo  that  in  fome 
places  the  territory  of  Spanifh  Flanders  extends 
itfelf  to  the  fortifications,  and  under  the  cannon  of 
the  places,  towns,  and  forts  of  the  States,  which  oc- 
cafions  many  inconveniencies,  as  hath  been  leen  by 
an  example  a  little  before  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
fent  war,  when  a  fort  was  defigned  to  have  been 
built  under  the  cannon  of  the  Sas  Van  Gand,  un- 
der pretence  that  it  was  upon  the  territory  of  Spain : 
and  as  it  is  neceffary,  for  avoiding  thefe  and  other 
forts  of  inconveniences,  that  the  land  of  the  States 
upon  the  confines  of  Flanders  (hould  be  enlarged, 
and  that  the  places,  towns,  and  forts  Ihould  by 

that 
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that  means  be  better  covered  :  her  Britiih  majefty, 
entering  into  the  juft  motives  of  the  faid  lords  the 
States-general  in  thefe  refpefts,  promifes  and  en- 
gages herfelf  by  this  feparate  article,  that  in  the 
convention  which  the  faid  lords  the  States-general 
are  to  make  with  his  majefty  king  Charles  the 
third,  (he  will  aflift  them,  as  that  it  may  be  agreed, 
that  by  the  cefilon  to  the  faid  lords  the  States-ge- 
neral of  the  property  of  an  extent  of  land  necef- 
fary  to  obviate  fuch  like  and  other  inconvenien- 
cics,  their  limits  in  Flanders  (hall  be  enlarged 
more  conveniently  for  their  fecurity  ;  and  thofe  of 
the  Spanifti  Flanders  removed  farther  from  their 
towns,  places  and  forts,  to  the  end  that  thefe  may 
not  be  fo  cxpofed  any  more.  In  teftimony  whereof, 
tlie  under-written  ambaflador  extraordinary  and 
plenipotentiary  of  her  Britifli  majefty,  and  deputies 
of  the  lords  the  States-general,  have  ligned  the  pre- 
fent  feparate  article,  and  have  affixed  their  feals 
thereunto. 

At  the  Hague,  the  29th  of  Oftober,  1709. 

(I^.  S)  Townfliend. 
(L.  S.)  J,  B.  Van  Reede. 
(L.  S.)  A.  Heinfius. 
(L.S.)G.Hoeuft. 
(L.  S.)  H.  Sminia. 
(L.  S.)  E.  V.  Itterfum. 

The 
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The  articles  of  the  Counter-projeft,  which  were 
ftruck  out  or  altered  by  the  Dutch  in  the  Bar- 
rier-treaty ;   which  fome  Remarks. 

ARTICLE     VI. 

TO  this  end  their  high  mightineffes  fhall  have 
power  to  put  and  keep  garrifons  in  the  fol- 
lowing places,  viz.  Newport,  Knocke,  Menin, 
the  citadel  of  Lifle,  Tournay,  Conde,  Valencien- 
nes, Namur  and  its  citadel,  Lier,  Halle,  to  for- 
tify the  fort  of  Perle,  Damme,  and  the  caftle  of 
Gand. 

REMARKS. 

In  the  barrier  treaty,  the  States  added  the  fol- 
lowing places  to  thofe  mentioned  in  this  article, 
viz.  Furnes,  Ypres,  towns  of  Lifle,  Maubeuge, 
Charleroy,  Phillipe,  fort  of  St.  Donas  (which  is. 
to  be  in  property  to  the  States),  and  the  fort  of 
Rhodenhuyfen  to  be  demolifhed.  To  fay  nothing 
of  the  other  places,  Dendermonde  is  the  key  of 
all  Brabant ;  and  the  demoliftiing  of  the  fort  of 
Rhodenhuyfen,  fituate  between  Gand  and  Sas  Van 
Gand,  can  only  ferve  to  defraud  the  king  of  Spain 
of  the  duties  upon  goods  imported  and  exported 
there. 


A  R- 
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ARTICLE      VII. 

The  faid  States  may  put  into  the  faid  towns, 
forts,  and  places,  and  in  cafe  of  open  war  with 
France,  into  all  the  other  towns,  places,  and 
forts,  whatever  troops  the  reafbn  of  war  (hall  re- 
quire. 

REMARKS. 

But  in  the  barrier- treaty  it  is  faid  :  in  cale  of  an 
apparent  attack,  or  war,  without  fpecifying  againft 
France :  neither  is  the  number  of  troops  limited 
to  what  the  reafon  of  war  (hall  require,  but  what 
the  States  (hall  think  neceflary. 

ARTICLE     IX. 

Befides  fome  fmaller  differences,  ends  with  a 
lalvo,  not  only  for  the  ecclefiaflical  and  civil  rights 
of  the  king  of  Spain,  but  likewife  for  his  revenues 
In  the  fjud  towns  ;  which  revenues  in  the  barrier- 
treaty  are  all  given  to  the  States. 

d 

ARTICLE     XI. 

The  revenues  of  the  chattellanies  and  dependen-  ' 
cies  of  the  towns  and  places,  which  the  States  (hall 
have  for  their  barrier  againft  France,  and  which 
were  not  in  the  poflbflion  of  the  crown  of  Spain 
at  the  late  king  of  Spain's  death,  (hall  be  fettled 
4  to 
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to  be  a  fund  for  maintaining  garrifonSy  and  pro- 
Yldtng  for  the  fortifications  and  magizines^  and 
other  neceflary  charges  of  the  faid  towns  of  the 
barrier. 


REMARKS. 

I  defire  the  reader  to  compare  this  with  the  ele- 
venth article  of  the  barrier- treaty,  where  he  will 
fee  how  prodigioufly  it  is  enlarged. 

ARTICLE    XIV, 

All  this  to  be  without  prejudice  to  fuch  other 
treaties  and  conventions  as  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain  and  their  high  mightiiieflTes  may  think  fit 
to  make  for  the  future  with  the  faid  king  Charles 
the  third,  relating  to  the  faid  Spanifh  Netherlands^ 
or  to  the  faid  barrier. 

ARTICLE     XV. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  faid  States  may  enjoy  at 
prefent  as  much  as  it  is  poflible  a  barrier  in  the 
Spanifh  Netherlands,  they  (hall  be  permitted  to 
put  their  garrifons  in  the  chief  towns  already 
taken,  or  that  may  be  taken,  before  a  peace  ha. 
made. 

REMARKS. 

Thefe  two  articles  are  not  in  the  barrier- treaty, 
but  two  others  in  their  flead ;  to  which  I  refer  the 

reader. 
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reader.  And  indeed  it  was  highly  neceflary  for 
the  Dutch  to  ftrikc  out  tlie  former  of  thefe  arti- 
cles, when  fo  great  a  part  of  the  treaty  is  fo  highly 
and  manifeftly  prejudicial  to  Great  Britain,  as  well 
as  to  the  king  of  Spain  ;  cfpecially  in  the  two 
articles  inferted  in  the  place  of  thefe,  which  I  de- 
fire  the  reader  will  examine. 

ARTICLE     XX. 

And  whereas  by  tlie  fifth  and  ninth  articles  of 
the  alliance  between  the  Emperor,  the  late  king 
of  Great  Britain,  and  the  States-general,  concluded 
the  feventh  of  September,  1701,  it  is  agreed  and 
fHpulated,  that  the  khigdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily 
with  all  the  dependencies  of  the  crown  of  Spain  in 
Italy,  fhall  be  recovered  from  the  pofl'cflion  of 
France,  as  being  of  the  laft  confcquence  to  the 
trade  of  both  nations,  as  well  as  the  Spanifli  Ne- 
therlands, for  a  barrier  for  the  States-general ; 
therefore  the  faid  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
States -general  agree  and  oblige  themfelves  not  to 
enter  into  any  negotiation  or  treaty  of  peace  with 
France,  before  the  reftitution  of  the  laid  kingdoms 
of  Naples  and  Sicily,  with  all  the  dependencies  of 
the  crown  of  Spain  in  Italy  as  well  as  the  Spanifli 
Low- countries,  with  the  other  towns  and  places 
in  the  poflbfiion  of  France  abovementioncd  in  this 
treaty ;  and  nlfo  after  the  mannjcr  fpccified  in  this 
treaty  ;  as  llkLVvife  all  the  reft  of  the  entire  mo- 
narchy of  Spain  be  yielded  by  France  as  a  prelU 
miliary. 
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ARTICLE     XXin 

And  whereas  experience  hath  (hewn  of  what 
im])ortaiice  it  is  to  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Provinces,  that  the  fortrefs  and  port  of  Dunkirk  : 
Ihoulcl  not  he  in  the  poficllion  of  France  in  the 
condition  they  are  at  preient ;  the  fubjefts  of  both 
niulons  having  undergone  fuch  great  lofies^  and 
fuiTcred  fo  much  in  their  trade  by  the  prizes  takeli 
from  them*  by  privateers  fet  out  from  that  port  j 
infomuch  that  France  by  her  uhmeafurable  ambi»- 
tion  may  be  always  tempted  to  make  fome  enter- 
prizes  upon  the  territories  of  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain  and  their  high  mlghtineffes,  and  interrupt 
the  pubHc  repofe  and  tranquillity ;  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  which,  and  the  balance  of  Europe  againft 
tlic  exorbitant  power  of  France,  the  allies  engag- 
ed themfclvcs  in  this'long  and  burdenfome  war; 
therefore  the  faid  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and 
their  high  mightinefles  agree  and  obhgc  them- 
i'elves  not  to  enter  into  any  negotiation  or  treaty 
of  peace  with  France,  before  it  Ihall  be  yielded 
and  ftipulated  by  France  as  a  preliminary,  that 
all  the  fortifications  of  the  faid  town  of  Dunkirk^ 
and  the  forts  that  depend  upon  it,  be  entirely  de- 
molifhed  and  razed,  and  that  the  port  be  entirely 
ruined  and  rendered  impra£licable« 

Vol.  III.  I  i  Ji  E- 
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REMARKS. 

Thefc  two  articles  are  likewife  omitted  in  the 
barrier  treaty ;  whereof  the  firft  regards  particu- 
larly the  intcrefts  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  ;  and  the 
other  about  demolifliing  Dunkirk  thofe  of  Great 
Britain,  It  is  fomething  Arange,  that  the  late  mi- 
niflry,  whofe  advocates  raife  fuch  a  clamour  about  * 
the  ncceffity  of  recovering  Spain  from  the  houie 
x>f  Bourbon,  ftiould  fufFer  the  Dutch  ti>  ftrike  out 
this  article,  which  I  think  clearly  ihews  the  rea- 
fon  why  the  States  never  troubled  themfelves  with 
the  thoughts  of  reducing  Spain,  or  even  recover- 
ing Milan,  Naples,  and  Sicily  to  the  Emperor; 
but  were  wholly  fixed  upon  the  conqueft  of  Flan- 
ders, becaufe  they  had  determined  thofe  provinces 
as  a  property  for  themfelves. 

As  for  the  article  about  demolifhing  Dunkirk,  I 
am  not  at  all  furprized  to  find  it  Aruck  out ;  the 
deftrudion  of  that  place,  although  it  would  be 
ufeful  to  the  States,  does  more  nearly  import  Bri- 
tain, and  was  therefore  a  point  that  fuch  minifters 
could  more  eafily  get  oven 
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The  fcntiments  of  prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  and 
of  the  count  de  Zinzendorf,  relating  tp  the 
barrier  of  the  States- general,  to  the  upper  quar- 
ter of  Guelder,  and  to  the  towns  of  the  elefto- 
rate  of  Cologn,  and  the  biflioprick  of  Liege. 

ALTHOUGH  the  orders  and  inftru6kions 
of  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Barcelona, 
upon  the  matters  abovementioned,  do  not  go  fo 
far  as  to  give  direftions  for  what  follows ;  not- 
withftanding,  the  Prince  and  Count  abovemen- 
tioned, confidering  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  are 
of  the  following  opinion  : 

Firft,  that  the  counter-projeft  of  England,  re- 
iating  to  the  places  where  the  States-general  may 
put  and  keep  garrifons,  ought  to  be  followed,  ex- 
cept Lier,  Halle  to  fortify,  and  the  caftleof  Gand. 
Provided  likewife,  that  the  fentiments  of  England 
be  particularly  conformed  to,  relating  to  Dender* 
mond  and  Oftend,  as  places  in  no  wife  belonging 
to  the  barrier ;  and  which,  as  well  as  the  caftlc  of 
Gand,  can  only  ferve  to  make  the  States-general 
mafters  of  the  Low-countries,  and  hinder  trade 
with  England.  And  as  to  Lier  and  Halle,  thofe 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  country  know  that 
thefe  towns  cannot  give  any  fecurity  to  the  States- 
general ;  but  can  only  make  people  believe,  that 
thefe  places  being  fortified  would  rather  ferve  to . 
block  up  Bruffels  and  the  other  great  cities  of 
Brabant* 
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Secondly,  as  to  what  is  faid  in  the  fcventh  ar- 
ticle of  the  counter- project  ot' England,  relating  to 
the  augmentation  of  garrifons  in  the  towns  of  the 
barrier  in  cale  of  an  open  war  ;  this  is  agreeable 
to  the  opinions  of  the  faid  prince  and  count ;  who 
think  likcwife,   that  there  ought  to  be   added  to 
the  eighth  article,  that  no  goods  or  mcrchandifc 
ihould  be  fent  into  the  towns  where  the  States-ge* 
jieral  fhall  have  garrifons,  nor  be  comprehended 
under  the  names  of  fuch  things  as  the  faid  gar- 
rifons and  fortificatlo!is  fnall  liavc  need  of.     And 
that  to  th,is  end  the  faid  things  Ihali  be  inlp^cTicd 
in  thofc  places  where  tiicy  are  to  pafs  ;  as  like- 
wife  the  quantity  Ihall  be  fettled  that  the  garrifons 
jnay  want^ 

Thirdly,  as  to  the  ninth  article  relating  to  tlw. 
governors  and  commanders  ol"  thofc  tov/ns,  forts, 
and  places  where  the  States-general  iliall  have  their 
garrifons  ;  the  faid  pr:nce  and  count  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  faid  governors  and  commanders  ought  to 
take  an  oath  as  well  to  the  king  of  Spain  as  to 
the  States-general :  but  they  niay  take  a  particu- 
lar oath  to  tlie  latter,  that  they  will  admit  not 
foreign  troops  witliout  their  confent;  and  that  they 
will  depend  cxclufivcly  upon  the  faid  States  i;i 
whatever  regards  the  military  power.  But  at  tlie 
fame  time  they  ought  cxclufivcly  to  pron?ife  the 
kin.g  of  Spain,  that  th^y  will  not  intermeddle  m 
the  aHairs  of  lav/,  civil  power,  revenues,  or  any 
ptber  matters,  ecclchaftical  or  civil,  unlefs  at  the 
iltllre  of  the  kiniz;'s  olticcrs  to  aiuft  them  in  the 

cxecut 
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execution  ;  in  which  cafe  the  faid  commanders 
ihould  be  obliged  not  to  refufe  them.'    •       :!•• 

Fourthly,  as  to  the  tenth  article  there  Is  no- 
thing  to  be  added,  unlefs  that  the  States-general 
may  repair  and  increafc  the  fortifications  of  the 
towns,  places,  and  forts  where  they  fliall  have 
their  garrifons ;  but  this  at  their  own  expcncc. 
Otherwife,  under  that  pretext,  they  might  feize 
all  the  revenues  of  the  country. 

Fifthly,  as  to  the  eleventh  article  they  tliink  the 
States  ought  not  to  have  the  revenues  of  the  chat- 
tellanies  and  dependencies  of  thefe  towns  and  pla- 
ces, which  are  to  be  their  barrier  againft  France  ; 
this  being  a  fort  of  fovereignty,  and  very  preju- 
dicial to  the  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  oeconomy  of  the 
country.  But  the  faid  prince  and  count  arc  of 
ophiion,  that  the  States-general  ought  to  have,  for 
the  maintenance  of  their  garrifons  and  fortifica- 
tions, a  fum  of  money  of  a  million  and  a  half,  or 
two  millions  of  florins,  which  they  ought  to  re- 
ceive from  the  king's  officers,  who  (hall  be  or- 
dered to  pay  that  fum  before  any  other  payment. 

Sixthly,  and  the  convention  which  (hall  be  made 
on  this  atlair  between  his  Catholic  majefty  and  the 
States-general  (hall  be  for  a  limited  time. 

Thefe  are  the  utmoft  conditions  to  whicli  the 
faid  prince  and  count  think  it  poflible  for  his  Ca- 
tholic majefty  to  be  brought  ;  and  they  declare  at 
the  fame  time,  that  their  Imperial  and  Catholic 
majefties  will  fooner  abandon  the  Low-countries 
than  to  take  them  upon  other  conditions,  which 

would 
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would  be  equally  expeniive,  fhameful,  and  unac- 
ceptable to  them. 

On  the  other  fide  the  faid  prince  and  count  arc 
pcrfuaded,  that  the  advantages  at  this  time  yielded 
to  the  States-general  may  hereafter  be  very  preju- 
dicial to  themfelves  ;  forafmuch  as  they  may  put 
the  people  of  the  Spanifli  Netherlands  to  fome 
dangerous  extremity,  confidering  the  antipathy  be- 
tween the  two  nations ;  and  that  extending  of  trpn- 
tiers  is  entirely  contrary  to  the  maxims  of  their  go- 
vernment. 

As  to  the  upper  quarter  of  Guelder,  the  faid 
prince  and  count  are  of  opinion,  that  the  States- 
general  may  be  allowed  the  power  of  putting  in 
garrifons  into  Venlo,  Ruremond,  and  Steffenfwaert, 
with  orders  to  furnifli  the  faid  States  with  the  re- 
venues of  the  country,  which  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  florins. 

As  to  Bonne,  belonging  to  the  electorate  of  Co- 
logn,  Liege,  and  Huy.  to  the  bifhoprick  of  Liege, 
it  is  to  be  underftood,  that  thefe  being  Imperial 
towns,  it  doth  not  depend  upon  the  Emperor  to 
confent  that  foreign  garrifons  fhould  be  placed  in 
them  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever.     But  where- 
as the  States-general  demand  them  only  for  their 
fecurity,  it  is  propofed  to  place  in  thofe  towns  a 
garrifon  of  Imperial  troops  of  whom  the  States  may 
be  in  no  lufpicion,  as  they  might  be  of  a  garrifba 
of  an  eleftor,  who  might  poffibly  have  views  op- 
pofite  to  their  interefts.     But  this  is  propofed  only 
in  cafe  that  it  fhall  not  be  thought  more  proper  to 
raze  one  or  other  of  the  faid  towns. 

The 
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The  reprefentation  of  the  Englifli  merchants  at 
Bruges,  relating  to  the  barrier-treaty* 

David  White  and  other  merchants,  her  majefty's 
fubjedls  refiding  at  Bruges  and  other  towns  in 
Flanders,  crave  leave  humbly  to  reprefent : 

THAT  whereas  the  cities  of  Lifle,  Tournay, 
Menin,  Douay,  and  other  new  conquefis 
in  Flanders  and  Artois,  taken  from  the  French 
this  war  by  the  united  forces  of  her  majefty  and  her 
allies,  are  now  become  entirely  under  the.  govern- 
ment of  the  States-general;  and  that  wc  hermajef- 
ty*s  fubjedls  may  be  made  liable  to  fuch  duties  and 
impofitiojtison  trade  as  the  faid  States-general  (hall 
think  fit  to  impofe  on  us :  we  humbly  hope  and 
conceive,  that  it  is  her  majefty's  intention  and  der 
fign,  that  the  trade  of  her  dominions  and  fubjefts, 
which  is  carried  on  with  thefe  new  conqucfts,  may 
be  on  an  equal  foot  with  that  of  the  fubjefts  and 
dominions  of  the  States-general,  and  not  be  liable 
to  any  new  duty,  when  tranfported  from  the  Spa- 
ni(h  Netherlands  to  the  faid  new  conquefts,  as  to 
our  great  furprize  is  exafted  from  us  on  the  fol- 
lowing goods,  viz.  butter,  tallow,  falmon,  hideSt 
beef,  and  all  other  produdl  of  her  majefty's  domi^ 
nions,  which  we  import  at  Oftend,  and  there  pay 
the  duty  of  entry  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  con- 
fequently  ought  not  to  be  liable  to  any  new  duty, 
when  they  carry  the  fame  goods  and  all  others 
from  their  dominions  by  a  free  pafs  or  tranfire 

to 
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to  the  faid  new  conqucfts :  and  we  are  under  appre* 
lieufion,  that  if  the  faid  new  conquefts  be  fettled, 
or  given  entirely  into  thcpofleliion  of  the  States- 
general  for  their  barrier  (as  wc  are  made  to  believe 
by  a  treaty  lately  made  by  her  majefty's  ambaffi- 
dor,  the  lord  vifcount  Townftiend,  at  the  Hague) 
that  the  States-general  may  alfo  foon  declare  all 
.,  goods  and  merchandifes,  which  are  contraband  in 
their  provinces,  to  be  alfo  contraband  or  prohi- 
bited in  thefe  new  conquefts,  or  new  barrier :  by 
which  her  majefty's  fubjefls  will  be  deprived  of  the 
fale  and  confumption  of  the  following  produfts  of 
her  majefty's  dominions,  which  are  and  have  long 
been  declared  contraband  in  the  United  Provinces, 
fuch  as  Englifti  and  Scots  fait,  malt  fpirits,  or 
corn  brandy,   and  all  other  forts  of  diftilled  Eiig- 

.liih  fpirits,  whale  and  rape  oil,   &c. 

It  is  therefore  humbly  conceived,  that  her  ma- 
jefty,  out  of  her  great  care  and  gracious  concern 
for  the  benefit  of  her  fubjefts  and  dominions,  may 

.•  be  pleafed  to  direft,  by  a  treaty  of  commerce,  or 
fome  other  way,  that  their  trade  may  be  put  on 
an  equal  foot  in  all  the  Spanifla  Netherlands   and 

•  the  new  conqucfts  of  barrier  w^ith  the  fubjedls  of 
Holland,  by  paying  no  other  duty  than  that  of 
importation  to  the  king  of  Spain ;  and  by  a  pro- 
vifion,  tliat  no  produft  of  her  majefty's  domi- 
nions Ihall  ever  be  declared  contraband  in  thefe 
new  conqucfts,  except  fuch  goods  as  were  eflccmed 
contraband  before  the  death  of  Charles  II,  king  of 
Spain.     And  it  is  alfo  humbly  prayed,  that  the 

produft 
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iroduft  nnd  manufafture  of  the  new*conquefts 
aay  be  alfo  ercported  without  paying  any  new 
taty,  befides  that  of  exportation  at  Oftend,  which 
vas  always  paid  to  the  king  of  Spain  ;  it  being 
mpoflible  for  any  nation  in  Europe  to  ailbrt  an 
tntire  cargoe  for  the  Spanifh  Weft-Indies  wifh^ 
mt  a  confiderable  quantity  of  feveral  of  the  maau- 
aftures  df  Lifle;  fuch  as  caradoros,  cajant,:^i- 
'ofes,  boratten,  and  many  other  goods. 

The  chief  things  to  be  demanded  of  France  are, 
3  be  exempted  from  tonnage,  to  have  a  liberty  of 
xiporting  herrings  and  all  other  fifh  td  France  on 
t^e  fame  terms  as  the  Dutch  do,  and  as  was  agreed 
jj^  them  at  the  treaty  of  commerce  immediately 
fter  the  treaty  of  peace  at  Ryfwick.  The  en- 
arging  her  majefty's  plantations  in  America,  &c. 
s  naturally  recommended. 
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